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Koraput/Pottangi, Oct 21:

The Odisha government is
considering fresh legal action
against Andhra Pradesh over
its reported plan to hold pan-
chayat elections in the disputed
Kotia panchayat in Koraput dis-

trict, escalating the long-stand-,

ing territorial'dispute between
the two states.

The move follows allegations
that Andhra Pradesh is violat-
ing a Supreme Court status quo

-

order by proceeding with the

elections. Odisha’s Advocate
General will decide whether to
file a contempt petition in the
existing case or initiate fresh
proceedings, sources said.- -

Meanwhile, Koraput Sub-Col-
lector Fabi Rasheed has begun
a three-day visit to Kotia to
assess the situation. She will
interact with residents, exam-

ine their grievances and review °

the prevailing conditions in the
disputed region.

Koraput Collector Manoj
Satyawan Mahajan, said the
administration was taking
necessary steps to protect Odi-
sha’s territorial integrity in
Kotia. He added that the state
would intensify its legal battle
against Andhra Pradesh over
the alleged violation of the Su-
preme Court’s status quo order.

Rasheed said she was visiting

- Kotia on the state government’s

instructions to interact with

~ residents, ‘assess their griev-
‘ances and review the overall

situation.

- Meanwhile, Andhra Pradesh

has begun the nomination pro-
cess for panchayat elections in
Kotia, with 18 candidates filing
their nominations on the first
day Wednesday. ,
Tadingi Chiranjiv of Upa-

‘rasembi village filed his nomi-

nation as a Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) candidate; while Majhi
Kanpuri of Panukubalsa village
filed his nomination on behalf
of the YSR Congress Party (YS-
RCP), sources said.
Separately, leaders of three
major political parties and ad-
ministrative officials met at the

- Pottangi block office Wednes-

day to discuss measures to
prevent Andhra Pradesh from
holding the elections in Kotia.

The meeting was attended

' by Pottangi MLA and Congress

Legislature Party leader Rama
Chandra Kadam, an MP's rep-
resentative, Sukra Khara, BJP
block president Narasingha
Banka, Congress block president
Arjun Banka, BDO Ramakrish-
na Nayak, tehsildar Debendra
Bahadur Singh Dharua, Kotia
Officer On Special Duty {OSD)
Saurabh Das, Zilla Parishad
meniber and BJD's state tribal
cell secretary Laichhan Khara,
and Zilla Parishad member Ti-
kai Gemel, among others.

Kadam alleged that Andhra,
Pradesh was secking to gain
control over Odisha’s land and
mineral resources and expand
its influence in the border re-
gion by holding elections in vi-
olation-of the Supreme Court’s
status quo order. He called for a
united protest against the move.

Khara urged leaders across
party lines to unite and thwart
what he described as Andhra
Pradesh’s attempt to hold-elec-
tions in Kotia.
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