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Children have fundamental right to internet access: SC
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

DECLARING that access to and 
use of  the internet is a ‘fundamen-
tal right’ for every individual, in-
cluding children, the Supreme 
Court has directed the Central 
government to create a national 
database for detection and remov-
al of  Child Sexual Exploitation 
and Abuse Material (CSEAM) on 
digital platforms.

A bench comprising justices JB 
Pardiwala and K Vinod Chandran 

suggested introducing “child 
mode” for social media accounts, 
with greater emphasis on paren-
tal consent and oversight. “We 
have no hesitation in saying that 
the right to access and use the in-
ternet is a fundamental right of  
every individual under Article 21 
read with Article 19(1)(a) of  the 
Constitution. Our children, irre-
spective of  their age, enjoy the 
same rights ... the safety of  our 
children and their freedom are 
not at odds with each other.”

The bench made these observa-

tions while hearing a plea by Just 
Rights for Children Alliance 
(JCRA). 

The bench acknowledged that 
the internet is far from safe for 

children but held that keeping 
children away because of  the fail-
ures of  intermediaries to detect 
and remove harmful material 
would amount to mistaking the 
victim for the problem. 

“Children do not cease to use 
the internet merely because the 
law prohibits them from doing so, 
and they continue to use the 
same,” the bench said. 

The bench also directed that Na-
tional Hash & URL List Database 
be set up for detection and remov-
al of  CSEAM.

C H I L D  M O D E  C A L L

Dipke granted 
bail, Neha 
Bora freed
U D A Y A N  K I S H O R E  @ New Delhi 

ALL India Students’ Associ-
ation (AISA) leader Neha 
Bora was released from de-
tention on Saturday morn-
ing, while Cockroach Janta 
Party (CJP) founder Abhi-
jeet Dipke was granted con-
ditional bail later in the day 
by a local court, after he 
signed a peace bond.

Both were 
detained by 
the Delhi Po-
lice on Fri-
day ahead of  
the Lehra do 
Tiranga pro-
test at Con-
n a u g h t 
Place. 

Dipke was arrested in a 
fresh case for violating a 
peace bond furnished by 
him on October 10. 

Bora was released after 
completing formalities re-
lated to her detention under 
Section 65 of  the Delhi Po-
lice Act.  

U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam

BEACH sand samples collected 
along the Visakhapatnam coast 
contain concentrations of  nat-
urally occurring radioactive 
elements above global average 
levels, with relatively higher 
concentrations recorded in the 
northern sector of the study 
area, according to a research 
paper published by Springer 
Nature.

The study, titled ‘Spatial dis-
tribution of  natural radionu-
clides and radiological hazard 
assessment in beach sands of  
the Visakhapatnam coast, East-
ern India’, examined four natu-
rally occurring radionuclides, 
including uranium-238, radi-
um-226, thorium-232 and potas-
sium-40, and assessed their dis-
tribution in beach sands, and 
the associated ambient radia-
tion levels.

The paper was authored by B 
Ramesh, P Padma Savitri, J 
Sudhakar, R Balaram Kumar, 
SK Sahoo, IV Saradhi and Van-
dana Pulhani. P4

E X P R E S S  R E A D

MP CM meets Naidu, Pawan
Vijayawada: Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Mohan Yadav met AP CM Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu and Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan separately 
on Saturday, and discussed development 
initiatives, interstate cooperation and wildlife 
conservation. He came to the city to take part 
in Devi Navaratri and Vijayawada Utsav 2.0 | P4

Poll violence: SEC warns of action
Vijayawada: Reiterating that safeguarding law 
and order and ensuring a peaceful, transparent 
electoral process are top priorities, State 
Election Commissioner (SEC) Anil Chandra 
Punetha announced on Saturday that strict 
punitive measures will be enforced against         
any violations at nomination centres | P4

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Kadapa/Tirupati/Ongole/Guntur

FOR the second consecutive 
day, nominations for the ur-
ban local body elections in 
Andhra Pradesh were marred 
by violence and clashes be-
tween members of  contesting 
parties - TDP and YSRCP. 

In Pulivendula, police had 
to open fire in the air to dis-
perse the volatile mob. 

A tense situation was re-
ported in Punganur, Raya-
choti, Rajampet, Tirupati, 
Kadapa, Gurazala and Pidug-
uralla in Palanadu, and Darsi 
of  Prakasam district.

The escalation of  hostili-
ties paralysed normal civic 
life in these urban centres, 
forcing top-tier administra-
tive and police leadership to 
step in directly to restore 
order. 

In Pulivendula, the situa-
tion reached a boiling point 
when a massive procession 
of  YSRCP supporters, led by 
local MP YS Avinash Reddy, 
attempted to force their way 
toward the nomination 
centre. 

Confronted by heavy police 

cordons enforcing strict 
scheduling and entry restric-
tions, a fierce confrontation 
ensued. 

As angry mobs began hurl-
ing stones—dangerously 
close to District Superintend-
ent of  Police Shelke Nachiket 
Vishwanath—law enforce-
ment agencies were com-

pelled to use heavy lathi-
charge. 

The situation deteriorated 
to the extent that police fired 
over 30 rounds of  tear gas 
shells, and discharged multi-
ple warning rounds into the 
air, including the deployment
of an AK-47, to disperse the 
volatile crowds. 

Kurnool Range DIG Koya 
Praveen and District Collec-
tor Sridhar Cherukuri subse-
quently rushed to the town to 
review security protocols, 
while an overnight arson at-
tack completely gutted a YS-
RCP-affiliated chicken shop 
and multiple vehicles.

Violence also erupted 
across Kadapa city, where 
nomination venues near 
Mariapuram, Gandhi Nagar 
School, and Kagitalapenta 
turned into active flash-
points. Rival factions engaged 
in intense stone-pelting me-
lees that wrecked vehicles 
and resulted in brutal knife-
injury assaults. 

Among the injured were 
former mayor Mumtaz Beg-
um’s son, Mubarak, and two 
others who sustained deep 
stab wounds. P4

Tension at the municipal corporation 
office in Tirupati  on Saturday I  EXPRESS

Bouncers unleash terror
Bouncers allegedly hired by      
the YSRCP created a major stir 
along the Madanapalle road in 
Rayachoti, wielding revolvers 
and attacking TDP cadre. Police 
rushed to the spot, dispersed 
rival groups, and apprehended 
four members of a Punjab gang

VIOLENCE MARS FILING OF 
NOMINATIONS ON 2ND DAY

‘Vizag beach 
sand contains
high natural 
radionuclides’
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The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
proposed a ban on adding fructose and sucrose in 
food products for infants up to six months old

CURRENTLY USED AS CARBOHYDRATE SOURCE  
■  Under the current provisions, lactose and glucose polymers are the 

preferred sources of carbohydrates. Sucrose and/or fructose could be 
added only when required as a carbohydrate source 

■  Multiple studies have shown that early exposure to sugar creates a 
preference for sweetened food, leading to health issues later in life

AIM IS TO CURB EARLY EXPOSURE TO SUGAR 
According to a statement from Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
emphasis is on minimising exposure to added sugars during the earliest 
stages of life. “The proposed restriction seeks to ensure that infant 
nutrition products meet the nutritional needs of this age group without 
unnecessary addition of sucrose and fructose,” the ministry observed

FSSAI PROPOSES BAN ON FRUCTOSE,  
SUCROSE IN INFANT FOOD PRODUCTS 60 days 

THE DRAFT NOTIFICATION  
IS OPEN FOR PUBLIC SCRUTINY 

Temporary 
relief
The US, 
however, retains 
the power to 
impose 
additional 
duties of up to 
100% on goods 
from major 
buyers of 
Russian energy

500% levy 
provision
The Lindsey O. 
Graham 
Sanctioning 
Russia and Iran 
Act of 2026 also 
provides for a 
500% tariff 
increase on 
Russian goods

Trump waives 
Russia-related 
curbs on India
P U S H P I T A  D E Y  @ New Delhi

THE US has waived punitive tariffs on countries 
purchasing Russian oil, temporarily relieving 
India of  the threat of  additional duties of  up to 
100% over its purchases of  Russian crude.

In an executive order signed on October 16, 
President Donald Trump invoked national inter-
ests to waive key tariff  penalties under the new 
Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia and 
Iran Act of  2026. The waiver suspends the ad-
ditional duties days before they were scheduled 
to take effect on October 18.

The move provides temporary relief  to India, 
one of  the largest buyers of  Russian crude, but 
the threat of  tariffs remains as Washington re-
tains the authority to withdraw the waiver.

Trump’s move comes days after he announced 
that the US would import diesel from Russia, in 
a bid to bring down domestic fuel prices ahead 
of  the November midterms. The US administra-
tion would continue to monitor imports of  Rus-
sian-origin crude oil and natural gas by other 
countries and keep the President informed.

The US House of  Representatives passed the 
Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia and 
Iran Act of  2026 by 262 votes to 159 on September 
16. The legislation empowers the President to 
impose additional tariffs of  up to 100% on goods 
from the five largest buyers of  Russian crude oil 
and natural gas.

India and China, both major buyers of  Rus-
sian crude, would have been among the coun-
tries most exposed to the proposed tariffs. India 
is particularly vulnerable because it imports 
more than 88% of  its crude oil requirements. 

This newspaper had on Friday reported that 
India was confident it would remain protected 
from US sanctions over its purchases of  Russian 
oil and gas, with government officials indicat-
ing that Washington is unlikely to penalise New 
Delhi. They said India was in regular discus-
sions with the US administration.

“We have been in touch with the US team and 
India’s standpoint has already been conveyed 
regarding the challenges that could arise be-
cause of  that,” an official had said.   
 YO-YO DIESEL DIPLOMACY: P14

But US retains the right to withdraw waiver

I have submitted 
to the Congress a 
certification that 
the issuance of 
such a waiver at 
this time is in the 
national 
interests of the 
United States

Donald Trump,  
US President

AT LEAST 18 KILLED IN KOLKATA PANDAL STAMPEDE
Sudden downpour around 7 pm results in human crush after pandal gates collapse; several others injured, PM announces ex-gratia relief

1. Footwear scattered 
at the stampede site in 
Kolkata; 2. Kin of victims 
at the Calcutta Medical 
College; 3. A patient 
being stretchered into 
the hospital |  SPECIAL 
ARRANGEMENT
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S U B H E N D U  M A I T I  @ Kolkata

AT least 18 people were feared 
dead and many others injured 
after a downpour led to a stam-
pede at a Durga Puja pandal on 
Saturday evening in Central 
Kolkata near Mahajati Sadan. 
Police authorities are yet to 
confirm the casualties.

The tragedy occurred inside 
the Chorbagan Puja pandal 
around 7 pm. Eye-witnesses 
said many revellers on the lane 
outside rushed to take shelter 
inside the pandal after it began 
pouring. Those inside the pan-
dal could not come out. As a re-
sult, people got trapped and 
tumbled on top of  each other 
on a makeshift staircase, lead-
ing to the stampede.

Hospital and police sources 
said the deceased included four 
men, 13 women and one child. 

All 18 were declared dead on ar-
rival at Calcutta Medical Col-
lege in Bowbazar police station 
area, while more than 30 others 
are admitted. 

This is perhaps the first inci-
dent of  stampede at a Durga 
Puja pandal in West Bengal. 

Health minister Saradwat 
Mukherjee and senior officials 
also rushed to the hospital. Dis-
aster management personnel 
have been deployed at the site. 

West Bengal Chief  Minister 
Suvendu Adhikari and Chief  
Secretary Manoj Agarwal 
reached the Calcutta Medical 
College to take stock. BJP MLA 
Bijoy Ojha from Jorashanko 
constituency is the chairman 
of  the pandal committee while 
Debdeep Adhikari, CM’s neph-
ew, is a member. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi condoled the deaths and 
announced an ex gratia of   
`2 lakh to the next of  kin of  
each deceased and `50,000 for 
the injured.

“Deeply shocked and sad-
dened to learn about the stam-
pede at the Chorbagan puja 
pandal. I pray for the speedy re-
covery of  all those injured and 
for strength and courage for 
their families during this dif-
ficult time,” former chief  min-
ister Mamata Banerjee said. 

Structural collapse
The pandal, located off 
Chittaranjan Avenue in 

Central Kolkata, had an iron 
structure under which was 

the idol of Goddess Durga. A 
portion of the structure is 

suspected to have collapsed, 
adding to the casualties
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 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER158 years 

and nine months jail for 3 men 
over surfers’ killings in Mexico

Australia (Canberra)   19 7 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 28 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 26 13 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 25 17 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 32 25 SNY
Maldives (Male) 28  26 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 27 21 SNY

Singapore 31 27 TDS
South Korea (Seoul) 25 13 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 14 19 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 33 26 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 12 18 LC
UAE (Dubai) 34 30 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 33 24 LR

COUNTRY COUNTRYMax MaxMin Min

RAMALLAH/ NEW YORK

Israeli settlers on Saturday 
attacked a convoy of  Euro-
pean diplomats and beat up a 
visiting French mayor, in an 
escalation of  recent violence 
during the Palestinian olive 
harvest, witnesses and diplo-
mats told AFP. Cars from the 
French, Belgian and Polish 
missions had brought diplo-
mats to visit Taybeh, a 
largely Christian vil-
lage in the occupied 
West Bank, when set-
tlers descended to 
stop Palestinians 
from gathering olives, 
witnesses said.

Masked settlers made ag-
gressive statements towards 
the diplomats before kicking 
Bernard Baudoux, 78, the left-
ist mayor of  the northern 
French town of  Aulnoye-
Aymeries, according to wit-
nesses and diplomats who con-
firmed his identity. A French 
mayor who was attacked Sat-
urday by Israeli settlers in the 
West Bank told AFP that the 
incident showed a tolerance by 
Israel’s right-wing govern-
ment for settler violence.

“If  settlers are behaving like 
this, there is a tolerance on the 

part of  the Israeli govern-
ment,” Bernard Baudoux, may-
or of  Aulnoye-Aymeries, said 
after being attacked. “The 
whole world needs to know 
what’s happening there... Those 
who continue to suffer the most 
are those who are here.”

Claims of  ‘smear’ campaign
Meanwhile, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 

office on Saturday alleged 
a “smear” campaign 
against settlers, as he 
tried to cast doubt over 
the circumstances of  
an attack on European 

diplomats. “These re-
ports come amid concerns 

about a coordinated campaign 
to smear Israel and the Jewish 
residents of  Judea and Samar-
ia during the annual olive har-
vest, relying on sensational 
headlines before the full facts 
emerge,” his office said.

AFP footage showed the in-
jured French mayor slumped 
against a car, though he did 
not need hospitalisation. Po-
lice are identifying suspects. 

Meanwhile, Israel’s elec-
tions have stirred divisions 
among Jewish Americans 
amid three years of  regional 
conflict. AFP

Israeli settlers attack 
European diplomatic 
convoy, French mayor 

France protests turn violent as 5,50,000 march
Crowds set cars ablaze and damage shops, 
while police deploy tear gas, water cannons

PARIS

POLICE and protesters clashed 
violently in Paris and other 
French cities on Saturday on 
the sidelines of  nationwide 
marches against soaring infla-
tion, with one demonstrator’s 
hand blown off, multiple blazes 
set and looters breaking into 
dozens of  stores to strip them 
bare. The widespread unrest 
follows weeks of  student pro-
tests and deepens political un-
certainty in France as it read-
ies  for  elections in six 
months’.

400 protesters arrested
Macron said on X late Saturday: 
“Those who carried out vandal-
ism, attacked administrative of-
fices or businesses, or carried 
out looting — even in our town 
halls, will be prosecuted and 
punished.” French Prime Min-
ister  Sebastien Lecor nu 
slammed the “violence of  ex-
treme intensity” during the day. 
Around 550,000 people turned 
out for the demonstrations, 
with some 400 arrests made, the 
interior ministry said, while 
the CGT union said 8,00,000 peo-
ple turned out.

In the southern city of  Saint-
Etienne, a male protester had 
his hand blown off  by a police 
crowd-control grenade, a police 

source told AFP.  His maiming 
came after a 15-year-old lost 
his hand October 5 to a police 
stun grenade.

Fires, looting hit French cities
In Lyon, protesters set ablaze a 
tourist office in the city centre, 
and smashed their way into 
town halls in the cities of  Mar-
seille and Lille, where they van-
dalised the premises before 
leaving. Dozens of  shops were 
looted, including many in Mar-
seille, among them a Hermes 
boutique, an Apple store in 
Lille, several shops in Nice and 
at least one mobile phone outlet 
in Paris, AFP journalists saw.

A crowd of  more than 300 
protesters tried to move up Par-
is’s Champs-Elysees, home to 
flagship luxury stores. As po-
lice firing tear gas blocked their 
way, they yelled “All cops are 
bastards”. The looting and con-
frontations with police were be-
ing carried out by masked 
youths on the sidelines of  
marches that were largely 
peaceful and which attracted 
people of  all ages, including 
families with children. Paris 
mayor Emmanuel Gregoire 
stressed that “the overwhelm-
ing majority of  demonstrators” 
wanted to “march calmly”, but 
“acts of  vandalism” were tar-
nishing their protest.  AP

TIRANA

Albania’s capital Tirana saw 
clashes for a fifth straight day  on 
Saturday as protesters demand-
ed the resignation of  Prime Min-
ister Edi Rama, who pledged to 
listen to their concerns. After 
several hundred people, some 
masked, gathered around noon 
in front of  the ministry of  educa-
tion, growing crowds later 
spread across the city turning 
into more violent clashes. 

Protesters threw rocks at the 
police and set litter bins on fire, 
using them as barricades to pre-
vent the police from advancing. 

Violent demonstrations have 
rocked Tirana since Tuesday, 
with thousands of  protesters 
calling for Rama to step down 
as they complain about univer-
sity conditions and high tuition 
fees. Journalists on the ground 
witnessed that for the first time 
during these protests, police 
used rubber bullets against the 
demonstrators. The police used 
water cannons, pepper spray 
and tear gas against the crowd 
leaving streets.  AFP

Fire burns at Limoges city hall  after protesters force entry during a nationwide 
mobilisation against the high cost of living in France on Saturday |  AFP

Albania police 
fires rubber 
bullets as stir 
enters 5th day 

Houthis claim Saudi 
strikes on Yemen kill 12

SANAA: Saudi airstrikes killed at 
least 12 people, including three 

children, in Yemen, Houthi media 
reported on Saturday. Strikes hit 

homes in Taiz and Dhamar, 
wounding at least 33 others, the 

Iran-backed group said. It accused 
Saudi of using internationally 

banned cluster bombs, a claim 
not independently verified.

Egypt weighs Saudi 
defence aid if requested

CAIRO: Egypt’s parliament will hold 
an emergency session  on Sunday 

after President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 
sought approval to support Saudi 
Arabia’s defences against Houthi 

attacks, if requested. Sisi stressed 
any deployment would be 

defensive, as Houthi attacks 
threaten Saudi security and Red 

Sea shipping, vital to Egypt’s Suez 
Canal revenues.

Houthis release 159 
fighters under amnesty

SANAA: Yemen’s Houthis released 
159 pro-government fighters 

under an amnesty after capturing 
strategic Red Sea positions, the 

Iran-backed group said on 
Saturday. The International 
Committee of the Red Cross 

confirmed unilateral release, 
helping with health checks, family 

contacts and transport.

Iran declares Strait of Hormuz 
closed as tanker attacks mount

TEHRAN

FOUR tankers have reportedly 
come under attack in Gulf  wa-
ters since Friday, with a fifth 
targeted off  Yemen’s coast. 
Iran’s navy said a tanker caught 
fire and was immobilised in the 
Gulf  of  Oman, while the Revo-
lutionary Guards reported two 
supertankers hit by mines in 
the Strait of  Hormuz. The 
Guards’ navy declared the 
strait “closed”, warning ships 
to coordinate with Iranian 
armed forces for safe passage.

“A supertanker ... carrying 
more than two million barrels 
of  crude oil ... struck a mine, 
triggering an explo-
sion and a fierce fire,” 
the Guards said. Later, 
it reported a second 
supertanker had also 
caught fire after hit-
ting a mine. The tank-
ers’ flags and cargo origins re-
main  unknown.  UKMTO 
reported two tanker strikes on 
Friday. Iran requires ships to 
seek its approval to cross the 
strait, which carries about a 
fifth of  global oil consumption.

Saudi intercepts four drones
Saudi Arabia said on Saturday 
that it had intercepted four
drones, including over the cap-
ital Riyadh, as the country 
comes under repeated fire from 
Yemen’s Houthis. “We have in-
tercepted and destroyed four 

drones over the past few hours 
in the regions of  Riyadh, the 
Eastern Province, and the 
South,” coalition spokesman 
Turki al-Malki wrote on X. Ri-
yadh backs Yemen’s govern-
ment against the Iran-backed 
Houthis and accuses Tehran of  
fuelling their latest escalation, 
a charge Iran denies.

Iran to mediate in Yemen war
Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi said Saturday 
that Tehran supports a “politi-
cal process” to resolve the con-
flict between Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthis. 

“We support an inclusive and 
comprehensive politi-
cal process as the 
only practical and 
sustainable way to re-
solve the issue,” 
Araghchi said in a 
speech at the Organi-

sation of  Islamic Cooperation 
in Baghdad.  

Araghchi repeated Iran’s of-
fer to mediate between the two 
sides.  Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Saeed Khatibzadeh previ-
ously said Riyadh has not re-
sponded to Iran’s overture. 

In his speech, Araghchi also 
said “either we build security 
together, or we will endure in-
security together”, adding 
that Tehran was willing “to 
cooperate with all its brothers 
and neighbours to achieve the 
first option”. Agencies
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IF YOU’RE GOING 
THROUGH HELL, KEEP 
GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL
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