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Tech can’t replace human touch in healthcare: VP
S  G U R U  S R I K A N T H  @ Vijayawada

ASSERTING that technologi-
cal progress must be strictly 
guided by scientific validation, 
patient safety, data privacy and 
ethical responsibility, Vice-
President CP Radhakrishnan 
on Monday stressed that tech-
nology can never replace the 
compassion and human con-
nection central to the doctor-
patient relationship. 

Addressing the Ruby Jubilee 
Anniversary celebrations of  
Dr NTR University of  Health 
Sciences in Vijayawada, the 
Vice-President urged premier 
medical institutions to balance 
cutting-edge digital innova-

tions with core human-centred 
care, while calling upon young 
scholars to lead the next fron-
t i e r  o f  g l o b a l  m e d i c a l 
research.

Highlighting the historic 
milestone, the Vice-President 
commended the institution for 
completing four decades of  
stellar service to medical edu-
cation and public welfare. 

He noted that the university 
stands as a monumental em-
bodiment of  the visionary ide-
als of  legendary former Chief  
Minister Dr Nandamuri Tara-
ka Rama Rao, whose public 
service and leadership extend-
ed far beyond regional fron-
tiers to serve the broader na-
tional interest.

Drawing attention to the 

massive expansion of  medical 
education infrastructure across 
the country under the leader-
ship of  PM Modi, the Vice-Pres-
ident shared key national sta-
tistics detailing a surge in 
capacities. 

The total number of  medical 
colleges in India has more than 
doubled from 387 prior to 2014 
to 846 at present. Concurrently, 
undergraduate MBBS seats 
have expanded by an exception-
al 172 percent — surging from 
approximately 51,000 to over 1.4 
lakh — while postgraduate 
medical seats have witnessed a 
177 percent growth, scaling 
from around 31,000 to more 
than 86,000 nationwide. P4

Six-year-old girl raped, murdered in 
Prakasam; villagers thrash accused
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Ongole

A six-year-old girl was alleged-
ly raped and murdered at 
Chadalawada village in Nagu-
luppalapadu mandal of  Pra-
kasam district on Sunday 
night, triggering public out-
rage and protests demanding 
justice for the victim.

According to police, the ac-
cused, Ajjam Ananda Rao alias 
Anand Babu alias Anand (25), 
allegedly took the girl, who was 
sleeping outside her house, af-
ter midnight on Sunday, sexu-
ally assaulted her and killed 
her. He reportedly placed her 
body on a chair outside the 

house in the early hours of  
Monday and fled. The girl was 
staying with her grandmother 
while her parents worked as 
daily wage labourers in 
Hyderabad.

Angry villagers later traced 
the accused, thrashed him and 
handed him over to the police. 
The victim’s family members 
and relatives staged a road 
blockade on NH-213, demand-
ing justice. Ongole DSP R Srini-
vasa Rao and other police offi-
cials intervened, pacified the 
protesters and brought the sit-
uation under control.

District SP Harshavardhan 
Raju and Collector P Rajababu 
visited the Ongole Government 
General Hospital mortuary on 
Monday and examined the 
girl’s body. They also spoke to 
doctors and officials to gather 
details about the incident. P4

The university stands as a 
monumental embodiment 
of the visionary ideals of 
legendary former CM NTR, 
whose public service and 
leadership extended far 
beyond regional frontiers

CP Radhakrishnan, Vice-Prez

AP on high alert as Cyclone Arnab 
nears coast, threatens heavy rain

U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam

POTENTIALLY one of  the 
strongest cyclones to affect 
the Andhra Pradesh coast in 
the last 8-10 years, Cyclone 
Arnab is inching closer to the 
coast, bringing the threat of  
strong winds and heavy 
rainfall. 

The system is likely to in-
tensify into a very severe cy-
clonic storm on Tuesday be-
fore crossing the Andhra 
Pradesh and Yanam coasts on 
Wednesday morning. In its 
latest alert, the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD) 
issued a red-message cyclone 
warning for the Andhra 
Pradesh and adjoining south 
Odisha coasts, cautioning 
that the storm is likely to in-
tensify further and cross the 
Andhra Pradesh and Yanam 
coasts on October 28.

As the cyclone approaches, 
the State government has re-
leased ̀ 27 crore to 20 districts 
to undertake relief  and emer-
gency response measures. 
Educational institutions in 
Visakhapatnam, Anakapalli 

and Alluri Sitharama Raju 
districts have also been de-
clared closed on October 27 
and 28 as a precautionary 
measure.

According to the IMD, the 
cyclonic storm was centred 
over the west-central and ad-
joining east-central Bay of  
Bengal at 11.30 am on Mon-
day. It was moving westwards 
at a speed of  13 kmph during 
the preceding six hours and 
lay about 580 km east-south-
east of  Visakhapatnam, 660 
km east-southeast of  Kaki-

nada, 760 km east-southeast 
of  Machilipatnam and 830 km 
east-southeast of  Bapatla. It 
was also located about 550 km 
southeast of  Gopalpur in 
Odisha.

It is likely to further inten-
sify into a very severe cyclon-
ic storm on Tuesday. Thereaf-
ter, it is expected to move 
northwestwards and cross 
the Andhra Pradesh and Yan-
am coasts between Bapatla 
and Visakhapatnam, close to 
Yanam, by the forenoon of  
October 28. P4

S T O R M  S U R G E

Fishing boats return to Visakhapatnam Harbour on Monday as Cyclone Arnab 
brings rough sea conditions to the coast |  G SATYANARAYANA

Victim’s relatives 
stage protest
The victim’s family 
members and relatives 
staged a road blockade on 
NH-213, demanding justice. 
Ongole DSP R Srinivasa Rao 
and other officials brought 
the situation under control
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Brazil’s leftist President Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva was re-elected against all expectations on 
Sunday, beating his rival Flavio Bolsonaro

SERBIA STUNNER: STUDENT MOVEMENT WINS
■  In a historic change of government, Serbia’s populist strongman 

Aleksandar Vucic (pic left) conceded defeat to a grassroots 
movement of univ  students who led protests for almost two years

■  Serbia’s popular student movement grew out of anger at Vucic since 
16 people were killed in 2024 at a train station in Novi Sad

A CLEAR VICTORY OF DEMOCRACY: EU CHIEF 
Lula’s dramatic comeback meant Brazil had not followed Argentina, Chile, 
Colombia and Peru, all backed by US President Donald Trump, in swinging 
to the right. Official data showed he won 51.8 per cent of the votes against 
Flavio Bolsonaro’s 48.2 per cent, with Lula bagging 4.4 million more votes. 
EU chief Ursula von der Leyen hailed it as a ‘victory of democracy’ | P9

LULA’S VICTORY IN BRAZIL BUCKS  
A REGIONAL SHIFT TO THE RIGHT 14-year

LONG AUTHORITARIAN REIGN OF 
SERBIA’S VUCIC ENDED ON SUNDAY

All SIR decisions 
unanimous, says 
EC affidavit in SC
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y  @ New Delhi

DAYS ahead of  the INDIA bloc’s rally against 
alleged poll irregularities, the Election Commis-
sion of  India told the Supreme Court that all its 
orders on the controversial Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of  electoral rolls were unanimous 
decisions of  the full commission. 

In its counter affidavit, the ECI said the plea 
against the Chief  Election Commissioner based 
on a single news report is not maintainable. It 
also told the bench that Form 6 had not been 
amended, adding unmapped voters need not at-
tend hearings. The court is ex-
pected to hear the batch of  pleas 
on Tuesday.

The ECI asserted that all three 
SIR orders — issued in June 
2025, October 2025 and May 2026 
— were unanimous. “The notes, 
queries or suggestions recorded 
by the CEC or Election Commis-
sioners while a file is under 
process do not constitute decisions of  the Com-
mission,” it said. The EC said files move from 
one Election Commissioner to the other and 
then to the CEC. In urgent cases, electronic ap-
provals are obtained and later recorded on phys-
ical files, it said. 

The EC said a July 28 work allocation order 
was issued by an additional secretary on deputa-
tion and both poll commissioners wrote to the 
Cabinet Secretary about it the next day. On their 
joint direction on July 30, the order was not im-
plemented. On the charge that Form 6 was al-
tered without statutory approval, the EC claimed 
it was not amended as the declaration required 
under SIR was a separate document.

While admitting the online display could be 
read as an amendment, the ECI said, from Octo-
ber 21, the online application would be split into 
Form 6 and separate declaration, mirroring the 
physical form.

Unmapped voters need not attend hearings, 
the ECI said, stating that Booth Level Officers 
will collect documents from their homes, with 
hearings restricted to exceptional cases and pref-
erably held online. On ECINet centralisation, it 
said no name can be added/deleted except by an 
order of  the Electoral Registration Officer. 

Poll commission reiterates Form 6 was not 
amended, declaration is separate document

Response 
to Goa case
ECI said that  
of the 97 voters 
described by 
media as “left 
out” in Goa, 88 
had already 
been enrolled, 
six were abroad, 
and three had 
Portuguese 
passports

On Bengal 
appeals 
In West Bengal, 
appeals against 
inclusion of 
voters were 
filed by officers 
under the CEO 
based on earlier 
SC orders and 
weren’t brought 
to ECI’s notice, 
it claimed 

Notes, queries or 
suggestions 
recorded by the 
CEC or Election 
Commissioners 
while file is under 
process do not 
constitute ECI’s 
decisions

EC’s affidavit

Govt green light to pure 
ethanol flex-fuel cars
P A R V E Z  S U L T A N  @ New Delhi

THE ministry of  road transport 
and highway on Monday noti-
fied amendments to the Central 
Motor Vehicles Rules, allowing 
flex-fuel vehicles that can run 
on up to E100 — nearly 100% 
ethanol. According to the min-
istry officials, fuel beyond E20 
(20% ethanol-blended petrol) 
and up to E100 is intended only 
for vehicles designed and certi-
fied to use and will not be ap-
plicable for other vehicles. Ve-
hicles that use E20 or normal 
fuel can’t use E85 or E100 fuel.

The ministry also changed 
certain vehicle classification 
thresholds, fuel specifications, 
and technical references used 
in emission-related tables and 
testing provisions. Additional-
ly, it raised the vehicle weight 
limit to 3,500 kg from the previ-
ous threshold of  3,000 kg for 
light petrol and diesel vehicles 
affected by these changes.

E100 usually contains around 
93-95% ethanol, 5-7% petrol, 
and additives. “A vehicle’s com-
patibility with E10 or E20 alone 
does not establish suitability 
for E85. This notification does 
not require owners of  existing 
vehicles to switch to E85 or 
modify their vehicles either at 

present or in the future. Motor-
ists should check the fuel com-
patibility sticker on their vehi-
cle and follow the manufacturer’s 
guidance in the owner’s manu-
al while opting for the fuel 
choice at the fuel station,” said 
ministry officials.

In Brazil, vehicles are opti-
mised to run on any blend from 
E20–E25 up to E100. Nearly all 
new light vehicles and several 
bikes there have flex-fuel en-
gines. Other countries with 
flex-fuel vehicles are the US, 
Canada and some in Europe.

Maruti first off the block
In June, Maruti Suzuki India 
launched Wagon R Flex Fuel 
capable of running on ethanol-
petrol blends from E20 to E100. 
Others, including Toyota Motor, 
Tata Motors, and Hyundai Motor, 
are also developing flex-fuel 
vehicles for the Indian market

Digital publishers challenge privacy law in SC
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

TWENTY-one digital news 
publishers—including 
NDTV and Network18—
have knocked the doors 
of  the Supreme Court 
to challenge the Digital 
Personal Data Protec-
tion Act (DPDP Act), ar-
guing that the law would 
cripple investigative journal-
ism and expose sources.

The petitioner, Digital News 
P u bl i s h e r s  A s s o c i at i o n 
(DNPA), has challenged sever-

al provisions of  the Act, citing 
their potential impact on jour-
nalism. The New Indian Ex-
press is a member of  DNPA.

A bench headed by 
Chief  Justice Surya 
Kant will hear the mat-
ter on Tuesday, the 
cause list on the Su-
preme Court website 

showed. According to 
Reuters, the 698-page plea 

was filed on October 6.
The DPDP Act, also known 

as the privacy law, was enacted 
in 2023 while the rules to im-
plement it (DPDP Rules, 2025) 

were notified in November last 
year. The Act seeks to protect 
the digital personal data of  us-
ers, raising compliance re-
quirements for IT behemoths 
such as Meta and Google. 

The publishers argue the 
law will affect press freedom 

because media outlets are not 
explicitly exempt from the law. 
They point out that the legisla-
tion, which seeks to protect in-
dividuals’ digital personal in-
formation, does not provide 
specific exemptions for jour-
nalistic activities.

A big concern for publishers 
is the need to obtain consent 
from those whose data will be 
part of  a story. According to 
the petitioners,  social media 
outlets can seek  consent from 
users when they sign up, but 
requiring a journalist to notify 
the subject of  an investigation 
and seek consent “would allow 
that subject to destroy evi-
dence, intimidate witnesses”. 

The law also lets people 
withdraw consent and demand 
that their data be erased. This 
could force publishers to with-
draw news reports.

DNPA seeks safeguards for journalists
According to a Reuters report, media companies received 

assurances in an August meeting with the government that the 
law would protect press freedom; but not having a written 

carve-out for journalists like in the European Union, Singapore 
and the UK is alarming, the DNPA said in its petition

E X P R E S S  R E A D

CAPITAL CONUNDRUM 
Morning walkers navigate a blanket of haze and smog at Vijay Chowk in New Delhi 

on Monday. The city is beginning to record a dip in air  quality |  SAYANTAN GHOSH

CENTRE 
CLEARS DEFENCE BUY 
WORTH `2.12 LAKH CR
India on Monday cleared 

procurement of a range of 
military platforms and 

weapon systems including 
light multi-role helicopters, 

long-range Kamikaze 
drones and radars | P7

Rahul acquitted 
in defamation 
case related  
to Amit Shah 
N A M I T A  B A J P A I  @ Lucknow

A special MP/MLA court in 
UP’s Sultanpur on Monday ac-
quitted Congress MP and Lead-
er of  Opposition in Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi of  all charges in 
a criminal defamation case of  
2018 related to his alleged re-
marks against Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah.

Rahul appeared in person be-
fore the court 
of  Additional 
Civil  Judge 
Shubham Ver-
ma for the pro-
nouncement 
of  the verdict. 
Defence coun-
sel Kashi Pras-
ad Shukla con-
firmed the acquittal. 

The case dates back to May 8, 
2018, when Rahul allegedly 
made objectionable remarks 
against Shah at a political rally 
in Bengaluru during the Kar-
nataka Assembly elections. He 
allegedly referred to Shah as a 
“murder accused”.

Vijay Mishra, then BJP dis-
trict vice-president and ex-
chairman of  Sultanpur District 
Cooperative Bank, filed the def-
amation complaint against Ra-
hul on August 4, 2018. 

Rahul, who secured bail in 
2023, said his intention was not 
to defame anyone. Mishra said 
he will study the order and file 
an appeal against it.

CB-CID takes over Class 11 student suicide case
Coimbatore: The six-day protest demanding the arrest of teachers in 

connection with the suicide of Class 11 student A Akilan due to alleged 
caste discrimination ended on Monday, after the case was transferred 

to the CB-CID for probe from the Coimbatore city police

‘Tired of this’: SC on TN govt’s delay in riot aid case
New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday criticised the Tamil Nadu 

government for dragging its feet on paying compensation for property 
and business losses suffered during a communal riot in 1996 in 

Thoothukudi. “So tired of this matter, I think I will carry this through my 
demitting the office,” Justice Bhatti remarked
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Australia (Canberra)   18 4 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 27 21 LC
Italy (Rome) 22 9 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 23 16 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 29 24 SNY
Maldives (Male) 29  29 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 29 22 SNY

Singapore 30 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 17 7 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 17 4 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 33 25 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 16 11 LC
UAE (Dubai) 33 28 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 32 23 LR

COUNTRY COUNTRYMax MaxMin Min

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHERThree

arrested by Jordanian forces over 
attack on Church that killed nine

Bibi’s legacy on the line 
as Israelis head to polls 
JERUSALEM

ISRAEL will hold parliamentary elections on Tuesday, 
with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu seeking to re-
tain power amid debate over his government’s handling 
of  the October 7, 2023, Hamas attack, the subsequent wars 
and its domestic and foreign policies.

The election is widely seen as a test of  Netanyahu’s 
leadership, as opposition leaders, including former mili-
tary chief  Gadi and former prime minister Naftali Ben-
nett, seek to challenge his right-wing coalition. Netanya-
hu has been the country’s most dominant politician for 
nearly 2 decades, and his legacy is on the line. Agencies

Lula wins again; students triumph in Serbia

BRAZILIA

BRAZILIAN voters have denied 
Latin America’s resurgent right 
its ultimate prize, snapping a 
streak of  7 conservative presi-
dential victories in 18 months.

The stunning triumph of  left-
ist incumbent President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva over Flavio 
Bolsonaro on Sunday limits US 
President Donald Trump’s drive 
to tighten his grip on the West-
ern Hemisphere and cements 
Latin America’s most populous 
country and largest economy as 
a  c o u n t e r w e i g h t  t o 
Washington. 

A Bolsonaro victory would 

have left Mexico’s Claudia Shein-
baum as the only progressive 
president among the region’s 
powerhouses. For the Trump ad-
ministration, which has wielded 
punishing tariffs, severe sanc-
tions and military force to reas-
sert its dominance in the region, 
Lula’s victory complicates its 
campaign to enlist Brazil in its 
military coalition against car-
tels and to gain preferential ac-
cess to the country’s critical 
minerals, analysts say.

Yet both sides see reasons to 
cooperate. Washington wants 
access to Brazil’s trove of  earths 
to reduce its defence industry’s 
reliance on China.  AFP

Brazil bucks regional shift 
to right in setback for US BELGRADE

SERBIA’S populist strongman 
Aleksandar Vucic dominated 
the Balkan country’s politics for 
more than 14 years. Then came 
the students. 

The long-ruling authoritarian 
leader on Sunday conceded the 
defeat of  his right-wing Serbian 
Progressive Party to a grass-
roots movement of  university 
students who led protests for al-
most two years against him be-
fore unseating him in a historic 
change of  government. 

Nationwide celebrations 
erupted after the victory in Sun-
day’s election, which was the 
culmination of  two years of  
mounting pressure on Vucic af-
ter the 2024 collapse of  a canopy 

at Novi Sad railway station that 
killed 16 people.

The disaster has been widely 
blamed on corruption and trig-
gered some of  Serbia’s largest 
protests since the fall of  strong-
man Slobodan Milosevic  
in 2000.

On the streets of  Belgrade, 
where cars still routinely honked 

in celebration on Monday after-
noon, passersby told AFP they 
felt overjoyed at the election re-
sult. “Everything smells of  free-
dom,” design student Katarina 
Malesevic told AFP, describing a 
sense of  relief  after Vucic’s 
defeat.

The outcome will be closely 
watched across Europe as the 
continent faces a wave of  youth-
led demonstrations.

But political analyst Dusan 
Vucicevic said the movement 
differed from other protests.

“This experiment in grass-
roots democracy succeeded in 
securing more than 50 per cent 
of  the vote, although it remains 
unclear whether a similar model 
could work in other countries,” 
Vucicevic told AFP. AP

Aleksandar meets his match in students

Students’ List leader Ili ja celebrates after 
Aleksandar Vucic conceded defeat in the 
parliamentary election in Belgrade |  AP
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