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Three rebel SP MILAs
likely to join BJP today

Induction event may
be attended by Pankaj
Chaudhary, Smriti
Irani

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Three rebel Samaj-
wadi Party (SP) MLAs — Rakesh
Pratap Singh, Abhay Singh and
Vinod Chaturvedi — are likely to
join the BJP at a programme in
Amethi on Wednesday in the
presence of state BJP president
Pankaj Chaudhary and former
Union minister Smriti Irani.

With the 2027 assembly elec-
tions approaching, the induction
of the three MLAS, representing
constituencies in Awadh and
Bundelkhand, is being seen as
part of the BJP’s outreach ahead
of the polls.

Speaking to reporters in Ame-
thi, Rakesh Pratap Singh, the
MLA from Gauriganj, confirmed
that he would join the BJP along
with Abhay Singh, who repre-
sents Gosainganj in Ayodhya,
and Vinod Chaturvedi, the MLA
from Kalpi in Jalaun.

State ministers Dara Singh

Rakesh Pratap Singh, Abhay Singh and Vinod Chaturvedi FILE

Chauhan and Pratibha Shukla
will also attend the programme,
BJP district president Sudhan-
shu Shukla said.

Rakesh Pratap Singh won the
Gauriganj seat in 2012, 2017 and
2022, defeating the BJP candi-
date by 6,963 votes in the last
election. His differences with the
SP widened after he voted for the
BJP candidate in the Rajya Sabha
elections in 2024. The SP
expelled him in June 2025, after
which he remained an unat-
tached member of the Assembly.

Explaining his decision to join
the BJP, Singh alleged that ques-
tions were being raised within
the SP over the existence of Lord
Ram and cited incidents of the
Ramcharitmanas being burnt
and torn. He also alleged that
caste and family interests were

being prioritised over the inter-
ests of the nation and society.
Abhay Singh was first elected in
2012 and returned to the Assem-
bly in 2022. Vinod Chaturvedi
won his seat in 2007 and again in
2022.

Another SP leader Manoj
Kumar Pandey, who had report-
edly led the rebellion back then
during the February 2024 Rajya
Sabha elections, had resigned as
the SP Chief Whip in the UP
assembly to cross-vote in favour
of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
candidates. He was subsequently
expelled from SP for working
against party principles. Pandey
later joined the BJP, which ulti-
mately rewarded his defection
on May 10, 2026, by inducting
him as a cabinet minister in the
Yogi Adityanath government.

DISCOMS TO ROPE IN PRADHANS TO RECOVER PENDING DUES

LUCKNOW: As the state power
corporation steps up efforts to
recover outstanding dues, power
distribution companies have
been directed to write to gram
pradhans and inform them
about rural electricity consum-
ers who have defaulted on bill

payments. The directive was
issued by UPPCL chairman and
principal secretary, energy, Ran-
veer Prasad, during a weekly
review meeting at Shakti
Bhawan on Tuesday. The move,
according to officials, aims to
facilitate coordinated efforts at

the village level to improve
recovery from defaulters.
Prasad also directed officials
to identify the 10 biggest default-
ers, verify their electricity bills,
issue notices and initiate discon-
nection proceedings in accord-
ance with the rules. HTC

Race for Ayodhya Sadar heats up,
GosamganJ rivals stlr poll pot
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LUCKNOW: Amid political spar-
ring between chief minister
Yogi Adityanath and Samajwadi
Party national president Akh-
ilesh Yadav over the Ayodhya
Sadar assembly constituency,
lobbying has begun in the Bhar-
atiya Janata Party for this pres-
tigious seat for the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh polls. Two arch-rivals
from the neighbouring Gosain-
ganj are reportedly staking
claim to the Ayodhya seat, one
for himself and the other for his
wife.

Sitting BJP MLA Ved Prakash
Gupta, 76, who has held the seat
since 2017, is likely to be
replaced due to age and narrow-
ing victory margins, party sour-
ces said.

The main ticket seekers to
replace him as the BJP candi-
date are sitting Gosaiganj MLA
Abhay Singh, who was elected
on the SP ticket but cross-voted
for the BJP in the 2024 Rajya
Sabha polls and is now with the
ruling party, and BJP’s former
Gosaiganj MLA Indra Pratap
Tiwari alias Khabbu Tiwari for
his wife Aarti Tiwari as he can-
not contest the election due to
his 2021 conviction in a fake
marksheet case.

The Ram temple, Hanuman
Garhi and most of the promi-
nent religious symbols of Ayo-
dhya are situated in the Ayo-
dhya Sadar assembly constitu-
ency.

Ayodhya (Sadar) has been a
BJP bastion since 1991 when
Lallu Singh won it and retained
it for five straight terms till
2007.

The SP broke the winning

BJP looks to retain its bastion after back-to-back wins, SP aims to
repeat 2012 victory

streak in 2012 when Tej Narayan
Pandey alias Pawan Pandey
beat Lallu Singh by 5,405 votes.

The BJP roared back in 2017
in the Modi wave as Gupta
polled 1,07,014 votes (49.20%)
and crushed Pandey (56,574
votes) by 50,440 votes. In the
first UP assembly election after
the Supreme Court’s 2019 Ram
Mandir verdict, Gupta retained
the seat in 2022 but his margin
shrank sharply.

He polled 1,13,414 votes
(49.04%) against Pawan Pan-
dey’s 93,424. The margin was
down to 19,990. The Bahujan
Samaj Party’s Ravi Prakash was
a distant third with 17,706 votes.
The dip, despite temple con-
struction, set alarm bells ring-
ing.

Then came the 2024 Lok
Sabha shock as the SP’s Dalit
leader Awadhesh Prasad won
the Faizabad parliamentary
seat, which includes the Ayo-
dhya (Sadar) assembly segment,
defeating the BJP’s two-time MP
Lallu Singh by 54,567 votes.

While the BJP led in the Ayo-
dhya (Sadar) assembly segment
in that Lok Sabha poll, it lost
four other segments- Milkipur,
Dariyabad, Rudauli and Bika-
pur.

Now, with Yogi Adityanath
projecting the Ayodhya devel-
opment model and Akhilesh
Yadav indicating he may per-
sonally focus on Ayodhya, the
BJP wants a candidate who can
combine Hindutva, caste bal-
ance and street power.

While Abhay Singh report-
edly sees Ayodhya Sadar as a
safer bet where the city’s urban,
Vaishya-Brahmin-Thakur mix
plus OBC base suit his new BJP
avatar, he faces intense local
rivalry and anti-incumbency in
Gosainganj.

“Abhay Singh has told the
state leadership he does not
want to contest from Gosain-
ganj this time,” a senior BJP
leader said.

Indra Pratap Tiwari is pitch-
ing his RSS-BJP roots, Brahmin
connect and work in Ayodhya
city to seek the ticket for his
spouse.

Indra Pratap’s appeal is pend-
ing in the Supreme Court
against the Lucknow bench of
the Allahabad high court’s
order upholding his conviction
by an Ayodhya trial court.
Hence, he is seeking the ticket
for his wife and looking to make
a proxy comeback.

His wife had challenged

Abhay Singh in the 2022 elec-
tion but lost.

Former SP MLA Tej Narain
Pandey has already started cam-
paigning as Akhilesh Yadav has
declared his candidature for the
seat. “I am not concerned about
the BJP candidate. Whether it is
chief minister Yogi Adityanath
or anyone else from the BJP, I
am least bothered. I have
already started campaigning,”
Pandey said.

“The 2027 poll will be a
repeat of 2012 and the victory
margin will be even big-
ger,”Pandey asserted.

When contacted, Abhay
Singh did not acknowledge that
he was in contention for the
party ticket.

“It does not matter who con-
tests from the BJP in Ayodhya.
The party’s symbol will be victo-
rious. But the victory margin
will depend on the party’s can-
didate. A powerful candidate
will win by one lakh and an
ordinary candidate will win by
25,000 votes,” he said.

“My family’s entire politics
revolves around the Ayodhya
assembly segment,” said Singh
who is a voter in the Ayodhya
Sadar assembly segment.

Both his parents were block
pramukhs in Ayodhya.

BJP chief state spokesperson
Dinesh Pratap Singh said:
“Unlike the Samajwadi Party
where the ticket is decided by
Akhilesh Yadav, in the BJP,
there is a process to finalise a
ticket.”

“As Ayodhya is a high-profile
assembly seat, there are many
ticket seekers. But the ticket will
be finalised by the state party
leadership after following due
process,” he added.

BJP SETS POLL
TARGETS FOR
MORCHAS AHEAD
OF 2027 UP POLLS

LUCKNOW: The BJP has
assigned target-based responsi-
bilities to its frontal organisa-
tions and morchas for the 2027
Uttar Pradesh assembly elec-
tions, with state general secre-
tary (organisation) Dharampal
Singh set to hold regular reviews
to monitor progress.

The move follows the appoint-
ment of heads of all seven mor-
chas last month. Amar Pal
Maurya heads the OBC Morcha,
while appointments have also
been made for the Yuva, Mahila,
Kisan, SC, ST and Minority mor-
chas.

“Each morcha has been given
specific targets linked to the
party’s 2027 roadmap,” said state
BJP chief spokesperson Dinesh
Pratap Singh, adding that the
party would counter the Samaj-
wadi Party’s PDA outreach.
Working committees of the mor-
chas will be announced soon.
The OBC Morcha has been
tasked with outreach at more
than 1.5 lakh booths with signifi-
cant OBC populations, promot-
ing welfare schemes such as PM
Vishwakarma, OBC scholar-
ships, Mudra and Ayushman
Bharat, and strengthening man-
dal-level conventions before
December.

The Yuva Morcha will focus
on voter enrolment among those
aged 18-29, campus outreach
and interactions on sports and
employment. The Mahila Mor-
cha will promote schemes such
as Lakhpati Didi, Ujjwala and
Poshan, besides engaging
women'’s self-help groups. The
Kisan Morcha will organise
farmer meetings on MSP pro-
curement, PM-Kisan, sugarcane
payments and agricultural infra-
structure, particularly in west-
ern UP and Bundelkhand. HTC
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