
Our Staff Reporter  
BHOPAL 

The school education de-
partment has extended the 
National Initiative for Profi-
ciency in Reading with 
Understanding and Numer-
acy (NIPUN) Bharat Abhiyan 
to Class 5 from the 2026-27 
academic session, expan-
ding the programme beyond 
its original national target of 
achieving foundational liter-
acy and numeracy by the 
end of Class 3.  

The State Education 
Centre (RSK) has directed 
the preparation of new exer-
cise books for Class 5, to be 
supplied to schools through 
the designated corporation. 
According to the guidelines 
issued by RSK, the expan-
sion is being undertaken in 
line with the Government of 
India's annual action plan 
for 2026-27. 

The guidelines state that 
exercise books based on 
NIPUN Bharat's teaching 
methodology are being pre-
pared for Class 5. Once the 

material reaches the block 
level, officials have been in-
structed to ensure its im-
mediate distribution to 
schools. 

 RSK has proposed train-
ing for teachers of Classes 3 
to 5 in the coming month.

MP extends NIPUN 
Bharat to Class 5

www.freepressjournal.in madhya pradesh
Indore, Friday, October 23, 2026

 
7 

SUN, MER, VEN
9

10 
PLU

11 
RAHU, 
MOON

1 

2 
HER

JUP, MARS
4

5 
KETU

12 
SAT, NEP

FF RR EE EE   PP RR EE SS SS   CC LL AA SS SS II FF II EE DD

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED
50/- SQ.CM. B/W.   

75/- SQ.CM.  
 (MINIMUM SIZE 1X3)

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED
RUNNING CLASSIFIED

7 DAY 500/-  
15 DAY 1000/- 
30 DAY 1500/-

FREE PRESS CALL- 9425082195

Saka 1948                                                            Samvat 2083 

Month        :  Ashwin Shukla 12 Friday 2.36 P.M. 

Nakshatra  : Pu-Bhadrapad 9.03 P.M. then Utt-Bhadrapad 

Yoga           : Dhruv 10.09 P.M. then Vyaghat 

Karan          : Kaulav 2.13 A.M. then Garaj 

Moon          : Kumbh 3.04 P.M. then Min

PANCHANG 23.10.2026 
(DAKSHINAYAN)

3

 
8

6 

Our Staff Reporter  
BHOPAL 

Director general of police Kail-
ash Makwana flagged off a na-
tionwide motorcycle rally 
carrying the message of ‘Fight 
Against Drugs’ in Bhopal on 
Thursday, with 146 police 
riders from 14 states partici-
pating in the campaign.  

Speaking at the flag-off cer-
emony, Makwana said the 
rally was not merely a journey 
but a nationwide message 
promoting national unity, dis-
cipline and courage. A total of 
146 police riders from 14 
states, including seven riders 
from Madhya Pradesh, par-
ticipated in the rally. The 
teams will travel through des-
ignated routes before reach-

ing Ekta Nagar in Gujarat, 
where they will take part in 
the National Unity Day 
parade on Oct 31, marking 
the birth anniversary of Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel. The 
bike rally includes partici-
pants from states under ‘Zone-
2 Central’ (Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 
Odisha and West Bengal) and 
‘Zone-4 North East’ (Tripura, 
Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Megha-
laya, Assam and Sikkim). 

DGP flags off  
anti-drug rally to 
culminate at  
National Unity Day 
parade in Gujarat

Police riders carry 
anti-drug message 
across states
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The National Security Guard 
(NSG), with the help of sister 
agencies, conducted counter-
terrorist mock exercises at 
three prominent locations of 
the city: 
Rajwada, Devi 
Ahilyabai Hol-
kar Airport and 
Daly College, 
where a signifi-
cant meeting of 
RSS is going to 
be organised. 

The Counter 
Terrorist Mock 
E x e r c i s e 
(CTME) was 
s u c c e s s f u l l y 
conducted at 
the Old Terminal Building 
(non-operational area) of the 
airport on Wednesday from 
10.36 hrs to 16.30 hrs. As per 
the exercise scenario, terror-
ists attacked the old airport 
terminal building and held 
passengers hostage inside the 
terminal building. 

Colonel Abhisek Singh from 
NSG informed that the mock 
exercises were conducted at 

these locations looking at their 
high-risk nature. The exercise 
was concluded successfully 
with active coordination and 
support from all sister 
agencies, including AAI, In-
dore Police, ATS MP Police, 
Para Commandos Army, AAI 

Fire, State BDDS, medical 
team, IB and district adminis-
tration.  

A total of 367 personnel 
participated in the exercise, 
including NSG (127), CISF 
(142), AAI (10), Indore Police 
(33), MP Police ATS (12), Para 
Commandos Army (26), AAI 
Fire (8), State BDDS (7), medi-
cal (8), IB (1) and district ad-
ministration (1). 

Counter-terror  NSG 
mock exercises at three 
locations in Indore
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The five-day skill development 
and job-oriented workshop on 
Seed Technology and Allied 
Agricultural Subjects con-
cluded at Government Holkar 
Science College with practical 
training on soil pH testing, 
electrical conductivity (EC) 
measurement and the man-
agement of problem soils.

Experts highlight soil 
health: Assistant director of 
agriculture, Ujjain, CP Patidar 
explained the fundamentals of 
soil science and methods to 
manage problem soils. During 
the practical session, students 
independently tested soil 
samples using litmus paper. 
Chief guest Dr Sandhya Chouk-
sey highlighted the relationship 

between soil quality, pH levels 
and crop growth. Principal Dr 
Anamika Jain urged farmers to 
use the Soil Health Card 
Scheme and apply fertilisers 
judiciously based on soil test re-
ports. Head of department Dr 
Priti Chaturvedi emphasised 
the importance of healthy soil 
for healthy lives. Guest of hon-
our Lakhan Kumar Yadav, di-
rector of SS Group, shared his 
entrepreneurial journey and 
encouraged students to pursue 
opportunities in agriculture 
with dedication. Prof Ashok Jat 
coordinated the workshop, 
while Prof Hrithik Bagri de-
livered the vote of thanks. Fac-
ulty members and students 
appreciated the organisers’ ef-
forts and called for more such 
skill development pro-
grammes.

Soil health, pH testing focus of 
workshop at Holkar College
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Commissioner of police San-
tosh Kumar Singh on Thursday 
directed officers to strengthen 
crime prevention and tighten 
festive security, particularly 
around firecracker markets, il-
legal explosive storage and 
prohibited materials. 

At a meeting reviewing 
crime control, law and order, 
traffic management and digi-
tal policing, additional com-
missioners RK Singh (Crime 
and Headquarters) and May-
ank Awasthi (Law and Order), 
deputy commissioners and 
other officers were present. 

During a zone-wise review, 
Singh ordered continued pre-
ventive action against crimi-
nals, anti-social elements and 
habitual offenders, besides ef-
fective steps to cancel bail 
granted to hardened criminals 
and those involved in serious 
offences. 

He directed officers to dis-
mantle illegal drug networks 
and closely monitor habitual 
offenders booked under the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) Act. 

The commissioner called 

for drone patrolling, intensive 
checking at sensitive locations, 
criminal hotspots and poorly 
monitored areas, improved 
beat policing and visible police 
deployment. 

Police stations were in-
structed to effectively imple-
ment e-FIR and zero-FIR 
procedures, strengthen digital 
investigations and prioritise 
public complaints. 

Ahead of Diwali, Singh or-
dered regular inspections of 
firecracker shops and markets 
to ensure safety compliance, 
including fire extinguishers, 
sand, buckets or drums of 
water and other necessary ar-
rangements. 

He directed officers to pre-
vent illegal firecracker storage 
in residential areas and initiate 
legal action against violators. 
Strict monitoring of pro-
hibited carbide guns and il-
legal explosive materials was 
also ordered. 

Police were told to maintain 
a strong presence in crowded 
markets and sensitive areas 
throughout the festive season. 
Singh also sought regular 
awareness meetings on 
women's safety, traffic rules 
and cybercrime.

CP directs officers to 
tighten security 
during festive season

Eminent 
educationist 
Ravi Gangwal 
to be felicitated 
on Oct 24 
Our Staff Reporter 
INDORE  

A public felicitation ceremony 
honouring eminent education-
ist Ravi Gangwal will be held on 
Saturday, October 24 at the 
auditorium of Shri Bal Vinay 
Mandir, Chhatribagh. The cer-

emony will be 
presided over 
by Swapnil 
Kothari, Chan-
cellor of Re-
n a i s s a n c e 
University. 

Ravi Gangwal has made 
significant contributions to 
education, value-based learn-
ing and the holistic devel-
opment of students during his 
distinguished career. His 
dedication, discipline and 
commitment to educational 
excellence have made him an 
inspiration to the education 
fraternity.The ceremony will 
recognise his contributions to 
education and social service, 
highlighting his role in shap-
ing students’ lives and pro-
moting value-based learning. 

Felicitation ceremony to 
be organised jointly: The pro-
gramme is being jointly organ-
ised by an alumni association 
and the Shri Ravi Gangwal Fel-
icitation Ceremony Committee. 
The event will bring together 
members of the education fra-
ternity and well-wishers to 
honour Gangwal’s achiev-
ements and acknowledge his 
enduring contribution to so-
ciety through education. 

Viral post on 
Digvijaya's yatra 
sparks row; Cong 
denies claim 
Our Staff Reporter 
BHOPAL 

An alleged WhatsApp mess-
age purportedly issued by 
state Congress media depart-
ment head Mukesh Nayak, di-
recting party spokespersons 
not to make public statements 
on Digvijaya Singh's 'Satya Sa-
natan Swabhiman Yatra' with-
out consultation, has gone 
viral on social media. 

The message was shared by 
BJP spokesperson Yashpal 
Singh Sisodiya. The message 
allegedly directs all spokes-
persons of the party not to 
issue any public statement or 
media reaction regarding 
Singh's yatra from Ujjain to 
Ayodhya without prior con-
sultation. It further states that 
spokespersons must consult 
the media department head 
before issuing any official re-
sponse on the matter. How-
ever, Nayak denied issuing any 
such directive, describing the 
news as baseless. He said ac-
tion would be taken as per 
rules against those circulating 
fake news.

Our Staff Reporter 
BHOPAL 

To make Madhya Pradesh 
drug-free, various state gov-
ernment departments will 
launch joint campaigns. In-
itially, anti-drug committees 
will be formed in higher edu-
cation institutions with more 

than 500 students. These 
committees will include 
teachers, parents, students 
and representatives from the 
Higher Education Depart-
ment, Social Justice Depart-

ment and police, said Chief 
Secretary Ashok Barnwal. 

The Chief Secretary was re-
viewing the situation during 
the fifth state-level Narco-Co-
ordination Centre (NCORD) 
meeting held at Mantralaya on 
Thursday. He said that just as 
Naxalism had been eradicated 
from the state, relevant depart-
ments should launch a con-
certed three-year campaign to 
dismantle the network of illicit 
narcotic substances and send a 
clear message to all sections of 
society. 

He directed each depart-
ment to set internal targets 

and develop an action plan 
for the initiative. He also 
called for strengthening the 
intelligence apparatus and 

improving coordination be-
tween the Narcotics Wing, 
State Intelligence Bureau 
(SIB) and local police.

NARCOTICS CRACKDOWN | NCORD meeting reviews  
three-year action plan to make MP drug-free

CS calls for coordinated 
anti-drug campaign

MP leads in disposal  
of seized narcotics 
Madhya Pradesh currently ranks first in the country 

in the disposal of seized narcotic substances, with 
274,405 kilograms disposed of over the past two years. 
Of this, 144,025 kilograms, including opium, morphine 
and codeine, were disposed of across 2,073 cases in 
2025, while another 130,380 kilograms were disposed 
of across 2,756 cases up to Sept 30, 2026. Besides, 
50,933 kilograms of narcotic substances were seized in 
2,986 cases registered under the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, involving 4,091 
accused individuals up to Sept 30 this year.

CS Ashok Barnwal

18 drug laboratories dismantled,  
assets worth Rs 446 crore attached 

A total of 811 complaints were received in the state during 
2025-2026. During this period, MP Police, in coordination 
with the NCB, DRI and CBN, dismantled 18 clandestine drug 
laboratories across the state.  Assets worth Rs 446 crore have 
also been attached in cases registered under the NDPS Act. 

Yadav highlights 
state's land bank, 
infrastructure and 
skilled workforce at 
INDIA CHEM 2026 
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Madhya Pradesh is poised to 
emerge as a leading hub for 
chemicals and petrochemi-
cals, backed by its vast land 
bank, assured availability of 
water and power, and skilled 
workforce, Chief Minister 
Mohan Yadav said at the in-
augural session of the three-
day INDIA CHEM 2026 
programme in Mumbai on 
Thursday. 

Yadav also held one-on-
one meetings with industry 
leaders to explore investment 
opportunities in textiles, 
higher education, artificial 
intelligence, chemicals, ferti-
lisers and pharmaceuticals. 

Speaking about the impor-
tance of the event for Madhya 
Pradesh, the Chief Minister 

said that such sector-specific 
platforms bring together 
businesses of different sizes, 
creating opportunities for in-
teraction and investment. 
“This event focuses on a par-
ticular sector, bringing to-
gether businesses associated 
with it, from the largest to the 
smallest. The Government of 
India, FICCI and various state 
governments are also partici-
pating, with Madhya Pradesh 
serving as a co-partner. Nat-
urally, the state will benefit 
from this,” he added. 

Yadav said that India ex-
ports petrochemical and or-
ganic products to more than 
170 countries, while chemical 
and petrochemical produc-
tion has grown by approxi-
mately 25% over the past 12 
years. The Madhya Pradesh 
Industrial Development Cor-
poration (MPIDC) estab-
lished the exhibition to 
attract interest from partici-
pating industry represen-
tatives, who were briefed by 
state officials on investment 
opportunities and industrial 
infrastructure. 

MP set to emerge as 
leading state in 
chemicals and 
petrochemicals: CM


