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APPLE, often described
as the king of temperate
fruits, is valued for its

nutritional properties and
long shelf life. However, while
growers focus heavily on man-
aging the crop until harvest,
the post-harvest care of
orchards often receives less
attention. The post-harvest
nutrient replenishment and
monitoring of overwintering
pests and diseases are crucial
for maintaining tree health
and ensuring production in
the following season. Unsci-
entific use of manure and fer-
tilisers can lead to nutrient
imbalance, poor uptake, defi-
ciencies and deterioration in
fruit quality.

Plants require 17 essential
elements for growth. Carbon,
oxygen and hydrogen,
obtained mainly from carbon
dioxide and water, constitute
more than 95 per cent of a
tree’s dry matter. The remain-
ing nutrients are largely taken
up through roots. Apple trees
depend considerably on nutri-
ents stored during the previ-
ous season for early vegetative
growth, flowering and fruit
development. Deciduous fruit
trees gradually withdraw
nutrients from their leaves
before leaf fall and store them
in roots, stems, spurs, bark
and other tissues for use in the
following season.

Therefore, post-harvest
nutrient management is par-
ticularly important. Its effec-
tiveness, however, depends on
the health of the tree, existing

nutrient deficiencies, crop
load and the incidence of
pests and diseases. Among
the nutrients, nitrogen, boron,
zinc and magnesium are par-
ticularly important during the
post-harvest period. Other
nutrients are required mainly
during active growth and
applications after harvest may
not always be effective.

Complete nutrient application
when leaves still green
As autumn advances, trees
enter the senescence phase.
Leaves begin to lose their
green colour when night
temperatures remain
around 4°C to 10°C. Nutrient
applications should prefer-
ably be completed while the
leaves are still green, gener-
ally within about a week of
harvest, to allow the nutri-
ents to be absorbed and
stored before leaf fall.

Soil analysis should ideally
be undertaken every four to
five years, while the leaf
nutrient analysis can be done
annually. Fertiliser doses
should then be adjusted
according to the results.

Nitrogen important 
after harvest 
Nitrogen is particularly
important after harvest as it
builds up reserves in plants.
The urea spray helps in devel-
oping flowers, leaves and

fruits in plants. Urea can be
applied between October and
early November when tem-
peratures remain above 10°C.
The average annual shoot
growth can also provide an
indication of nitrogen status.
Growth below 30 cm may indi-
cate deficiency, around 30 cm
to 45 cm is generally consid-
ered normal, while growth
exceeding 45 cm indicates
excessive vigour. Before leaf
fall, nitrogen is translocated
from leaves to roots for stor-
age. A commonly recom-
mended post-harvest applica-
tion is 3 kg of urea in 200 litres
of water, applied about a week
after harvest.

However, excessive nitrogen
should be avoided. Excessive
vegetative growth can
adversely affect return bloom
and fruit quality and may
increase susceptibility to
pests and diseases such as
San Jose scale, woolly aphid,
red mite and canker.

Magnesium is essential for
chlorophyll formation,
enzyme activation and plays a
role in phosphorus uptake
and transport. A post-harvest
spray of around 500 gram of
magnesium in 200 litres of
water may be used to address
its deficiency. Excess magne-
sium, however, can interfere
with calcium uptake and
aggravate bitter pit.

Micronutrients are also

important. These include
zinc, boron, manganese,
copper, iron, molybdenum,
chlorine, nickel and seleni-
um. Of these, boron and
zinc deficiencies are rela-
tively common in apple
orchards, while manganese
deficiency is less frequent.

Boron is important for the
growth of shoot and root tips,
pollen germination and pollen
tube growth and also con-
tributes to efficient transport
through xylem and phloem. It
has a bearing on fruit quality
as well. A post-harvest spray
of about 200 gram of boron in
200 litres of water may be
used. Where both nitrogen
and boron are deficient,
around 1.5 kg urea with 200
gram of boron in 200 litres of
water may be considered.

Boron, however, has a nar-
row range between deficiency
and toxicity. Excess applica-
tion can cause leaf-margin
necrosis and twig dieback.

Zinc is involved in the pro-
duction of growth hormones,
bud burst and several enzyme
activities. Since zinc can react
with soil particles and become
less available, foliar applica-
tion may be useful where defi-
ciency is identified. Around
500 gram of zinc sulphate in
200 litres of water is a com-
monly recommended dose.
Zinc and boron can also act
synergistically in improving

nitrogen and potassium
uptake.

Potassium also needs care-
ful management. Growers
often use higher quantities to
improve fruit colour, but
excessive potassium can
antagonise calcium and con-
tribute to bitter pit. It can also
interfere with the uptake of
magnesium, zinc and iron.

Though nitrogen, potassi-
um, boron and zinc can gen-
erally be tank-mixed at rec-
ommended concentrations,
improper combinations or
excessive doses can cause
antagonistic lockout effects.
Where several deficiencies
are suspected, nutrients
should be applied separate-
ly or only in scientifically
compatible combinations
after expert advice.

Post-harvest pest and dis-
ease monitoring is equally
important. San Jose scale,
woolly aphid and red mite,
along with diseases such as
Alternaria leaf blotch, scab
and Marssonina should be
monitored regularly.

Where pest or disease inci-
dence is widespread, appro-
priate post-harvest treatment
may be required. Horticultur-
al mineral oil (2 litre), copper
oxychloride (600 gram) and
chlorpyrifos 200 ml is effective
in managing these problems.
Spray this combination 15
days after the nutrient appli-
cation. Chemicals should be
used only when genuinely
necessary, based on the pre-
vailing pest or disease situa-
tion. Their selection, dosage,
timing, and waiting period
should strictly follow scientif-
ic recommendations. Avoid
unnecessary or indiscrimi-
nate chemical use to protect
natural enemies and reduce
pesticide residues on fruits
and in the environment.

The writer is a former profes-
sor of University of Horticul-
ture and Forestry, Nauni.

Post-harvest care crucial for apple orchards
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DEMAND NOTICE 

Name of the  Borrower(s)/ 
Guarantor(s)

Description of the 
Property/ies 

Date of
Demand
Notice

Amount as per
demand notice

Date : 22.10.2026 PLACE : Bhunter AUTHORISED OFFICER

BRANCH OFFICE : BHUNTER

Date of
NPA

1. Shri Shadab Ali S/o Shri 
Mehboob Ali, Village and 
Post Office Jia, Tehsil 
Bhunter Kashawri, District 
Kullu, Himachal Pradesh -
175125. 2. Shri Mehboob 
Ali S/o Shri Hameed, Village 
and Post Office Jia, Tehsil 
Bhunter Kashawri, District 
Kullu, Himachal Pradesh 
175125.  All other Legal 

Total land measuring 01-00-10 i.e.  Rs. 51,26,135.21
as on 30.09.2026
plus interest and 

other charges thereon

11-04-2026

 ii. Land measuring 01-00-06 bigha being 406/1557 share of land measuring 03-17-17 
bigha comprised in khasra No. 1860/1330/1068 Khata Khatauni No. 146min/199min 
and entered in Jamabandi for the year 2012-13 situated at Phati & Kothi Bajaura, 
Tehsil Bhunter, District Kullu, Himachal Pradesh along with building constructed or to 
be constructed thereon. Bounded by: North: Open Plot of Shri Vaidya, South: Road, 
East: Open Plot, West: Open Plot of Shri Birender Sood & Shri Surinder Sood.

16.10.2026
I) Land measuring 00-00-04 bigha being 4/60 share of land 
measuring 00-03-00 bigha comprised in Khasra No. 
1856/1328/1066 Khata Khatauni No. 146 min/199min.

A Notice is hereby given that the following borrowers have defaulted in the repayment of principal and 
payment of interest of credit facilities obtained by them from the bank and said facilities have turned Non 
Performing Assets. The Notice under Section 13(2) of Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial 
Assets & Enforcement of Security interest Act 2002 have been issued by Authorised officer of Bank to 
Borrowers and Guarantors on their last known addresses. However, in some of the cases the notices have 
been returned unserved and in other cases acknowledgments have not been received. As such 
Borrowers/Guarantors are hereby informed by  way of public notice about the same. 

 It may be noted that under the provisions of the section 13(8) of the Act, right of redemption is 
available to you, by paying the dues of the Bank together with all costs, charges and expenses 
incurred by the Bank, at any time, before the date of publication of notice, for public auction or 
inviting quotations or tender from public or private treaty for transfer by the of lease, assignment  or 
sale of the secured assets. The above Borrowers/Guarantors/ Mortgagors are advised to pay the 
amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of publication of this notice, failing 
which further steps will be taken as per provisions of Securitization and Reconstruction of 
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 after the expiry of 60 days from the 
date of publication of this notice. Borrowers/Guarantors/Mortgagors are all also advised to collect 
the copy of notice from the concerned branch.

heirs of Late Smt. Anvari W/o Shri Mehboob. 1. Shri Mehboob Ali S/o Shri Hameed, Village and Post Office Jia, Tehsil 
Bhunter Kashawri, District Kullu, Himachal Pradesh -175125. 2. Shri Shadab Ali S/o Shri Mehboob Ali Village and Post 
Office Jia, Tehsil Bhunter Kashawri, District Kullu, Himachal Pradesh 175125. 3. Shri Mohammad Aabad S/o Shri 
Mehboob Ali, Village and Post Office Jia, Tehsil Bhunter Kashawri, District Kullu, Himachal Pradesh -175125.  4. All other 
Legal heirs of Late Smt. Anvari W/o Shri Mehboob.

Whereas the undersigned being "Authorised Officer" of UCO BANK, under the Securitization & Reconstruction of Financial Assets and 
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of Security Interest 
(Enforcement) Rules 2002 issued a demand notice on the date mentioned against the account calling upon the respective Borrower(s)/ 
Guarantor(s) to repay the amount as mentioned against account within 60 days from the date of notice/ date of receipt of the said notice.
The Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) and the public 
in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the property described herein below in Exercise of the powers 
conferred on him under section 13(4) of said Act read with Rule 8& 9 of the said rules on the date mentioned against account.
The Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) in particular & the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the said property and dealing with 
the property will be subject to the charge on the UCO BANK for the amount mentioned herein below besides interest and 
applicable charges less recovery if any.
The borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (4) of section 13 of the Act with Rule 8 in respect 
of time available, to redeem the secured assets.
 The Borrower (s)/ Guarantor(s) attention is invited to provision of subsection (8) of section 13 of this Act, in respect of time available, to 
redeem the secured asset(s).

Borrower(s): Mr. Subhash Kumar S/O 
Sunka Ram Ward No 2 Bhagsunag 
Tehsil Dharamshala Distt Kangra HP-
176219 Guarantor - Mrs. Maya Devi 
W/O Subhash Kumar, Ward No 2 
Bhagsunag Tehsil Dharamshala, Distt 
Kangra HP-176219

Rs. 8,25,807.81 (Rupees 
Eight Lakh Twenty Five 
Thousand Eight Hundred 
Seven and Eighty One 
paisa only) (inclusive of 
interest up to 29.06.2026) 
with future interest and 
incidental expenses, 
costs. 

Land measuring 0-07-86 
Hectares comprised in Khata 

30.07.2026 17.10.2026

Date : 
Place :

 22.10.2026
 Bhagsunag

Authorised Officer
UCO BANK

No. 199 min, Khatauni No. 264 min, Khasra No. 909/826/741, 
total land measuring 0-07-86 Hectares: Situated at Mohal 
Bangrehar, Mauza Gharoh Tehsil Dharamshala. District 
Kangra - HP as per jamabandi for the year 2011-12 along with 
superstructure/building existing/to be raised thereon with right 

Description of 
Immovable 
property 

Name of the Branch/
Borrower &  Guarantor

Date of 
Demand 
Notice

Date of 
Symbolic

Possession

Amount  
outstanding as per 
demand notice

RULE-8(1) POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

;wdks cSad UCO BANK BRANCH OFFICE : BHAGSUNAG, DISTT. KANGRA  (H.P.)
ZONAL OFFICE : DHARAMSHALA (H.P.)

to path/access thereto. Amount Secured : Rs.10,00,000/- (Rupees Ten Lac only) Registered Mortgage 
Registration No: 755/2014 Registration Date: 15.05.2014 Reference no:- 950/2014
CERSAI Security Interest ID: 400032997568, Asset ID; 200032943252

THE MANDI URBAN CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD.
MOTI BAZAR, MANDI, DISTT. MANDI H.P. – 175001

“RECRUITMENNT NOTICE”

WALK-IN INTERVIEW FOR THE POST OF 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (CEO)

The Mandi Urban Co-operative Bank Ltd. Moti Bazar, Distt. Mandi H.P.
invites applications for the post of Chief Executive Officer on Contract Basis
for 2 years as per eligibility norms and terms and conditions.

ELEGIBILITY CRITERIA:-

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS & AGE:-

1. The person shall be Graduate with:-

a) CAIIB/Diploma in Cooperative Business Management or equivalent
qualification or 

b) Chartered Accountant/Cost Accountant

or

c) Post Graduate in any discipline

and

d) Retired Banker

As per RBI Guidelines

2. The person may be between 45 to 70 years of age at the time of
appointment.

3. The person shall have atleast 8 years of work experience at the
middle/senior level in the Banking Sector.

HONORARIUM:-

(a) The CEO will be paid consolidated sum of Rs. 30000/- in the shape of
honorarium and no other allowance like gratuity, leave encashment, and
medical allowance etc. shall be admissible either during the Contract
Period or on termination of Contract. However, the person appointed
under the scheme is officially deputed on tour by the competent authority,
he will be entitled for TA & DA at par with his regular staff.

(b) No compensation/ex-gratia shall be given to the Contractual Employees
or their legal heir’s in case of death while in service.

MODE OF RECRUITMENT:- Direct Recruitment from amongst eligible
candidates by interview.

HOW TO APPLY:- Eligible candidates may submit their applications along
with a detailed resume before the interview committee
along with all educational and experience certificates
and other relevant documents on 07.11.2026 before
10:30 AM.

ADDRESS, TIME AND DATE FOR INTERVIEW:- The Mandi Urban Co-
operative Bank Ltd.
Moti Bazar, Mandi Distt.
Mandi H.P. at 11:30 A.M
on 07.11.2026.

The Bank reserves the right to accept or reject any application and to modify
or cancel recruitment process in accordance with applicable rules and terms
and conditions for recruitment.

By order of the competent Authority
The Mandi Urban Co-operative Bank Ltd. 
Moti Bazar, Mandi Distt. Mandi H.P. DI-18346
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Tribune News Service

Shimla, October 22
Pritha Doegar, a Class XII
student of Auckland House
School, has won the presti-
gious Gold Award at The
Queen’s Commonwealth
Writing Competition-2026,
one of the Commonwealth’s
oldest and most renowned
international writing com-
petitions for young people.
She was given the award for
her creative piece, titled
“Souls Translated”, which
explored the power of per-
sonal interests in connect-
ing people across cultures

and communities.
This year, the theme of the

competition was “Common
Ground: Better Together”,

through which young writers
were asked to reflect on
shared values, experiences
and aspirations that unite
people across the diverse
Commonwealth. Pritha’s
piece drew upon the prompt
of “hobby” and explored how
it connects a person to other
people, either locally or
across the Commonwealth
despite cultural and geo-
graphical differences.

Pritha said that she was an
avid reader with keen inter-
est in creative writing. She
added that she was interested
in history, political science
and international affairs and

likes to explore the world and
its diverse social, political and
cultural perspectives.

School’s principal Smaraki
Samantaroy congratulated
Pritha and said her winning
the award was significant for
her as she had won a bronze
medal in the same competi-
tion last year. “Pritha has
demonstrated her commit-
ment to writing, intellectual
growth and perseverance.
Her achievement stands out
in the 2026 edition, which
received a record 53,840
entries from across the Com-
monwealth’s 56 member
countries,” she added. 

Auckland House’s Pritha wins Gold Award
at Commonwealth Writing Competition

Pritha Deogar

Dharamsala, October 22
Shahpur MLA Kewal Singh
Pathania on Thursday felicitat-
ed Pratigya, Khushi Sharma,
Shanvi, Arushi and Miller Dol-
ma, all student of Government
Senior Secondary School,
Gharoh, for their selection for a
national-level football champi-
onship. He said the selection of
five players from one school
was a remarkable achievement
that reflected their hard work,
determination and the institu-
tion’s commitment to nurtur-
ing sporting talent.

Pathania  congratulated the
young footballers and wished
them success. He urged them

to pursue excellence in sports
without compromising on aca-
demics. He encouraged them
to remain focused on their
goals and serve as an inspira-
tion to other girls in the region.

He said that the state gov-
ernment, under Chief Minis-
ter Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu,
had significantly enhanced
the prize money for sportsper-
sons to recognise their
achievements and encourage
greater participation in sports.

Pathania honoured the
five players with mufflers,
caps and mementoes and
distributed sweets to cele-
brate their selection. — OC

Shahpur MLA honours 5
Gharoh school students

Shahpur MLA Kewal Singh Pathania listens to the inspiring
success stories of budding footballers from his constituency.
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