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Give first-preference votes to Congress, Khandre to teachers
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Bidar

RURAL Development and Pan-
chayat Raj Minister Eshwar 
Khandre has appealed to teach-
ers not to forget the contribu-
tions of  the Congress party in 
ensuring dignity, respect and 
rights  for  the teaching 
community.

Addressing teachers during 
an election campaign at Karna-
taka Education Society here on 
Friday, Khandre urged them to 
cast their first-preference votes 
for Congress candidate Sharan-
appa Mattur in the North-East 
Teachers’ Constituency Legisla-
tive Council election scheduled 
for October 23 and ensure his 
victory with a huge majority.

Khandre added that the Con-
gress leadership played a sig-
nificant role in upholding the 
dignity of  the teaching profes-
sion. He recalled that Dr 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, one 
of  India’s most distinguished 
teachers, was elected President 
of  India, reflecting the impor-
tance attached to the teaching 
community. 17,000 teachers to 
be recruited; 7,000 posts for 
Kalyana Karnataka

Khandre said the state gov-
ernment was undertaking the 
recruitment of  approximately 
17,000 teachers, of  which 7,000 
posts would be allocated to the 
Kalyana Karnataka region. To 
address the shortage of  teachers 
and improve the quality of  edu-

cation in the region, a request 
had also been made to the Chief  
Minister to fill an additional 
5,000 teaching posts, he said.

Congress instrumental in 
securing Article 371(J) status
Highlighting the party’s contri-
bution to the development of  
Kalyana Karnataka, Khandre 
said the implementation of  Ar-
ticle 371(J) of  the Constitution 
had created special opportuni-
ties in education and employ-
ment for people of  the region.

The special status had opened 
up new opportunities for the 
youth and contributed to the 
region’s development, he said.

Khandre reiterated that the 
party remained committed to 
teachers’ welfare, protection of  

their rights, development of  
educational institutions and 
improvement of  educational 
standards.

He appealed to teachers to al-
low Mattur to represent their 
concerns effectively in the Leg-
islative Council and work to-
w a r d s  r e s o l v i n g  t h e i r 
problems.

“Teachers should place their 
trust in the Congress candidate 
and give him their first-prefer-
ence votes to ensure a resound-
ing victory,” he urged.

MLA Rahim Khan, district 
Congress committee president 
Abdul Mannan Seth, Karnata-
ka Education Society president 
Basavaraj Jabashetty, teachers 
and other dignitaries were 
present on the occasion.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kalaburagi

MINISTER of  Minor Irriga-
tion, Science & Technology and 
Jewargi MLA Dr Ajay Dharam 
Singh urged that special prior-
ity be given to the drinking wa-
ter needs of  Jewargi Assembly 
Constituency and Raichur dis-
trict. He also insisted that wa-
ter reach farmers’ fields in the 
tail-end areas of  the canal 
network.

In a press note issued by 
Singh’s office here on Friday, it 
has been stated that participat-
ing in the Irrigation Consulta-
tive Meeting for the Upper 
Krishna Project (for the year 
2026-27) held at Vikas Soudha 
in Bengaluru under the chair-
manship of  Vi jayanand 
Kashappanavar (who is the 
chairman of  Upper Krishna 
Project Irrigation Consultative 
Committee and Bagalkot Dis-
trict In-charge Minister, Singh 
brought to the committee’s at-
tention that several villagers 
located at the tail-end of  the 
JBC, IBC, and MBC canals in 
Jewargi Assembly constituen-
cy are not receiving adequate 
water supply, causing hardship 
for both the local population 
and livestock. In light of  this, 
he requested that 2.5 TMC of  
water be reserved to meet the 
drinking water and essential 
usage needs of  the Jewargi 
constituency through the up-
coming summer.

The Jewargi Branch Canal, 
spanning from kilometer 40 to 

86.36, covers a command area 
of  50,425 hectares; according to 
the design specifications, this 
section requires a water flow of  
1,033 cusecs. The Minister 
pointed out that currently only 
about 500 cusecs of  water is 
flowing, indicating a shortage 
of  approximately 533 cusecs. 
He urged that the pending ca-
nal renovation works be taken 
up on a priority basis, noting 
that the Jewargi and Mudabal 
branch canals are 25-30 years 
old and are experiencing leak-
age and water loss.

He also called for a technical 
review of  the impact of  the bar-
rier near the Kembhavi Head 
Regulator, and for necessary 
corrective measures to be 
taken.

Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Minister Eshwar Khandre addressing teachers 
during an election campaign at Karnataka Education Society on Friday |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Gadag

UNION Minister Pralhad Joshi 
has expressed confidence that 
NDA candidates will win all four 
Legislative Council seats in Kar-
nataka, including the West Grad-
uates’ Constituency, alleging 
growing public dissatisfaction 
with the Congress government’s 
performance in the state.

Speaking to the media here 
on Friday, Joshi launched a 
sharp attack on the Congress 
government over its adminis-
tration, power shortages, 
drought management, rising 
prices and the recent sting op-
eration controversy. He said 
Karnataka had once been a 
state with substantial electric-
ity generation capacity, but 
farmers and rural residents 
were now facing frequent pow-
er cuts. He alleged that the state 
had failed to ensure adequate 
power procurement and supply, 
adding that it lacked the capacity 
to purchase and distribute suffi-
cient power to meet public de-
mand.  Criticising the govern-
ment’s drought relief  measures, 
Joshi said the previous BJP 
government had provided com-
pensation of  ̀ 8,000 per hectare 
for certain crop losses, `13,000 

for dryland agriculture and 
`25,000 for irrigated land dur-
ing periods of  excessive rain-
fall. In contrast, he alleged, the 
present government had an-
nounced only `2,500 per affect-
ed farming family in drought 
relief, failing to provide ade-
quate assistance to farmers.

Commenting on the contro-
versy surrounding a recent 
sting operation in the state, 
Joshi called for a com-
prehensive investigation 
to establish the facts and 
identify those responsi-
ble. He said the state 
government should or-
der a Special Inves-

tigation Team (SIT) probe or 
ensure an investigation under 
court supervision. Those found 
guilty should face action irre-
spective of  their political affili-
ations, he added.

Expressing concern that the 
debate surrounding the contro-
versy was focusing more on the 
identity of  those who recorded 
the footage than on investigat-

ing its contents, the minis-
ter said that despite his 
differences with former 
CM Siddaramaiah, a 

fair and impartial in-
vestigation was neces-

sary to establish the 
truth.

Public anger against Congress govt will 
ensure NDA win in all 4 MLC seats: Joshi   

Cooperate with committee: Farmers told 
HUBBALLI: Union Minister Pralhad Joshi said a committee 
headed by Prof Ramesh Chand was constituted to address issues 
faced by sugarcane farmers, including pricing, weighing 
discrepancies, and recovery rates. Urging farmers to cooperate 
with the committee, Joshi expressed hope that it would arrive at 
a positive decision soon. He said the Centre’s ethanol-blending 
policy had helped improve payment mechanisms for sugarcane 
growers, while increased ethanol procurement and the use of 
sugarcane products for ethanol production had benefited both 
farmers and the sugar industry. Joshi also urged the Karnataka 
government to address farmers’ demands, particularly the 
fixation of a State Advised Price (SAP) for sugarcane. He said 
officials had been assigned to examine growers’ concerns. 

YERNALE SECURES PLACE IN 
STANFORD UNIV’S WORLD’S  
TOP 2% SCIENTISTS LIST
Bidar: Dr Nagesh G Yernale, Head of the 
Department of Chemistry at Guru Nanak 
First Grade College (GNFGC), Bidar, has 
brought pride to the institution and the 
district by securing a place in the 
prestigious World’s Top 2% Scientists List 
2026, compiled by Stanford University in 
collaboration with Elsevier, stated a release 
by the college here on Friday. This marks 
Yernale’s third consecutive year of 
recognition, following his inclusion in the
2024 and 2025 editions of the list. His 
continued presence in the internationally 
recognised ranking highlights his consistent 
contributions to scientific research and 

academic excellence. 
According to the 2026 
single-year list, 6,954 
researchers affiliated 
with Indian institutions 
have been recognised, 
reflecting India’s 
growing contribution to 

global scientific research. Yernale secured a 
global rank of 277,762 and a subfield rank of 
508 in General Chemistry, as per his 
reported ranking details. The list is based 
on standardised citation indicators that 
assess the impact of researchers’ scientific 
publications and contributions. Hailing 
from Hedgapur village in Aurad taluk, 
Yernale completed his B.Sc. at Guru Nanak 
First Grade College, and his M.Sc. and Ph.D. 
in Chemistry at Gulbarga University, under 
the guidance of Prof B H M 
Mruthyunjayaswamy. His research interests 
include coordination chemistry, Schiff base 
metal complexes, bioactive compounds, 
nanomaterials, drug discovery, and 
computational chemistry. He has published 
more than 70 research articles and authored 
two books, making significant contributions 
to scientific research. ENS

Prioritise meeting drinking water 
needs of Jewargi, Raichur dist: Min

Minister for Minor Irrigation, Science & Technology Dr Ajay 
Dharam Singh participating in the Irrigation Consultative 
Meeting for the Upper Krishna Project on Friday |  EXPRESS

Three  
TMC of water  
for Raichur
Singh during the 
meeting also 
insisted that three 
TMC of water be 
reserved 
immediately to 
meet the drinking 
water requirements 
of Raichur city 
during the 
upcoming summer. 
He emphasised that 
water availability 
and shortage 
should be planned 
for, rather than 
waiting to take 
action only after 
water crisis arises. 
Former minister and 
MLA of Shahapur 
(Yadgir district) 
Sharanabasappa 
Darshanapur was 
present.

Darshan timings at the Sri Chamundeshwari Temple atop Chamundi Hills in Mysuru will be revised on 
October 17 on the occasion of ‘Kaalaratri’. In a statement, the secretary of the Sri Chamundeshwari 
Kshetra Development Authority said the issuance of all entry tickets would be suspended from 4 pm. The 
temple will close at 5 pm and reopen at 8 pm. During this period, devotees will be allowed free darshan.

IF YOU FELL DOWN 
YESTERDAY, STAND UP 
TODAY ❯ H G WELLS


