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NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Monday refused 
to grant an interim stay 
on the imposition of 
merchant discount rate 
(MDR) on specified UPI 
p e r s o n - t o - m e r c h a n t 
transactions above Rs 
2,000 coming into effect 
from October 15.

The top court agreed 
to examine the chal-
lenge to the imposition 
of MDR and asked the 
Centre, the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) and the 
National Payments Cor-
poration of India (NPCI) 
to respond within four 
weeks on the plea. The 
apex court was hearing a 
public interest litigation 
(PIL) filed by advocate 

Anjan Datta challenging 
the Centre’s decision to 
impose MDR on specified 
Unified Payments Inter-
face (UPI) person-to-mer-
chant transactions above 
Rs 2,000. The plea has 
challenged the Centre’s 
September 14 notification 
and the MDR framework 
announced on Septem-
ber 15. Ending nearly six 
years of fully free UPI 
payments, the govern-

ment has introduced 
a 0.4 per cent fee on 
transfers worth over Rs 
2,000 made to merchants 
through the UPI platform 
from October 15 while 
explicitly ring-fencing 
everyday person-to-per-
son transactions and 
small payments from any 
charge. A bench of Chief 
Justice Surya Kant and 
Justices Joymalya Bagchi 
and V Mohana issued 

notice to the Centre, the 
RBI and the NPCI seeking 
their responses on the 
plea.

Additional Solicitor 
General N Venkataraman, 
appearing for the Centre, 
told the bench that 96 per 
cent of people using the 
gateway were exempt.

“The Government of 
India is not taking even 
a single rupee out of it,” 
the law officer said.

The bench asked the 
Centre to file its counter 
affidavit explaining the 
basis for the move to 

impose a fee on trans-
fers worth over Rs 2,000 
made to merchants 
through the UPI platform.

Venkataraman said the 
charges for essential ser-
vices are capped at Rs 5.

“It is neither a tax nor 
a fee,” he said.

“We need all these 
facts inn a short affidavit. 
It will help us understand 
better. It is less a legal 
issue and more a tech-
nical issue,” the bench 
observed.

During the hearing, 
the top court said it 
would like to see the legal 
source of implementing 
the charge.

“Is it a tax or a fee? If 
not a fee, then what is the 
executive basis for mak-
ing this expropriation?”

SC seeks Centre, 
RBI responses

 Justice Surya Kant 
CJI 

SC declines stay on UPI MDR
SC agreed to examine the challenge to the imposition of MDR

Six cattle die at 
temporary shelter
BILASPUR: Six cattle died 
at a temporary shelter in 
a village in Chhattisgarh’s 
Bilaspur district over the 
last two days, with offi-
cials suspecting that lack 
of grazing, mud accumu-
lation after heavy rainfall, 
and dirty water at the 
shelter caused illness.

Villagers, however, 
claimed that around 30 
animals died at the facil-
ity. Joint Director of Veter-
inary Services (Bilaspur), 
Dr Gopal Sharan Singh 
Tanwar, said a team of vet-
erinary doctors visited the 
temporary cattle shelter 
in Jhalmala village in Sipat 
area after receiving infor-
mation about the deaths 
and assessed the situa-
tion. The team found that 
three cattle died on Sat-
urday and three more on 
Sunday, taking the total 

number of deaths to six, 
he said. Prima facie, the 
deaths were caused by the 
cattle not being allowed 
out for grazing due to 
continuous rainfall, while 
accumulation of mud and 
dirty water at the shelter 
led to exposure to cold 
and illness, he said.

Around 300 cattle 
were present at the shel-
ter when the veterinary 
team inspected the site, 
the official said.

He said the shelter was 
set up with the consent 
and cooperation of the vil-
lage sarpanch and locals 
to protect crops from 
stray cattle.

“Excessive rainfall 
caused waterlogging and 
accumulation of mud at 
the shelter, affecting the 
condition of the land,” 
Tanwar said.

|  R E S P E C T F U L  I N V I T A T I O N  |
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Massive outstanding 
balance of Rs 20,000 
crore to recover 
towards unpaid traffic 
e-challans.

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Monday noted 
that states and Union ter-
ritories have a massive 
outstanding balance of Rs 
20,000 crore to recover 
towards unpaid traffic 
e-challans and suggested 
linking such challans to 
electricity bills to recover 

the amount.
A bench of Justices 

J B Pardiwala and K 
V Viswanathan was 
informed that despite 

issuing a vast number of 
traffic challans, recovery 
of fines is minimal. The 
top court said it is not 
just sufficient to keep 
issuing e-challans and 
that recovery of fines is 
important.

“If people are not pay-
ing traffic challans, add it 
to their electricity dues 
bill. They will have to 
pay electricity bills else 
power line will be dis-
connected. Work it out. 
In this country, you have 
to find a way out,” the 
bench remarked.

‘Link unpaid traffic  
fines to power bills’

Prez Droupadi Murmu invited for Bastar Dussehra
Central Chronicle News

Delegation led by 
Union Minister of 
State Tokhan Sahu 
meets the Presi-
dent to invite her to 
witness the world-
famous Bastar 
Dussehra

NEW DELHI: Preparations 
for the world-famous 
and long-duration Bastar 
Dussehra are currently 
in full swing in Bastar. In 
this context, Union Min-
ister of State for Housing 
and Urban Affairs, Tok-

han Sahu, met President 
Droupadi Murmu in New 
Delhi today and respect-
fully invited her to attend 
the Bastar Dussehra festi-
val.

Tourism and Culture 
Minister Rajesh Agrawal, 
Bastar MP Mahesh 
Kashyap, and Secretary 

of the Tourism and Cul-
ture Department S. Bhar-
athidasan were present 
on this occasion. The 
delegation apprised the 
President of the unique 
traditions, tribal culture, 
and cultural significance 
of Bastar Dussehra and 
extended an invitation 

for her to participate in 
the event.

Responding positively 
to the invitation, Pres-
ident Smt. Droupadi 
Murmu stated that she 
would “certainly make 
an effort.”

Tokhan Sahu 
remarked that Bastar 
Dussehra is a vibrant 
celebration of Chhat-
tisgarh’s rich tribal cul-
ture, folk faith, and 
centuries-old traditions. 
Its unique customs and 
extended duration give 
it a distinctive identity 
across the country and 
the world. 

|  T E C H N I C A L  S E T B A C K  |
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This was, the first time 
HAL was kept out of 
an indigenous fighter-
jet project.

NEW DELHI: State-run 
aircraft manufacturer 
Hindustan Aeronautics 
(HAL) did not qualify to 
build prototypes of the 
indigenous Advanced 
Medium Combat Aircraft 
(AMCA), a stealth fighter, 

on technical grounds, 
according to India’s 
Defence Secretary. This 
was, consequently, the 
first time HAL was kept 
out of an indigenous 
fighter-jet project.   In 
an interview , Defence 
Secretary RK Singh said, 
HAL “didn’t qualify on 
some fairly routine tech-
nical grounds which they 
somehow failed to meet.” 
He did not specify what 
those technical grounds 

were.  At the same time, 
the Defence Ministry had 
made a decision to open 
up the manufacturing of 
the futuristic platform to 
the private sector. “We 
wanted to create a sec-

ond fighter jet produc-
tion line in the country 
rather than putting all 
our eggs in one basket, as 
has always been the case 
in this country.  We’ve 
been lucky to find three 
credible technically qual-
ified bidders - one TASL 
(Tata Advanced Systems 
Limited) on its own, the 
other two are credible 
private sector companies 
with public sector part-
nerships.”

HAL stealth jet bid fails on 
technical grounds

|  SURVEY REPORT | 

74% employers may retain festive hires
Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: After the festive 
season rush subsides, 74 
per cent of employers 
interviewed said they will 
retain at least 10 per cent 
of their 2026 festive hires, 
with most of these jobs 
in frontline operations, a 
report said on Monday.
Over 74 per cent of 
employers expect to retain 
at least 10 per cent of their 
2026 festive hires beyond 
the peak period, through 
extensions, renewals 
or conversion into lon-

ger-term roles, global job 
site Indeed’s ‘Festive Sea-
son Outlook 2026’ report 
revealed. Much of this 
demand sits across front-
line operations, from deliv-
ery and warehousing to 
production, transport and 
fulfilment, it added. The 
Indeed ‘Festive Season 
Outlook 2026’ report is 

based on a survey among 
1,277 employers and 2,569 
employees and jobseek-
ers across India. Respon-
dents represented a mix 
of industries, organisation 
sizes, age groups, career 
stages and locations. The 
report revealed that over 

53 per cent of employers 
expect ongoing festive hir-
ing to increase over 2025, 
but the bigger shift is how 
early they are preparing.
“The interesting shift is 
that the festive season is 
becoming a window into 
how companies want 
to build their workforce 
more broadly. Businesses 
still need the flexibility to 
respond to a sharp rise 
in demand, but they’re 
also recognising that 
short-term hiring doesn’t 
have to mean short-term  
thinking.

NUMBER

10
z Employers expect 
retention of 10% 
festive hires.

Delhi tightens vehicle  
curbs, parking charges

Press Trust Of India

Delhi bars Non-BS-VI 
vehicles from  
November

NEW DELHI: Delhi Envi-
ronment Minister Man-
jinder Singh Sirsa on Mon-
day announced a slew of 
measures to curb win-
ter pollution, including 
restrictions on the entry 
of non-Delhi-registered 
vehicles below BS-VI, 
stricter enforcement of 
the “No PUC, No Fuel” 

rule and curbs on con-
struction and demolition 
activities.

Vehicles registered out-
side Delhi that are below 
BS-VI will be prohibited 
from entering the national 
capital from November 
1, while electric vehicles 
will be exempt from addi-
tional parking charges.

BS (I-VI) refers to emis-
sion standards of vehicles, 
with BS-VI vehicles being 
compliant with the most 
stringent standards.

Sirsa said the govern-

ment will publicise the 
restriction in advance. 
CNG vehicles will not fall 
under the separate BS-IV 
restriction, he said. The 
Delhi government did not 
specify when the restric-
tion will end.

Parking charges at 
authorised parking sites 
will be doubled from 
November 1 to February 
28 to discourage private 
vehicle use, while electric 
vehicles will be exempt 
from the additional park-
ing charges.

NEWSLINE

NASHIK

140 fall ill 
Around 140 persons fell 

ill in Malegaon taluka of 
Nashik district on Monday 
after eating ‘bhel’ (a spicy 
snack made of puffed 
rice), an official said.

They had eaten from a 
shop in the weekly market 
in Nandgaon Budruk vil-
lage, he added.

“They complained of 
giddiness, stomach ache, 
loose motions and vomit-
ing. Those affected were 
taken to Malegaon gen-
eral hospital. The victims 
are from Chinchawad, 
Gunjalwadi, Dongargaon 
and Nandgaon Budruk 
villages. The 140 persons 
include small children 
and women,” the official 
said. The condition of 
those hospitalised is sta-
ble, he said. An inquiry 
will be conducted into 
the incident and action 
will be taken against those 
response, Maharashtra 
school education minister 
Dada Bhuse said after vis-
iting the hospital. 

NEW DELHI

Subhas Bose’s 
‘ashes’

The Supreme Court 
on Monday granted four 
weeks to the Centre to 
file its response on a 
plea by Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose’s daugh-
ter seeking directions 
for return of his “ashes” 
from Tokyo’s Renkoji 
temple. The top court, 
on August 11, had issued 
notice to the Centre on 
the plea filed by Anita B 
Pfaff, daughter of Netaji 
Bose. On Monday, a 
bench of Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and Justices 
Joymalya Bagchi and V 
Mohana was urged by 
Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Aishwarya Bhati, 
appearing for the Cen-
tre, that four weeks be 
granted to the Centre to 
file its response.

NEW DELHI

Status report
The Supreme Court on 

Monday passed a slew 
of directions while tak-
ing cognisance of news 
reports of crimes against 
minor girls and women 
across Delhi-NCR while 
directing the Delhi Police 
Commissioner to con-
stitute dedicated police 
teams to conduct an 
immediate survey and 
inspection of vulnerable 
pockets. The top court 
directed the Delhi Police 
commissioner to con-
stitute dedicated police 
teams for each police 
district, headed by an 
officer not below the 
rank of deputy superin-
tendent of police within 
a period of four weeks. 
“The audit shall be based 
upon National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) 
data, local intelligence, 
past and present com-
plaints received, previous 
incidents and other objec-
tive indicators to identify 
locations prone to such 
crimes.
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RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh badminton 
player Saurav Sahu produced a strong 
performance to clinch the Men’s Dou-
bles title at the All-India Ranking Bad-
minton Tournament held in Lucknow. 
Partnering Arsh Mohammad, Saurav 
defeated Karnataka’s Sumith A.R. and 
Arya T. in straight games, 15-7, 15-12, 
in the final. The tournament also wit-
nessed competitive finals in other cat-
egories. In Women’s Singles, Jia Rawat 
defeated Rijul Saini 15-12, 12-15, 15-11. 
Ginpaul Sonna won the Men’s Sin-
gles title after beating Ravi 15-13, 15-9. 
In Women’s Doubles, Aditi Bhatt and 
Shravani Walekar defeated Nayana 
S. Oasis and Varshini Vishwanath Sri 
15-10, 15-8 to claim the title.

Saurav is currently training at the 
National Excellence Badminton Cen-
tre in Guwahati under the guidance 
of Chhattisgarh chief coach Sanyam 
Shukla. He has also received basic and 
advanced training in Lucknow under 
coach Sanjay Mishra. His title-winning 
performance has brought recognition 
to Chhattisgarh at the national level 

and highlighted the growing talent 
from the state’s badminton fraternity. 
His family members, coaches, fellow 
players and sports enthusiasts across 
Chhattisgarh congratulated him on 
the achievement and wished him 
success in upcoming tournaments. 
Saurav’s latest triumph is expected to 
strengthen his confidence as he con-
tinues his training and competitive 
journey. The victory also provides an 
encouraging boost to his preparations 
for future national-level badminton 
events.

RAIPUR: IIIT-NR has launched a 
B.Tech. Minor in Digital Humanities, 
combining artificial intelligence and 
technology with disciplines such as lit-
erature, history, language, culture and 
human behaviour. The programme, 
introduced in line with the multidisci-
plinary vision of NEP 2020, has been 
opted for by 60 students. 

The institute has also established 
a Centre for Digital Humanities to 
promote education and research in 
the emerging field. Vice Chancellor 
and Director Prof. (Dr.) Om Prakash 
Vyas said future challenges cannot 
be addressed through a single disci-
pline and would require collaboration 

among technol-
ogy, science, 
humanities and 
social sciences. 
He stressed the 
importance of 
human sensitiv-
ity, ethics, trust and credibility along-
side technical expertise. A one-day 
workshop on “AI for Cultural Heri-
tage” was also organised under the 
AI Centre of Excellence established at 
IIIT-NR under the IndiaAI Mission. The 
workshop explored AI applications in 
digitising, preserving and interpreting 
India’s cultural and literary heritage, 
with focus on Chhattisgarh. 
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CII MSME Con-
clave puts ease of 
doing business 
centre-stage.

RAIPUR: The CII Chhattis-
garh State Council’s MSME 
Conclave 2.0 began in 
Raipur with over 250 par-
ticipants, including poli-
cymakers, industry lead-
ers and entrepreneurs. 
Themed “Empowering 
MSMEs through Inno-
vation and Sustainable 
Industrial Development,” 
the conclave focused on 
ease of doing business, 
finance, technology and 
sustainable growth. Dep-
uty Chief Minister Vijay 
Sharma said Chhattis-
garh’s growth would be 

built on its small facto-
ries and workshops, with 
law and order, roads and 
quick approvals provid-
ing the required founda-
tion. Industry Minister 
Lakhan Lal Dewangan 
said MSMEs were at the 
heart of the state’s Indus-
trial Development Pol-
icy and entrepreneurs 
in Bastar and Sarguja 
should receive services at 

the same speed as those 
in Raipur. CSIDC Chair-
man Rajeev Agrawal said 
ready land and plug-and-
play infrastructure would 
reduce the time from idea 
to production.

CII State Council Chair-
man Bajrang Goel said 
MSMEs form the back-
bone of the state’s indus-
trial value chain and CII 
would continue bridging 
industry and government. 
MSME Panel Convener 
Aditya Mundra identified 
technology, finance and 
compliance reforms as 
key growth levers. 
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RAIPUR: Thousands of 
devotees thronged the 
streets of Raipur as a 
grand Ganesh tableau 
procession was taken 
out with religious fer-
vour on Sunday night. 
The colourful tableaux, 
decorated on differ-
ent themes, drew large 
crowds along the tradi-
tional immersion route. 
Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai also joined the 
historic procession at 
Jaistambh Chowk and 
welcomed the tableaux.

The procession began 
from Sharda Chowk and 
passed through Jais-
tambh Chowk, Malviya 
Road, Sadar Bazaar, 
Kankali Talab Road, 
Purani Basti, Lakhe 
Nagar, Sundar Nagar and 

Raipura before reach-
ing Mahadev Ghat. One 
of the tableaux featured 
Lord Ganesha dressed in 
traditional Chhattisgarhi 
attire.

Sai said the Ganesh 
immersion tableau rep-
resents a historic tra-
dition of Raipur and 
prayed for the prosperity 

and well-being of Chhat-
tisgarh.

Elaborate security 
and traffic arrangements 
were made for the event. 
Around 2,000 police per-

sonnel were deployed 
under a three-tier secu-
rity plan, with drones, 
watchtowers and ACCU 
teams monitoring the 
route. The procession 
area was divided into six 
security zones and 30 
sectors.

Traffic diversions and 
designated parking areas 

were arranged at several 
locations. Heavy vehicles 
were barred from enter-
ing the city between mid-
night and 5 am. Liquor 
shops in Birgaon, Urla, 
Silatara and Dunda were 
also sealed as a precau-
tionary measure to pre-
vent disturbances during 
the procession.

Central Chronicle News

Youth should trans-
form innovative 
ideas into success-
ful ventures.

RAIPUR: Governor 
Ramen Deka on Monday 
urged the youth to move 
beyond seeking jobs and 
develop the courage to 
turn innovative ideas 
into ventures. He was 
addressing the inaugu-
ral session of the three-
day Youth Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship 
Conclave-2026 at Indira 
Gandhi Agricultural Uni-

versity (IGAU). The Gov-
ernor also inaugurated 
the Subhash Chandra 
Bose Biotechnology Incu-
bation Centre established 
at the university. He said 
innovation is essential in 
every field, particularly 
agriculture, where Chhat-
tisgarh has immense 
potential. New technolo-

gies and experiments are 
needed to increase pro-
duction, reduce losses 
and improve farmers’ 
access to markets.

Deka said agricul-
ture, forest produce, 
food processing, millets, 
organic farming, animal 
husbandry and tribal 
products offer signifi-

cant opportunities for 
young entrepreneurs. He 
stressed that agriculture 
and biotechnology can 
play an important role 
in the state’s economic 
development. 

He said startups 
should focus on innova-
tions that lower farm-
ers’ costs, improve pro-
ductivity and quality, 
reduce crop losses and 
help them secure bet-
ter prices. He also high-
lighted the importance of 
reviving kitchen gardens 
and traditional baris to 
strengthen household 
economies. The Gov-
ernor advised aspiring 

entrepreneurs to conduct 
market surveys before 
launching ventures and 
understand product 
demand and market 
potential. A clear busi-
ness plan, management 
skills, financial knowl-
edge, training and prac-
tical skills are essential 
for sustainable startups,  
he said. 

He also visited stalls 
showcasing innovations 
by young entrepreneurs. 

Grand Ganesh tableau draws 
massive crowd in Raipur

‘Youth must turn ideas into ventures’

Thousands throng Raipur streets for grand Ganesh tableau.
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Public funds are being 
misused through the 

GeM portal.
Sushil Anand Shukla

PCC Communication Head 
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RAIPUR: Congress work-
ers staged protests across 
Chhattisgarh on Monday, 
demanding action against 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar 
over the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls. The protest was part 
of the party’s nationwide 
programme announced 
for September 28. In Rai-
pur, a foot march was 
taken out from the Rajiv 
Gandhi statue to the Col-
lectorate, led by state in-
charge Sukhdev Bhagat, 
PCC chief Deepak Baij 

and Leader of Opposi-
tion Charandas Mahant. 
MLAs, former ministers 
and party workers partic-
ipated in the march.

Police put up barri-
cades at Gandhi Chowk to 
stop the protesters, lead-
ing to a scuffle between 
workers and police. Con-
gress workers also burnt 
effigies of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and CEC 
Gyanesh Kumar. 

Congress leaders 
demanded Kumar’s 
removal and an FIR, 
alleging irregulari-
ties related to SIR and  
voter lists. 

Cong protests across state, 
demands CEC’s removal EoDB takes centre stage  

at CII MSME Conclave
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RAIPUR: The two-day Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) of the All India Memon 
Jamaat Federation (AIMJF) concluded 
successfully in Raipur, bringing together 
around 1,200 delegates representing 
nearly 500 Memon Jamaats from across 
India and representatives from 12 over-
seas countries. The AGM was organised 
by All Raipur Memon Jamaat under the 
leadership of former Mayor Aijaz Dhe-
bar. Raipur Memon Jamaat President 
Akhtar Bhai Dhebar, along with Hanif 
Bhai Ganj, Junaid Bhai Thara, Tauheed 
Jada, Ayyub Bhai Parakh and Arif 
Rawani, played key roles in the organi-
sation. They said the event reflected the 
unity and collective participation of the 
community.

Members of Ladies Memon Jamaat 
Raipur, Young Memon Committee, 
Memon Femina and Mohalla Committee 
also extended support. Their represen-
tatives highlighted the importance of 
active participation of women, youth 
and local committees in community 
activities. AIMJF President Iqbal Memon 
Officer and Youth Wing President Imran 

Footwala, along with central office-bear-
ers, attended the convention after arriv-
ing from Mumbai. Iqbal Memon Officer 
emphasised strengthening coordination 
among Memon Jamaats, while Imran 
Footwala highlighted the role of youth in 
community development. Event Media 
In-charge Dr Yousuf Memon, Director 
and Cancer Surgeon, Sanjeevani Group 
of Hospitals, said the convention pro-
vided a platform for discussing social 
welfare and community development. 
He added that a delegation led by Iqbal 
Memon Officer also met the Chhattis-
garh Chief Minister and apprised him of 
the Federation’s welfare initiatives. Dis-
cussions covered social harmony, com-
munity integration and cooperation.

RAIPUR: The Confederation of All 
India Traders (CAIT) has expanded 
its organisational network in Mungeli 
with the constitution of a new exec-
utive committee for the 2026–2028 
term. A meeting with local traders was 
held under the leadership of Chhat-
tisgarh State Chairman Vikram Singh 
De0 and State President Parmanand 
Jain. CAIT National Vice Chairman and 
National Traders’ Welfare Board mem-
ber Amar Parwani, along with State 
Chairman Jitendra Doshi, State Vice 
Chairmen Surinder Singh and Jivat 

Bajaj, State General Secretary Avneet 
Singh, State Treasurer Vijay Patel 
and other office-bearers, participated 
in the meeting. Discussions focused 
on issues faced by traders, protec-
tion of business interests, organisa-
tional expansion and strengthening 
the local trading community. Arvind 
Kesharwani was appointed President 
of the Mungeli unit, while Dhananjay 
Soni was named General Secretary 
and Rajesh Jain Treasurer. Rajkumar 
Artani and Tuljaram Ledwani were 
appointed State Vice-Presidents. 

Two-day AIMJF National AGM concludes 
successfully in Raipur

IIIT-NR launches Digital Humanities  
Minor, hosts AI Workshop

CAIT expands Mungeli unit, forms  
new executive committee

Saurav Sahu wins Men’s Doubles title  
at Lucknow tournament
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Chhattisgarh tour-
ism gets global 
push through busi-
ness partnerships.

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh 
took a step towards 
expanding its tourism 
footprint in national 
and international mar-
kets with the Central 
India Connect Chhattis-
garh Marketplace-2026, 

organised on World 
Tourism Day at May-
fair Lake View Resort, 
Nava Raipur. The event, 
organised jointly by the 
Chhattisgarh Tourism 
Board and Chhattisgarh 
Travel Trade Associa-

tion, brought together 
tour operators, travel 
agents, hoteliers, home-
stay operators and tour-
ism stakeholders from 
across India and abroad. 
Tourism and Culture 
Minister Rajesh Agarwal 

said Chhattisgarh was 
rapidly moving towards 
establishing a distinct 
identity on the global 
tourism map. He said 
tourism should not be 
viewed merely as travel, 
but as a sector connect-
ing nature, culture, 
heritage and the local 

economy. The minister 
highlighted opportuni-
ties in Bastar’s tribal cul-
ture, Surguja’s natural 
beauty, Chitrakoot and 
Tirathgarh waterfalls, 
Sirpur, Rajim, Bhoram-
dev and Barnawapara. 

He said tourism 
development should 
generate employment 
for youth, empower 
women and tribal 
communities and cre-
ate markets for local  
artisans.

Ch’garh Tourism Marketplace opens Global Business Opportunities
HIGHLIGHT

z B2B platform 
connects tourism with 
global markets.

|  WORLD TOURISM DAY | 
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Raipur News
EOW to file final charge 
sheet in Coal Scam Oct 3 
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Economic 
Offences Wing (EOW) 
has reached the final 
stage of its investiga-
tion into Chhattisgarh’s 
high-profile coal scam. 
The investigative agency 
is now preparing to sub-
mit the final charge sheet 
in the case. According to 
reports, the final charge 
sheet will be filed in the 
special court on Octo-
ber 3. The EOW has 
accelerated the process 
of finalizing the charge 
sheet, which is expected 
to name approximately 
35 accused individuals. 
Meanwhile, the question-
ing of accused persons 
who have been granted 
anticipatory bail is also 
ongoing. 

The EOW has also 
questioned Congress 
MLA Devendra Yadav 
regarding the coal scam. 
He was summoned to 
the EOW office, where 
officials questioned him 
for about two hours on 
various aspects of the 
case. Information is 
being gathered from the 
accused and other rele-
vant individuals as part 
of the EOW investigation. 
The agency aims to clar-
ify all facts and transac-
tion trails linked to the 
case. 

ED also investigating 
the matter:  Apart from 
the EOW, the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
is also investigating the 
high-profile Chhattisgarh 
coal scam. Both agencies 
are examining differ-
ent aspects of the case. 
Judicial proceedings are 

expected to advance 
once the EOW files the 
final charge sheet in 
the special court. The 
charge sheet will detail 
the facts and documents 
that emerged during the 
investigation, as well as 
the roles played by the 
accused. 

Allegation of illegal 
levy collection in coal 
transportation: 

According to investi-
gative agencies, an illegal 
levy of Rs 25 per tonne 
was allegedly collected 
from coal traders and 
transporters between 
July 2020 and June 2022. 
Investigations reveal that 
the Mining Department’s 
permit system was 
altered to facilitate this; 
the online coal permit 
system was switched to 
an offline process, allow-
ing a syndicate to seize 
control of the system. 
Agencies allege that this 
mechanism was used to 
extort money from those 
involved in coal transpor-
tation and to establish an 
organized network. 

Investigations by 
the EOW and ED indi-
cate that more than Rs 
540 crore was amassed 
through this alleged 
illegal extortion racket. 
Agencies are probing the 
financial transactions, 
the roles of the accused, 
and the alleged network 
involved in the case. With 
the final charge sheet 
now set to be filed, the 
legal proceedings are 
expected to accelerate. 
All eyes are on the docu-
ments and facts that the 
investigative agency will  
present in court.
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RAIPUR: Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai visited 
the flood-affected areas 
of Bastar district on Mon-
day and reviewed the 
situation on the ground. 
CM Sai reached Don-
gaghat in the Jagdalpur 
Municipal Corporation 
area, met flood-affected 
families, listened to their 
problems, and enquired 
about their situation. He 
assured the affected peo-
ple that the State Govern-
ment stands firmly with 
them in this time of crisis 
and that it will provide 
every possible assistance 
to each affected family.

Providing major relief 
to flood-affected fami-
lies, CM Sai announced 
financial assistance of Rs 
10,000 to each affected 
family from the Chief 
Minister’s Relief Fund, 
in addition to the assis-
tance available under 
government provisions. 
He directed officials to 
quickly complete the sur-
vey and assessment of 
flood damage and ensure 
government assistance 
reaches eligible families 
as soon as possible.

CM Sai met flood-af-
fected families in Don-
gaghat. He enquired 
about the circumstances 
they faced during the 
floods, the damage 
caused to houses and 
household belongings, 

and the relief currently 
being provided. The 
Chief Minister said all 
necessary assistance will 
be provided, keeping 
affected families’ needs 
in view.

The Chief Minister 
clearly directed officials 
to ensure relief opera-
tions proceed without 
delay. Food, safe drink-
ing water, medicines and 
other essential supplies 
should reach affected 
people on time. Relief 
arrangements should 
ensure particular atten-

tion to the needs of 
children, older people, 
women, and people in 
need.

CM reviews Indravati 
River water level and 
flood-affected areas

CM Sai reached the 
Indravati Bridge and 
reviewed the river’s 
water level and the sur-
rounding flood-affected 
areas. He sought informa-
tion from departmental 
officials on rainfall and 
the district’s flood situa-
tion, including affected 
villages and urban areas, 

relief and rescue opera-
tions, and arrangements 
for affected families.

The Chief Minister said 
officials should continu-
ously monitor changes in 
water levels and weather 
conditions. Officials 
should maintain special 
vigilance in low-lying 
and sensitive areas, and 
activate relief and res-
cue teams immediately 
when required. He said 
people’s safety is para-
mount and arrangements 
to assist in any emer-
gency must remain fully 
prepared.

Special focus on 
Health and sanitation 
after floodwaters recede

CM Sai directed offi-
cials to pay special atten-
tion to health and sani-
tation-related challenges 
in affected areas after 
floodwaters recede.Offi-
cials must ensure safe  
drinking water. 

CM visits flood-hit areas of 
Bastar, meets affected families

Government stands firmly with every flood-affected family  
in this time of crisis: CM Sai

FASTFACTS

z  Chief Minister 
announces Rs 10,000 
assistance from CM 
Relief Fund for each 
affected family, in 
addition to government 
assistance

zChief Minister directs 
sensitive survey of 
damage to houses, 
crops and livestock to 
ensure early assistance

Government stands with every flood-affected family: CM

CM Sai said that in this difficult time of natural 
disaster, the State Government stands firmly with 
flood-affected families. Ensuring the safety and relief 
of affected people and restoring normalcy as soon as 
possible is the government’s highest priority. He said 
there would be no shortage of necessary resources, and 
the government would extend every possible support to 
affected families.

As per the Chief Minister’s directions, relief and res-
cue operations are being carried out in flood-affected 
areas. Food, drinking water, healthcare facilities, and 
other essential assistance are being provided based on 
affected families’ needs.

APPOINTMENT

Ashish Kumar 
Tikriha appointed 
Director PR

RAIPUR: The General 
Administrative Depart-
ment has issued orders 
giving additional charge 
to Ashish Kumar Tikriha 
(IAS-2021), working as 
Managing Director Chhat-
tisgarh State Warehousing 
Corporation (CSWC) and 
had appointed him as the 
Director Public Relations 
(PR) along with existing 
charges.

NEWSLINE

Central Chronicle News

CM  Sai will lead a 
delegation to Singa-
pore from October 3 to 
6, 2026, representing 
Chhattisgarh at the 
inaugural SING Forum 
following an MEA 
nomination.

RAIPUR: Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai will take 
part in an India-Singa-
pore business forum 
and showcase the state’s 
achievements, invest-
ment potential and 
opportunities for eco-
nomic cooperation dur-
ing a four-day visit to the 
Southeast Asian country 
starting from October 3, 
officials said on Monday.

He will lead a high-
level delegation from 
Chhattisgarh at the Sin-
gapore-India Network 
for Growth (SING) Forum 
2026 during his October 3 
to 6 visit to the city-state.

Sai is visiting Singa-

pore following his nom-
ination by the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) 
and to represent Chhat-
tisgarh at the inaugu-
ral edition of the SING 
Forum, organised by 
the Singapore Business 
Federation, an official 

statement said. The MEA 
has selected two states 
-- Chhattisgarh and Hary-
ana -- to participate in the 
SING Forum, it said.

The forum will bring 
together senior govern-
ment representatives, 
industry leaders and 
investors from Singapore 
and India, with the objec-
tive of strengthening 
economic ties between 
the two countries and 
promoting new trade and 
investment opportuni-
ties, it said.

At the forum, Sai will 
highlight investment 
opportunities in Chhat-
tisgarh, particularly in 

MSMEs, start-ups and 
employment-oriented 
sectors, the release said.

The participation of 
the state delegation will 
provide an opportunity 
to showcase Chhattis-
garh’s industrial poten-
tial before international 
investors and entrepre-
neurs and explore pos-
sibilities for long-term 
economic cooperation, 
it said. During his Singa-
pore visit, the delegation 
led by Sai will hold meet-
ings with representatives 
of Skill Centre, Mandai 
Wildlife Reserve and Gar-
dens by the Bay, where 
discussions will be held 
on cooperation in skill 
development, wildlife 
conservation, horticul-
ture and green develop-
ment, it said.

“This visit is an impor-
tant opportunity to con-
nect Chhattisgarh with 
global partners and open 
new avenues of develop-
ment for the state,” Sai 
said in the release.

|  C M  V I S I T S  S I N G A P O R E  |

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai to 
visit Singapore for SING forum

NIT launches Hindi 
fortnight with annual 
fest ‘Aavahan 2026’

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Rajbhasha Com-
mittee of the National 
Institute of Technology 
(NIT) Raipur on Monday 
inaugurated its annual 
Hindi festival, ‘Aavahan 
2026’, marking the begin-
ning of a series of literary, 
cultural, creative and out-
door activities aimed at 
promoting the use and 
appreciation of Hindi 
among students.

The inaugural cere-
mony was attended by 
Dr. Narendra D. Londhe, 
Registrar, NIT Raipur; 
Dr. Manoj Chopkar, Dean 
(Student Welfare); and 
Dr. Dharm Pal, Associate 
Professor, Department of 
Chemical Engineering. 
The programme was con-
ducted under the guid-
ance of the faculty in-

charges of the Rajbhasha 
Committee Dr. Sanjay 
Kumar, Dr. Sharada Nan-
dan Raw and Dr. Vikas 
Kumar Vidyarthi.

The programme began 
with Saraswati Vandana, 
followed by the cere-
monial lighting of the 
lamp by the dignitaries. 
Addressing the gather-
ing, Dr. Sharada Nandan 
Raw emphasised the rel-
evance of Hindi in vari-
ous spheres of everyday 
life and said that the lan-
guage serves not only as 
a medium of communica-
tion but also as an impor-
tant symbol of national 
unity. Dr. Narendra D. 
Londhe highlighted the 
significance of Hindi 
Pakhwada and said that 
the observance reflects 
the rich cultural heritage 
and traditions of India.

FASTFACT

z The visit aims to 
pitch Chhattisgarh’s 
investment 
opportunities to 
international investors, 
targeting MSMEs, start-
ups, and employment-
driven industries.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR:  The player selec-
tion trials for the inaugu-
ral season of the Chhat-
tisgarh Hockey League 
(CHL) commenced today 
at Pitch-1 of the Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel Inter-
national Hockey Stadium 
in Raipur. Out of the 373 
players registered for the 
trials, 223 turned up and 
participated on the first 
day. Dy CM Arun Sao met 
and interacted with them 
on the field. He remarked 
that hockey has deep 
roots in Chhattisgarh, 

and the enthusiasm dis-
played by the players 
during these trials is a 
testament to that. “I wit-
nessed their passion on 
the field firsthand today.
 The objective of the 
Chhattisgarh Hockey 
League is to provide a 
major platform for such 

young players, where 
they can share the field 
with national and inter-
national-level athletes. 
Our goal is to ensure that 
every sporting talent from 
Chhattisgarh gets the 
opportunity to advance 
to state, national, and 
international levels.” He 

extended his best wishes 
to the participating play-
ers.The Department of 
Sports and Youth Wel-
fare has organized these 
selection trials to select 
players for the six teams 
competing in the Chhat-
tisgarh Hockey League. 
The entire trial process 
is being conducted in 
accordance with the rules 
and criteria laid down by 
the Chhattisgarh Hockey 
Association.

The trials were con-
ducted under the super-
vision of a panel com-
prising sports officials, 

experts, representatives 
from the hockey associa-
tion, and senior players. 
The panel includes Dinu 
Prasad Patel (Sports Offi-
cer, Department of Sports 
and Youth Welfare), 
Rashmi Sandhya Ekka 
(Senior Hockey Coach, 
Raipur), Rakesh Toppo 
(Senior Hockey Coach, 
Bilaspur), Mrinal Chou-
bey (International Player, 
representing Chhattis-
garh Hockey Associa-
tion), Anurag Srivastava 
(Rajnandgaon), and Ami-
tabh Manikpuri (Senior 
Hockey Player).

|  CH’GARH HOCKEY LEAGUE | 

223 players take the field on Day 1 of selection trials CM Sai announces an incentive 
of Rs 51 lakh for Sanju Devi
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Sanju Devi, a 
daughter of Chhattisgarh 
and a member of the 
Indian women’s kabaddi 
team that won the gold 
medal at the 2026 Asian 
Games, paid a courtesy 
visit to Chief Minister 
Shri Vishnu Deo Sai at his 
residence today. Chief 
Minister Shri Sai congrat-
ulated and felicitated Ms. 
Sanju Devi for this historic 
achievement. On this occa-
sion, the Chief Minister 
announced an incentive 

of Rs 51 lakh for her. Chief 
Minister Shri Sai stated 
that Ms. Sanju Devi has 
brought glory to Chhattis-
garh and the entire nation 
on the international stage 
through her outstanding 

sporting performance, 
hard work, and determi-
nation. Her achievement 
serves as an inspiration 
for the state’s daughters 
and young athletes. He 
remarked that the talent 
in Chhattisgarh possesses 
immense potential. The 
state government strives 
to ensure that talented 
athletes receive superior 
training, resources, and 
encouragement, enabling 
them to bring laurels to 
the state and the country 
in national and interna-
tional competitions.

Habitual 
offender Dilkash 
Ali externed for 
3 months
RAIPUR: The police 
have taken major action 
against Dilkash Ali, an 
accused repeatedly 
involved in criminal 
activities in the capital,  
Raipur. 

The Raipur Police 
Commissioner has issued 
an order to extern the 
accused from the district 
for three months under 
the Chhattisgarh State 
Security Act, 1990. Under 
this order, the accused 
has been barred from 
entering the revenue 
boundaries of six dis-
tricts, including Raipur. 

The police state that 
this action aims to main-
tain law and order in the 
city and strengthen the 
sense of security among 
citizens. 

According to the 
police, the externed 
accused has been iden-
tified as Dilkash Ali, son 
of Humayun Ali (26), a 
resident of Tarun Nagar 
(behind Jeevan Plaza), 
under the jurisdiction of 
the Civil Lines police sta-
tion, Raipur.

MEETING

MIC meeting 
rescheduled  
to Sept 30 
RAIPUR: Following heavy 
rainfall in the city, the 
local administration has 
postponed the annual 
Shri Ganesh Visarjan pro-
cession by a day. In line 
with this change, Mayor 
Meenal Choubey ordered 
the rescheduling of the 
Raipur Municipal Corpo-
ration’s Mayor-in-Council 
(MIC) meeting to Wednes-
day, September 30, 2026, 
at 1:00 PM.

The meeting will 
take place in Committee 
Room No. 405 on the 
third floor of the Munic-
ipal Corporation Head-
quarters (Mahatma Gan-
dhi Sadan).  According to 
the municipal secretar-
iat, a significant number 
of officials and employ-
ees from both the cor-
poration headquarters 
and various zonal offices 
have been deployed on 
administrative duty to 
ensure the smooth exe-
cution of the immersion  
procession. 

Mega job fair 
in Raipur on 
Oct 7–8
RAIPUR: The Chhattis-
garh government will 
host a two-day state-
level mega job fair on 
October 7 and 8, 2026, 
at the Sardar Balbir 
Singh Juneja Indoor 
Stadium in Budhap-
ara, Raipur, aimed at 
offering employment 
opportunities to the 
state’s educated and 
skilled youth.Organised 
by the Department of 
Skill Development, 
Technical Education, 
and Employment, the 
event will connect local 
and national companies 
with job seekers across 
various sectors. 

Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai will attend 
as the chief guest on 
October 8 to distribute 
appointment letters to 
selected candidates.So 
far, 36 employers and 
placement agencies 
have registered 8,720 
vacant positions on the 
state’s e-Employment 
portal (erojgar.cg.gov.
in), spanning industries 
such as manufacturing, 
engineering, banking, 
healthcare, customer 
service, and logistics. 

Roles are available 
for candidates with 
qualifications ranging 
from 10th and 12th pass 
to ITI, diplomas, engi-
neering, and postgradu-
ate degrees. 

Major recruiters 
participating include 
Quess Corp, Randstad 
India, Airtel Payment 
Bank, Vardhman Tex-
tiles, and Genus Power  
Infrastructure.

ACCIDENT AVERTED

Moving bus’s 
windshield shatters
RAIPUR: The windshield of 
a Mahendra Travels bus—
en route from Jagdalpur 
to Raipur—suddenly shat-
tered mid-way. The bus was 
speeding at the time of the 
incident. Despite the wind-
shield breaking, the driver 
displayed presence of mind 
and managed to control the 
vehicle, thereby preventing 
a major disaster.  According 
to reports, the Mahendra 
Travels bus was carrying 
passengers from Jagdalpur 
to Raipur when the wind-
shield suddenly broke on 
National Highway-30 near 
Naya Raipur.  The sudden 
incident caused a brief 
period of panic among the 
passengers on board. 



High Court acquits 
man in abortion case

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: The Chhattis-
garh High Court has set 
aside the conviction of 
Avadhesh Jaiswal alias 
Babua in a case involving 
allegations of forced abor-
tion and acquitted him by 
extending the benefit of 
doubt. Justice Ravindra 
Kumar Agrawal observed 
that merely establishing 
that a woman was preg-
nant and subsequently 
underwent an abortion 
was not sufficient to sus-
tain a conviction under 
the relevant provisions of 
law.

The court held that the 
prosecution was required 
to establish that the abor-
tion had been caused by 
an act of the accused and 
that it had been carried 
out without the woman’s 
consent. After examining 
the evidence, the court 
found that these essential 
elements had not been 
proved to the required 
standard.

According to the pros-
ecution, the woman had 
alleged that the accused 
sexually exploited her 
for nearly a year on the 
promise of marriage. She 

claimed that after becom-
ing pregnant, she asked 
him to marry her, but he 
refused, allegedly citing 
her caste.

The woman further 
alleged that on May 25, 
2013, the accused gave 
her abortion pills. She 
stated that she suffered 
an abortion the follow-
ing day when she was 
approximately three 
months pregnant and 
subsequently approached 
the police.

Her medical exami-
nation indicated a preg-
nancy of around 10 to 12 
weeks and showed signs 
consistent with an abor-
tion. However, the High 
Court observed that these 
medical findings did not 
establish that the abor-
tion was caused by the 
accused or that it had 
occurred without her 
consent.

Central Chronicle News

Candidates found sev-
eral mental ability and 
computer questions 
challenging during 
Sunday’s preliminary 
examination.

BILASPUR: The prelimi-
nary written examination 
for Assistant Grade-3 and 
Stenographer Grade-3 
posts under the Princi-
pal District and Sessions 
Court, Bilaspur, was con-
ducted on Sunday from 11 
a.m. to noon. The exami-
nation consisted of 50 
objective-type questions 
covering general mental 
ability, general knowl-
edge, current affairs and 
computer-related topics.

Candidates who 
appeared for the exami-
nation said questions 
related to Chhattisgarh 
and India in the general 
knowledge section were 
comparatively straight-
forward. However, some 

questions related to 
mental ability and com-
puters were considered 
difficult and left several 
candidates puzzled. The 
question paper gave con-
siderable importance 
to Chhattisgarh-related 
knowledge. Candidates 
were asked about the 

name of Raipur’s inter-
national cricket stadium, 
the year in which Kopra 
Reservoir in Bilaspur 
district received Ramsar 
Site status and the cities 
in Chhattisgarh through 
which the Great Eastern 
Road passes. Questions 
also sought information 
about the person known 
as the “Bhishma Pita-
mah” of Nacha, the cave 
located near Tirathgarh 
Waterfall and the date 
observed as Chhattisgarhi 
Official Language Day.

Candidates said the 
paper maintained a bal-
anced combination of 

different subjects. While 
the general knowledge 
section focused consid-
erably on local and state-
level information, the 
mental ability and com-
puter sections required 
greater application and 
careful thinking. The 
examination tested can-
didates on both factual 
knowledge and practical 
understanding. Several 
candidates said their per-
formance would depend 
particularly on how they 
handled the more diffi-
cult questions from the 
mental ability and com-
puter sections.

| EXAMINATION |

Clerical Exam questions  
leave candidates puzzled

Literacy exam scheduled till 5 
pm, centre closed at 3 pm
Central Chronicle News

 A locked examina-
tion centre raised 
questions about 
arrangements during 
Sunday’s district-wide 
literacy assessment.

 
BILASPUR:  The literacy 
mega examination con-
ducted on Sunday under 
the Ullas Nav Bharat Lit-
eracy Programme has 
raised questions about 
the implementation of 
the officially announced 
examination schedule. 
The department claimed 
that 13,080 learners 
across Bilaspur district 
participated in the exami-
nation, including senior 
citizens and inmates 
lodged in jails.

According to the 
department, learners 
were provided an oppor-
tunity to appear for the 
examination between 10 
a.m. and 5 p.m. However, 
when a Navbharat team 
visited Uslapur, located 
on the outskirts of Bilas-
pur city, at around 3 p.m. 

to assess the arrange-
ments, the designated 
examination centre was 
found locked. The team 
subsequently inspected 
nearby primary, middle 
and higher secondary 
schools. These institu-
tions were also found 
closed, with no visible 
ex a m i n a t i o n - re l a t e d 
activity at the time of the 
visit. The department 
reportedly explained that 
candidates had already 
appeared for the exami-

nation and had left the 
centres. However, the 
closure of the desig-
nated centre before the 
officially stated 5 p.m. 
deadline raised questions 
regarding the availability 
of examination facilities 
during the announced 
hours. 

The issue also raised 
concerns about monitor-
ing arrangements and 
the maintenance of atten-
dance records. While the 
department claimed that 
more than 13,000 learn-
ers participated in the 
district-wide examina-
tion, the ground inspec-
tion created questions 
about whether centres 
remained operational 
for the entire scheduled 
period.

FASTFACTS

z The paper placed 
significant emphasis on 
Chhattisgarh-related 
knowledge and tested 
candidates’ overall 
preparation.

DEATH  

31 cattle 
reportedly died 
in Gaothan 
BILASPUR: The deaths 
of a large number of 
cattle at a temporary 
gaothan in Jhalmala vil-
lage under Sipat tehsil 
have caused concern in 
the area. 

According to local 
residents, 23 cattle died 
on Saturday and around 
eight more died on Sun-
day, taking the reported 
toll to 31 in two days. 
However, the village sar-
panch has disputed the 
figure. According to the 
sarpanch, six cattle died 
on Saturday and eight 
on Sunday, taking the 
total to 14.
  The sarpanch attrib-
uted the deaths primar-
ily to continuous rainfall 
and rejected allegations 
of inadequate fodder 
and water. The tem-
porary gaothan was 
established in Jhalmala 
to protect crops from  
stray cattle.

APPOINTMENT 

MLA appoints his 
representative 
BILASPUR: Beltara  MLA 
Sushant Shukla has 
appointed Shailesh 
Gorakh as his representa-
tive for special meetings 
of the Bilaspur Municipal 
Corporation and other 
corporation-related mat-
ters.

The appointment was 
made to ensure repre-
sentation of the Beltara 
Assembly constituency 
in matters concerning 
areas that fall within the 
municipal corporation 
limits. The Bilaspur 
Municipal Corporation’s 
notice regarding the spe-
cial meeting also men-
tions Gorakh as the MLA’s 
authorised representa-
tive.  

Gorakh will represent 
the MLA in discussions 
concerning public-inter-
est issues, development 
works and civic problems 
affecting residents of the 
constituency. He will also 
raise issues related to 
basic civic facilities and 
development require-
ments before the appro-
priate forums on behalf 
of the MLA.

The appointment will 
enable local issues and 
development-related con-
cerns raised by residents 
to be formally presented 
during corporation meet-
ings and discussions.   
Gorakh will also commu-
nicate important public 
concerns to the MLA.

THEFT

Four held for 
stealing mobile 
phones  

NEWSLINE

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  A major 
demonstration by OBC 
organisations will be held 
in Kodagaon on October 
3, demanding 27% reser-
vation for the Other Back-
ward Classes (OBC) and 
a separate OBC column 
in the nationwide census 
proposed for 2027. Lead-
ers and representatives of 
various OBC social organi-
sations from across Chhat-
tisgarh are expected to 
participate in the demon-
stration, with represen-

tatives from all districts 
likely to attend.  Ahead of 
the demonstration, Sarva 
Yadav Mahasabha presi-
dent Ramesh Yadu held 
a meeting in Bilaspur to 
discuss preparations. Rep-
resentatives of the Yadav 
community and various 
other OBC organisations 

were invited to partic-
ipate in the October 3 
demonstration. Ramesh 
Yadu said the OBC com-
munity should be pro-
vided 27% reservation. 
He said the bill related 
to 27% OBC reservation 
has been pending before 
the Governor for several 

years and no action has 
been taken on it so far. 
A separate meeting of 
the Sarva Yadav Mahas-
abha was also held, dur-
ing which office-bearers 
and workers of the Yadav 

community appealed for 
maximum participation 
to make the demonstra-
tion successful.  State 
vice-president of Sarva 
Yadav Samaj Chhattisgarh 
D.C. Yadav, Vishnu Yadav, 
district president Ram-
chandra Yadav, city pres-
ident Durgesh Yadu, Jage-
shwar Yadav, Mahila Cell 
president Geeta Yadav, 
Santosh Yadav, Manjeet 
Yadav, Deepak Yadav, 
Surendra Yadav, Sarita 
Yadav, Krishna Kumar 
Yadav, were among those 
present.

| RESERVATION DEMANDED  | 

OBC groups seek 27% quota & separate Census column 
JDA  members meet Health 
Minister over demands
Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  A delegation 
of the Chhattisgarh Junior 
Doctors Association ( JDA) 
met the Health Minister 
on Monday and discussed 
various demands con-
cerning doctors and res-
ident doctors across the 
state.

Representatives of JDA 
units from all government 
medical colleges, along 
with representatives from 
district hospitals, pri-
mary health centres and 
community health cen-
tres, participated in the 

meeting. The delegation 
placed the concerns and 
demands of doctors and 
resident doctors before 
the government in detail.

One of the major 
demands raised by the 
JDA was the removal 
of salary discrepan-
cies affecting MBBS and 
post-PG bond doctors. 
The association sought 
a fair pay structure 
based on the duties and 
responsibilities assigned 
to them. The JDA also 
demanded abolition of 
the existing two-year 
bond period. 

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Union Minis-
ter of State for Housing 
and Urban Affairs Tok-
han Sahu attended the 
first annual conference 
and general meeting of 
the Chhattisgarh Pradesh 
Sahu Sangh in Bilaspur. 
The conference marked 
the completion of one 
year of the organisation’s 
present term and brought 
together office-bearers, 
life members and social 
representatives from dif-
ferent parts of the state.

The meeting provided 
an opportunity to review 
the organisation’s activ-
ities and achievements 
during the past year 
and discuss plans and 
priorities for the com-
ing period. Representa-
tives presented details 
of various social initia-
tives undertaken during 
the year and discussed 
measures to expand the 
organisation’s activities at 
the grassroots level.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Sahu said unity, dia-
logue and family values 
were essential for build-
ing a stronger and more 
responsible society. He 
stressed that social organ-
isations should work con-
tinuously for the welfare 
of the community while 
ensuring that every fam-

ily participates actively in 
constructive social activi-
ties.

Sahu particularly 
emphasised the impor-
tance of guiding the 
younger generation. He 
said children should be 
introduced to family val-
ues from an early age and 
should learn to respect 
senior citizens. Young 
people, he said, require 

proper guidance and 
opportunities to partici-
pate in social activities so 
that they can contribute 
positively to society.

Participants also dis-
cussed ways to increase 
awareness about educa-
tion, discipline and social 
responsibility. Sahu said 
education should remain 
a major priority along 
with moral values and 
meaningful social partic-
ipation. He maintained 
that organisational dis-
cipline and collective 

responsibility were nec-
essary for ensuring sus-
tained progress.

During the general 
meeting, the organi-
sation’s income and 
expenditure details were 
presented before the 
members. The financial 
report was also placed 
for discussion. Repre-
sentatives reviewed the 
organisation’s financial 
activities and discussed 
matters related to trans-
parency and proper man-
agement of resources.

Unity and values essential 
for stronger society:Tokhan
Union Minister of State for Housing  Tokhan Sahu urged families to strengthen unity, values 

and social participation through collective efforts.

FASTFACTS

z MoS Tokhan Sahu 
attended the first 
annual conference 
and general meeting 
of  Chhattisgarh  Sahu 
Sangh.

z He stressed family 
values, youth guidance, 
education and dialogue 
for lasting social 
progress.

Division-level 
job fair on 
Sept 30

BILASPUR: A division-level 
job fair will be organised 
on September 30 at the 
Government Industrial 
Training Institute, Koni, 
Bilaspur, to provide 
employment opportuni-
ties to youth in the pri-
vate sector. Around 1,765 
vacancies will be available 
through 18 private employ-
ers representing sectors 
such as services, finance, 
insurance, healthcare, 
manufacturing and secu-
rity. Candidates with qual-
ifications including Class 
10, Class 12, graduation, 
postgraduation, ITI, poly-
technic, BE and BTech will 
be eligible to participate.

Eligible applicants must 
bring two passport-size 
photographs, Aadhaar 
card and original as well 
as photocopies of all edu-
cational certificates and 
mark sheets. Registration 
on the e-Rozgar portal 
or Chhattisgarh Rozgar 
App is mandatory. Can-
didates must also carry 
their employment regis-
tration certificate.The job 
fair will provide applicants 
an opportunity to interact 
directly with participating 
employers and explore 
available positions accord-
ing to their qualifications 
and skills. Further infor-
mation can be obtained 
from the e-Rozgar portal, 
Chhattisgarh Rozgar App 
or the District Employ-
ment and Self-Employ-
ment Guidance Centre, 
Koni, Bilaspur.
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“Sanitation campaign has been 
geared up after the spell of 

incessant rain stopped in the  
town and adjoining areas.” 

Sanjay Agrawal  
Collector, Bilaspur

BILASPUR: Chakrabhatta 
police have arrested four 
people in connection with 
the theft of mobile phones 
and the subsequent with-
drawal of Rs 2.84 lakh 
from bank accounts 
through UPI. The accused 
allegedly stole the phones 
on the pretext of helping 
a youth and his friend and 
later accessed their finan-
cial accounts. According 
to police, the accused first 
stole the mobile phones 
and managed to unlock 
their screens. They 
obtained details from 
Aadhaar cards and used 
the information to reset 
PhonePe.

Family-Values Workshops to  be held

The conference also discussed a proposal to take 
‘Family-Values Workshops’ to villages and individ-
ual households. The proposed initiative would focus 
on strengthening relationships within families, 
encouraging respect for elders, developing respon-
sible behaviour among children and creating greater 
social harmony.

FASTFACTS

z The court held 
that pregnancy and 
abortion alone could 
not establish the 
accused’s criminal 
liability.

FASTFACTS

z The centre was 
reportedly closed 
before the officially 
announced examination 
deadline of 5 pm.

“A  demonstration 
by OBC groups will 
be held in Kodagaon 

on Oct.  3” 
Ramesh Yadu,  

president Sarva Yadav 
Mahasabha
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“Delhi Govt has launched the ‘Delhi 
Udyog Mitra’ portal under the ease 

of doing business initiative.”   
Rekha Gupta  

CM, Delhi    

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:   Union Agri-
culture Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan on Mon-
day called on states to 
adopt a scientific and 
region-specific approach 
for the upcoming rabi 
season, saying changing 
weather patterns and 
uneven rainfall during 
the kharif crop cycle have 
highlighted the need 
for better planning of 
water resources and crop 
choices.

Addressing a two-day 
national conference on 
Rabi Campaign 2026 in 
New Delhi, Chouhan said 
climate variability had 

created contrasting con-
ditions across the coun-
try, with some regions 
receiving abundant rain-
fall while others faced 
drought-like situations 
and concerns over water 
availability.  He urged 

state governments to 
assess reservoir levels, 
irrigation resources and 
soil moisture conditions 
before finalising sowing 
strategies.

Given the constraints 
on water resources, 

advance planning for 
both pre-sowing and sub-
sequent irrigation would 
be critical to ensure a suc-
cessful winter crop sea-
son, he said.

The minister stressed 
that crop selection should 
be guided by local water 
availability, cautioning 
against the cultivation of 
water-intensive variet-
ies in areas likely to face 
shortages.

Farmers should be 
advised on suitable crops 
and varieties to mini-
mise production risks, he 
added.

Moreover, the minister 
also called for focused 
efforts to expand cul-

tivation of pulses and 
oilseeds, particularly in 
rice-fallow areas where 
residual soil moisture can 
be effectively utilised.

States have been asked 
to prepare district-level 
plans to promote crops 
such as gram, lentil and 
mustard using region-ap-
propriate practices.

‘Prepare Rabi season strategy 
based on water availability’

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan  called on states to adopt 
 a scientific and region-specific approach for the upcoming rabi season.

|  G A N G  R A P E  |

Press Trust Of India

The Central govern-
ment has decided to 
send teams to Karna-
taka and Maharashtra 
to assess drought 
conditions in the two 
states. 

NEW DELHI: The Central 
government has decided 
to send teams to Karnataka 
and Maharashtra to assess 
drought conditions in the 
two states. Union Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare 
Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan announced the 

decision on Monday after 
the National Conference 
on Agriculture for the 
Rabi Campaign 2026 in 
New Delhi. Karnataka has 
reported drought condi-
tions in several areas and 
requested Central assis-
tance. The assessment 

teams will examine the 
ground situation, agricul-
tural losses and require-
ments of affected regions. 
Chouhan said the Centre 
would work with state 
governments to address 
difficulties faced by  
farmers.

Centre to send teams to Karnataka 
& M’rashtra for drought assessment

Drug racket 
kingpin arrested 
BENGALURU: Karna-
taka Police have arrested 
an alleged kingpin of a 
counterfeit drug racket 
at Bengaluru airport, in 
a major development in 
an investigation into the 
circulation of spurious 
medicines. The accused 
was taken into custody 
after investigators traced 
his alleged links with a 
network involved in man-
ufacturing and distribut-
ing counterfeit pharma-
ceutical products. Police 
are examining the source 
of the medicines, their 
distribution channels 
and the financial trans-
actions connected with  
the racket. 

Supreme Court takes suo-motu 
notice of alleged gang rape case
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Monday took 
suo motu cognisance of 
the alleged gang rape of 
a minor in a moving bus 
in the Delhi-NCR region. 
A bench comprising 
Justice J. B. Pardiwala and 
Justice K. Vinod Chan-
dran took up the mat-
ter after concerns were 
raised about the alleged 
sexual assault and the 
protection of minors. 
The court expressed 
concern over the circum-
stances surrounding the 

reported incident and the 
response of law enforce-
ment authorities. The 
proceedings will examine 
the available information 
concerning the incident 
and the steps taken by 
authorities following the 
allegations. The Supreme 

Court’s intervention 
brings the matter under 
judicial scrutiny and 
seeks information from 
the concerned authori-
ties regarding the inves-
tigation and protection 
measures. The case has 
also raised wider con-
cerns about the safety of 
women and children trav-
elling in public transport. 
Police and investigating 
agencies are responsible 
for establishing the facts 
surrounding the allega-
tion and determining 
responsibility based on 
evidence.

MUMBAI

DRI busts gold 
smuggling racket 

The Directorate of Reve-
nue Intelligence has busted 
a pan-India gold smuggling 
network and arrested 11 
people while seizing 6.61 
kilograms of foreign-ori-
gin gold valued at about 
Rs 10.36 crore. The opera-
tion followed intelligence 
regarding the movement of 
smuggled gold through the 
Indo-Bangladesh border in 
West Bengal and Assam. 

Investigators said the 
alleged syndicate used 
courier consignments to 
transport gold from Guwa-
hati and Kolkata to recipi-
ents in Mumbai, Delhi and 
Ahmedabad. The opera-
tion involved searches and 
interceptions in several 
cities. Seven alleged recip-
ients were apprehended, 
while three alleged ship-
pers were arrested in  
Kolkata.

UJJAIN

Mosque dispute 
triggers clashes 

Tension escalated in 
Ujjain on Monday as pro-
tests broke out over the pro-
posed partial demolition of 
the Shahi Masjid in connec-
tion with a road-widening 
project. Members of the 
Muslim community, includ-
ing women, gathered near 
the religious structure and 
opposed the administrative 
action. 

Sporadic stone-pelting 
was reported during the 
confrontation between 
protesters and police. Secu-
rity personnel deployed 
tear gas to control the situ-
ation and prevent the gath-
ering from spreading.

SRINAGAR

Statehood resolution 
passed in J-K

The Jammu and Kash-
mir Legislative Assembly 
on Monday passed a res-
olution demanding the 
urgent restoration of full 
statehood to the Union 
Territory. Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah moved 
the resolution during the 
ongoing Assembly ses-
sion. The resolution was 
passed amid strong pro-
tests by BJP legislators, 
who opposed the move 
and subsequently walked 
out of the House. 

The debate wit-
nessed heated exchanges 
between treasury and 
opposition members. 
BJP legislators objected 
to references concerning 
the status of Jammu and 
Kashmir before August 5, 
2019, and questioned the 
manner in which the res-
olution was introduced. 
The resolution seeks 
restoration of the state’s 
earlier status after Jammu 
and Kashmir was reorga-
nised as a Union Territory 
in 2019. 

Omar Abdullah argued 
that the Centre should 
fulfil its stated commit-
ment regarding restora-
tion of statehood. 

HIGHLIGHT

z He said, changing 
weather patterns 
and uneven rainfall 
during the kharif crop 
cycle have highlighted 
the need for better 
planning.

| DROUGHT | 

| GOLD RING SCHEME |

|  E M B E Z Z L E M E N T  |

Press Trust Of India

CHENANI: Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister C. 
Joseph Vijay on Mon-
day launched the Thaai 
Maaman Thanga Moth-
iram scheme at Gov-
ernment Rajaji Hospital 
in Madurai. Under the 
scheme, eligible babies 
born in government hos-
pitals and primary health 
centres will receive a 

one-gram, 22-carat gold 
ring. Vijay personally pre-
sented rings to newborn 

babies during the launch. 
The scheme is intended 
to extend welfare support 

to families using govern-
ment healthcare facilities. 
The state government has 
allocated funds for the ini-
tial implementation and 
procured gold rings for 
eligible beneficiaries. Offi-
cials said children born 
after June 22, 2026, would 
be covered under the pro-
gramme. The Chief Minis-
ter also visited the mater-
nity facilities during his 
Madurai programme.

Tamil Nadu CM Vijay launches Gold 
Ring Scheme for newborns babies

Gift of Life: A Legacy of Healing and Hope
On World Heart Day, 
the service of Sri Sathya 
Sai Sanjeevani Hospitals 
stands as an inspiring 
example of compassion, 
selfless service and hope. 
The hospitals have served 
more than 4 lakh patients 
from across India and sev-
eral developing countries 
through their consultation 
departments. More than 
44,500 completely free 

child heart surgeries have 
also been performed, 
giving thousands of chil-
dren a new lease of life. 
Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani 
Hospital, Naya Raipur, has 
completed 13 years of ser-
vice to the nation.

Known as a “Temple 
of Healing”, its daily rou-
tine begins with prayer 
and culminates in the Gift 
of Life (GoL) ceremony.  

Children who success-
fully undergo surgery 
and complete their post-
operative recovery par-
ticipate in the ceremony 
with their parents before 
discharge. They receive 
a certificate and a token 
gift, along with counsel-
ling on follow-up care and 
precautions at home.

For families, Gift of 
Life is much more than a  

discharge ceremony. It 
symbolises a new life for 
the child, peace for the 
parents and renewed 
hope for the family. Over 
the years, the initiative 
has forged a strong emo-
tional bond between the 
hospital and thousands 
of families. This bond was 
evident at the hospital’s 
10th anniversary in 2022, 
when around 3,500 for-

mer patients and their 
parents attended the cel-

ebration. In 2025, nearly 
4,500 patients partici-

pated in the “Dil Ki Baat” 
programme with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at 
Sowbhagyam. Both occa-
sions became memorable 
milestones, with the hos-
pital receiving Guinness 
World Records recogni-
tion. The hospital has wit-
nessed numerous touch-
ing stories. Families have 
travelled long distances 
with children suffering 
from congenital heart 
defects, while some eco-
nomically disadvantaged 
parents have even mort-

gaged their mangalsutras 
to meet travel expenses. 
Many parents join morn-
ing prayers, and some vol-
unteer to donate blood for 
other patients.A parent 
from Pakistan expressed 
gratitude that while his 
son was born in Pakistan, 
he received a “second 
life” in India.   Jazidah 
from Uganda travelled 
alone with her daugh-
ter Rasima for treatment 
and later expressed grat-
itude to the hospital and  
Rotary Club.

The Indian Institute of Technology Jammu celebrated its 7th Convocation Ceremony.  

Convocation Ceremony at IIT Jammu.

GURUGRAM: A local 
judicial court in Guru-
gram granted police 
investigators custody of 
two primary suspects 
arrested in connection 
with a fatal hit-and-run 
incident that took place 
on a high-speed transit 
corridor. The incident, 
which resulted in the 
loss of life and severe 

injuries to bystanders, 
led to widespread public 
concern regarding reck-
less driving and hit-and-

run offenses on urban 
highways. During the 
remand period, police 
teams plan to conduct 

a detailed reconstruc-
tion of the crime scene 
to accurately determine 
vehicle speeds, braking 
distances, and collision 
angles. Law enforcement 
officials stated that the 
suspects fled the spot 
immediately after the 
crash without rendering 
emergency aid or con-
tacting medical services. 

Judicial Court grants police remand for 
suspects in  hit-and-run incidentEmbezzlement case registered against 

secretariat staff over fund diversion charges 
MUMBAI: Law enforce-
ment authorities in Mum-
bai officially registered 
a criminal case against 
nine staff members asso-
ciated with a Secretar-
iat cooperative society 
following allegations 
of large-scale financial 
irregularities and illegal 
fund diversion. A prelim-
inary investigation con-

ducted by the economic 
offenses wing revealed 
that financial irregular-
ities spanning over five 
years had resulted in sig-

nificant monetary losses 
to the employee welfare 
fund. The formal police 
complaint alleges that 
the accused individuals 
manipulated internal 
ledger accounts, forged 
transaction receipts, and 
systematically diverted 
institutional funds into 
private accounts without 
authorization.

NEWSLINEKarnataka CM seeking 
drought relief from Centre 
Central Chronicle News

BENGALURU: Karnataka 
Chief Minister D. K. Shiva-
kumar left for New Delhi 
on Monday to discuss 
drought relief and other 
issues with the Central 
government. He said dis-
cussions would cover 
assistance for drought-af-
fected areas and the Kas-
turirangan report. Shiva-
kumar is also scheduled 
to meet several Union 
ministers during his Delhi 
visit. He said an all-party 
delegation had been 
planned to take up the 
state’s demands before 
the Centre. The Chief 
Minister criticised the 
BJP’s decision not to join 
the delegation and said 
the interests of farmers 
would remain the prior-
ity of his government. 
Karnataka has sought 
Central assistance follow-
ing drought conditions 

affecting several parts 
of the state. Shivakumar 
also has meetings related 
to education and elec-
toral issues during his 
Delhi programme. The 
state govt is seeking an 
assessment of drought-
hit areas and appropriate 
assistance from the Union 
government.

FASTFACTS

z He said discussions 
would cover assistance 
for drought-affected 
areas and the 
Kasturirangan report

| WORLD HEART DAY SPECIAL | 



06 CENTRAL CHRONICLE   |   Bilaspur, Tuesday, September 29, 2026

Central Chronicle News

JASHPUR: Under the 
‘Seva Sankalp Abhiyan 
2026’ (Service Pledge 
Campaign) and driven 
by the spirit of ‘Service is 
My Contribution,’ a walk-
athon was organized in 
Jashpur town on Sunday.

Public representa-
tives, officials, students, 
and citizens marched 
together to convey the 
message of building a 
drug-free and healthy 
society. Through this 
walkathon, which saw 
massive public partic-
ipation, citizens were 
inspired to shun sub-

stance abuse, adopt a 
healthy lifestyle, and 
actively engage in social 
causes.

The walkathon was 
attended by Jashpur MLA 
Smt. Raimuni Bhagat, 
Municipal Council Pres-
ident Arvind Bhagat, 
Janpad Panchayat Presi-
dent Ganga Ram Bhagat, 

Collector Rohit Vyas, 
Senior Superintendent 
of Police Dr. Lal Umed 
Singh, along with other 
public representatives, 
officials, students, and a 
large number of citizens.

Walkathon from Jai 
Stambh Chowk to Ranjita 
Stadium Starting from 
Jai Stambh Chowk, the 

walkathon proceeded 
via the bus stand and 
concluded at Ranjita Sta-
dium. During the march, 
participants spread 
awareness regarding 
service, social responsi-
bility, healthy living, and 
the importance of a drug-
free society. The enthu-
siastic participation of 

students and citizens 
transformed the cam-
paign into a true people’s 
movement. Pledge taken 
to stay away from drugs 
and raise awareness  
among others

At Ranjita Stadium, 
MLA Raimuni Bhagat 
administered the drug-
free pledge to the  
gathered crowd. 

Public reps, officials, students 
take part in Walkathon 

‘Seva Sankalp Abhiyan 2026: Service is My Contribution’ – Message of a  
Drug-Free Society Resonates Through Jashpur Walkathon

Ganesha’s idols 
bid farewell 

|  M E G A  H E A L T H  C A M P  |

Central Chronicle News

GPM:  In view of the rising 
water levels of the Maha-
nadi River, the adminis-
tration is on high alert 
in the river’s riparian 
areas within the Pusaur  
development block. 

Under government 
directives and the guid-
ance of Collector Mayank 
Chaturvedi, continuous 
monitoring of the affected 
areas is being conducted, 
and villagers are being 
relocated to safer locations 
based on the prevailing sit-

uation. Villagers affected 
by the floods in Surajgarh 
and Parsapali—located 
along the banks of the 
Mahanadi in the Pusaur 
development block—are 
being shifted to relief 
camps. Approximately 450 
affected individuals from 
Surajgarh village are being 
moved to the Padigaon 
relief camp. The admin-

istration is ensuring that 
essential arrangements, 
including food and drink-
ing water, are in place at 
the camp. Similarly, in 
response to the flood situ-
ation in Parsapali, a relief 
camp has been set up at 
the school building in 
Chhichhor Umariya for the 
affected residents, who are 
also being relocated there.

Villagers from Surajgarh 
shifted to relief camps

Cleanliness 
drive conducted 
MUNGELI: Under the 
instructions of Collector 
Amrit Vikas Topno and as 
part of the ‘Mission Vat-
salya’ scheme, a special 
cleanliness drive is being 
conducted until October 
2, 2026, at the Child Wel-
fare Committee, District 
Child Protection Unit, 
Children’s Home (for 
boys), and Child Helpline 
1098, centered on the 
theme “Participation in 
Cleanliness: Clean India, 
Developed India.” The 
objective of the campaign 
is to create a clean, safe, 
and healthy environment 
within child protection 
institutions and their sur-
rounding areas.

Blood donation camp organized 
Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: Under the 
‘Seva Sankalp Abhiyan’ 
and ‘Angan Milan Seva’ 
initiative, and following 
the directives of District 
Collector Amrit Vikas 
Topno, a blood donation 
camp and a free mega 
health camp featuring 
specialist doctors were 
organized on Septem-
ber 25, 2026, at Village 
Madku (Block Pathariya).
 The event was held 
under the joint auspices 
of the Red Cross Society 
(Mungeli District Branch) 
and the Department of 
Health and Family Wel-

fare. Dignitaries who 
inspected the camps 
included Chhattisgarh 
Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai, Union Minister 
of State Tokhan Sahu, 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Arun Sao, District In-
charge Minister Lakhan-
lal Dewangan, Minister 
Dayaldas Baghel, Bilas-
pur MLA and former 
Minister Amar Agrawal, 

Mungeli MLA and former 
Minister Punnulal Mohle, 
Beltara MLA Sushant 
Shukla, Bilha MLA Dha-
ramlal Kaushik, former 
Governor and senior 
former MP Ramesh Bais, 
Bhupendra Savanni, 
Rajnish Singh, former 
MLA Shivratan Sharma, 
and former Chairperson 
of the Women’s Commis-
sion Harshita Pandey. 

|   P M ’ S  ‘ M A A N  K I  B A A T ’  |

Central Chronicle News

TAKHATPUR: A collective lis-
tening session for the 138th 
episode of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s monthly 
radio program, ‘Mann Ki 
Baat’, was held at the res-
idence of Radhika Rakesh 
Kaushik, Sarpanch of the 
‘Sansad Adarsh Gram’  
(Model Village) Chhatauna. 

Under the leadership of 
MLA Dharamjit Singh, villag-
ers and public representa-
tives listened attentively to 
the Prime Minister’s address. 

In his speech, the Prime Min-
ister emphasized the impor-
tance of every citizen’s partic-
ipation in the national census, 
linking it to a national respon-
sibility. He also engaged with 
the nation on vital topics such 
as cleanliness, de-addiction, 
the identification of sports tal-

ent, environmental conserva-
tion, and nutrition. 

Mentioning the ‘Har Ghar 
Munga-Ghar-Ghar Munga’ 
(Moringa in every home) cam-
paign being run in Chhattis-
garh, the Prime Minister high-
lighted the nutritional value 
of ‘Munga’ (Moringa).

Citizen is part of nation-building: Dharamjit
|  W O R L D  T O U R I S M  D A Y |

Central Chronicle News

GPM: On the occasion of World 
Tourism Day and the ‘Seva 
Sankalp Abhiyan’ (Service 
Pledge Campaign), a massive 
cleanliness drive was con-
ducted on Sunday with the aim 
of keeping the major tourist 
spots of Gaurela-Pendra-Mar-
wahi district clean, beautiful, 
and eco-friendly.

Under the guidance of 
Collector Vijay Dayaram K., 

various tourism commit-
tees in the district organized 
special cleanliness activities 
at tourist sites within their  
respective areas. 

Through this campaign, 
messages regarding cleanli-

ness, environmental conserva-
tion, and plastic-free tourism 
were conveyed. During the 
campaign, cleaning operations 
were carried out within the 
premises of the tourist spots 
and in the surrounding areas.

Massive cleanliness drive 
conducted at key tourist spots 

SECL Chirimiri area conducts 
special cleanliness drive
CHIRIMIRI/MCB: On 
the occasion of World 
Tourism Day, the SECL 
Chirimiri Area con-
ducted a special clean-
liness drive at the 
premises of the famous 
Jagannath Temple—a 
prominent religious 
and tourist site in 
Chirimiri—as part of the 
‘Swachhata Hi Seva’ 
(Cleanliness is Service) 

initiative and ‘Special  
Campaign 6.0’.
 The objective of the 
drive was to keep reli-
gious and tourist sites 
clean and well-main-

tained while fostering a 
sense of responsibility 
and public awareness 
regarding cleanliness 
among devotees, tour-
ists, and local citizens.

HIGHLIGHT

z MLA Raimuni Bhagat 
administered the 
pledge for a drug-free 
life and called for 
building a healthy and 
empowered society.

4,198 newly literate take part in mega-examination
SURGUJA: There is no age 
limit for reading, writing, 
and learning. The enthu-
siasm and participation of 
newly literate individuals 
in the state-wide mega-ex-
amination campaign 
held in Surguja district 
on Sunday brought this  
message to life. 

Under the Ullas 
Navbharat Literacy Pro-
gramme, 4,198 newly 
literate learners partici-
pated in the mega-exami-

nation across 247 centers 
in the district. A notable 
feature was that at many 
centers, mothers-in-law 
and daughters-in-law, 
spouses, sisters-in-law, 
and senior citizens took 

the exam together, while 
96 newly literate inmates 
from the Ambikapur Cen-
tral Jail also participated.

A target of 4,306 exam-
inees had been set for the 
mega-examination, which 

was organized under the 
guidance of Collector Shri 
Ajit Vasant and the lead-
ership of Zila Panchayat 
CEO Ms. Roma Srivastava. 

Against this target, 
4,198 learners took the 
exam by 5 PM. The exami-
nation was conducted 
by the District Literacy 
Mission Authority from 
10 AM to 5 PM, in accor-
dance with the directives 
of the State Literacy Mis-
sion Authority, Raipur.

240 people receive 
Ayurvedic treatment
SURAJPUR: A health 
camp was organized by 
the AYUSH Department 
at the PM SHRI Ekla-
vya Model Residential 
School under the ‘Seva 
Sankalp Abhiyan’ (Service  
Pledge Campaign). 

Held under the guid-
ance of Collector Smt. 
Rena Jamil and the leader-
ship of the District AYUSH 
Officer, the camp provided 

Ayurvedic treatment to 240 
patients. This camp, orga-
nized within the school 
premises, offered people 
the convenience of access-
ing AYUSH health ser-
vices at a single location. 
The AYUSH Department 
team provided consulta-
tion and treatment based 
on the specific health 
issues of the patients  
attending the camp. 

RECRUITMENT

Applications 
accepted until 
Oct 8
MUNGELI: Applications 
have been invited for the 
recruitment of a part-time 
special educator at the dis-
trict’s PM SHRI B.R. Sao 
School. Similarly, part-
time yoga instructors, 
sports teachers/instruc-
tors, and music instruc-
tors will be recruited for 
the eight PM SHRI schools 
operating in the district. 
Appointments for these 
positions will be valid until 
March 31, 2027. Interested 
candidates must submit 
their applications via post 
or speed post by 5:00 PM 
on October 8, 2026, to the 
Office of the District Mis-
sion Coordinator (Samagra 
Shiksha), Room No. 210, at 
the District Collectorate. 

‘MANN KI BAAT’

Minister listens 
to PM Modi’s 
message  
NAVAGARH: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies, and 
Consumer Protection, Mr. 
Dayaldas Baghel, listened 
attentively to the 138th 
episode of PM Narendra 
Modi’s ‘Mann Ki Baat’ 
alongside villagers today. 
The event took place at 
the Mavli Mata Temple 
premises in Temri village, 
located within the Nava-
garh Assembly constitu-
ency. On this occasion, the 
villagers listened closely 
to Prime Minister Modi’s 
thoughts and messages. 
Minister Baghel remarked 
that through ‘Mann Ki 
Baat,’ the PM shares infor-
mation with the nation 
regarding positive initia-
tives across various sec-
tors, public participation, 
and issues concerning 
public welfare. 

GRAM SABHAS

Gram Sabhas 
to be held 
in all Gram 
Panchayats 
SURAJPUR: Exercising 
the powers conferred 
under the Chhattisgarh 
Panchayat Raj Act, 1993, 
Collector  Rena Jameel 
has ordered the conven-
ing of Gram Sabhas in 
every Gram Panchayat 
and its dependent vil-
lages across the district 
on October 2, 2026. The 
responsibility of ensur-
ing 100% member atten-
dance and the necessary 
quorum for the Gram 
Sabha has been entrusted 
to the Sarpanch, Panch,  
and Secretary.

SSA

Students raised 
awareness 
about Rabies
MUNGELI: Various aware-
ness and service activ-
ities focused on health 
and livestock welfare are 
being organized across 
the district under the 
‘Seva Sankalp Abhiyan’ 
(Service Pledge Cam-
paign). As part of this 
initiative, the Animal 
Husbandry Department 
organized free veteri-
nary camps in rural areas 
using mobile veterinary 
units, providing livestock 
owners with treatment, 
medicines, and animal 
health services right in 
their villages. At the free 
veterinary camp held in 
Limha village (Mungeli 
block), services such as 
animal treatment, med-
icine distribution were 
provided.

|  RESCUE OPERATIONS | 

Central Chronicle News

LORMI: On Thursday, 
marking the conclusion 
of the Ganpati festival, the 
town of Lormi witnessed a 
magnificent confluence of 
faith, devotion, and gran-
deur. Various local Ganesh 
Utsav committees orga-
nized grand immersion 
processions featuring tra-
ditional drums (dhol-dhu-
mal), DJs, and captivating 
tableaux.  A large number 
of devotees participated in 
the event, bidding an emo-
tional farewell to Ganpati 
Bappa. During the immer-

sion procession, the pre-
sentation by the Naulakha 
Chowk Shri Ganesh Utsav 
Committee, Lormi, was 
a major highlight. The 
committee showcased 
entertaining ‘Panda’ and 
‘Gorilla’ themed tableaux, 
alongside impressive 
performances by special 
artists invited from the 
Durg district. The artists’ 
spectacular performances 
and the elaborate decora-
tions of the tableaux capti-
vated the crowd, creating 
an atmosphere of great 
enthusiasm throughout 
the procession.

Bilaspur Region
Handle every application with 

sensitivity and ensure that eligible 
beneficiaries receive the benefits of 

government schemes. 
 

Kunal Dudawat 
 Collector-Korba

| ‘SEVA SANKALP ABHIYAN’ | 

‘Angan Milan’ fosters a sense of togetherness 
Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: Under the 
‘Seva Sankalp Abhiyan’ 
(Service Pledge Cam-
paign), the Department 
of Women and Child 
Development organized 
an ‘Angan Milan’ (com-
munity gathering), a 
community feast, and 
a felicitation ceremony 
for Anganwadi work-

ers and helpers at the 
Vivekananda Ward  
Anganwadi center. 

The event aimed to 

establish a personal 
rapport with women 
and children through 
Anganwadi centers while 

strengthening the spirit 
of service and collabora-
tion between society and 
the administration. 

Ward Councilor 
Smt. Archana Dewan-
gan attended as the 
chief guest, while Anant 
Dewangan participated 
as the special guest and 
speaker. A large num-
ber of local women and 
children, including Smt. 

Anjana Jaiswal, were 
present on the occasion.

During the program, 
the contributions of the 
Anganwadi workers and 
helpers serving at the 
center were recognized 
and honored. Ward 
Councilor Smt. Arch-
ana Dewangan honored 
the helper, while Anant 
Dewangan honored the 
Anganwadi worker. 
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Daily Horoscope 

Do not waste your time in 
criticizing others as it may 
affect your health. Someone 
with big plans and ideas will 
catch your attention- Verify the 
credibility and authenticity of 
the person before making any 
investments. Domestic life will 
be peaceful and adorable.

Cosmic tip: Drive and calculate 
your run.

Today you are under magic 
spell of hope. Increase in 
income from past investment 
is foreseen. Social activity in 
the evening will turn out to be 
much better than you expected. 
A surprise message will give 
you sweet dream. You will feel 
that your creativity has been 
lost.

Cosmic tip: Sometimes a ‘No’ is 
too good.

ARIES Taurus

Don't exert yourself beyond 
a point and remember to 
take proper rest. Explore new 
investment opportunities that 
come your way today- but 
commit yourself only after 
you have studied the viability 
of these projects. A good day 
to revive old contacts and 
relations. 

Cosmic tip: Prefer what really 
chains you.

A friend may test your open 

mindedness and tolerance 

power. You should be careful 

not to surrender your values 

and be rational in every 

decision. You will make 

good money if you invest in 

conservative investment. 

Cosmic tip: Let your mind steer.

Gemini Cancer 

A beneficial day and you may 
be able to find relief from a 
prolong illness. An old friend of 
yours can advise you on how to 
earn more profits in business 
today. If you follow his/her 
advice, you're definitely in 
luck. Friends and relatives will 
demand more attention.

Cosmic tip: Work en route for 
goals.

You will remain very active 
and agile today. Your health 
will fully support you today. 
Do not invest in joint ventures 
and dubious financial schemes. 
Friends and spouse brings 
comfort and happiness to you 
otherwise a dull and hectic day. 

Cosmic tip: Take note to the 
solution.

Leo Virgo 

Health of your spouse may 
cause reason for stress and 
anxiety. You will possess 
a considerable amount of 
money today, and with it there 
will be peace of mind. Your 
unnecessary finding faults in 
others could be criticised by 
relatives. You must realize that 
it is only wastage of time. 

Cosmic tip: Water your grass.

Keep your poise as you 
are likely to confront some 
difficulties otherwise-it may 
put you in some serious trouble. 
Especially control your anger 
which is nothing but a short 
madness. Those associated with 
foreign trade are expected to 
get the desired results.

Cosmic tip: Spotlight the 
negatives.

Libra Scorpio

Smile as it is best antidote for 
all your problems. If you are 
going on a trip, then look out 
for your valuables and bags, 
as they are likely to be stolen. 
Especially, keep your purse at a 
safe place today. Guests crowd 
your house for a pleasant and 
wonderful evening.

Cosmic tip: Get your ideas 
going.

A very good day from health 
point of view. Your cheerful 
state of mind will give you the 
desired tonic and keep you 
confident. Money position will 
improve later in the day. Likely 
to get some good news which 
will not only enthrall you but 
your family also. Today, you can 
go to a picnic.

Cosmic tip: You were looking in 
wrong direction.

Sagittarius Capricorn

You need to sit back and relax 
today- and get involved in 
hobbies and things that you 
enjoy doing the most. You 
can acquire money from an 
unknown source today, which 
will resolve many of your 
financial troubles. Friends will 
come to your aid if needed.
 
Cosmic tip: Karma follows 
ardently. 

Self medication could cause 
drug dependency. Take a 
physician advice before taking 
any drug-otherwise chances 
of drug dependency are high. 
Investment is recommended 
but seek proper advice. Social 
activity with your family would 
keep everybody in a relaxed 
and pleasant mood. Someone 
from your past is likely to 
contact you and make it a 
memorable day. 

Cosmic tip: If you may make 
room for harmony

Aquarius Pisces

SCIENCE WATCH

Is there a cure for 
Rabies?

How to prevent 
Rabies?

Fun&Focus

No there is no cure for rabies, 
but a preventive vaccination. 
But you have to act very fast, 
once you are bitten by a rabid 
animal. Listen carefully to the 
doctors instructions. 

Never pet a stray or wild 
animal, especially if it is acting 
weird or foaming at the mouth. 
Stay away from street dogs 
and do not feed them. Report 
to your parents if you, see a 
rabid animal.

1 Upset, agitate (7)
5 Shade of pink (5)
8 Wept (5)
9 Spoilsport (7)
10 Booming bird (7)
11 Expertise (5)
12 Most recent (6)
14 Capital of Greece (6)
18 Makes an effort (5)
20 Recommended (7)
22 Assassinated US president (7)
23 Automaton (5)
24 Carefree lively outing (5)
25 Come down (7)

CROSSWORD SOLUTION- 240

SUDOKU- 241

SUDOKU SOLUTION- 240

CROSSWORD -241 DAILY WORD SEARCH
n 	   Ball
n 	   Jungle Gym
n 	   Seesaw
n 	   Bench
n 	   Ladders
n 	   Slide
n 	   Carousel
n 	   Laughter
n 	   Smiles
n 	   Children
n 	   Monkey Bars

n 	   Spring Horse
n 	   Enjoyment
n 	   Nannies
n 	   Sun Hat
n 	   Frisbee
n 	   Pail
n 	   Swing
n 	   Grass
n 	   Parents
n 	   Hopscotch
n 	   Sand Box

1.	 September 29 holds major significance in Indian history, mainly 

the 2016, Indian Army  targeted surgical strikes across the Line of 

Control in Pakistan-administered Kashmir, retaliating against the 

Uri terror attack

2.	 On September 29, 1959, Arati Saha successfully swam across the 

English Channel, becoming the first Asian woman to achieve this 

feat. 

3.	 Same day in 2010, the Aadhaar unique identification card scheme 

was officially launched, in Tembhli village, Maharashtra. 

4.	 On this very day in 1858, Rudolf Diesel, the brilliant engineer and 

inventor of the high-efficiency Diesel Engine, was born (and he 

later mysteriously disappeared on this exact date in 1913). 

Why to fear a rabid 
(mad) dog?

The month September also 
celebrates Rabies Day and 
rabies is spread when a 
human is bitten by a dog/cat/
bat infected by Rabies Virus. 
One should fear a rabid dog, 
because the disease is fatal 
and there is no cure.

SEPTEMBER 29-THE DAY IN HISTORY

Across

Down

Which joint in Hyderabad has earned 
a spot on Taste Atlas' list of 150 Most 
Legendary Dessert Places in the World?

(1) Karachi Bakery's Fruit Biscuits were declared as an iconic dessert. (2) 
Everything is made of metal scrap (3) Aircraft. The breather hole is located 
in the middle pane of the cabin window, between an outer pane and an inner 
pane it makes sure the outer pane bears the air pressure, so in the rare event 
one of the panes gives out, it’s the outer pane that goes (4) The ship that was 
taking the England team home was leaving on that day (5) Sweet Meat Street 
(6) It drains the highest percentage of plastic pollutants into the oceans in the 
world (7) 5th October

1-Modulator Demodulator, 2- Optical Mark Reader,  
3- Operating System, 4- Personal Area Network, 5- 
Printer Circuit Board.

Shaheedi Park is India's first outdoor 
museum inaugurated in August in New 
Delhi. It celebrates India's history and 
freedom fighters. What is special about 
objects in the museum?

In which medium of transport is the 
breather hole an essential item?

The longest recorded Test match in 
cricket was between South Africa 
and England. This test that took place 
in Durban in 1939 lasted 12 days. 
Why was this Timeless Test finally 
abandoned on the 12th day?

S. M. Street is a heritage street in 
Kozhikode city famous for textiles, 
halwas, banana chips and many more. It 
is also mentioned in the Malayalam novel  
"The Story of a Street" by S. K. Pottekkatt. 
What is the full name of the street?

The Motagua River that flows partly along 
the Guatemala-Honduras border, has a 
magnanimous record in the world. What 
is that?

In India, Teacher's Day is celebrated on 
September 5th. When is World Teacher's 
day, as declared by UNESCO?

Elephants flap their ears 
primarily to cool their bodies 
and release excess heat. 
Flapping creates a gentle wind 
that speeds up this cooling 
process, which can lower their 
body temperature by up to 9°C 
(16°F). 

A preposition indicating 

the location of something

Beside means, ‘next to’ or 

at the side of or close to 

something

Your shoes are beside the 

closet
Besides Ram, who else has 

not completed their project?

He wishes to learn more. 

Besides, he is a competitive 

person.

The kutcha house beside 
the highway fell down due 
to storm.

Besides can be both preposition 
and adverb depending on the 
context used.
Besides as preposition means, 
‘in addition to’ or ‘apart from’. 
When used as an adverb, it 
means, ‘moreover’, ‘furthermore’, 
‘another thing’, ‘as well’.

Purging of emotions

The therapy session provided 
a catharsis for her pent-up 
emotions.

Purification, Cleansing

Suppression, Repression

Spoken or done without 
preparation	

Release someone from a 
duty or obligation

Fond of company

Making marks that 
cannot be removed

Incapable of making 
mistakes or being wrong

1 Measure of noise intensity (7)
2 Period of work (5)
3 Disrobe (7)
4 Two-piece swimsuit (6)
5 Accommodation for prisoners (5)
6 Exult, make merry (7)
7 Steadfast in allegiance (5)
13 Paint solvent (7)
15 Inns (7)
16 Calmed with drugs (7)
17 Prohibited (6)
18 Cash registers (5)
19 Unit of fourteen pounds (5)
21 Cavalry sword (5)

Rapid flapping also signals 
excitement or joy when greeting 
herd mates.



Press Trust Of India

Mumbai:  India’s mer-
chandise exports have 
risen 15 per cent till Sep-
tember 21 during this 
fiscal year despite global 
economic uncertainties 
triggered by the ongo-
ing wars, Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal said on Monday. 
Addressing the media 
after the 14th India-UAE 
High Level Task Force on 
Investment meeting here, 
the minister also said the 

UAE -- India’s seventh 
largest source of FDI -- 
has expressed an intent 
to invest another USD 25 
billion in the near future, 
with the ultimate objec-
tive of taking its invest-
ments in India to USD 
100 billion in the years to 
come. 

“We have increased 
our merchandise exports 
by upward of 15 per cent 
in the first six months 
(up to September 21) this 
year, which is a pretty 
important and significant 

achievement given the 
fact that we are living in a 
world where two wars are 
going on and the Strait or 
Hormuz, which is our prin-
cipal sea route, is facing so 

much stress,” Goyal said. 
During April-August this 
fiscal year, exports jumped 
17.85 per cent year-on-year 
to USD 215.91 billion, and 
imports climbed 18.21 per 
cent to USD 363 billion. Th 
e official data for April-Sep-
tember 2026-27 will be 
released by the commerce 
ministry by the mid of 
next month. The minister 
added that the free tarde 
agreements finalised by 
India will help boost the 
country’s exports. These 
agreements, he said 

“will support our auto-
mobile industry whose 
exports are increasing 
every year in double digit. 
In fact, Maruti recently 
announced that they have 
already exported one lakh 
cars to Japan”. “So rather 
than cars coming from 
Japan to India, which was 
always our fear or which 
was always the reason we 
protected the auto sector 
for so many decades now, 
India is becoming a net 
exporter of automobiles,” 
he said. 

Exports up 15 percent till  
Sep 21 this fiscal: Goyal

India merchandise exports rise 15 per cent till September 21 despite global uncertainty; 
government targets USD 1 trillion exports this fiscal

Press Trust Of India

India’s industrial 
output rises eight per 
cent in August.

New Delhi:   India’s 
industrial output 
increased by 8 per cent in 
August from 7.4 per cent 
in the preceding month, 
mainly due to a good 
show by the manufac-
turing sector, according 
to the latest government 
data released on Monday. 
This is the fifth monthly 

Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (IIP) data under 
the new series.

“In August 2026, Index 
of Industrial Production 
recorded an 8.0 per cent 

year-on-year growth, 
supported by 9.0 per 
cent growth in Manufac-
turing sector and strong 
growth of 12.3 per cent 
in Electricity & Gas Sup-

ply sector,” the National 
Statistics Office said in a 
release. 

The data showed that 
the mining and quarrying 
sector contracted by 5.6 
per cent in August against 
15.8 per cent growth a 
year ago. The IIP growth 
in August 2025 was 4.7 
per cent. The revised 

estimate of IIP for July 
stood at 7.4 per cent, 
which has been revised 
upward from the ear-
lier released provisional 
estimate of 6.7 per cent. 
The IIP growth during 
April to August this fis-
cal stood at 6.7 per cent 
compared to 4.2 per cent 
a year ago. Within the 
manufacturing sector, 18 
out of 23 industry groups 
have recorded a positive 
growth in August 2026 
over the same month  
last year. 

| IIP growth | 

Industrial production rises 8 pc in August: Govt data
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Business
BizBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

New Delhi:  Benchmark indices Sensex 
and Nifty have dropped more than 5 
per cent over the past month, wip-
ing out Rs 17.17 lakh crore in investor 
wealth as surging crude oil prices, geo-
political uncertainties, and elevated 
bond yields dampened market senti-
ment. Indications of further monetary 
tightening by the US Federal Reserve 
also weighed on sentiment during 
this time. The 30-share BSE Sen-
sex tumbled 4,161.87 points or 5.40 
per cent since August 27 last month. 
The 50-share NSE Nifty also plunged 
1,310.6 points or 5.44 per cent. Inves-
tors’ wealth eroded by Rs 17,17,487.02 
crore to Rs 4,74,36,620.19 crore (USD 
4.94 trillion) during this period. On 
Monday, the BSE benchmark tanked 
1,124.02 points, or 1.52 per cent, to set-

tle at 72,771.72, its lowest close since 
March 30, 2026. The Nifty dropped 
360.25 points, or 1.56 per cent, to end 
at a near six-month low of 22,780.25. 
Investors’ wealth declined by Rs 7.52 
lakh crore on Monday alone.

“Bears remained firmly in control as 
the market breached a key psychological 
support level, reflecting growing inves-
tor caution amid deteriorating global 
macro conditions. The US rejection of 
the ceasefire proposal has heightened 
concerns that tensions in West Asia 
could persist for longer than anticipated, 
reducing the likelihood of a near-term 
diplomatic resolution and increasing 
the risk of prolonged supply-side dis-
ruptions and higher commodity prices,” 
Vinod Nair, Head of Research, Geojit 
Investments Limited, said.

Mumbai:  Motorola has announced 
special festive prices across its smart-
phone portfolio as part of Flipkart’s 
Big Billion Days Sale 2026, offering 
consumers a range of devices featur-
ing advanced cameras, displays, pro-
cessors and large-capacity batteries 
across different price segments.

The motorola edge 70 fusion is posi-
tioned as an all-rounder smartphone 
under Rs 30,000 and is available at 
Rs 29,999 for the 8GB+128GB variant, 
Rs 32,999 for the 12GB+256GB vari-
ant and Rs 34,999 for the 12GB+512GB 
variant. It features an AI-enhanced 
50MP Sony LYTIA 710 main camera 
with OIS, a 13MP ultrawide and macro 
camera, and a 32MP selfie camera. Its 
1.5K 120Hz quad-curved display offers 
up to 4,500 nits peak brightness. 
The device is powered by the Snap-
dragon 7s Gen 4 processor and packs 
a 7,000mAh battery with 68W Turbo-
Power charging. The motorola edge 
70 pro is available at Rs 36,999 for the 
8GB+256GB variant and Rs 39,999 for 
the 12GB+256GB variant. Powered by 
the MediaTek Dimensity 8500 Extreme 
processor, it offers triple 50MP cam-
eras, including a Sony LYTIA 710 main 
camera with OIS. The smartphone also 
features a 6.8-inch 1.5K 144Hz quad-
curved display, up to 12GB LPDDR5X 
RAM and 256GB UFS 4.1 storage. The 
motorola edge 70 pro+ is priced at Rs 

44,999 for the 12GB+256GB variant. It 
features a quad 50MP camera setup 
with a 3.5X periscope camera and 50X 
AI Super Zoom. The device comes with 
the Dimensity 8500 Extreme proces-
sor, a 6.8-inch 1.5K 144Hz display and 
a 6,500mAh silicon-carbon battery. It 
supports 90W wired and 15W wireless 
charging. The moto g37 power starts at 
Rs 16,999 for the 4GB+64GB variant, 
while the 4GB+128GB and 8GB+128GB 
variants are priced at Rs 18,999 and 
Rs 24,999, respectively. It features a 
7,000mAh battery claimed to deliver 
up to three days of usage, a Dimensity 
6400 processor, 120Hz display and 
50MP camera.

Motorola said the festive sale pro-
vides consumers with an opportunity 
to upgrade to smartphones offer-
ing enhanced performance, imag-
ing, display technology and battery  
capabilities.

How the markets behave today?

Flipkart Big Billion days

Sensex, Nifty tumble over 5 pc in past 
month, investors lose over Rs 17 lakh cr

Motorola offers festive deals across 
Smartphone portfolio

NUMBER

6.6
z India’s merchandise 
exports rise 15% 
despite global 
economic uncertainties 
this fiscal.

Cost discipline must become 
part of the airline’s culture.

Tewolde Gebremariam 
Air India’s CEO-designate

CENTRAL CHRONICLE   |   Bilaspur, Tuesday, September 29, 2026

Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal, Managing Director of Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) H.H. Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and other delegates during the 14th Meeting of 
the India-UAE High-Level Joint Task Force on Investments, in Mumbai. 

New Delhi:   Korean electronics major 
Samsung has increased the price of its 
flagship Galaxy S26 series by up to 17 
per cent, industry sources tracking the 
mobile phone segment said. Samsung’s 
basic model in the Galaxy S26 series 
with 256 GB storage will cost around 17 
per cent higher at Rs 1,02,999 compared 
to the launch price of Rs 87,999. The Gal-
axy S26 models were launched in Janu-
ary this year at an 8-15 per cent higher 
price compared to its predecessor, the 
Galaxy S25 series. The Galaxy S26 Ultra 
was launched at a starting price of Rs 
1,39,999, while the Galaxy S26+ was at 
Rs 1,19,999 and the most affordable S26 
base variant at Rs 87,999. With the lat-
est price hike, all the Samsung Galaxy 
S26 devices will now cost more than 
one lakh, while the top model S26 Ultra 
with 1 TB storage will be available at Rs 
2,14,999. The company has increased 
the price of Samsung S26 with 512 GB 
storage by 13.9 per cent to Rs 1,22,999, 
S26+ with 256 GB by 12.5 per cent to Rs 
1,34,999 and S26+ with 512 GB by 10.7 
per cent to Rs 1,54,999.

New Delhi:  The Income Tax Depart-
ment on 
M o n d a y 
extended 
by 21 days 
the due 
date for 
ITR filing 
and submission of audit report by cor-
porates for assessment year 2026-27. 
Accordingly, corporates will now have 
to file income tax return for AY’27 by 
November 21, instead of October 31. 
Similarly, the due date for tax audit 
report submission has been extended 
from September 30 to October 21.

In a statement, the Central Board 
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) said the due 
dates for both the compliances have 
been extended. 

Tax practitioners have been 
demanding an extension of the cor-
porate statutory audit report and ITR 
filing deadline from September 30 cit-
ing compressed audit window follow-
ing the August 31 deadline for filing 
ITR in non-audit cases. 

Ahead of festive season ITR filing by 3 weeks

Samsung raises price  
of Galaxy S26 series  
by up to 17 pc

I-T deptt extends 
deadline for corporates 
tax audit report

Press Trust Of India

Starting at a special 
BBD price of Rs 11999

Mumbai:  Mivi, India’s 
homegrown consumer 
technology brand, today 
entered the smartphone 
category with the launch 
of the Mivi One 5G. 
Designed for consumers 
seeking dependable per-
formance, long battery 
life and a smooth every-
day experience, Mivi One 
combines a Snapdragon 
4 Gen 2  mobile platform 
with a 50MP dual-camera 
system, a 6000mAh bat-
tery and a clean Android 
experience. 

Positioned as “Pretty 
Powerful,” Mivi One 
brings together expres-
sive design and reliable 
performance in one 
device. It is designed for 
young, value-conscious 
consumers who want a 
capable smartphone for 
streaming, photography, 
social media, gaming, 
multitasking, and every-

day usage. Mivi One 5G 
will be available on Flip-
kart across India,  with 
the first sale scheduled 
for 8th October 2026 at 
Midnight. The smart-
phone will be priced at Rs 
14999 for the 4 GB + 128 
GB variant, Rs  15999 for 
the 6 GB + 128 GB variant, 
and INR 16999 for the 8 
GB + 128 GB variant. But, 
Mivi One 5G will be avail-
able at a special price dur-
ing Big Billion Day sale 
starting from 11999 for 
4+128, 12999 for 6+128 and 
13999 for 8+128. The Net 
Effective Price is includ-
ing price drop and bank 
offers available on the 
platform. It will be offered 
in five colour options: 
Blue, Pink, Green, Bur-
gundy and Navy Blue. 

Mivi enters India’s smartphone 
market with Mivi One 5G

Press Trust Of India

Tata Trusts propose 
restructuring to retain 
Tata Sons privately.

Mumbai: Tata Trusts, 
which hold a 66 per cent 
stake in Tata Sons, have 
proposed merging two 
operating companies 
with the group’s holding 
company to help it retain 
its status as an unlisted 
private entity. Under the 
proposal, Tata Electron-
ics Systems Solutions Pvt 
Ltd (TESS) and Tata Con-
sulting Engineers (TCE) 
would be merged with 
Tata Sons. The Trusts 
have asked the Tata Sons 
board to consider the 
plan and seek a prior no-
objection certificate from 
the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI).

The proposed restruc-
turing is intended to 
ensure that the reorga-
nised Tata Sons does not 

meet regulatory criteria 
for either a non-banking 
financial company (NBFC) 
or a core investment com-
pany (CIC). Tata Sons is 
currently classified as a 
CIC, a category of NBFCs 
that primarily hold invest-
ments in group compa-
nies.

According to the Trusts, 
as of March 31, 2026, the 
combined entity would 
have operating revenue of 
Rs 1,05,043 crore, account-
ing for 64.3 per cent of 
total income. Its net assets 
would stand at Rs 2,00,158 
crore, including Rs 1,77,120 
crore in investments in 
group companies. The 
Trusts said these figures 
would change the com-
position of Tata Sons suf-
ficiently to ensure it does 
not meet the principal 

business criteria for an 
NBFC or applicable condi-
tions for a CIC. Following 
the restructuring, Tata 
Sons would surrender its 
CIC registration, subject 
to regulatory approvals. 
The proposal would also 
restore an earlier Tata 
Sons model under which 
operating businesses 
were housed within the 
holding company. Tata 
Consultancy Services, 
for instance, remained a 
Tata Sons division until its 
demerger in 2004.

The move comes amid 
differences between Tata 
Trusts and the Tata Sons 
board over the company’s 
future structure and list-
ing. The Trusts have pre-
viously resolved to retain 
Tata Sons as an unlisted 
private company. 

|  Ta  t a  S o n s  R e s t r u c t u r i n g  P l a n  |

Tata Trusts propose Tata 
Sons rejig to keep it private

FACTFILE

z  Trusts seek private 
status for Tata Sons

FACTFILE

z  Manufacturing 
growth drives overall 
industrial output.
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Delhi Congress 
holds protest
Press Trust Of India

Delhi Congress 
march halted by  
barricades.

NEW DELHI: The Congress 
protested on Monday and 
demanded Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar’s resignation over 
the summary revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls, 
alleging that the exercise 
has caused difficulties for 
voters in JJ clusters and 
unauthorised colonies.

Delhi Congress work-
ers gathered at the party 
office on Deen Dayal Upa-
dhyaya Marg and tried 
to march to Nirvachan 
Sadan, but police stopped 
them by erecting barri-
cades. The party alleged 
that residents, particu-
larly those in JJ clusters 
and unauthorised col-
onies, struggled to pro-
duce documents the poll 
authorities sought within 
the stipulated period.

“In the SIR process, 
there should have been 
complete transparency, 
non-discrimination and 
equal rights. Instead, the 
Election Commission 
has divided the country, 
particularly Delhi, into 
two classes,” a Congress 
worker said.

The party also alleged 
that discrepancies in 
details such as par-
ents’ ages, spellings and 
addresses could result 
from errors in comput-

er-generated data and 
should not cause hard-
ship for voters. All India 
Mahila Congress presi-
dent Alka Lamba alleged 
that the BJP-led govern-
ment’s hold on power 
had been protected 
through “vote theft” and 
accused Kumar of facili-
tating it. “It has become 
public knowledge in the 
country that the BJP cen-
tral government retained 
power solely due to vote 
theft, something Kumar 
has been doing and con-
tinues to do,” Lamba told 
PTI Videos.

She also criticised BJP 
leaders who demanded 
that Kumar be awarded 
the Bharat Ratna. “Peo-
ple are laughing because 
some BJP leaders are 
demanding that Kumar 
should receive the Bharat 
Ratna. This is a mock-
ery of the Bharat Ratna 
and an insult to those 
who have been awarded 
the Bharat Ratna so 
far,” Lamba said. “This 
nationwide move-
ment led by the Indian 
National Congress will 
not stop or slow down 
until Kumar resigns, is 
removed from his post 
and his decisions are 
overturned,” she said.

FASTFACTS

z Residents struggle 
with poll documents.

zLamba alleges vote 
theft, blames Kumar.

NEW DELHI

‘Demand PM’s 
resignation’

Aam Aadmi Party 
national convenor 
Arvind Kejriwal on Mon-
day said the Cockroach 
Janta Party’s move-
ment should now be for 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s resignation.

Kejriwal at Pratidin 
Time Conclave said, 
“First, you demanded 
the resignation of Dhar-
mendra Pradhan. Now 
you are demanding the 
resignation of Chief 
Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar. I say, 
go ahead and directly 
demand the boss’s res-
ignation. Everything is 
happening at his behest.” 
Now the movement 
should be for Modi’s res-
ignation. Whatever the 
CEC did, he did it for 
“his boss”, not for him-
self, he added.

CJP spokesperson 
Ashutosh Ranka on 
Monday asserted that 
the outfit would not 
back down from its 
demand for the CEC’s 
resignation over the 
alleged exclusion of 
13 crore names from 
electoral rolls and chal-
lenged him to clear the 
allegations against him 
before the press and the 
public.

On September 24, the 
CJP demanded Kumar’s 
resignation for alleg-
edly “undermining” 
voter rights and warned 
of a nationwide agita-
tion, including “Jantar  
Mantar 2.0”, if he  
did not step down 
within 48 hours.

NEWSLINE
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Students held a 
protest march near 
Faculty of Arts.

NEW DELHI: Women 
students from different 
Delhi University colleges 
on Monday held a pro-
test march near Faculty 
of Arts following the 
alleged rape of a 17-year-
old girl at Aastha Kunj 
park in southeast Delhi. 
The march, being orga-
nised independently by 
students, began from the 
Faculty of Arts at 3 pm, 
with Miranda House stu-
dents gathering at Gate 
Number 7 of their college 
before joining the pro-
test, organisers said.

The march being held 
under the slogan “Hum 
Auratein Azaad Hain” 
(We, the women, are 
free), is open to women 
and queer students only, 
according to the organis-

ers. The protest comes 
days after women stu-
dents from several DU 
colleges marched against 
violence against women 
following the alleged rape 

of a 17-year-old girl at 
Aastha Kunj park in south-
east Delhi. This is the 
third such protest to be 
organised independently 
by students, with the 
first being held by stu-
dents of Lady Shri Ram 
College and the second 
near Gargi College. Dur-
ing the protests, students 
have continued to raise 
concerns over women’s 
safety and opposed mea-
sures restricting wom-
en’s mobility in the name 

of protection.
They demanded better 

street lighting, improved 
public transport access 
and measures to enable 
women to use public 
spaces without fear. The 
students also questioned 
the emphasis on surveil-
lance and restrictions 
as responses to sexual 
violence, saying such 
measures should not 
replace broader efforts 
to improve safety and 
accountability. 

|  A A S T H A  K U N J  P A R K  R A P E  C A S E  |

Delhi University women 
students hold protest march

Fulfillment 
centre
BENGALURU: Amazon  
announced the launch of 
its first-ever fulfillment 
centre (FC) and sort centre 
(SC) in Raipur, Chhattis-
garh, ahead of the festive 
season. The new fulfill-
ment centre offers 67,000 
cubic feet of storage capac-
ity while the new sort 
centre spans over 16,000 
square feet. The launch 
of these facilities will help 
customers in Raipur and 
nearby areas get their 
Amazon packages faster 
and more reliably and 
create hundreds of local 
jobs. These facilities will 
be operated and managed 
by strategic partners who 
are leaders in the logistics 
industry. Amazon’s oper-
ations network across the 
state now consists of one 
FC, one sort centre and 30 
last-mile delivery stations. 

The Raipur launch is 
part of Amazon’s broader 
expansion of its operations 
network across India, with 
the addition of 20 new ful-
fillment centres, 6 new sort 
centres and 150 new last-
mile delivery stations. The 
expansion grows Amazon’s 
total storage capacity by 
50% to 64 million cubic feet 
– equivalent to more than 
720 Olympic-sized swim-
ming pools and expand 
total sortation area by 25% 
from 2.4 million to 3 mil-
lion square feet. In a major 
push beyond metros, all 
six sort centres and seven 
new fulfillment centres are 
launching in non-metro 
cities, including first-ever 
Amazon FCs in Raipur, 
Ranchi and Varanasi. 

FASTFACTS

z  DU students protest 
violence against 
women.

zStudents organise 
third independent 
protest.
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CHANDIGARH: The vio-
lence in Phagwara’s Lovely 
Professional University 
following allegations of 
a woman student being 
raped on campus snow-
balled into a full-scale polit-
ical controversy on Monday 
with opposition parties 
lashing out at Punjab’s rul-
ing AAP over law and order 
and blaming the police for 
laxity. The BJP also alleged 
that the violence was linked 
to Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah’s rally scheduled 
in Jalandhar on September 
30, and accused the Bhag-
want Mann government 
of sending miscreants to 
the university. Shah will 
address the rally to mark 
the culmination of the BJP’s 
‘Nasha Mukt Punjab Yatra’.

LPU students allegedly 
went on a rampage on 
the campus late Saturday, 
vandalising property and 
blocking a stretch of the 
New Delhi-Amritsar high-
way outside their campus 
over claims that a plumber 
had raped a female student 
on the university premises.

Another wave of vio-
lence erupted on Sunday 
evening after the protest-
ing students allegedly 
pelted police personnel 
with stones and attacked 
their vehicles, leaving 
several cops injured on 

Sunday, officials said. The 
situation remained peace-
ful on the LPU campus 
on Monday. BJP leader 
and former Union min-
ister Ravneet Singh Bittu 
alleged that the AAP was 
“rattled” by the support 
for the BJP’s anti-drug 

yatras and blamed the 
Mann government for 
“allowing riots” in Jaland-
har to disturb Shah’s 
scheduled rally. He said 
the government in Pun-
jab is set to change in a 
few months and officials 
will be held accountable. 

Punjab is scheduled to 
go to polls early next 
year. Bittu claimed that 
police adopted a “lax” 
approach, allowing mis-
creants to indulge in 
arson and vandalism and 
leaving police personnel 
and students injured.

LPU violence snowballs 
into political row

LPU violence exposes Punjab’s 
law-order failure

Opposition parties target AAP over Punjab police lapses.

LPU students carrying their luggage prepare to leave for their hometowns outside the university campus.

“The violence (at LPU) 
is a testament to the failed 
law and order situation 
in Punjab,” Warring said. 
Senior Akali leader and 
Bathinda MP Harsimrat 
Kaur Badal condemned 
the alleged lathicharge on 
LPU students by police. 
“Unprecedented scenes 
were witnessed at Lovely 
Professional University 
in Phagwara last night. I 
strongly condemn what 

the police claim to be a 
‘mild’ lathicharge! Because 
what can be clearly seen 
in these visuals are youth, 

especially girls, being bru-
tally hit, dragged, abused, 
pushed on ground by ‘Men 
In Khakhi’ who report 
directly to the home/chief 
minister,” she said in a post 
on X. LPU hosts children 
from around the world, 
and treating them this way 
has not only marred the 
reputation of the univer-
sity but has badly exposed 
the law and order situation 
in Punjab, she added.

HIGHLIGHT

z Akali Dal condemns 
police lathicharge on 
LPU students.

zWhat happened at 
LPU was a ‘serious law 
and order failure’.

Community intelligence

‘No one will be spared’

Press Trust Of India

BENGALURU: Truecaller 
announced the launch of 
Truecaller Scam Checker 
on the web and app, a new 
destination designed to 
help people quickly assess 
whether they may be deal-
ing with a scam and stay 
informed about the latest 
fraud trends. The intent 
is to extend Truecaller’s 
scam protection beyond 
caller identification and 
spam blocking.

The solution brings 
together multiple scam-
detection capabilities into 
a single experience, allow-
ing users to check suspi-
cious web links, search 
phone numbers, discover 
relevant scam reports, and 

better understand poten-
tial fraud attempts before 
taking action. The com-
pany also plans to expand 
Truecaller Scam Checker 
with broader coverage of 
scam techniques, screen-
shot uploads for richer 
analysis, user authentica-
tion, and additional capa-
bilities in the near future.

“People often sense that 
something is wrong, but 
they need a quick way to 
check before responding,” 
said Rishit Jhunjhunwala, 
CEO of Truecaller. “Scam 
Checker brings together 
our detection capabilities 
and what our community 
has reported so that peo-
ple can investigate a suspi-
cious link, number or story 
in one place.”

Press Trust Of India

Violence of any kind 
had no place in edu-
cational institution.

KOLKATA: West Bengal 
Higher Education Minister 
Jagannath Chattopadhyay 
on Monday said no one 
involved in the violence at 
the Satyajit Ray Film and 
Television Institute (SRFTI) 
would be spared, and an 
insult to Swami Viveka-
nanda or Bharat Mata 
would not be tolerated. 
Speaking to reporters 
after an event, Chatto-
padhyay said violence of 
any kind had no place in 
educational institutions.

A clash broke out on 
Sunday between a sec-
tion of SRFTI students 
and members of the 
Akhil Bharatiya Grahak 
Panchayat (ABGP), a con-
sumer organisation asso-
ciated with the RSS, dur-
ing a programme at the 
institute’s campus. Several 
people were injured in 
the incident, officials said. 
“Any kind of violence in an 
educational institution is 
condemnable. 

It is not desirable. But 
if, as I saw in the visuals, 
Swami Vivekananda’s pic-
ture or Bharat Mata’s pic-
ture was kicked during the 
altercation between the 
two sides, then we must 
understand that we are 
passing through a terrible 
situation,” he said. “We will 
change this culture in edu-
cational institutions. No 
Bengali student can kick 
a picture of Vivekananda. 
This culture will not be tol-
erated,” the minister said.

The police are inves-

tigating the incident, and 
no one will be spared, he 
added.

Students alleged that 
ABGP members attacked 
them after they protested 
the organisation’s pro-
gramme, while the group 
claimed that its event was 
disrupted and its mem-
bers were assaulted.



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Faith is of no avail in absence of strength; faith and strength  
are both essential to accomplish great work.”

[  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel  ]
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The turmoil at two Punjab universities offers a disturb-
ing lesson in how quickly fear can overpower facts 
in the social-media age. At Chitkara University near 

Rajpura and Lovely Professional University in Phagwara, 
rumours circulating through WhatsApp, Instagram and other 
platforms helped trigger protests that escalated into vandal-
ism, clashes and disruption. At Chitkara, claims of deaths and 
missing students spread after students noticed an ambulance 
and heard alarming stories about a girls’ hostel. The uni-
versity said the ambulance had actually brought a student 
back from hospital around 2.50 am. Authorities also said no 
student death had been reported and no names or identify-
ing details of supposedly missing students were provided. 
Medical authorities said no post-mortem involving a univer-
sity student had been conducted. Yet rumours travelled faster 
than clarification, eventually acquiring even supernatural 
dimensions. The episode demonstrates the extraordinary 
power of unverified digital content to turn anxiety into collec-
tive conviction. At LPU, the consequences were more serious. 
Students protested over allegations that a female student had 
been sexually assaulted inside a hostel. The university denied 
the allegation, while police registered an FIR and constituted 
a Special Investigation Team. The allegation remains under 
investigation, with police saying CCTV footage, forensic 
evidence and phone records will be examined. The protests 
escalated into property damage, arson and a prolonged 
blockade of NH-44. This is precisely why neither instant dis-
belief nor instant acceptance is responsible. Allegations con-
cerning sexual violence must be investigated seriously, but 
social-media claims cannot substitute for evidence. Equally, 
institutions cannot expect trust merely by issuing denials. 
There is a deeper problem. LPU had witnessed the death of 
21-year-old student Laxmi Chandra earlier in September, with 
police investigating the circumstances. Such tragedies natu-
rally create anxiety and questions among students. Univer-
sities therefore need transparent communication, accessible 
grievance systems and credible counselling mechanisms. 
Silence creates an information vacuum, and social media 
eagerly fills it. Students have every right to demand safety and 
accountability. But protest must remain grounded in verifi-
able facts. Administrations, meanwhile, must understand that 
transparency is not merely public relations; it is essential to 
maintaining trust. The lesson from Punjab is simple: where 
credible information arrives late, rumours acquire authority. 
Institutions must communicate early, police must investigate 
impartially, and students must resist forwarding claims they 
cannot verify. Truth should never have to chase a viral lie 
through a burning campus.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

PM KUSUM needs 
farmer-centric solar 
reforms urgently

Groundwater crisis: A serious 
challenge facing Indian agriculture

PM KUSUM has the potential to transform India’s 
rural energy economy, but its present design 
needs a sharper focus on farmers rather than large 

utility-scale developers. India’s solar capacity is expand-
ing rapidly, yet the economic gains are not reaching 
cultivators in equal measure. A strategic overhaul should 
place agri-photovoltaics at the centre of the scheme. 
Unlike land-exclusive ground-mounted projects, agri-
photovoltaic systems allow farmers to continue culti-
vation beneath or alongside solar panels. This protects 
productive farmland while creating an additional and 
dependable source of income, effectively turning sunlight 
into a “third crop”. To encourage 
wider adoption, the government 
should consider capital subsidies 
similar to those available under 
PM Surya Ghar. Farmer coopera-
tives and producer organisations 
should also receive Priority Sector 
Lending support so that access to 
affordable credit does not become 
a barrier. At the same time, a 
viable feed-in tariff of around Rs 4.5 per kWh could make 
decentralised solar generation financially attractive. 
India can draw lessons from the cooperative success 
of Operation Flood. A farmer-owned solar cooperative 
model could reduce the subsidy burden on power distri-
bution companies, strengthen rural micro-enterprises 
and create local employment. Most importantly, it would 
make farmers direct stakeholders and equity participants 
in India’s clean energy transition. It can also improve 
energy security across villages nationwide.
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When silence 
and rumours set 
campuses ablaze

Dr. Vijaykumar H K

technological improvements, 
but rather by realigning 
incentives, institutions, and 
practices to ecological lim-
its. First, crop diversification 
must be transformed from a 
slogan into a strategy. Paddy 
cultivation in Punjab and 
Haryana cannot continue in 
the same way as in Bengal or 
Assam; less water-intensive 
crops like maize, pulses, oil-
seeds, and horticulture must 
be promoted with similar 
market guarantees, process-
ing infrastructure, and price 
support. Without economic 
viability, diversification will 
remain only on paper. Sec-
ond, rapid expansion of irri-
gation efficiency is essential. 
The ‘Per Drop More Crop’ 
component of the Pradhan 
Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana 
(PMKSY) has promoted drip 
and sprinkler systems with 
up to 55 percent subsidy for 
small farmers, but coverage 
remains limited. Expanding 
micro-irrigation, adopting 
water-saving practices like 
direct-seeded rice and alter-
nate wetting and drying in 
paddy, and investing in laser 
land leveling can reduce 
farm-level water use by 
30–50 percent.

Third, groundwater gov-
ernance must be strength-
ened. Community manage-
ment through panchayats 
and water-user associations, 
along with participatory 
aquifer mapping and local 
water budgeting, can ensure 
accountability on extraction. 
Regulatory measures, such 
as permitting new borewells 
in over-exploited blocks and 

linking electricity connec-
tions to sustainable extraction 
criteria, should complement 
voluntary efforts. Fourth, 
subsidy reform is essential. 
Moving from flat-rate or free 
electricity to metered volu-
metric pricing, as well as tar-
geted direct benefit transfers 
to protect small farmers, can 
be equitable while preventing 
wastage. Agricultural sup-
port schemes should include 
water-use criteria to reward 
farmers who adopt water-effi-
cient crops and technologies. 
Finally, expanding recharge 
and conjunctive use is essen-
tial. Rainwater harvesting, 
check dams, recharge shafts, 
and watershed manage-
ment can enhance natural 
recharge, while developing 
canal command areas and 
promoting conjunctive use 
of surface and groundwater 
can reduce excessive depen-
dence on aquifers.

India stands at a cross-
roads: either continue 
exploiting groundwater for 
short-term yields, or adapt 
agriculture to ecological 
reality. The current path 
will deepen rural distress, 
increase inequality, and 
undermine food security. 
Diversified crops, efficient 
irrigation, improved incen-
tives, and community-led 
governance—this alternative 
path leads to sustainable agri-
cultural prosperity. Ground-
water is not just a resource, 
but a generational asset; 
how it is managed today will 
determine whether India’s 
farmlands remain fertile or 
become a relic of the past.

Behind the glitter of 
India’s agricultural 
achievements lies a 

grim reality—rapid ground-
water depletion. More than 
78 percent of the country’s 
irrigation needs depend on 
groundwater, and the agri-
cultural sector accounts for 
nearly 90 percent of ground-
water withdrawals. In agri-
cultural states like Punjab, 
Haryana, and Rajasthan, 
groundwater withdrawals 
far exceed annual recharge; 
in Punjab, the rate has 
reached 152 percent. This 
situation not only threatens 
long-term agricultural sus-
tainability but also has seri-
ous consequences, includ-
ing rural inequality, rising 
energy demand, and ecosys-
tem degradation.

The roots of this crisis lie 
in structural policies and 
incentives. Since the Green 
Revolution, the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) and 
guaranteed government pro-
curement have pushed farm-
ers toward monopolizing 
wheat and rice cultivation, 
especially in Punjab and 
Haryana. Water-intensive 
crops like rice, which are not 
suited to the local climate, 
have been cultivated exten-
sively as markets and policies 
reward them. Furthermore, 
free or heavily subsidized 
electricity for agriculture 
has reduced pumping costs 
to negligible, making the 
marginal cost of extracting 
additional groundwater zero 
for farmers and encourag-
ing indiscriminate extrac-
tion. The rapid expansion of 

tubewells and private bore-
wells, weak regulation, and 
a lack of community-level 
management have exacer-
bated this situation.

Irrigation methods also 
contribute to the problem. 
Traditional flood irrigation 
is still widespread, with 
high water wastage and low 
efficiency. Schemes to pro-
mote micro-irrigation (drip 
and sprinkler) exist, but 
high initial costs and main-
tenance concerns for small 
farmers limit adoption. 
The uncertainty of climate 
change and the vagaries of 
monsoons have made farm-
ers increasingly dependent 
on groundwater.

The consequences of this 
crisis extend far beyond 
the farm. Falling water lev-
els force farmers to install 
deeper borewells and more 
powerful pumps, increas-
ing irrigation costs and dis-
proportionately affecting 
small and marginal farm-
ers. Extracting water from 
deeper levels requires more 
energy, further tightening 
the water-energy relation-
ship. Ecologically, over-ex-
traction poses the risk of 
land subsidence, salinity 
intrusion into coastal areas, 
and long-term degradation 
of water quality. At the social 
level, water scarcity fuels 
conflict between agricul-
ture, industry, and domestic 
use, and between states with 
shared river basins. Econom-
ically, rising irrigation costs 
reduce farm profitability.

This challenge cannot be 
addressed solely through 

Dr. Satyavan Saurabh
PhD (Political Science), is 
a poet and social thinker.

Rabies remains one of the deadliest yet most preventable viral diseases, making timely treatment,  
animal vaccination and sustained public awareness essential for saving lives.

A dog bite may happen 
within moments, but 
the danger that follows 

can be severe if the risk of 
rabies is ignored. Rabies is a 
viral infection that affects the 
brain and central nervous 
system. Once clinical symp-
toms appear, the disease is 
almost always fatal. The trag-
edy is that rabies deaths are 
largely preventable when 
people recognise the danger 
early and seek proper medi-
cal care without delay.

Dogs are responsible for 
nearly 99 per cent of human 
rabies cases worldwide. This 
makes vaccination of dogs 
one of the strongest tools for 
controlling the disease. Reg-
ular and widespread vacci-

nation of both pet and stray 
dogs can dramatically reduce 
transmission and protect 
entire communities. Respon-
sible pet ownership, includ-
ing timely vaccination and 
proper supervision of ani-
mals, is equally important.

When a person is bitten, 
scratched or exposed to the 
saliva of an animal suspected 
of carrying rabies, imme-
diate action is critical. The 
wound should be washed 
thoroughly with soap and 
running water for at least 15 
minutes. This simple mea-

sure can significantly reduce 
the risk of infection. The 
injured person should then 
seek medical attention as 
quickly as possible.

Doctors may advise a 
course of anti-rabies vaccina-
tion depending on the nature 
of exposure. In serious cases, 
particularly when the bite 
is deep or the skin has been 
broken extensively, rabies 
immunoglobulin or approved 
monoclonal antibodies may 
also be required. The pre-
scribed vaccination sched-
ule must be completed fully. 

Stopping treatment midway 
can leave the person inade-
quately protected.

Rabies vaccination has 
saved millions of lives over 
the years, but prevention 
should not begin only after an 
animal bite. Public education 
is equally necessary. Children 
are especially vulnerable 
because they may play with 
unfamiliar animals or fail 
to report minor scratches. 
Schools and families should 
teach them never to tease or 
approach unknown animals 
and to immediately inform an 

adult after any bite, scratch 
or suspicious contact.

Rural communities need 
particular attention because 
access to medical facilities 
and vaccines may sometimes 
be limited. Primary health 
centres must be equipped 
with sufficient anti-rabies 
vaccines and trained person-
nel. Awareness campaigns 
should also dispel myths 
and discourage people from 
relying on home remedies 
instead of proven medical 
treatment.

World Rabies Day, 
observed on September 28, 
carried the theme “Stronger 
Together,” highlighting the 
need for coordinated action. 
Its message should not be 
confined to a single day. Gov-
ernments, doctors, veterinar-
ians, educators, local bodies 
and communities must work 
together throughout the year.

Vaccinating animals, 
washing wounds immedi-
ately, seeking timely medi-
cal care, completing the vac-
cine course and spreading 
accurate information can 
prevent needless deaths. 
Rabies is deadly, but with 
awareness, cooperation and 
prompt action, it is entirely 
preventable.

Rabies prevention demands awareness and action

Dr. KK Vepakomma
Professor & Principal 
(Retd.), Newspaper 

Columnist

Questions rise over voter revision
Draft electoral rolls published after the Special Intensive Revision report-
edly show a substantial decline in voter numbers across 17 States and Union 
Territories compared with the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. Allegations of 
irregularities during the revision process have also raised serious concerns. 
The Election Commission, government and judiciary should ensure full 
transparency and clarify the reasons behind such large-scale changes. Any 
genuine errors must be corrected promptly to protect eligible voters and 
maintain public confidence in the electoral process.

Sujit De, Kolkata

Angh carries Nagaland to Oscars
Nagaland’s Konyak-language film Angh has brought national attention 
through its remarkable international journey. The debut film of Theja Rio, 
set in a Nagaland village, won the Platform Prize at the Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival and has entered the International Feature Film cat-
egory for the 2027 Academy Awards. Such recognition highlights India’s 
extraordinary cultural diversity and the power of regional cinema. More 
films rooted in local traditions and languages should reach global audi-
ences and showcase India’s rich cultural heritage.

K. Chatterjee, Kolkata
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Congress 
protest

Stone-pelting

FEROZEPUR: Congress 
workers staged a pro-
test here on Monday 
demanding the resigna-
tion and arrest of Chief 
Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar, accus-
ing him of “subverting 
and sabotaging” democ-
racy in the country. The 
protesters also burnt 
effigies of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and 
the CEC.

Leading the protest, 
Punjab Congress chief 
Amarinder Singh Raja 
Warring alleged that 
Kumar had “subverted 
and sabotaged” the 
electoral process and 
claimed that 13.8 crore 
voters had been “sin-
gle-handedly disenfran-
chised” through dele-
tion from electoral rolls. 
Citing Bihar, West Ben-
gal, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh and Hary-
ana, he said the elec-
toral outcomes in these 
states were contrary to 
ground realities and the 
public perception.

UJJAIN: Tensions flared in 
Madhya Pradesh’s Ujjain 
city on Monday as police 
lobbed tear gas shells to 
disperse a crowd that 
hurled stones while pro-
testing the proposed dem-
olition of a portion of a 
mosque for a road-widen-
ing project, officials said.

The protest took place 
ahead of a hearing in 
Madhya Pradesh High 
Court on a petition on the 
proposed demolition of a 
portion of the Shahi Mas-
jid for a project to widen 
a key 900-metre stretch 
to ease movement of pil-
grims during the upcom-
ing Simhastha Kumbh 
2028. The road from 
Kanthal crossing to Gopal 
Mandir is being widened 
to 15 metres, and the proj-
ect involves removal or 
modification of structures 
falling within the pro-
posed alignment.

Superintendent of 
Police Pradeep Sharma 
told reporters that some 
people attempted to 
create disturbance, fol-
lowing which police 
tried to persuade them 
to cooperate and subse-
quently used mild force to  
disperse them.

Surgical strikes reflected 
Modi, Parrikar’s steely 

resolve
Lt Gen Nimbhorkar 

Former officer of  Indian Army

Seva Sankalp 
Yatra

NEW DELHI: The Seva 
Sankalp Yatra, under-
taken to mark Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
25 years in public life, 
entered its 12th day on 
Monday. BJP’s youth wing, 
the Bharatiya Janata Yuva 
Morcha (BJYM), national 
president Hemang Joshi 
said the journey is rein-
forcing the spirit of “seva” 
among the youth.

“These are not merely 
stories we hear along the 
road; they are experi-
ences that stay with every 
seva yatri. The smiles, 
struggles and aspirations 
of the people give us 
renewed energy to con-
tinue serving society,” 
Joshi said.

 He said the yatra 
reminds participants that 
“a long journey becomes 
meaningful when every 
kilometre carries the 
spirit of seva”.“After trav-
elling through villages, 
meeting beneficiaries 
and participating in ser-
vice activities, listening to 
their stories brings a deep 
sense of peace and satis-
faction,” Joshi said.

Briefs

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
Congress on Monday held protests 
across the Valley against the Chief 
Election Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar and demanded his immedi-
ate resignation. 
The protest was part of the party’s 
nationwide protest programme 
against Kumar.

The Congress held protests at dis-
trict headquarters, with the party’s 
Rajya Sabha MP Pawan Khera lead-
ing a demonstration at the Pradesh 
Congress Committee headquarters 
here. Khera led the protest by Con-
gress activists against Kumar. 

However, police did not allow 
the protesters to move out of the 
party office complex. Speaking to 
reporters, Khera said the party has 
held protests in every district of 
the country because “elections are  
being stolen”.

JAMMU:  Jammu and Kashmir 
Pradesh Congress Committee Work-
ing President and former Deputy 
Chief Minister Tara Chand on Mon-
day called for greater transparency 
in the electoral process, saying 
democracy cannot run on doubts 
and the Election Commission must 
address every legitimate concern.

Addressing a public meeting 
in Khour Assembly constituency, 
Chand said free and fair elections 
are the foundation of democracy, 
and every genuine concern raised 
by political parties, candidates, or 
citizens should be addressed trans-
parently and in accordance with law. 
“Democracy cannot run on doubts. 
The Election Commission must 
come clean and answer every legit-
imate question. Public confidence in 
the electoral process must be pro-
tected,” he said.

Congress holds protests 
against CEC, demands 
resignation

Democracy cannot run 
on doubts,says J&K Cong 
Working President

MUMBAI: Fertility depends on sev-
eral reproductive factors that are not 
always reflected in a person’s gen-
eral health. According to Dr Namita 
Chandra Verma, Fertility Specialist, 
Birla Fertility &amp; IVF, Raipur, a 
woman may have regular periods, 
maintain a healthy weight, exercise 
regularly and have no known medi-
cal condition, yet still have concerns 
related to ovarian reserve, ovula-
tion, the fallopian tubes, uterus or 
egg quality. 

Similarly, a man may feel com-
pletely healthy and have no sexual 
health concerns, while sperm count, 
movement or shape may still affect 
the chances of conception. This is 
why feeling healthy should not be 
considered the same as knowing 
that fertility is unaffected.
Lifestyle certainly matters. A bal-
anced diet, regular physical activity, 
adequate sleep, avoiding smoking 
and maintaining a healthy weight 
can support reproductive health. 
But these factors cannot reveal 
every underlying concern. Age, 

for instance, 
remains an 
i m p o r t a n t 
influence on
female fertil-
ity even when 
s o m e o n e 
feels fit and 
well. Condi-
tions such as 
endometriosis or tubal problems 
may also exist without obvious 
symptoms. What should couples 
consider? If you are planning a preg-
nancy, it is useful to look beyond 
overall wellness. Consider whether 
your menstrual cycles are regu-
lar, whether you have a history of 
PMOS, endometriosis, pelvic infec-
tions or surgery, and whether there 
have been previous concerns about 
ovarian reserve.

Male fertility should be consid-
ered at the same time. A semen anal-
ysis can provide information about 
sperm parameters that cannot be 
assessed through appearance, fit-
ness levels or symptoms alone.

BEYOND WELLNESS
Feeling healthy should not be considered the 
same as knowing that fertility is unaffected

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme 
Court on Monday asked 
the Centre to exam-
ine whether a statutory 
framework can be put 
in place for social media 
intermediaries to ensure 
that they and other dig-
ital platforms comply 
with Indian laws govern-
ing minors, including 
the legal bar on children 
below 18 independently 
entering into contracts.

On September 10, a 
bench comprising Chief 
Justice Surya Kant and 
justices Joymalya Bagchi 
and V Mohana had taken 
note of submissions 
made by senior advocate 
H S Phoolka, appear-
ing for petitioner NGO 

‘Just Rights for Children 
Alliance’, and sought 
responses on the plea 
from the Union ministries 
of electronics and infor-
mation technology, as 
well as law and justice.

“We need some safe-
guards in India,” the 
bench had said.

The plea seeks safe-
guards for minors access-

ing social media, and to 
ensure no such platform 
enters into a contract 
with a child below 18 
years of age.

“Something can be 
done, something should 
be done and will be done. 
We have to come back…” 
Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, appearing for the 
Centre, told the bench on 

Monday.
Phoolka submitted 

that contracts entered 
into by minors are void 
under existing Indian 
law, and argued that plat-
forms should be subject 
to enforceable obliga-
tions rather than merely 
voluntary guidelines.

Justice Bagchi said 
the requirement should 
not remain confined to a 
guideline and asked the 
solicitor general to exam-

‘Review statutory 
safeguards for minors’ 

The plea seeks safeguards for minors accessing social media, and to 
ensure no such platform enters into a contract with a child below 18 years.

HIGHLIGHT

z We need some 
safeguards in India: 
Court.

zCourt seek 
statutory backing for 
requirement.
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ECoR tightens cleanliness 
monitoring measures
Press Trust Of India

ECoR building 
cleaner, healthier 
and sustainable rail-
way environments.

BHUBANESWAR: East 
Coast Railway has further 
strengthened its cleanli-
ness initiatives through 
intensified monitoring 
and enforcement across 
its railway premises, rein-
forcing its commitment 
towards creating cleaner, 
healthier and more sus-
tainable railway environ-
ments.

As part of the contin-
ued cleanliness drive and 
in line with the objectives 
of Swachhata Hi Seva 
2026, ECoR recorded 
3,028 cases and collected 
Rs 5.89 lakh in fines dur-
ing August 2026 for activ-
ities affecting cleanliness 
at railway premises. The 

figures are higher than 
those recorded in July 
2026, when 2,302 cases 
were booked and Rs 4.41 
lakh was collected. The 
increase reflects enhanced 
vigilance and more inten-
sive enforcement by ECoR 
to promote responsible 

behaviour among pas-
sengers and other stake-
holders. Regular monitor-
ing is being undertaken 
to discourage littering 
and other activities that 
adversely affect the clean-
liness of railway stations 
and premises. According 

to the monthly report, 
the Commercial Depart-
ment recorded 636 cases 
and collected Rs 1.27 lakh, 
while the Railway Protec-
tion Force (RPF) recorded 
2,392 cases and collected 
Rs 4.625 lakh across 
Khurda Road, Rayagada 
and Sambalpur Divisions 
during August 2026.

FACTFILE

z ECoR recorded 3,028 
cases and collected Rs 
5.89 lakh in fines. 

PROTEST ELECTORAL TRUST
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Aamir Khan is set to return to Japa-
nese cinemas with Sitaare Zameen 
Par, nearly nine years after Dangal 
released in Japan. The film is sched-
uled to hit Japanese theatres in spring 
2027, with distributor Geek Pictures 
making the announcement. Directed 
by RS Prasanna, the film follows 
Gulshan Arora, played by Aamir, a 
hot-headed basketball coach who is 
tasked with training adults with intel-
lectual disabilities. What begins as a 
punishment becomes a journey of 
acceptance, growth and inclusion. 
The film also stars Genelia Deshmukh 
and several newcomers. Sitaare 
Zameen Par is a spiritual sequel to 
Taare Zameen Par.

Kareena Kapoor Khan recently channelled 
veteran actor Jeetendra’s iconic all-white style 
for the new season of her talk show What 
Women Want. The actor shared pictures from 
her latest shoot, dressed in a crisp, slightly 
sheer white shirt paired with tailored trou-
sers. Black detailing on the collar, a sleek belt 
and gold accessories added contrast to the 
monochrome look. Kareena completed the 
outfit with nude pointed-toe heels, a slicked-
back bun and minimal, dewy makeup.

Bollywood

Sitaare Zameen Par to 
release in Japan  

Fashion

Kareena channels Jeetendra 
in all-white look

@aslisona

Sonakshi Sinha wears 
Saree after her wedding
Sonakshi Sinha recently shared her 
joy over wearing a saree after a long 
gap, revealing that her last saree 
appearance was on her wedding 
day. The red saree was gifted by 
Huma Qureshi.

@kartikaaryan

Kartik celebrates National 
Award win with team
Kartik Aaryan celebrated his 
National Award win with the Captain 
India team during the film’s London 
shoot. He was honoured Best Actor 
for Chandu Champion at the 72nd 
National Film Awards.

Anil Kapoor recently opened up about 
his long-lasting marriage with Sunita 
Kapoor, revealing the one condition 
she had before they tied the knot. 
While hosting India Ke Top 1 Percent, 
Anil recalled that Sunita had made it 
clear she would marry him only if she 
never had to enter the kitchen. He 

said the condition motivated him to 
work harder and become successful 
enough to ensure she would not have 
to take on the responsibility. Anil and 
Sunita married in 1984 after dating 
for nearly 11 years. The couple, who 
first met through a prank call, have 
now spent over five decades together.

“When I first came 
to Mumbai for a show, 
though I didn’t get 
selected, I used to stand 
outside his bungalow, 
right in front of Man-
nat,” Rao recalled. 

Bachchan also shared 
his experience of work-
ing with Shah Rukh, 
praising his determina-
tion and ability to boost 
the confidence of people 

around him. Meanwhile, 
Rao is preparing for the 
release of Prahaar: The 
Untold Story of Ujjwal 
Nikam, directed by Avi-
nash Arun. 

The courtroom 
drama focuses on Nik-
am’s notable legal bat-
tles, including the pros-
ecution of Ajmal Kasab 
following the 26/11 Mum-
bai attacks. 

The bollywood hot pair
Anil reveals Sunita’s one 

marriage condition

“Don’t allow people to box you, you can 
convert it to bigger milestones. And I was 
at a point where people were trying to box 
me as that girl that only does a song in a 

movie. But I worked hard to finance my own 
independent music career so that I can also 

become an international singer.”
Nora Fatehi

Web Series

The Royals season  
2 gets new director
The Royals Season 2 has reportedly 
undergone a directorial change just 
days after filming began in Jaisalmer, 
Rajasthan. According to a Variety India 
report, director Jasmeet K Reen has alleg-
edly exited the Ishaan Khatter and Nora 
Fatehi-starrer after three days of shoot-
ing, reportedly following creative dif-
ferences with producer Rangita Nandy. 
Mitakshara Kumar has stepped in to take 
over the directorial duties. The reported 
change has not affected the shooting 
schedule, with production continuing as 
planned. Kumar has previously assisted 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali on films including 
Bajirao Mastaani, Padmaavat and Gan-
gubai Kathiawadi, besides directing epi-
sodes of Heeramandi.

Parvathy credits 
Hrithik for Storm

Parvathy Thiruvothu 
discusses playing 

chaotic Subbu in OTT 
series Storm, credit-
ing producer Hrithik 
Roshan’s acting expe-

rience for helping 
her understand the 

character. The Mum-
bai-set series follows 

five women caught in a 
deadly housing scam.

Roadies Rebirth 
to stream  

twice a week 
Roadies Rebirth will 

stream on Netflix and 
JioHotstar from October 
16. The new season, fea-
turing Rannvijay Singha 

as host, will release every 
Friday and Saturday at 7 

PM across both plat-
forms.

Vir Das scores 
third Emmy 
nomination     

Vir Das has earned 
his third International 

Emmy nomination for his 
Netflix comedy special 

Fool Volume. Nominated 
in the Comedy category, 

the special will com-
pete alongside Division 
Palermo Season 2, Man 
vs Baby and Old Dog, 

New Tricks.

Samay mocks Pati 
Patni Aur Woh  
Samay Raina recently 

joked about Ayushmann 
Khurrana’s Pati Patni 

Aur Woh Do on India’s 
Got Latent. He quipped 
that the two people who 

watched the film with 
him also wanted a refund, 

leaving everyone  
laughing.

|  HOLLYWOOD | 

Melissa Barrera opens to 
possibility to ‘Scream’ return

Central Chronicle News

Rajkummar Rao 
recalls his Big B & 
SRK admiration.

R ajkummar Rao 
recently opened up 
about his early days 

in Mumbai and the stars 
who inspired him. The 
actor recalled how he 
once stood outside Shah 
Rukh Khan’s bungalow, 
Mannat, hoping to catch 
a glimpse of his idol. 
Rao shared the anecdote 
while appearing on Kaun 
Banega Crorepati 18 with 
his Prahaar: The Untold 
Story of Ujjwal Nikam 
co-star Wamiqa Gabbi 
and Special Public Pros-
ecutor Ujjwal Nikam. 
Hosted by Amitabh Bach-
chan, the episode saw 
them discuss their jour-
neys and Delhi connec-
tions. Recalling his early 
inspiration, Rao said he 
had decided at a young 
age that he wanted to 
become an actor. He also 
mentioned that there 
was a poster of Amitabh 
Bachchan in his moth-
er’s room, adding that 
the veteran had always 
been a major inspiration 
for his career. Rao then 
spoke about Shah Rukh 
Khan’s journey from 
Delhi to becoming one 
of Bollywood’s biggest 
stars. He said he was 
deeply inspired by Shah 
Rukh’s beginnings in the-
atre and television before 
making it big in films. 

Central Chronicle News

M elissa Barrera 
has opened up 
about the pos-

sibility of returning to 
the Scream franchise, 
saying she would con-
sider reprising her role 
as Sam Carpenter if the 
series were to move to 
a different rights holder. 
Barrera, who starred 
in Scream and Scream 
VI, discussed her future 
with the franchise during 
an interview with Just-
Watch. The actor made 
it clear that she does 
not want to work with 
Spyglass Media Group, 
which currently holds 
the rights to the series. 

Barrera was fired from 
Scream 7 in November 

2023 following social 
media posts concern-
ing the Israel-Hamas 
conflict. Spyglass said 
her posts crossed into 
antisemitism and hate 
speech. Barrera has dis-
puted that characteriza-
tion and said the com-
pany never apologised 

to her. “I love the fran-
chise. I had an amaz-
ing time making those 
movies,” Barrera said, 
while explaining that 
the controversy and dif-
ficulties she faced after-
ward were connected 
to how the company’s 
leadership publicly 
characterized her. The 
actor also said that even 
an apology would not be 
enough for her to return 
to work with the current 
leadership. However, 
she suggested that she 
could be interested if 
the franchise eventu-
ally moved to another  
company. 

Rajkummar is 
preparing for the 
release of Prahaar.

The actor reveals standing outside  
Mannat while chasing his acting dreams.

HIGHLIGHT

z Melissa Barrera 
remains open to 
‘Scream’ return, but 
only under different 
franchise leadership.
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&Glitters

Melissa could return as Sam.

Karan Wahi says 
no to Bigg Boss   

Karan Wahi has denied 
reports of entering Bigg 

Boss 20 as a wildcard 
contestant. The actor 
clarified that his UNO 
post sparked unneces-

sary speculation, adding 
that he is not joining 
Salman Khan’s reality 

show this year.
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World Heart Day

A head of World 
Heart Day (Sep-
tember 29, 2026), 

MMI Narayana Hospi-
tal, Raipur, has shared 
some suggestions for 
city residents to help 
keep their hearts safe. 
The city is also moving 
towards cleaner air.

Pollution and the 
Heart: What is the 

Connection?
PM 2.5—ultra-fine 

particles present in 
the air—enter the 
bloodstream through 
the lungs via inhala-
tion and cause inflam-
mation in the body. 
Prolonged expo-
sure leads to plaque 
buildup in the arter-
ies and increases the 
risk of heart attacks. 
This information is 
not intended to cause 
alarm, but rather to 
encourage awareness 
and proactive preven-
tive measures.

A City Moving in 
the Right Direction

In recent times, Rai-
pur has made signifi-

cant progress through 
better control of 
industrial emissions 
and measures to curb 
vehicular pollution. 
The city’s Air Quality 
Index (AQI) generally 
hovers between 71 and 
125, indicating a mod-
erate level. It occasion-
ally rises above this 
range, requiring extra 
caution. This is good 
news not only for lung 
health but for heart 
health as well. By com-
bining this improve-

ment with small pre-
cautionary measures, 
we can adopt a simple 
and straightforward 
formula for the years 
ahead.

This World Heart 
Day, MMI Narayana 
Hospital, Raipur, 
applauds the city’s 
progress and encour-
ages the adoption 
of simple, everyday 
habits that keep the 
heart healthy, fit, 
and ready for the day 
ahead.

�

Healthy Commute, Healthy Heart
Citizens Can Adopt These Small Changes This World Heart Day

                  Dr. Kinjal Bakshi                                                    Dr. Snehil Goswami                                                 Dr. Waseem Khan                                                            Dr. Hari Kumar P.K.                                              Dr. Sumant Shekhar Padhi 	                       
   This year World 

Heart Day with 
theme of “Eevery 

beats matter 
protect your heart” 

z Very important key 
notes  

1.  Prevent the Risk 

2.  Prepared for  
emergency 

3. Dont delay the 
respond

Dr Akshat Jain 
Consultant Interventional Cardiologist,  

ITSA Hospital, Raipur

H eart problems 
are creeping 
younger, making 

cardiac health an ear-
lier concern.For years, 
heart attacks were 
considered a problem 
of ageing. Today, that 
assumption is becom-
ing harder to hold. Dr 
Akshat Jain, Consultant 
Interventional Cardi-
ologist at ITSA Hospi-
tal, has over 11 years of 
experience in cardiac 
care, with expertise in 

angioplasty, high-risk 
coronary interventions, 
pacemakers, valvu-
loplasty and heart fail-
ure management. His 
experience in emer-
gency and preventive 
cardiology offers a closer 
look at why younger 
hearts are increasingly 
vulnerable. According 
to Dr Jain, the shift is 
closely linked to modern 
lifestyles. Dr Jain also 
pointed out that the sud-
den collapses reported 

while dancing or during 
intense gym workouts 
are not automatically 
heart attacks. In some 
cases, intense exertion 
can trigger an event in 
someone with an unde-
tected heart condition, 
existing blockage or an 
underlying genetic dis-
order such as Hypertro-
phic Cardiomyopathy. 
This makes understand-
ing individual risk more 
important than simply 
blaming exercise.

Young  
hearts  

are at risk

Dr. Nikhil Motiramani 
Cardiologist, Raipur

‘Golden hour’  
is very crucial
H e art problems do not always 

arrive with dramatic warn-
ing signs. Sometimes, they 

begin with symptoms that can easily 
be mistaken for acidity, tiredness or 
everyday discomfort. Dr. Nikhil Motir-
amani, a cardiologist with extensive 
experience in cardiac care, stresses 
the importance of recognising these 
signals and seeking timely medical 
attention. If a heart attack is sus-
pected, every minute matters. During 
the critical “Golden Hour”, prompt 
treatment can help limit heart mus-
cle damage. Dr. Motiramani advises 
chewing 300 mg of aspirin after emer-
gency services are activated, provided 
there is no aspirin allergy or medical 
contraindication. However, aspirin 
should never delay emergency care. 
Reaching a medical facility quickly 
for a professional 12-lead ECG is 
essential. Dr. Motiramani’s message 
for World Heart Day is simple: “Don’t 

miss a beat.” Paying attention to 
unusual changes in the body, getting 
appropriate health checks and acting 
quickly when warning signs appear 
can help protect both heart health and  
quality of life.

DM Cardiologist, Aarogy Hospital, 
Shankar Nagar, Raipur

A broken heart is not always just an expression. In 
some cases, intense emotional or physical stress can 
temporarily affect the heart itself. Known as Broken 
Heart Syndrome or Takotsubo Cardiomyopathy, the 
condition can suddenly weaken the heart muscle and 
reduce its ability to pump blood effectively. 

What makes it particularly concerning is how closely 
it can mimic a heart attack. The condition is often 
linked to a sudden surge of stress hormones such as 
adrenaline. 

Severe grief, fear, shock, illness or intense physical 
stress can act as triggers. 
Although heart function often improves with 
treatment, complications can occur during the acute 
phase. 

Dr Chirag Agarwal, DM Cardiologist, Aarogy Hospital, 
Shankar Nagar, Raipur, stresses the importance of 
maintaining both physical and emotional well-being: 
“You need a healthy mind and a healthy body to 
function well. Quit smoking, control your diabetes, 
and adopt a healthy lifestyle.”

Interventional Cardiologist, 

Narayana Health, Raipur

Heart health depends on everyday habits, regular screening and timely action during emergencies. 
On World Heart Day, Dr. Sunil Gouniyal, Interventional Cardiologist, Narayana Health, Raipur, 
highlights the importance of prevention and awareness.
Regular exercise, adequate sleep, limiting prolonged sitting and maintaining a balanced diet 
rich in vegetables, fruits and protein can help protect heart health. Avoiding tobacco, managing 
stress, staying hydrated and maintaining a healthy weight and waist circumference are equally 
important.
Diabetes, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, smoking, inactivity and chronic stress are major 
cardiac risk factors. Persistent chest pressure, pain spreading to the arm or jaw, breathlessness, 
dizziness or fainting require immediate medical attention. Stop activity, rest and seek emergency 
care without delay. If appropriate and not contraindicated, chewing about 300 mg aspirin may 
be advised.

Salute to the human heart, which beats about 2.5 billion 
times over the average lifetime pushing millions of gallons 
of blood to every part of the body. But what if it, denies 
working steadily? The answer is a slow disconnected 
heart. Read below excerpts by heart experts and their 
advice towards heart health.

   Dr Sourav Chaturvedi
Interventional 
Cardiologist

VY Hospital Raipur

Daily habits for a healthy heart
A few simple changes can have a significant impact on your health:
*	 Check your city’s AQI before heading out. When the weather is favorable, try to go 
for a walk or work out outdoors.
*	 If your schedule allows, travel during off-peak hours to avoid crowds; this can 
make your commute much more comfortable.
*	 Keep car windows closed and the AC on ‘recirculate’ mode during heavy traffic. 
*	 Two-wheeler riders and pedestrians can wear N95 or similar masks when the AQI 
levels warrant it; it is not necessary on days with good air quality.
*	 Take a short five-to-ten-minute walk or do some stretching after sitting in a car 
for an extended period. This helps mitigate the effects of prolonged sitting.
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
Prasidh Krishna’s 10-0-

60-2 spell naturally failed 
to attract a deeper analy-
sis after Virat Kohli, Shub-
man Gill and Kuldeep 
Yadav ripped the West 
Indies with magical acts, 
fashioning India’s eight-
wicket stroll in the first 
ODI.

But Prasidh’s effort 
against the Caribbeans 
here on Sunday gave 

enough indications of 
a bowler who is willing 
to bend his back for the 
team even in oppressive 
conditions.

“Hard lengths is some-
thing that I’ve been doing 
all my life. I was slightly 
on the shorter side and 
we have been working 
for quite some time now. 
When you come in, know-
ing what exactly has to 
be done, there is clarity 
within the team, there 
is clarity inside me as to 

what I do when I come in,” 
Prasidh said in the post-
match press conference.

True to his strength, 
the pacer produced two 
accurate back of the 
length deliveries to get rid 
of Keacy Carty and Ros-
ton Chase to impede the 
tourists further amidst 
Kuldeep’s strikes.

“There is enough com-
munication going on. So, 
all of those things accu-
mulate and help me bowl 
well,” he added.
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Higher ICC rank-
ing sends defending 
champions India 
through after rain-hit 
quarter-final washout.

NAGOYA:  India’s men’s 
cricket team secured a 
place in the Asian Games 
semi-final without taking 
the field after persistent 
rain forced the abandon-
ment of their quarter-
final against Afghanistan 
here on Monday.

The defending 
champions progressed 
because of their superior 
ICC T20I ranking. India 
are currently ranked 
No.1 in the world, while 
Afghanistan occupy 10th 
place. Tournament regu-
lations allowed the high-
er-ranked side to move 
ahead when the knock-
out match could not be 
played.

India will now face 
the winner of Tuesday’s 
quarter-final between 
Nepal and Sri Lanka. 
If that match is also 
washed out, Sri Lanka 
will advance because 
of their higher interna-
tional ranking and meet 
India in the last four.

Nagoya has witnessed 
frequent rainfall over the 
past few days, severely 
affecting the cricket 
schedule. Conditions on 
Monday left little possi-
bility of even a shortened 
contest, forcing officials 
to call off the match.

India leg-spinner 
Ravi Bishnoi said the 

team was disappointed 
at missing an oppor-
tunity to compete but 
hoped conditions would 
improve for the remain-
ing matches.

“Hopefully, in the 
upcoming games, we will 
get the opportunity to 
play some good cricket 
and show our game to 
the people in Japan,” 
Bishnoi said after the 
cancellation.

Weather also dis-
rupted the first quarter-

final between Pakistan 
and Hong Kong. That 
match was abandoned as 
well, allowing Pakistan 
to progress because of 
their better ICC ranking.

India are being cap-
tained by Shreyas Iyer 
at the Games, while 
VVS Laxman is han-
dling coaching respon-
sibilities. Regular head 
coach Gautam Gambhir 
is currently with India’s 
ODI squad for the home 
series against the West 

Indies.
The Asian Games 

squad includes several 
prominent players, led 
by pace spearhead Jas-
prit Bumrah, along with 
promising 15-year-old 
batter Vaibhav Soorya-
vanshi.

Bishnoi said the mul-
ti-sport environment 
had given the players 
a different experience 
compared with bilateral 
series and World Cups. 
He added that the squad 

hoped to watch some 
other sporting events 
during its free time.

“The Asian Games 
are definitely a differ-
ent experience. You get 
to see different sports 
and experience them as 
well,” he said.

India will now focus 
on preparations for the 
semi-final as they con-
tinue their bid to suc-
cessfully defend the 
Asian Games cricket gold 
medal.

Ankita-Rutuja 
pair bow out; 
rain pushes 
Nagal’s match 
to Tuesday

NAGOYA:   India’s wom-
en’s doubles campaign 
in tennis at the Asian 
Games came to an early 
end after Ankita Raina 
and Rutuja Bhosale suf-
fered a hard-fought first-
round defeat against 
Kazakhstan’s Yulia 
Putintseva and Anna 
Danilina here on Mon-
day. The Indian pair 
lost 7-5 3-6 5-10 to the 
Kazakh duo in a con-
test that went down 
to the deciding match 
tie-break. In men’s sin-
gles, India’s Sumit Nagal 
was locked at 3-2 in 
the opening set against 
South Korea’s Hong 
Seongchan when rain 
brought the match to 
a halt. The match will 
resume on Tuesday. 
Nagal had lost both his 
singles to Korean play-
ers at the recent Davis 
Cup tie in Seoul.

| INDIA-WINDIES CRICKET SERIES |

Prasidh Krishna: Maturing fast into main act from sidekick
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Sindhu vows to return 
stronger after heart-
breaking Asian Games 
quarterfinal defeat.

NAGOYA: PV Sindhu is 
“hurting” after an agonis-
ing Asian Games exit but 
the pain has only rein-
forced her desire to achieve 
more, with the two-time 
Olympic medallist prom-
ising to work on the short-
comings and insisting that 
“one painful result cannot 
define a journey that means 
so much”.

Sindhu’s campaign 
ended in a quarterfinal 
defeat against Chen Yufei 
of China after she came 
within three points of clos-
ing out the match on Sun-
day. Sindhu lost to Chen 
21–11, 18–21, 10–21.

“I needed a little time 
to put this into words. My 
Asian Games campaign 

is over, and I’m hurting. 
Three points from closing 
out that quarterfinal. I keep 
coming back to those three 
points,” Sindhu wrote on 
X..

The 31-year-old 
acknowledged that long, 
demanding rallies at cru-
cial moments once again 
proved decisive, much like 
they did during her recent 
campaign in China.

“I had my chance. Let-

ting it slip hurts,” she said.
But rather than allow-

ing the disappointment 
to define her campaign, 
Sindhu has already turned 
her attention towards 
addressing the issues that 
surfaced under pressure.

“My team and I are 
already working on closing 
out those moments. We will 
fix it,” she said.

From making her debut 
at the 2014 edition to 

returning for her fourth 
Games 12 years later, the 
Indian star said there was 
also reason to take pride in 
the journey she has made 
while representing the 
country. “There’s room for 
pride, too. From my first 
Asian Games in 2014 to my 
fourth now, twelve years 
of giving everything for 
India. I want to let myself 
feel that. One painful result 
cannot define a journey 
that means so much,” she 
wrote.

| S I N D H U  S T A Y S  D E T E R M I N E D |
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Standing on the podium 
with a medal around your 
neck gives representing 

India at the Asian Games a 
truly special feeling.

Ravi Bishnoi  
Indian leg-spinner 
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ZVEREV SEALS TRIUMPH

Zverev seals Laver Cup triumph after 
landmark Grand Slam year

LONDON: Alexander Zverev capped a 
remarkable season by clinching the 
decisive points that secured the Laver 
Cup for Team Europe on Sunday. The 
German defeated Learner Tien 7-6 
(3), 6-3, giving Europe an unassailable 
13-5 lead over Team World. Zverev, 
who won the French Open and U.S. 
Open earlier this year, has now fea-
tured in all six of Europe’s Laver Cup 

victories. He also holds the record for 
most singles wins in the competition 
with eight. Earlier, Flavio Cobolli and 
Jakub Mensik strengthened Europe’s 
position by beating Alex de Minaur 
and Taylor Fritz 7-5, 6-3 in doubles. 
Zverev said team victories remain 
special in an individual sport like ten-
nis and praised Europe’s strong team 
chemistry. PTI

One painful result cannot define a 
journey that means so much: Sindhu

Rain sends top-ranked India into 
Asian Games cricket semi-final
India advanced to the Asian Games men’s cricket semi-final without playing as rain 

washed out their quarter-final against Afghanistan in Nagoya on Monday.

JOHANNESBURG:  David Miller and 
Temba Bavuma struck centuries as South 
Africa defeated Australia by 32 runs in 
the second ODI to seal the series. Miller 
hammered 142 off 93 balls, while Bavuma 
made 103 as South Africa posted 365 
for nine. Jack Edwards took five wickets 
for Australia. Mitchell Marsh and Travis 
Head gave Australia a strong start with 84 

each, adding 130 for the opening wicket. 
However, the visitors again struggled 
against spin in the middle overs. Keshav 
Maharaj claimed two wickets as Australia 
were dismissed for 333 in the final over. 
The victory gave South Africa an unbeat-
able lead, extending Australia’s wait for 
a bilateral ODI series win against them 
since 2014. PTI

PROTEAS SEAL SERIES

Miller Bavuma centuries seal South 
Africa series win over Australia

FITZPATRICK CLAIMS CROWN

GILL BACKS DEPTH

PARIS:   England’s Matt Fitzpatrick 
claimed his fourth title of the year 
after completing a commanding three-
stroke victory at the French Open on 
Sunday. Fitzpatrick carded a final-
round one-under 70 to finish the tour-
nament at 20-under. Spain’s Ángel 
Hidalgo produced a 67 to finish second, 
three shots behind the champion. The 
Englishman admitted he did not have 
his best game early in the round but 
stayed patient before producing deci-
sive shots and putts down the stretch. 
The victory continued an impressive 
season for Fitzpatrick, who has also 
won the Valspar Championship, RBC 
Heritage and Zurich Classic alongside 
younger brother Alex. Frenchman 
Tom Vaillant finished joint-third after 
shooting 70. Hidalgo’s runner-up finish 
also secured him a place at next year’s 
British Open at St Andrews. PTI

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: India captain 
Shubman Gill said the team would 
continue using an eighth batting 
option in ODIs while experimenting 
with combinations ahead. Gill said 
the lower-order position remains 
important because India have pre-
viously failed to maximise strong 
starts after reaching promising posi-
tions around 250 for five. He added 
that a batter capable of contributing 
25 to 30 runs at No.8 could prove 
crucial. Gill also praised Virat Kohli 
for batting with freedom after his 
record-extending 55th ODI century 
and lauded Kuldeep Yadav for turn-
ing the match with four wickets.
Kuldeep’s 4/40 helped India restrict 
West Indies after a strong opening 
stand, while Gill admitted he was 
disappointed not to finish the chase 
himself. PTI

Fitzpatrick cruises to French Open 
crown for fourth season title

India would continue with eighth batting 
option in ODIs, says Shubman Gill

Hard lengths is 
something that I’ve 
been doing all my 
life. I was slightly 

on the shorter side 
and we have been 
working for quite 
some time now. 

Prasidh Krishna 
India fast Bowler

HIGHLIGHT

z  Sindhu says one painful 
loss cannot define her 
remarkable sporting 
journey.

z Gruelling schedule 
and missed 
chances intensified 
disappointment after 
quarterfinal exit Sunday.
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India bags six medals 
in athletics surge

NAGOYA: Gulveer Singh 
won his second silver of 
the ongoing Asian Games, 
while long jumper Murali 
Sreeshankar and javelin 
thrower Yashvir Singh 
also finished second in 
their respective events, 
capping India’s six-medal 
haul on the penultimate 
day of the athletics com-
petition on Monday.

Vithya Ramraj 
clinched a bronze in the 
400m hurdles, adding to 
her medal of same colour 
from the last edition, and 
shattering the legendary 
PT Usha’s 42-year-old 
national record in the 
process.

Rohit Yadav won his 
first major medal with 
a bronze in India’s 2-3 
finish in the men’s jave-
lin thrown event. Parul 
Chaudhary, however, 
could not defend her 
gold in the women’s 
5000m event, settling for 
a bronze at the Mizuho 
Park Athletic Stadium, 
which was soaked with 
rain for the third day on 
the trot.

It was a record medal 
haul day for India, but 
the wait for gold contin-
ues with just a day left in 
the competition.

Misfortune struck 
Sreeshankar, who had 
also won a silver in the 
last edition, as he hurt his 
ankle in his fourth jump 
and did not take the last 
two attempts. His second 
round jump of 8.07m 
was, however, enough 
for him to win silver.

Shi Yuhao of China 
won the gold with a jump 
of 8.17m while Uzbeki-
stan’s Anvar Anvarov 
claimed the bronze with 
an effort of 8.06m.

Gulveer, meanwhile, 
kept on adding medals in 
his cabinet with a silver 
in the men’s 1500m with 
a personal best effort of 
3:36.72. He had already 
won a silver in the 
10,000m in the ongoing 
edition.

Kazuto Iizawa 
(3:36.35) of Japan won 
gold while compatriot 

Nagiya Mori won the 
bronze with an effort of 
3:37.92.

“This is a very impor-
tant medal in my career. 
I have no problem in 
running as many events 
and want to win med-
als in them. I could not 
maintain my final kick 
speed till the end as I am 
normally a long distance 
runner, running mainly 
5000m and 1000m,” the 
28-year-old from Uttar 
Pradesh said.

India won two medals 
in the men’s javelin event 
through Yasvir (85.72m) 
and Rohit (84.35m), 
strengthening the coun-
try’s deep reserve in 
the event, though the 
gold expectedly went 
to Rumesh Pathirage 
(88.55m) of Sri Lanka, 
who has been almost 
unbeaten this season.

“It was difficult in the 
weather conditions (wet 
run up and incessant 
drizzling). I could not get 

proper grip, it was a little 
slippery. There is fear of 
getting injured,” Yashvir, 
who produced his per-
sonal best, said later.

“But I was able to 
bring out my personal 
best, so I am happy,” said 
Yashvir who was brought 
in as replacement for 

superstar Neeraj Chopra 
who pulled out due to 
injury.

The Indian athletics 
contingent have so far 
won 19 medals at the 
ongoing Games.

Yashvir led at the end 
of the second round 
with his first attempt of 
83.56m but Rohit over-
took him in the third 
round with 84.35m. At 
that point, Pathirage 
was third with Rohit and 
Yashvir first and second 
respectively.

The Sri Lankan Dia-
mond League champion, 
who had recorded three 
90m-plus throws this 
season, then sent his 
spear to 88.33m in his 
fourth attempt to take 
the lead and increased it 
to 88.55m in his final try, 
which sealed the issue.

Reigning Olym-
pic champion Arshad 
Nadeem of Pakistan 
produced a season-best 
effort of 80.29m to finish 
fourth.

In the women’s 400m 
hurdles, Vithya clocked 
54.75 seconds to break 
a more than four-dec-
ade-old earlier national 
record of 55.42 second 
which has been in the 
name of the legendary 

Usha -- set during the 
1984 Olympics -- and win 
a second medal at the 
ongoing Asian Games. 
She was a part of the 
silver-winning 4x400m 
mixed relay team.

The 28-year-old from 
Coimbatore finished 
behind UAE’s Mariam 

Kareem, who won gold 
with a Games record 
54.31 seconds, and 
Kazakhstan’s Adelina 
Zems, who took silver 
with a personal best of 
54.58 seconds.

Usha is currently 
heading the Indian Olym-
pic Association and she 
was in attendance at the 
stadium.

“Medal is in our 
hands, but time is not. 
This race will not come 
tomorrow or yesterday. 
Today is our day, so I was 
going for the timing, not 
the medal,” Ramraj said 
after the race.

“My coach said we 
would go 54 seconds. I 
did it, and I am so happy. 
The timing was so good, 
so I am very happy.

“Everyone has been 
asking me because I had 
not gone under 55 sec-
onds for three years. 
My coach Nehpal Singh 
Rathore told me to go 
fast, then maintain it 
through the sixth hurdle. 
From the sixth hurdle to 
the finish line, it was all 

out.”
Later, an injury-rav-

aged Avinash Sable pro-
duced a season’s best 
effort but could not 
defend his gold medal in 
the men’s 3000m stee-
plechase, finishing fourth 
with a time of 8 minute 
and 21.67 sceonds.

In the women’s 500m, 
Chaudhary clocked 
15:14.61 to finish third 
behind gold medallist 
Winfred Yavi of Bahrain 
(15:10.18) and silver med-
allist Nozomi Tanaka of 
Japan (15:11.65).

It was the 31-year-
old Chaudhary’s second 
medal of the Games, fol-
lowing her bronze in the 
women’s 3000m steeple-
chase on Sunday. She had 
won gold in the event at 
Hangzhou in 2023.

Seema, who had won 
a bronze in the women’s 
10,000m, finished sixth 
after clocking 15:35.06.

In men’s 400m hur-
dles final, Santosh Kumar 
Tamilarasan clocked 
49.95s to finish seventh 
in the eight-man field.

Sreeshankar, Gulveer, Yashvir claim silvers

RCB release 
Grace Harris 
ahead of WPL 
auction
NEW DEHI: Defending 
champions RCB on Mon-
day decided to release 
destructive Australian 
batter Grace Harris ahead 
of the 2027 WPL auction 
in Kochi on October 28. 
BCCI’s player retention 
deadline ended on Mon-
day with five teams retain-
ing 63 players including 23 
overseas recruits. Austra-
lian star all-rounder Elysse 
Perry, who was not part 
of RCB’s triumphant cam-
paign in 2026, has made 
herself available for the 
next edition beginning on 
January 14. RCB released 
four players in total includ-
ing Harris, D Hemalatha, 
Gautami Naik and Linsey 
Smith. “A total of 27 slots, 
including 7 overseas slots 
remain available ahead of 
the auction,” said the BCCI 
in a release. UP Warriorz 
will go into the auction 
with a maximum purse 
of INR 3.65 crore, having 
released the most number 
of players - 9. 
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KAKAMIGAHARA: Defend-
ing champions India pro-
duced another command-
ing performance to thrash 
Bangladesh 10-0 in their 
final Pool A match of the 
Asian Games here on Mon-
day, with captain Harman-
preet Singh leading the 
rout with a hat-trick.

The emphatic victory 
ensured India finished on 
top of Pool A after winning 
all five matches against 
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, 
Japan, South Korea and 
Bangladesh. India ended 
the league stage with an 
impressive goal differ-
ence of +45 and will face 
arch-rivals Pakistan in a 
high-profile semifinal on 
October 1. Malaysia will 
meet South Korea in the 
other semifinal.

Heavy rain made con-
ditions challenging, but 
India adapted better 
and maintained control 
throughout the contest. 
The match began 30 min-

utes late after the pre-
ceding Pakistan-Oman 
encounter was inter-
rupted by heavy rain.

India struck in the 
third minute when San-
jay joined the attack and 
found Abhishek inside the 
circle. The forward shifted 
the ball before producing 
a powerful reverse hit past 
the Bangladesh goalkeeper.

Bangladesh earned 
a penalty corner in the 
12th minute, but Indian 
goalkeeper Suraj Kark-
era comfortably blocked 
Amirul Islam’s drag-flick.

India doubled their 
advantage in the 22nd 

minute. Jugraj Singh’s 
penalty-corner attempt 
struck a defender’s foot 
on the goal-line, resulting 
in a penalty stroke. Jugraj 
calmly converted it.

Harmanpreet made it 
3-0 in the 27th minute, fir-
ing a powerful drag-flick 
into the net after Man-
deep Singh helped India 
earn another penalty cor-
ner.

India stepped up the 
pressure after half-time. 
Dilpreet Singh and Suk-
hjeet Singh combined 
superbly in the 32nd 
minute, with Sukhjeet fin-
ishing into an open goal.

Harmanpreet struck 
again from a penalty cor-
ner in the 40th minute 
before Shilanand Lakra 
scored twice in quick suc-
cession in the 44th and 
45th minutes. Harman-
preet completed his hat-
trick in the 45th minute 
as India’s relentless attack 
overwhelmed Bangla-
desh.

With the outcome 
already settled, India con-
tinued hunting for goals in 
the final quarter. Sanjay 
struck in the 59th minute 
before Mandeep Singh 
completed the 10-0 rout 
in the final minute.

The dominant league 
campaign has given India 
considerable momentum 
ahead of the knockout 
stage. After negotiat-
ing difficult rain-soaked 
conditions against Ban-
gladesh, the defending 
champions now have a 
two-day break to recover 
and prepare for the much
-awaited semifinal show-
down against Pakistan.

| ASIAD HOCKEY | 

India blank Bangladesh 10-0 in final group 
fixture, face Pakistan in semifinals
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NISHIO (JAPAN):  Lovlina 
Borgohain’s medal col-
lection continued to 
swell as the seasoned 
Indian boxer assured 
herself of a second con-
secutive Asian Games 
podium finish by mov-
ing to the semifinals 
while Priya Ghanghas too 
advanced to the last four 
stage here on Monday.

Lovlina notched a 
commanding 5-0 win 
over South Korea’s Seong 
Suyeon in the women’s 
middleweight (75kg).

Asian Champion-
ship gold medallist and 
reigning Commonwealth 
Games champion Priya 
then came from behind 
to also register a unani-
mous decision victory in 
the 60kg quarterfinal.

Competing in her first 
bout of the tournament, 
Lovlina defeated South 
Korea’s Seong Suyeon 
5-0 in the quarterfinals, 
assuring herself of at 

least a bronze medal.
The Tokyo Olympics 

bronze medallist had 
won silver at the previ-
ous edition in Hangzhou 
in 2023.

With the Common-
wealth Games silver she 
won last month, the 
Assam boxer has now 
won medals at all the 
big-ticket events, includ-
ing the World Champi-
onships, Asian Games, 
Asian Championships 
and World Cup.

“I’m very happy 
because this was my first 
match, and I did well. 
I have fought her twice 
before.”

Lovlina had won her 
Olympic medal in Japan

“It feels very special 
to me. Japan is very spe-
cial to me because my 
life changed because of 
Japan. I won a bronze 
medal at the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics.

“And now I’m back 
here at the Asian Games. 
I’m very happy, and I feel 

as if Japan is my second 
home.

“Last time at the Asian 
Games (Hangzhou 2022) 
I won a silver medal, so 
I will try to change the 
colour this time.”

Lovlina started on 
the offensive with her 
1-2 combination. She 
employed her jab and 
cross effectively to unset-
tle Seong, who struggled 
to connect despite hav-
ing a slight height advan-
tage.

In the second round, 
Lovlina continued to 
land clean combinations 
of crosses and hooks, but 
was slightly vulnerable in 
defence as Seong threw a 
barrage of punches.

The closely contested 
round round saw the 
Korean enjoy better 
range with her height 
advantage, but Lovlina 
was more agile and 
quicker with her move-
ment. Her punches were 
also cleaner and more 
effective.

Lovlina Borgohain, Priya 
Ghanghas move to semifinals

India enjoyed its biggest athletics medal haul of the Games, collecting six medals as Murali Sreeshankar, Gulveer Singh 
and Yashvir Singh won silvers, while Vithya Ramraj shattered P.T. Usha’s long-standing national record.
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India’s Murali Sreeshankar competes in the men’s long jump final

| ASIAD | 

Indian hurdler Vithya Ramraj poses with her bronze medal 

India’s Gulveer Singh celebrates after winning silver medal

India’s Esha Singh poses with her silver medal won in the women’s 25m pistol event
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FAIRFORD, ENGLAND (AP):   
Police were holding five 
men on Monday and 
examining suspected 
explosives found near a 
U.S.-operated air force 
base in England, as coun-
terterror detectives inves-
tigated whether the arrests 
foiled an attempted attack 
linked to Iran.

The men were detained 
early Sunday after three 
vans were spotted near 
RAF Fairford, a U.K.-
owned base that has been 
used by American bomb-
ers during decades of con-
flicts in the Middle East.
Investigators have not 
concluded whether the 

incident is a state-backed 
attack. They are investi-
gating a possible link to 
Iran, Russia or non-state-
backed militant groups. 
RAF Fairford has also been 
the focus of protests by 
anti-war campaigners.

Iran denied involve-
ment. It’s London 
embassy said it “categor-
ically rejects and strongly 
condemns the recent 
unfounded and malicious 

speculations” about the 
incident. The five sus-
pects, who have not been 
named, were initially held 
over suspected explosives 
offenses, and later also 
arrested on suspicion of 
preparing an act of ter-
rorism. Police said the 
men are all British nation-
als from London and in 
their 20s. They can be 
held in custody for up to 
14 days before they must 

be charged or released. 
Residents were evacuated 
from 85 homes in the vil-
lage of Whelford near the 
base on Sunday and army 
bomb-disposal experts 
used a robot to examine 
three white vans. 

The villagers had not 
been able to go home as 
of Monday morning, and 
the vans had not yet been 
moved. President Donald 
Trump said the suspects 
had been detained follow-
ing cooperation between 
the U.S. and Britain, and 
had been “under view” for 
some time. Police, how-
ever, said the arrests were 
triggered by a late-night call 
about “suspicious vehicles” 
near the base.

UK holds five terror 
suspects near US airbase

Five British men in their 20s were arrested on suspicion of 
preparing a terror act after suspected explosives.
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KATHMANDU: Two more 
bodies were recovered 
on Monday from the site 
of an avalanche at Him-
lung Himal peak in Nepal, 
taking the death toll to 
four, while eight people 
remained missing, accord-
ing to Nepalese officials. 
The avalanche struck the 
base camp of the 7,126-
metre Himlung Himal 
peak in the Nar Phu area 

of Nepal’s Manang district 
on Sunday, burying tents 
where supporting staff 
and mountain guides were 
taking shelter, leaving 22 
missing – all of them Nep-
alese. Rescuers have so far 
established contact with 

10 people, officials said. 
The four bodies recovered 
so far have been identified 
as Chhebi Bhote, Pasang 
Bhote, Birendra Gurung 
and Ghan Shyam Rai.

EU applies 
for observer 
status in a Saudi 
BRUSSELS: The Euro-
pean Union is applying 
for “observer status” 
in a new multinational 
maritime defence 
coalition led by Saudi 
Arabia and formed to 
protect the kingdom’s  
energy exports. 

The bloc’s top diplo-
mat Kaja Kallas made 
the announcement on 
Monday, ahead of a 
meeting in Brussels of 
defence and foreign 
affairs ministers. 

2 more bodies recovered after 
Nepal Avalanche; 8 still missing

FASTFACTS

z A 14-member expert 
rescue team was 
airlifted to the base 
camp on Monday to 
clear snow and search 
for survivors.


