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CABINET YET TO DECIDE ON PAY 
HIKE FOR OUTSOURCED STAFF 

A S H W I N I  M  S R I P A D  @ Bengaluru:

LAKHS of  outsourced government 
employees in Karnataka continue 
to await a salary hike based on the 
May minimum wages notification, 
which proposed monthly wages 
starting at around Rs 19,000 for un-
skilled workers. After industrial-
ists met Chief  Minister DK Shiva-
kumar, the government constituted 
a cabinet sub-committee in August 
to examine the issue. However, 
nearly three months later, the pan-
el is yet to hold its first meeting, 
leaving employees in uncertainty. 

In May this year, the State gov-
ernment had issued a gazette noti-
fication with clear division of  
zones and fixed minimum wages 
for various categories -- unskilled, 
semi-skilled and skilled labourers 
working in Bengaluru, tier-II cities 
and other parts of  the state. Ac-
cording to the notification, the state 
had been divided into three wage 
zones -- Zone-1 comprising Greater 
Bengaluru Area; Zone-2 covering 
other city corporations and district 
headquarters; and Zone-3 for the 

remaining areas. For each zone, 
different wages were fixed for 
skilled, unskilled and semi-skilled 
labourers. While the least was 
around Rs 19,000 in Zone-3, the 
highest was Rs 31,000 in Zone-1. 

The Labour minister had stated 
that this would give a push of  up to 
60 per cent hike individually, and 
while trade unions had welcomed 
the decision, industry bodies did 
not. Industry representatives met 
Shivakumar, following which the 
government announced the consti-
tution of  the cabinet sub-commit-
tee headed by Deputy CM G Para-
meshwara, to review the revision 

of  minimum wages.
Sources in the State government 

said the cabinet sub-committee has 
not met even once so far. “The mini-
mum wages notification issued in 
May, if  implemented, will place an 
additional financial burden on the 
government, which is not in a state 
to take up any more expenditure. It 
is just trying to buy time,’’ sources 
said. There is also a debate whether 
a cabinet sub-committee can be 
constituted after the gazette notifi-
cation is issued, though officials 
says it’s not a law that has been 
promulgated, but only a notifica-
tion under the rules. 

Karnataka Government Con-
tract Employees’ Association state 
president Sudhakar told TNIE that 
he has written a letter to the Gov-
ernor, alleging that the cabinet 
sub-committee is wilfully delaying 
submitting the report to the gov-
ernment. He pointed out that 
around 4 lakh employees come un-
der the outsourced category. He 
urged the Governor to direct the 
government to implement the no-
tification issued in May. 

POWDER POWER
Contestants prepare rangoli  during the state-level competition organised as part of the Women and  

Children’s Dasara celebrations on the Mysuru Palace premises on Tuesday. Sarasamma (63) from  
Mysuru won the first prize in the event, in which more than 265 people from various districts of  

Karnataka took part |  UDAYASHANKAR S

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bengaluru, Mangaluru

A Special Investigation Team (SIT) constituted to 
probe the rape and murder of  Sowjanya is unlikely 
to bring the case to a logical conclusion, said Am-
ruthesh, an advocate at the High Court of  Karna-
taka in Bengaluru on Tuesday. He alleged that a 
conspiracy is on to malign the temple and demand-
ed that the report on the alleged mass burial case 
be made public.

Speaking at a press conference organised by the 
Voice of  Public, Amruthesh questioned the feasi-
bility of  completing the fresh investigation within 
three months, saying the evidence dating back to 
14 years might no longer be available. He also de-
manded that the investigation into the rape and 
murder of  Sowjanya must examine all relevant 
evidence. Amruthesh said some individuals and 

multiple groups had ap-
proached the Supreme Court 
by concealing facts. He said 
the court had directed a fresh 
investigation by an SIT but ar-
gued that the three-month 
deadline would make it diffi-
cult to reach a logical conclu-
sion. He also accused them of  
exploiting the Sowjanya case 

for financial gain while targeting the temple. Mak-
ing allegations against Sowjanya’s parents, he 
claimed that they had also benefited financially 
from the case.

Amruthesh said the family had initially demand-
ed justice and held a press conference following the 
incident. However, he questioned why they re-
mained silent for a year before holding another 
press conference. “Why did they remain silent for 
a year? Shouldn’t we find out what happened dur-
ing that period?” he asked. Amruthesh demanded 
that the final report on the alleged mass burial case 
be made public, pointing out that the government 
had spent public money on the investigation. 

Meanwhile, the SIT, led by N Shashi Kumar, con-
ducted a meeting at its office set up at the old  
DCs office in Mangaluru on Tuesday. SIT mem-
bers and city police commissioner Sudheer Ku-
mar Reddy, investigating officer Lokesh Jagalasar, 
SP Nisha James and ACP Manoj Naik attended 
the meeting. 

New SIT unlikely 
to solve Sowjanya 
murder: LawyerKSPCB to start stricter pollution checks in mining areas

B O S K Y  K H A N N A  @Bengaluru: 

THE Karnataka State Pollution Con-
trol Board (KSPCB) is setting up the 
Continuous Air Quality Monitoring 
Systems (CAQMS) to address the is-
sue of  rising pollution levels and 
keep a constant check in mining ar-
eas. This is being done on the direc-
tions of  the Supreme Court monitor-
ing committee. The KSPCB is setting 
up the CAQMS in coordination with 
Karnataka Mining Environment 
Restoration Corporation (KMERC) 
in 12 locations in the four mining 
districts of  Ballari, Vijayanagara, 
Chitradurga and Tumakuru. 

“With CAQMS, there will be con-

tinuous monitoring of  air quality. 
Directions have been issued to min-
ing companies to instal air quality 
monitoring systems in their own 
premises at their own cost, 
and submit a report every 
six months,” a senior 
KSPCB official said. 

Tenders have been invit-
ed for installation of  
CAQMS, the locations have 
been identified and platforms 
are being constructed. The officials 
have set a deadline to ensure they 
are all operational before December-
end. The official said there is no 
dearth of  funds to execute the work.  
KSPCB said that apart from Bal-

lari, special attention is being paid 
to Chitradurga and Tumakuru 
where developmental work has in-
tensified not just around mining 

areas but in other sectors also.  
Officials said monitoring air 
quality is particularly re-
quired in the background 
of  the Centre agreeing to 
increase mining from 25 

million tonnes per annum to 
50 million tonnes per annum. 

To ensure there is no further ex-
ploitation, the committee is keep-
ing a close watch on the activities, 
and KMERC is also keeping vigil. 

All work to be undertaken in min-
ing regions in the four districts 

needs KMERC approval, with a set 
of  protocols to be followed. The 
KMERC team keeps direct vigil on 
the progress. Further, for integrated 
development of  the region, air qual-
ity monitoring is one of  the essential 
components, apart from ensuring 
good infrastructure, including roads, 
health sanitation and lake restora-
tion, the official added. 

Pertaining to restoration of  the 
region to near normal, forest offi-
cials said they can be restored only 
when the regions are left untouched. 
“But that is not happening as more 
and more areas are being opened up 
for mining, testing and extraction,” 
the forest official said.

E N S @Bengaluru 

MINISTER for Large and Medium 
Industries MB Patil on Tuesday said 
the state government is considering 
the opening of  Invest Karnataka Fo-
rum (IKF) offices in the US, Japan, 
Taiwan, South Korea and France. 

The move is to attract investment 
from these countries into Karnata-
ka. The proposal was discussed at a 
meeting of  the IKF’s board of  direc-
tors, following which Patil directed 
officials to assess the advantages 
and disadvantages of  the proposal, 
hold consultations and submit a re-
port. “There is intense competition 
among states to attract industrial 
investments. Some states have al-
ready taken steps to open offices 
foreign countries to attract invest-
ments. Karnataka cannot afford to 
lag in this. We must assess each 
country’s industrial strengths and 
sectoral specialisations and take ap-
propriate action,” Patil said.  

The minister said discussions 
have been held on appointing 
“country leads” through the IKF 
platform in some other countries as 
well, and that another meeting will 
be held shortly to that end.

Govt plans offices 
abroad to attract 
investment: Patil

Nobody pushed me during the protest. There was a 
huge crowd. The BJP has a lot of affection for me, 
which is why they are spreading such misinformation DK Shivakumar, 

Chief Minister

Safety measures in, must forget 
stampede scar, says KSCA chief
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bengaluru

KARNATAKA State Cricket Association 
president Venkatesh Prasad on Tuesday 
formally invited Deputy Chief  Minister Dr 
G Parameshwara, who also holds the 
Sports portfolio, to attend the T-20 cricket 
match scheduled to be played between In-
dia and West Indies men’s teams at M 
Chinnaswamy Stadium this Saturday. 

“Dr Parameshwara was largely re-
sponsible for bringing back cricket, be it 
the Indian Premier League (IPL) or in-
ternational matches. He was the one 
who constituted the expert committee 
headed by GBA Chief  Commissioner M 
Maheshwar Rao and Bengaluru City Po-
lice Chief  Commissioner Seemanth Ku-
mar Singh,” Prasad said. The committee 
assessed the stadium’s suitability for 
reopening. 

Prasad added that the committee is 
satisfied with crowd control measures, 
and additional measures for fire safety, 
put in place by KSCA in and around the 
stadium, and was confident that the up-
coming international match would go 
off  without any hiccups. 

“We have implemented about 90 per 
cent of  what the expert committee had 
suggested after its review. Instead of  go-
ing back to what happened on the day of  
the stampede in front of  the stadium, we 
need to move forward,” Prasad said. 

According to the KSCA president, 
plans for redevelopment of  M Chinnas-
wamy Stadium were discussed with the 
Deputy CM, to expand the stadium’s 
maximum capacity to around 60,000. 
“The master plan for a cricket training 
facility in Tumakuru was also shared 
with Dr Parameshwara,” he added. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

PRIVATE transport operators 
have sought an independent in-
quiry into allegations that some 
Regional Transport Office (RTO) 
officials and Inspectors of  Mo-
tor Vehicles (IMVs), through an 
intermediary, collected monthly 
bribes from Kerala-registered 
tourist bus operators to allow 
their movement in Karnataka.

In a complaint to the Trans-
port Commissioner submitted 
on Tuesday, S Nataraja Shar-
ma, president of  the Federa-
tion of  Private Transport Or-
ganisations, alleged that an 
intermediary was collecting 
payments on UPI from opera-
tors at some locations, includ-
ing Attibele, Electronics City, 
Majestic and Devanahalli. The 
allegations are yet to be 
verified.

Citing discussions in a What-
sApp group of  bus owners and 
operators, Sharma said some 
operators had reported making 
monthly payments ranging 
from Rs 16,000 to Rs 30,000. One 
operator associated with Diya 
Travels allegedly paid Rs 26,000 
a month and shared payment 
screenshots. An operator from 
Sona Travels claimed to have 
paid around Rs 30,000 per bus 
every month.

The complaint alleges that 
buses operating without mak-
ing the purported payments 
were detained and taken to RTO 
offices, where operators were 
asked to pay substantial sums 
for their release under the guise 
of  taxes and other demands. It 
also cites an allegation that col-
lections were divided in a 60:40 
ratio, with 60 per cent attribut-
ed to tax and 40 per cent alleg-
edly collected as bribe.

We bribe RTO 
men: Kerala pvt 
bus operators

KSRP ADGP S Ravi seeks voluntary retirement 
Bengaluru: S Ravi, Additional Director General of Police (ADGP) of the Karnataka State Reserve Police (KSRP), 
has applied for voluntary retirement, just six months before his scheduled superannuation. The 1998-batch IPS 
officer reportedly submitted an application for voluntary retirement, citing personal reasons, on Monday 
evening. The state police chief’s office is expected to forward a letter regarding his request to the Home 
Department. Although he has cited personal reasons, speculation is rife that differences with senior officers 
may have influenced his decision. However, no official reason for his request has been disclosed so far. Ravi, 
who is from Sampangiram Nagar in Bengaluru, has served as Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP) of 
Bengaluru’s South Division and as Additional Commissioner of Police in the Central Crime Branch (CCB).  After 
serving as Inspector General of Police (IGP) of the Davanagere Range, he was promoted to the rank of ADGP 
and subsequently served as home secretary.  He was also heading the Intelligence Department. Following the 
transfer, Ravi was posted as ADGP of the Karnataka State Reserve Police, a position he continues to hold. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D


