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Missing boy from Thrissur 
found dead in Kasaragod
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kasaragod  

A 15-YEAR-old boy who went 
missing from the Kodungallur 
police station limits on Wednes-
day was found dead in a lodge in 
Kasaragod town on Thursday 
evening. Thrissur Rural police 
had suspected his involvement 
in the circulation of  a morphed 
nude image of  a girl studying in 
his class. 

The boy who had left home for 

tuition on Wednesday morning 
checked into a lodge near the 
KSRTC bus station in Kasara-
god on Wednesday evening. 
Lodge staff  found him hanging 
in his room on Thursday 
evening. During a search of  the 
room, the police found his iden-
tity card and informed the Ko-
dungallur police. However, the 
boy’s alleged role in circulating 
the image remains unconfirmed, 
as he went missing before the 
police could question him. 

CPM to strengthen 
grassroots engagement 
in Kasaragod district
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kasaragod 

THE CPM’S two-day extended 
district committee meeting has 
resolved to strengthen its grass-
roots engagement and expand 
the party’s base beyond its tradi-
tional strongholds in the south-
ern part of  the district, towards 
the northern region where it 
lacks sufficient strength.

The meeting also reviewed 
the reasons for the party’s poor 
performance in the assembly 
elections, including in its tradi-
tional strongholds, and conclud-
ed that it needed to engage more 
closely with people at the grass-
roots level, said CPM district 
secretary M Rajagopalan, brief-
ing the media at the party office 
on Friday.

The LDF remains on the back 
foot in the region north of  the 
Chandragiri river, which in-
cludes the Kasaragod and 
Manjeshwar assembly constitu-
encies. In the 2026 assembly elec-
tion, incumbent IUML candi-
date A K M Ashraf  recorded the 
constituency’s highest victory 
margin of  29,252 votes. The 
Left’s vote share is believed to 

have contributed to Ashraf ’s 
margin, as the LDF’s votes fell 
from the usual 40,000-plus to 
21,212.

Commenting on the setback, 
Kunhambu, who accompanied 
Rajagopalan at the media brief-
ing, said the LDF had not lost its 
traditional vote bank but had 
failed to secure those votes in 
this election for various reasons, 
including the communal con-
solidation of  votes.

Rajagopalan said the CPM 
would take active steps to bring 
Kannada-speaking linguistic 
minorities into the party fold.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kasaragod 

WHAT BEGAN as a routine 
visit to deliver a photograph 
turned into an hour-long battle 
to save a life for autorickshaw 
driver Pappachan Konoor, 55, 
and daily wager Moni, in his 
60s, at Nattakkal in Kasaragod 
on Thursday evening. 

Pappachan, a resident of  Mal-
lom in the high ranges of  Kasara-
god, had reached the house of  
Elamma Ambattuparambil at 
Nattakkal on Thursday evening 
to deliver a photograph of  her de-
ceased husband. 

Just as he arrived, Elamma re-
ceived a call from the daughter of  
her neighbour, Eliyamma Valiya-
parambath, alerting her that her 
62-year-old mother had fallen into 
the well on their property. Elam-
ma immediately informed Pap-
pachan, who rushed to help. Eli-

yamma had just returned from 
Pariyaram Medical College Hos-
pital after receiving treatment for 
Alzheimer's disease. 

Having lost her sense of  direc-
tion, she accidentally fell into the 

well, which had a parapet barely 
knee-high. Her husband and 
daughter watched helplessly as 
she struggled in the water, repeat-
e d l y  g o i n g  u n d e r  a n d 
resurfacing. 

Pappachan did not hesitate. He 
grabbed a rope and 
climbed down into the 
well. 

For nearly an hour, 
he battled the water to 
keep Eliyamma afloat. 
At 5.4 ft tall, he found 
the water level above 
his head. With little 
room to stand firmly, 
he struggled to keep 
himself  steady while 
ensuring that the 
woman did not sink. 

“I struggled to keep 
my feet on the bottom, but I had 
to keep the woman afloat so that 
she could breathe,” Pappachan 
told mediapersons after the res-

cue. Meanwhile, Eliyamma's fam-
ily began pumping water out of  
the well in an effort to lower the 
water level and help Pappachan 
find a foothold. By then, however, 
Eliyamma had fainted. 

Neighbours alerted the Fire 
and Rescue Services sta-
tion at Cheemeni, about 
33 km away. As the team 
made its way to the spot, 
Pappachan began to 
lose strength after 
spending so long in the 
water. 

That was when Moni 
stepped in. He climbed 
down into the well to 
help Pappachan. With 
both men exhausted but 

determined not to let Eli-
yamma sink, they held 

her afloat until the rescue team 
arrived. 

The Fire and Rescue Services 
personnel reached the spot with 

a rescue basket and pulled Eliya-
mma out. Pappachan was too 
weak to climb out on his own and 
asked the rescuers to bring him 
and Moni out using the same 
basket. 

Senior Fire and Rescue Officer 
Vineesh Kumar K praised both 
men for their courage and timely 
intervention, which helped save 
Eliyamma's life. She was taken to 
hospital, where her condition re-
mained stable. 

Pappachan had some experi-
ence working in wells, having 
cleaned his own well. But keep-
ing an unconscious woman afloat 
in water deeper than his height 
was a gruelling challenge. Moni, 
too, put himself  at risk by climb-
ing down to help when Pappach-
an.  Their efforts ensured that 
Eliyamma was kept afloat until 
professional rescuers arrived.

“Fortunately, everything ended 
well,” Pappachan said.

E-auto drivers seek parking 
space, passes in Kasaragod
They allege hostility from drivers of conventional autorickshaws

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kasaragod 

THEY SWITCHED to electric au-
torickshaws, hoping to benefit 
from government incentives and 
a permit-free operation. But for 
many e-auto drivers in Kasara-
god town, the shift to cleaner mo-
bility has brought a new struggle 
— finding a place to park and pick 
up passengers without facing 
hostility from drivers of  conven-
tional autorickshaws. 

Seeking an end to the frequent 
confrontations at existing autor-
ickshaw stands, e-auto drivers 
drove their vehicles to the Kasara-
god municipal office on Wednes-
day and demanded special passes 
and dedicated parking spaces. 
They alleged that drivers of  pet-
rol and diesel autorickshaws rou-
tinely harass them at the stands, 
arguing that permission to ply on 
roads does not entitle them to 
park or pick up passengers 
there.

Addressing mediapersons, the 
drivers said the absence of  dedi-
cated stands had forced them to 
depend on parking spaces desig-
nated for conventional autorick-

shaws, leading to frequent dis-
putes. “There are frequent 
disputes at the autorickshaw 
stands because they say we may
have permission to ply on the 
roads but not at the stands,” said 
Radhakrishnan, an e-autorick-
shaw driver.

Sajeevan, an office-bearer of  
the electric autorickshaw drivers’ 
association, said the municipali-
ty’s delay in deciding on special 
passes and dedicated parking 
spaces was aggravating tensions 
between the two groups.  The dis-
putes have, at times, escalated 
into altercations and police cases, 
leaving e-auto drivers apprehen-
sive about operating their vehi-

cles. Many had sold their old au-
torickshaws and borrowed money 
to switch to electric vehicles. 

“We are scared even to run our 
autorickshaws because of  the fre-
quent clashes. Allotting a dedi-
cated stand in the town and grant-
ing special passes to a fixed 
number of  e-autorickshaws will 
resolve the disputes to a great ex-
tent,” said Shafeek Hameed, an-
other driver.

The drivers said they had sub-
mitted petitions to the municipal-
ity earlier but were yet to receive 
a favourable response. Similar 
disputes had surfaced in cities 
such as Kannur, Kozhikode and 
Thrissur, they said. 

e-autorickshaws 

Pappachan Konoor 
who rescued the 
elderly woman

The well  into which Eliyamma fell

Delivery trip leads autorickshaw driver into a rescue mission
R E S O L U T E

CPM to protest against ESA draft in 3 villages
Kannur: The CPM will stage protests at Cheruvanchery, 
Kottiyur and Aralam in Kannur district against the seventh 
draft notification on Ecologically Sensitive Areas (ESA) in 
Kerala, which includes these three locations, said CPM district 
secretary K K Ragesh on Friday. He blamed the UDF 
government for the issue, saying the LDF government had 
submitted a scientific report in 2024 identifying only 8,590 sq 
km as ecologically sensitive areas in Kerala. In contrast, the 
UDF government had estimated the ESA extent at 9,993 sq km 
in a report submitted to the Centre in 2015. The Centre is 
reluctant to accept the revised report, which Ragesh said was 
prepared using more scientific methods than the earlier one. 
“The Centre has been asking how the state can now go back 
on a report that it had itself approved,” he said.

EXPRESS READ

PUJA RUSH: ONE-WAY SPL  
TRAIN TO MANGALURU

SOUTHERN 
RAILWAY WILL 
OPERATE A 
ONE-WAY 
FESTIVAL 
SPECIAL FROM 
CHENNAI 
EGMORE TO 
MANGALURU 
CENTRAL ON 
OCTOBER 17 
TO CLEAR THE 
EXTRA RUSH 
DURING THE 
PUJA HOLIDAYS

STOPPAGES

Perambur, Tiruvallur, 
Arakkonam Junction, 
Katpadi Junction, 
Jolarpettai Junction, 
Salem Junction, Erode 
Junction, Tiruppur, 
Podanur Junction, 
Palakkad Junction, 
Shoranur Junction, 
Tirur, Kozhikode, 
Vadakara, Thalassery, 
Kannur, Payyanur, 
Nileshwar, Kanhangad 
and Kasaragod

Shoranur 11.15 am / 11.25 am

Tirur 12.28 pm / 12.30 pm

Kozhikode 1.17 pm / 1.20 pm

Vadakara 2 pm / 2.01 pm

Thalassery 2.24 pm / 2.25 pm

Kannur 2.57 pm / 3 pm

Payyanur 3.25 pm / 3.26 pm

Nileshwar 3.47 pm / 3.48 pm

Kanhangad 3.59 pm / 4 pm

Kasaragod 4.20 pm / 4.22 pm

TIMINGS AT KERALA STATIONS COACH COMPOSITION

�1 First AC coach

�2 AC Two-Tier coaches

�3 AC Three-Tier 
coaches

�9 Sleeper Class coaches

�4 Second Class General 
coaches

�1 Second Class 
Luggage-cum-Brake Van

�1 Generator car

TRAIN DETAILS

�Train No. 06036: 
Chennai Egmore–
Mangaluru Central 
One-Way Festival 
Special Express

�Departure from 
Chennai Egmore: 
11.55 pm on  
October 17

�Arrival at 
Mangaluru Central: 
7.45 pm on  
October 18

Six new faces in 
district committee 

The extended district 
committee has decided to 

induct six more party workers 
into the district committee. 

They are CITU’s P Manimohan, 
AIDWA’s T K Chandramma 

Teacher, SFI’s K Sabish, DYFI’s 
M V Rajeesh, and CPM area 
committee office-bearers C 
Ramachandran (Bedakam) 

and P Kunhikannan 
(Trikaripur).

V D Satheesan  @vdsatheesan
Traveling to Sabarimala tomorrow with Shri K Muraleedharan (Minister of Devaswom) to 
personally review the preparations for the upcoming pilgrimage season. After evaluating 
the arrangements and holding coordination meeting at Pamba, we will reach Sannidhanam 
by evening for further inspections, followed by temple darshan. We are committed to 
ensuring a safe pilgrimage for everyone.
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