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ICG RESCUES 
20 CREW FROM 
BULK CARRIER

U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam

THE Indian Coast Guard (ICG) rescued 20 crew 
members of  a bulk carrier that ran aground off  
Bendamurulanka in Dr BR Ambedkar Kona-
seema district following Very Severe Cyclonic 
Storm Arnab, in a high-risk operation amid 
rough sea conditions.

The Coast Guard deployed its ship Sujay and 
a helicopter to evacuate the crew members 
from M/V Sigma Pearl, which ran aground 
about 1.7 km from the nearest shoreline. The 
successful rescue ensured that 20 crew mem-
bers were brought to safety, with no loss of  life 
reported in the incident.

In an official post, the ICG said, “In a chal-
lenging rescue operation at sea off  Antarvedi 
in Andhra Pradesh, in the aftermath of  Very 
Severe Cyclone Arnab, ICGS Sujay along with 
ICG Helicopter safely rescued all 20 crew mem-
bers onboard aground vessel MV Sigma Pearl 
amidst rough seas. ICG’s preemptive measures, 
coastal monitoring, and DRT deployment along 
the Andhra coast ensured ZERO loss of  life at 
sea.”

The Marshall Islands-flagged vessel, which 
was transporting rock phosphate, reportedly 
lost power and dragged its anchor before drift-
ing towards the coast. The vessel had experi-
enced repeated failures of  its auxiliary engines 
and generators during its stay at Visakhapat-
nam Port, affecting cargo operations.  P4

Central teams for State today 
to assess cyclone damage: CM

CRACKDOWN

Bid to alter 
system? Can’t 
get job in UP
N A M I T A  B A J P A I  @ Lucknow

THE Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has tightened character 
verification norms for candi-
dates selected through direct 
recruitment, stating that indi-
viduals associated with organi-
sations seeking to alter the ex-
isting social or political system 
through violence would hence-
forth not be eligible for govern-
ment jobs in the state.

The order, issued by the ap-
pointments department, will 
apply to recruitments across 
departments, corporations, 
councils and local bodies. 

This comes amid a political 
row over recent calls for “re-
gime change” during anti-CEC 
protests.

The state government, how-
ever, clarified that political ide-
ology alone cannot be grounds 
for denying employment.

 It said the mere registration 
of  an FIR or a pending investi-
gation would not automatically 
disqualify a candidate. 

Authorities have been asked 
to assess the circumstances of  
each case rather than rely sole-
ly on criminal complaints or 
ongoing probes. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kakinada

CHIEF Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu on Thursday made an 
aerial survey in cyclone-affect-
ed areas of  Dr BR Ambedkar 
Konaseema district, inspected 
relief  centres at Gachakay-
alapora village in Mummidi-
varam constituency, and inter-
acted with cyclone victims.

Addressing the media, the 
Chief  Minister explained cy-
clone relief  and restoration 
measures being undertaken by 
the government. He announced 
that Central teams would visit 
the State on Friday to assess 
the cyclone damage. The pre-
liminary estimates put the loss 
caused by Cyclone Arnab at 
`4,600 crore, and the figure 

could increase after a detailed 
assessment, he said.

Naidu said he spoke to Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah and 
explained the damage caused 
by cyclone Arnab in Andhra 
Pradesh, besides submitting a 
preliminary damage report to 
the Centre.  P4

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Competing weather systems 
bring Cyclone Arnab to a halt

Visakhapatnam: For a few hours on 
October 28, Very Severe Cyclonic Storm 

Arnab remained almost motionless over 
the west-central Bay of Bengal. Its pause, 

according to a retired ocean scientist, may 
have been the result of competing 

weather systems interfering with the 
cyclone’s forward movement | P3

Farmers can now self-report 
crop loss for compensation 
Vijayawada: The State government has 
introduced a self-registration facility 
enabling farmers to report crop losses 
caused by Cyclone Arnab and heavy rains 
through the e-Panta website and APAIMS 
Farmer App. The Agriculture Department 
has directed officials to create awareness 
among farmers about the new facility | P4

R A N  A G R O U N D

CM Naidu examines damaged crop in 
Ambedkar Konaseema district |  EXPRESS

My objective is  
to ensure that 
governance 
reaches every 
person, and that 
no one is left to 
suffer without aid

Naidu, CM

Loss put at  
`4,600 cr
The preliminary 
estimates put 
the loss caused 
by Arnab at 
`4,600 crore, 
and the figure 
could increase 
after a detailed 
assessment
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Pak envoy joins 
SCO’s luncheon 
before Nov meet
J A Y A N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi 

PAKISTAN’S Chargé d’Affaires 
to India, Saad Ahmad Warra-
ich, attended a luncheon recep-
tion hosted by the Secretary 
(West) in the External Affairs 
Ministry, Sibi George, for resi-
dent envoys of  Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) 
member states and 
partner countries, as 
India prepares to host 
the grouping’s first 
Civilisational Dialogue 
Forum next month.

MEA spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal said 
discussions focused on 
strengthening cooper-
ation within the SCO 
framework, particu-
larly cultural and civi-
lisational exchanges, 
and preparations for the up-
coming forum scheduled for 
November 20.

“The interaction under-
scored India’s commitment to 
strengthening longstanding 
civilisational connections and 
people-to-people ties with the 
SCO region,” Jaiswal said.

India will host the SCO Civi-

lisational Dialogue Forum in 
New Delhi from November 20 
to 22, with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi expected to in-
augurate the event. 

Pakistan has yet to confirm 
its representation at the forum. 
Pakistan’s Minister for National 
Heritage and Culture, Au-
rungzeb Khan Khichi, is among 

those invited. If  Khichi 
attends, it would mark 
the first visit by a Paki-
stani minister since 
then foreign minister 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
attended the SCO for-
eign ministers’ meeting 
in Goa in May 2023.

The luncheon comes 
amid continued diplo-
matic strains between 
New Delhi and Islama-
bad. However, both 

countries remain engaged 
through multilateral platforms 
such as the SCO.

In September last, India sent 
its SCO National Coordinator, 
Alok Dimri, to Islamabad for a 
meeting ahead of  Pakistan’s 
presidency of  the grouping and 
its planned SCO leaders’ sum-
mit in August 2027.

Participants at the luncheon reception hosted by MEA Secy (West) Sibi  George |  MEA

Purana Qila 
venue 

The forum is 
expected to 

bring together 
representatives 
from more than 
25 countries at 

Purana Qila, the 
16th-century 
fort in Delhi

CJI Surya Kant on Thursday said  e�orts to battle 
pendency of cases by appointing former judges 
to high courts were blocked by Bar associations

SUPREME COURT’S JANUARY 2025 EXCEPTION
■  Considering a huge backlog of criminal cases, the Supreme Court on 

January 30 last year had allowed high courts to appoint ad hoc 
judges, not exceeding 10 per cent of the court’s total strength

■  Article 224A establishes a constitutional mechanism that allows 
retired high court judges to be temporarily reappointed as HC judges

‘NO CJI CAN RISK ANNOYING THE BAR’ 
”Chief Justice Bobde, Justice Kaul and my bench, we virtually revived the 
practice of appointing ad hoc judges from among retired judges. We 
thought we would bring this practice into vogue. But opposition from Bar 
associations prevented the initiative from taking off... they started passing 
resolutions... no Chief Justice can risk annoying the Bar,” the CJI said

CJI: OPPOSITION FROM BAR HALTED 
HIRING RETIRED JUDGES FOR HCS 18 lakh

CRIMINAL CASES ARE  STUCK IN 
LITIGATION IN HIGH COURTS

With ex-Speaker at helm, INDIA 
bloc to ‘impeach’ Gyanesh today
P R E E T H A  N A I R  @New Delhi

THE INDIA bloc will hold a three-
hour “public impeachment” of  
Chief  Election Commissioner Gy-
anesh Kumar at Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge’s official resi-
dence on Friday, with former Lok
Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar pre-
siding over the proceedings.

Kharge, Leader of  Opposition in 
the Rajya Sabha, will move the mo-
tion to impeach Kumar, while LoP 
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, 
will conclude the discussion before 
the ‘motion’ is passed by voting, 
sources said. The contours of  the 
proceedings were finalised at a meet 
of  INDIA bloc leaders at Kharge’s 
residence here on Thursday. 

At least 30 speakers, including 
representatives of  21 political par-

ties, are expected to participate in 
Friday’s proceedings. Sources said 
an invitation has been extended to 
the BJD, but the party is yet to con-
firm its participation. Civil society 
representatives and persons affect-
ed by the Special Intensive Revision 
of  electoral rolls will share their ac-

counts. The symbolic impeachment 
comes ahead of  the Opposition’s 
November 1 rally here against al-
leged “vote theft” and the SIR.

CPM MP John Brittas told TNIE 
the bloc decided on a “public im-
peachment” rather than a mock ex-
ercise, as it would give expression 
to people’s concerns over the poll 
process. “If  the Prime Minister is 
keen to attend our programme, he 
is most welcome,” he added. Brittas 
said the programme would follow a 
structured discussion, with Meira 
Kumar as the presiding officer. 
Asked who would occupy the ‘treas-
ury’ benches, Brittas said none 
wanted to as it could be interpreted 
as support for the CEC. 

TMC’s Derek O’Brien and SP’s 
Harendra Malik were among the 
leaders at Thursday’s meet. 

Congress’ Jairam Ramesh, KC Venugopal, 
Meira Kumar, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, TMC’s 
Derek O’Brien, JMM’s Mahua Maji  at the meet
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Now, Miyapur land worth 
`55,000 cr belongs to TG
T G  N A I D U  @ Hyderabad

THE Supreme Court has dismissed 
a batch of  civil appeals challenging 
the Andhra Pradesh High Court’s 
2003 judgment declaring the State 
government the owner of  about 550 
acres of  land in Survey Nos. 100 and 
101 of  Miyapur village in Serilin-
gampally mandal, Rangareddy 
district. 

The land is estimated to be worth 
around `55,000 crore. A bench of  
Justice MM Sundresh and Justice 
Satish Chandra Sharma held that 
the appellants had failed to estab-
lish valid title to the land and that 
fraudulent revenue entries had been 
used in attempts to claim govern-
ment property. The lead appeal, Civ-
il Appeal No. 10699 of  2013, was filed 
by Bandari Ramchander.

Expired vaccines worth 
lakhs found at BIMS
Belagavi: Expired vaccines, including 
those for anti-rabies, worth lakhs of 
rupees were found in a pharmacy of 
the Belagavi Institute of Medical 
Sciences (BIMS) during a surprise 
inspection by Upa Lokayukta Justice B 
Veerappa on Thursday. Expressing 
concern over the stockpile of expired 
vaccines, he directed officials to 
submit a comprehensive report 
explaining why the vaccines had 
remained in storage beyond their 
expiry dates and initiate action

Odisha to enforce ban orders 
in Kotia villages for AP polls
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Koraput

THE Koraput administration on 
Thursday decided to impose prohib-
itory orders across all villages un-
der Kotia gram panchayat in view 
of  Andhra Pradesh’s proposed pan-
chayat samiti and zilla parishad 
elections in the border region.

The decision was taken at an 
emergency all-party meeting con-
vened by the district administration 
to discuss measures to counter AP’s 
electoral activities in Kotia and ac-
celerate development in the border-
ing villages.

Koraput collector Manoj Satya-
wan Mahajan warned that viola-
tions of  the prohibitory orders un-
der section 163 of  the BNSS would 
invite stringent legal action, includ-
ing arrest. All necessary measures 
would be taken to maintain law and 

order in the Kotia villages. He also 
said the district administration was 
committed to ensuring effective im-
plementation of  gover nment 
schemes and accelerating develop-
ment work in the region. 

Priority was being given to im-
proving road connectivity, health-
care, education, livelihood opportu-
nities and other essential services 
in the remote bordering villages to 
ensure that development benefits 
reach every eligible household. Jey-
pore MLA Tara Prasad Bahinipati 

criticised the residents who live in 
Odisha but vote in favour of  Andhra 
Pradesh. “Those who wish to sup-
port the neighbouring State should 
consider moving there,” he said. Ko-
raput MLA Raghuram Machha, Pot-
tangi legislator Ramachandra Kad-
am and Kotpad MLA Rupu Bhatra 
said political parties have united to 
protect  Odisha’s  ter ritorial 
integrity. 

They asserted that AP should not 
be allowed to conduct elections in 
Kotia and called for closure of  all 
border entry points to prevent such 
activities. The MLAs also main-
tained that sustained development 
and effective implementation of  
welfare schemes would help 
strengthen the association of  Kotia 
residents with Odisha and address
the challenges arising from the con-
tinuing border dispute.

We won’t allow conduct of local polls in disputed villages, assert officials

E X P R E S S  R E A D


