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HC revokes ban on hiring 
women in toddy shops

All 17 escaped inmates of Theni jail held

3 die of asphyxiation while 
cleaning boat of rotten fish

51 cases registered against underage driving in Kannur range

‘Can’t protect women by stopping them from working where they want’

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THE  Kerala High Court has 
struck down Rule 7(37) of  the 
Kerala Abkari Shops Disposal 
Rules, which prohibits the em-
ployment of  women in any ca-
pacity in toddy shops, declar-
ing it unconstitutional.

The court observed that the 
state’s obligation to ensure that 
women are free from harass-
ment and have a safe working 
environment cannot be fulfilled 
by prohibiting them from work-
ing in an industry of  their 
choice. The order was passed 
while allowing a petition filed 
by Sophy, 47, of  Thrissur, who 
sought appointment at a toddy 
shop on compassionate grounds 
following the death of  her hus-
band, an employee of  the shop, 

in 2024. The government plead-
er submitted that the rule was 
intended to protect women 
from exploitation and all forms 
of  workplace harassment.

Citing a Supreme Court rul-
ing, the HC said instead of  im-
posing a blanket ban on the em-
ployment of  women in toddy 
shops, the state should focus on 
eliminating the unequal conse-
quences arising from sex differ-
ences and ensuring safe work-
ing conditions that 
inspire confidence among 
women to pursue their 
chosen professions.

While the state has 
an obligation to pro-
tect women from har-
assment and en-
s u r e  a  s a f e 
working envi-

ronment, this responsibility 
cannot be discharged by pro-
hibiting them from working in 
the industries of  their choice, 
the court observed.

Senior Advocate Ranjith 
Thampan, counsel for the peti-
tioner, submitted that Sophy 
was denied employment solely 
based on R.7(37) of the Kerala 
Abkari Shops Disposal Rules, 
2002, which prohibits employ-
ing women in any capacity in a 

toddy shop. She therefore 
approached the High 
Court and challenged the 
constitutional validity of  
that Rule. The Rules ini-

tially prohibited the 
employment of  
women in foreign 
liquor shops as 
well .  The HC 

struck down the 
prohibition insofar as 

it related to foreign liquor 
shops.

The court said given the facts 
of  the case, it is not possible to 
hold that the Rule is either jus-
tified in principle or is propor-
tionate in nature. “The state 
should ensure circumstances 
of  safety which inspire confi-
dence in women to work wher-
ever they want and choose any 
profession they want,” it said.

J E Y A L A K S H M I  R A M A N U J A M  @Theni

THE manhunt following the 
jailbreak from Thekkampatti 
in Theni district came to an 
end on Wednesday, with police 
managing to nab all 17 prison-
ers within two days of  
their escape.

Police managed to se-
cure 13 prisoners by 
Tuesday night. On 
Wednesday morning, 
police arrested two more 
escapees — Rejin and Pon-
muthu Selvam. The duo were 
taken to the hilly terrain to 
identify their escape route and 
the places where they had 
sought shelter. 

In the evening, Madurai-

based brothers Thirupathi and 
Meenakshi Sundaram, who 
had been on the run since Mon-
day night, surrendered before 
U t h a m a p a l a y a m  D S P 
Chandrasekar.

According to police, the 
brothers fled on a motor-

cycle from the Aranma-
naipudur area in Theni 
and travelled towards 
U t h a m a p a l a y a m . 
Sources said that  

after their escape, they 
reached out to their 

friends using a person’s  
mobile phone in the Amma-
chipuram area in Andipatti 
taluk, and through them, re-
ceived motorcycles, clothes, 
and cash.

Elaborating on the massive 
manhunt by the police, South-
ern Zone IG Vijayendra Bidari 
said the terrain surrounding 
Thekkampatti prison, with 
dense forests and hills, posed a 
major hurdle for the police in 
tracking down prisoners. 

The search operation in-
volved 17 special teams, five 
Special Task Force teams and 
four Tamil Nadu Special Police 
battalions.

Speaking to TNIE, Prisons 
DGP Sandeep Rai Rathore said 
the 17 prisoners who escaped 
from Thekkampatti prison in 
Theni district allegedly exploit-
ed a humanitarian gesture by 
prison guards before attacking 
them and fleeing.

S U B H A S H  C H A N D R A  N  S  @Tadadi

THREE fishermen, who were 
cleaning a fishing boat, asphyx-
iated to death after inhaling 
poisonous fumes emanating 
from rotten fish inside the boat 
at Tadadi port near Gokarna 
on Tuesday evening. 

The deceased, all from Kum-
ta taluk are Naushad Ali 
Raja, Aman Ayub Lan-
gadu and Amir Abdul. 
They died after getting 
into a purse seine  boat 
‘Khuzaina’, owned by 
K h a s i m  f r o m  
Vanhalli, also in Kumta 
taluk.

“They had gone towards Goa 
where they caught a fish vari-
ety called chaman, which gets 
spoilt within 24 hours. The 
catch was big, but their arrival 
at the Tadadi port was delayed 
by a day. By then, the entire lot 
was spoilt,” said Gokarna In-
spector Sridhar S R.

After anchoring the boat, one 

of  the fishermen went to clean 
the fish hold, but collapsed. 
Seeing him faint, four others 
got in. They too fell into the 
cold storage tank, unable to 
bear the pungent odour. They 
managed to get the one who col-
lapsed first out of  the cold stor-
age unit, but could not get out 
on their own.

Acting swiftly, Gokarna 
police arrived at the spot 

and rushed them to a lo-
cal hospital. Three 
were declared dead, 
while Abdul from 
Bhatkuli is battling for 

life.
Local fishermen said Cha-

man, also known as Indian scad 
or Tonka, is not edible, and is 
sent to the factory to make 
powder. 

“When we catch this fish, we 
are careful in how we dispose 
of  it. These people had got a big 
catch. This is the first such in-
cident where fishers have suf-
focated to death,” they added.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kannur 

THE police have registered 51 
cases against underage driving 
in a special enforcement drive 
across police districts under 
the Kannur range. The drive 
was conducted on Tuesday to 
curb the practice and strength-

en road safety enforcement.
The operation was carried 

out under the directive of  Kan-
nur range Deputy Inspector 
General of  Police K Karthick, 
following two fatal road acci-
dents involving young drivers. 
In Cheranalloor, Kochi, a 55-
year-old man was killed when a 

car driven by a 17-year-old boy 
hit the scooter. In Nedum-
bassery, a car driven by a 19-
year-old killed three scooter 
riders. 

Kozhikode Rural recorded 
the highest number of  cases at 
14, followed by Kasaragod with 
13 and Kannur City with 12. 

Kannur Rural recorded six cas-
es, Kozhikode City five and 
Wayanad one. 

“We have issued clear in-
structions to all police districts 
under the range to take strict 
action against minors driving 
vehicles. Both two-wheelers 
and cars driven by minors were 

detected during the drive. 
Those found violating the rules 
included children aged 15 to 
17,” Karthick said. 

He said inspections would 
continue across the districts 
and legal action would be taken 
against those responsible for 
allowing minors to drive. 

DMK seeks HC  
judge-led probe, 
minister’s removal 
Chennai: DMK on Wednesday 
demanded an inquiry led by a 
sitting Madras HC judge into 
the escape of 17 prisoners from 
a sub-jail in Theni and sought 
immediate removal of Law and 
Prisons Minister C T R Nirmal 
Kumar, alleging administrative 
failures. DMK legal wing joint 
secretary & former MLA I 
Paranthamen said suspension 
of nine prison guards and 
officials for alleged negligence 
was insufficient, and 
demanded accountability at 
higher levels

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Verdict in Shukkoor 
murder case on Nov 12

Kochi : The trial in the Ariyil 
Shukkoor murder case, in which 

CPM leaders P Jayarajan and T V 
Rajesh are the 32nd and 33rd 

accused, respectively, concluded 
at the CBI Court in Kochi on 

Wednesday. The verdict will be 
pronounced on November 12. The 

trial began on May 5, 2025, before 
Special Judge Sabarinath of the 

CBI Special Court-III in Kochi. 
During the 17-month-long trial, 41 

witnesses were examined. The 
court has posted the case for 

further hearing, if required, on 
November 9.

2 detonate homemade 
bombs for Instagram 
video, nabbed
Villupuram: Villupuram taluk 
police on Tuesday arrested two 
youths for manufacturing and 
detonating homemade explosives 
at a cremation ground to gain 
attention on Instagram. According 
to police, the incident occurred on 
the night of October 24 in the 
cremation ground area of 
Vazhuthareddi when the two 
allegedly manufactured and 
detonated the explosives while 
singing and dancing, recording the 
act on their mobile phones before 
uploading the clip on Instagram.

No stay on RTI exemption of Vigilance T sections
Kochi: The Kerala High Court on Wednesday declined to stay the 
state government’s notification exempting the Vigilance’s T1 and 
T2 sections from the purview of the Right to Information (RTI) 
Act. It also directed the government to file an affidavit detailing 
the categories of information handled by the two sections. The 
court asked the government to clarify whether details relating to 
vigilance inquiries against public servants fell within the purview 
of these sections. The petitioners contended that the government 
notification exempting the sections from the RTI Act was illegal.

K Surendran @surendranbjp
A Diwali gift for millions of employees and pensioners! The Union Cabinet, under the 
leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri @narendramodi Ji, has approved a 3% in-
crease in DA for Central Government employees and DR for pensioners, effective from 
July 1. This decision will benefit 48.54 lakh employees and 68.71 lakh pensioners, 
strengthening their financial security and bringing festive cheer to their families. 

POST
OF THE 

DAY

PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY
MARINE DEPARTMENT

No.MD/SHS/TECH-16/2026/1346     Date: 23.10.2026
e-Tender Call No�ce (e-TCN) No.MD/SHS/

TECH-16/2026/1225 Dtd.26.09.2026
Name of the work: “Maintenance Dredging of 
Approach Channel, Entrance Channel, Turning 
Circles & Docks of Paradip Port Authority for a 
period of 03 (three) years i.e for the years 2027-
28 to 2029-30 to dredge a quantity of around 4.14 
Million M3 annually.” Estimated cost put to tender: 
Rs.435,41,11,671 excluding GST. Last date & time 
of submission of tender through on-line bidding till 
17:00 hours on Dt.09/11/2026. The technical bids 
shall be opened at 11:00 hours on dt.10/11/2026. 
For further details, please log on to the Website: 
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

Sd/- Deputy Conservator
Paradip Port Authority

PPA/PR/34/2026-2027              dtd. 27.10.2026
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

"e" PROCUREMENT NOTICE NO.- CE&BM, TEL-P1-05/2026-27
��������������������������������������������

32001/1157/2627:  The Chief Engineer & Basin Manager, Tel Basin, Bha-
banipatana (WR Department) on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites Per-
centage rate bid in Double Cover system to be received in on ONLINE MODE 
only for the construc�on of works as detailed in the table below:-

1 Nature of work Civil Works
2 Number of works  01 (One)
3 Approximate amount put to 

tender.
Rs. 7,69,08,428.00/-

4 Class of Contractor ‘A’ & ‘Special’ Class
5 Period of comple�on 9(Nine) Calendar months.
6 Date & �me of availability of 

Bid document in the portal
Dt. 02.11.2026-10.00 hours to 
23.11.2026 up to 17.00 hours

7 Last date & �me of seeking 
Tender clarifica�on.

Dt. 16.11.2026 up to 17.30 hours

8 Last date & �me of Receipt of 
Bids in the portal.

Dt. 23.11.2026 - up to 17.00 hours

9 Date,�me & place of opening 
of Technical bids of Double 
Cover.

Dt. 25.11.2026 at 11.00 hours- in the 
office of the Chief Engineer & Basin 
Manager, Tel Basin, Bhabanipatana

The bidders have to par�cipate in online bidding only. The website for on-
line bidding htpp://www.tendersodisha.gov.in.

Sd/- Chief Engineer & Basin Manager,
Tel Basin, BhabanipatanaOIPR-32001/32317/1/26-27/0010


