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R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

A
S rising smartphone prices 
make new devices more ex-
pensive, consumers are in-
creasingly turning to refur-
bished phones and exchange 
offers to own premium mod-
els. Smartphones priced 

above `50,000 are seeing the fastest 
growth in both trade-ins and refur-
bished sales, according to data from 
Cashify, a platform for buying, 
selling and repairing electronic 
devices. Trade-ins of  smart-
phones priced above `50,000 
have more than quadrupled, 
while refurbished sales in the 
segment have more than dou-
bled. This indicates that consum-
ers continue to aspire to own premium 
devices but are exploring cheaper 
ways to buy them.

New smartphone sales  
under pressure
The shift comes as India’s new smart-
phone market faces pressure on sales 
volumes. Smartphone shipments fell 
26% year-on-year in the July-Septem-
ber quarter of  2026, according to Om-
dia. Counterpoint Research has also 

projected a 12% annual decline in 
smartphone volumes during the fes-
tive season.

According to Counterpoint Re-
search’s latest report, iPhone 18 Pro 
series is seeing uneven demand across 
major markets, with a 29% jump in 
sales in China masking declines in the 
US and Japan. Global sales of  the 
iPhone 18 Pro and Pro Max rose 3.1% 
year-on-year in the first three weeks 
after their September launch, surpass-

ing sales of  the iPhone 17 Pro se-
ries during the corresponding 
period last year.

However, the growth was 
largely driven by China, 
where better product availa-

bility and price increases by 
rival Chinese smartphone mak-

ers helped Apple gain ground. Exclud-
ing China, global sales growth would 
have been significantly weaker, Coun-
terpoint said, highlighting the depend-
ence of  Apple’s latest flagship phones 
on a few markets.

Nakul Kumar, co-founder and chief  
marketing officer of  Cashify, said ris-
ing prices were changing how consum-
ers bought premium smartphones. Re-
f u r b i s h e d  s m a r t p h o n e s  o f f e r 
significant savings. Prices are 26% 

lower for devices in the ‘superb’ grade 
and 36% lower for those in the ‘best 
value’ grade. 

Refurbished iPhones in the superb 
grade are about 25% cheaper than new 
models, while refurbished Android de-
vices are around 31% cheaper than 
their new counterparts.

Cashify recorded a 25% increase in 
smartphone exchange volumes during 
the festive season, while the total value 
of  exchanged devices rose 40%. The 
average trade-in value reached ̀ 15,105. 
Motorola and Google recorded growth 
of  79% and 74%, respectively, in festive 
upgrade and trade-in activity. 

REFURBISHED 
PREMIUM PHONES

Rising smartphone prices push consumers towards Gemini 4 Carbon
with focus on coding and cybersecurity
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G
OOGLE has announced Gemini 4 Carbon, its latest artificial intel-
ligence (AI) model, with improved coding capabilities, advanced 
cybersecurity features and the ability to handle complex tasks that 
may take several days to complete.

The company said the model ranked first on the Artificial Analysis 
Intelligence Index, with a score of  59. It also recorded improvements 
in software development, reasoning and tasks that require AI agents 
to work through multiple steps. Gemini 4 Carbon builds on Gemini 4 
Argon, which Google launched two weeks ago. The company said its 
teams had tested Carbon on complex engineering problems.

GOOGLE LAUNCHES  

In the 
refurbished 
market, the 
iPhone 13 

continues to lead 
in sales

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, 
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR 

(At/Po- Ambapua,  Near Income Tax office, Berhampur-760011, Ganjam, Odisha)
(E-Mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com, Tel No.:- 0680-2404287)

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement 
Bid Identification No. Online Tender /23-2026-27/ BPR 

Identification 
No Name of work No. of 

Works
Approx. Estimated 

Cost (In lakh)
Class of 

Contractor
Period of  

Completion

Online Tender 
/ 23-2026-27/

BPR

Road Works under 
MMSY-CMRL 01 No From Rs. 503.19 

Lakhs
“A” Class or as 

applicable

Period of Comple-
tion as provided 

as per Col. No.5 of 
Annexure of NIT

Procurement Officer Bid Identification No Availability of tender online for bidding 
From  To

Chief Construction Engineer, 
R.W.Circle, Berhampur 

Online Tender/ 
23-2026-27/BPR

03.11.2026
at 10.00 A.M.

13.11.2026
upto 5.30 P.M.

(i)  EMD / Bid Security, Cost of Bid document is to be transferred through Online as per the procedure 
mentioned in the DTCN.  

(ii)  Non-submission of the information/documents through online by the bidder as per the items mentioned 
in the eligible criteria of the DTCN will also liable for rejection of his tender.

Further details & Corrigendum if any can be seen from the website :- www.tendersodisha.gov.in
       Sd/- Chief Engineer, 

OIPR-25001/25071/1/26-27/0043  R.W.Circle, Berhampur

25001/1402/2627


