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Wild elephant electrocuted in Chittoor
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chittoor/Vijayawada

A wild elephant died in agricul-
tural fields near Chukkavari-
palli village in Irala mandal, 
along the Tirupati-Chittoor dis-
trict border, on Saturday morn-
ing. The elephant is suspected 
to have come into contact with 
high-tension power lines and 
died of  power shock. 

Farmers who went to their 

fields on Saturday morning no-
ticed the elephant lying dead 
and alerted the Forest De-
partment officials. The 
incident site had high-
tension electric wires 
running at  a  low 
height, raising suspi-
cion that electrocution 
could have caused the 
animal’s death. The ele-
phant’s body reportedly had 
three marks believed to have 

been caused by contact with 
electric wires.

According to local farm-
ers, three elephants had 

entered the agricultural 
fields on Friday night. 
Wild elephants have 
been frequently mov-
ing through the forest 

areas around Chukkavar-
ipalli and Gubbalavaripalli 

villages in Irala mandal and 
Kakarlavaripalli and Silagondi-

moola areas in Pakala mandal, 
damaging crops and raising 
concern among farmers.

Pawan expresses grief
Deputy Chief  Minister (Forests 
and Environment Minister) Pa-
wan Kalyan has expressed 
grief  over the death of  a male 
elephant. Taking serious note 
of  the incident, he directed for-
est officials to conduct a probe 
into the incident. 

HC directs govt to pay pension dues 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

THE Andhra Pradesh High 
Court has ruled that eligible 
beneficiaries cannot be denied 
pension arrears for periods 
during which their applica-
tions remained pending due to 
administrative delays. 

Justice Konakanti Srinivasa 
Reddy directed the government 
to calculate and pay the arrears 
due to a widow from the date of  

her application, completing the 
process within eight weeks of  
receiving the judgment copy.

The court passed the order 
on a petition filed by Tadisetti 
Tirupatamma of  Upparapalem 

village in Ponnur mandal of  
Guntur district. Her husband, 
Harikrishna, who was differ-
ently abled, died on July 14, 
2023. She applied for a widow 
pension under the YSR Pension 
Kanuka on March 16, 2024.

After the change of  govern-
ment, the scheme was renamed 
NTR Bharosa. Despite meeting 
the eligibility criteria, her ap-
plication remained pending for 
over 10 months. Hence, she ap-
proached the High Court. 

TDP leader, wife die in road mishap
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Srikakulam 

A senior Telugu Desam Party (TDP) lead-
er along with his wife died in a road ac-
cident near Cheepurlapadu on the na-
tional highway at Kotabommali mandal 
in Srikakulam district on Saturday.The 
deceased has been identified as Tippana 
Ramarao (54) and his wife Tippana Par-
vathi (48), residents of  Fazulbegpeta in 
Srikakulam town.  

According to the reports, the couple 
had set out on their bike from their resi-
dence to attend a function at their rela-
tives’ house in Vikrampuram, Tekkali 
mandal. Near Cheepurlapadu, their bike 

collided with a lorry and died on the spot. 
The strong impact threw them onto the 
road, causing severe bleeding and imme-
diate death. Although Ramarao was 
wearing a helmet, it could not save his 
life. Kotabommali police rushed the 
scene and reviewed the situation. 

The bodies were shifted to the local 
hospital for postmortem. Police regis-
tered a case and began investigation. Re-
sponding to the incident Srikakulam 
MLA Gondu Shankar expressed a deep 
shocked and saddened by the untimely 
death of  senior Telugu Desam Party 
leader Tippana Ramarao and his wife in 
a road accident. 

Four youths  
drown in  
two incidents
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada /Parvathipuram-Manyam

FOUR youths drowned in two 
different incidents that oc-
curred in Guntur and Par-
vathipuram-Manyam districts 
in the state on Saturday.  

In the first incident, two 
youths died of  drowning after a 
boat carrying five capsized in 
the middle of  the Krishna river 
at Pathuru village near Tade-
palli on Saturday.  While three 
youths managed to swim to 
safety and reach the riverbank, 
Harish and Arjun, who did not 
know how to swim, went miss-
ing. The police retrieved the 
bodies of  two youth. The bodies 
were shifted to Mangalagiri 
GGH for postmortem. 

In another mishap two youths 
drowned to death while they 
went for bathing in a local pond 
in Markundiputti village of  Ko-
marada Mandal  in  Par-
vathipuram-Manyam district 
on Saturday. 

The deceased were identified 
as Tamarapu Bharat (20) and 
Subhas Aasi (17) of  Akkayya-
palem in Visakhapatnam town, 
said the police.  

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

RED Sanders Anti-Smuggling 
Task Force police seized 61 red 
sanders logs and arrested eight 
suspected smugglers in the Gu-
dur forest range of  Nellore dis-
trict on Friday. 

One tractor and two cars al-
legedly used for transportation 
of  smuggled timber were also 
seized.

According to the Statement, 
the Task Force personnel were 
patrolling the Kondagunta-Me-
kanur route when they heard 
suspicious sounds in the forest. 
On moving towards the source, 
they spotted a group of  people 

near a tractor loaded with red 
sanders logs. Two cars were 
also parked nearby.

The police surrounded the 
suspects and searched the trac-
tor and the surrounding area. 
They recovered 46 red sanders 
logs-24 from the tractor and an-
other 22 from beneath it. 

During interrogation, the 
suspects reportedly revealed 
that additional logs had been 
concealed at another location. 
Police subsequently recovered 
another 15 logs, taking the total 
seizure to 61.

The eight suspects have been 
arrested, and the tractor and 
two cars seized. 

8 red sanders smugglers 
arrested, 61 logs seized

Cyclone heads towards AP coast
U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam

THE developing weather sys-
tem over the Bay of  Bengal is 
likely to intensify into the first 
cyclonic storm of  the year over 
the region by October 26, and 
move towards the Andhra 
Pradesh coast, reaching the 
west-central Bay of  Bengal 
near the coast around the 
morning of  October 28, the In-
dia Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has forecast.

The system, currently a well-
marked low-pressure area over 
the east-central and adjoining 
southeast Bay of  Bengal, is set 
to intensify into a depression 
on Saturday, followed by a deep 
depression on Sunday. It is like-
ly to develop into a cyclonic 
storm by Monday morning as it 
moves west-northwestwards.

The Meteorological Centre, 
Amaravati, has issued a pre-
cyclone watch for Andhra 
Pradesh, and adjoining south 
Odisha coasts. 

While the system’s move-
ment and intensity will become 
clearer as it develops, the fore-
cast points to a spell of  heavy 
rainfall and strong winds 

across Coastal Andhra, partic-
ularly on October 27 and 28.

Rainfall activity is expected 
to be relatively limited on Octo-
ber 25 and 26, with light to mod-
erate rain forecast at isolated 
places across coastal Andhra 
and Rayalaseema. Winds may 
reach 40-50 kmph, with 
gusts up to 60 kmph, on 
October 26.

For Visakhapatnam 
and neighbouring dis-
tricts, the latter half  of  
the forecast period war-
rants close attention. 

The IMD has predicted 
scattered heavy to very heavy 
rainfall, with extremely heavy 
rain at isolated places across 
parts of  coastal Andhra on 
Tuesday and Wednesday.

On October 27, extremely 
heavy rainfall is likely at one or 

two places in Krishna and Bap-
atla districts. Heavy to very 
heavy rain is forecast in East 
Godavari, West Godavari, Elu-
ru, NTR and Guntur districts.

Visakhapatnam, Anakapalli, 
Alluri Sitarama Raju, Srikaku-
lam, Vizianagaram, Kakinada 

and several other coastal 
districts are also likely 

t o r e c e ive  h e av y 
rainfall.

The rainfall outlook 
for October 28 indicates 

a wider area of  concern. 
Extremely heavy rain is 

likely at isolated places in Vi-
sakhapatnam, Alluri Sitarama 
Raju, Anakapalli, Kakinada, 
BR Ambedkar Konaseema, 
East Godavari, West Godavari, 
Eluru, NTR, Krishna, Guntur 
and Bapatla districts. Heavy to 
very heavy rainfall is forecast 

in Srikakulam, Parvathipuram 
Manyam and Vizianagaram 
districts, while Palnadu, Pra-
kasam and Sri Potti Sriramulu 
Nellore are under a heavy rain-
fall warning. The system is also 
expected to bring strong winds 
along the coast. Gale winds 
reaching 70-80 kmph, with gusts 
up to 90 kmph, are likely at iso-
lated places in coastal Andhra 
on October 27 and 28. 

Rayalaseema is likely to ex-
perience winds reaching 40-50 
kmph, gusting to 60 kmph, dur-
ing the same period.

People in coastal districts 
have been advised to follow of-
ficial weather bulletins and lo-
cal administration advisories. 
The sea condition is likely to 
remain rough over the east-cen-
tral and adjoining southeast 
Bay of  Bengal until the morn-
ing of  October 25. 

Conditions are expected to 
deteriorate from October 25, 
with very rough to high seas 
over the central and adjoining 
southeast Bay of  Bengal,  
followed by high to very high 
seas over the west-central  
area of  Bay of  Bengal from Oc-
tober 26 to 28. 

People in coastal districts advised to follow official weather bulletins and local advisories

Heavy rainfall forecast for State on Oct 27, 28
The Meteorological Centre, Amaravati, has issued a pre-cyclone 
watch for Andhra Pradesh, and adjoining south Odisha coasts on 
Saturday. While the system’s movement and intensity will become 
clearer as it develops, the forecast points to a spell of heavy 
rainfall and strong winds across Coastal Andhra, particularly on 
October 27 and 28 as the storm to ahead towards the coast

A total of 51,902 nominations were filed for 9,829 
MPTCs across the State. While 22,013 papers were 
filed by TDP candidates, 20,556 candidates from 
YSRCP filed nominations, said election officials
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