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The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) has ordered the transfer and posting of 10
Chief Commissioners and Director Generals of
Customs and Indirect Taxes with immediate
e�ect. N. Sridhar has been posted as Chief
Commissioner of GST and Central Excise,
Visakhapatnam, on promotion. The other are
K.M. Ravichandran as DG, Export Promotion,
New Delhi; Atul Kumar Rastogi, Chief
Commissioner, CESTAT, New Delhi; and Satyajit
Singh as Chief Commissioner, Panchkula. The
o�cers have been directed to take charge of their
new assignments by November 16, 2026. 

N. Sridhar is new chief of 
GST, Central Excise, Vizag
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SATURDAY, OCT. 31

RISE 05:56 SET 17:26

RISE 22:27 SET 11:07

SUNDAY, NOV. 01

RISE 05:56 SET 17:26

RISE 23:31 SET 12:00

MONDAY, NOV. 02

RISE 05:56 SET 17:25

RISE 00:00 SET 12:46
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vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
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Four persons were arrest-
ed by the MR Peta police
for allegedly attempting to
exchange colour photoco-
pies of ₹500 currency
notes for genuine curren-
cy. The police seized the
photocopied notes with a
face value of ₹66 lakh and a
dummy pistol from the ac-
cused in Visakhapatnam
on Friday.

The arrests were made
during inspections con-
ducted of lodges and ho-
tels as part of security mea-
sures ahead of the local
body elections.

The arrested persons
were identi�ed as P. Kon-
dababu (26) of Araku; B Sai
(25) of Salur; Durga Prasad
(24) of Salur and V. Dinesh
(23) of Parvathipuram Ma-
nyam district.

Addressing a press con-
ference, ACP East Sub Divi-
sion, K. Lakshmana Mur-
thy said that based on
speci�c information about
a suspected currency ex-
change racket operating
from a hotel near Jagadam-
ba Junction, a police team
led by Sub-Inspector A.
Manoj Kumar conducted a
raid and arrested the four
persons.

While searching the
room, the police seized
200 bundles containing
colour photocopies of
₹500 currency notes. Each
bundle contained 66
notes, taking the total face
value of the photocopied
currency to ₹66 lakh. A
dummy pistol was also re-
covered from the bag.

During preliminary in-
terrogation, the accused al-
legedly confessed to being
part of a network involved

in exchanging colour pho-
tocopies of ₹500 notes for
genuine currency. The ac-
cused reportedly worked
in coordination with other
persons.

According to the police,
the arrested persons had
been assigned di�erent
roles in the operation, in-
cluding arranging parties,
transporting the photoco-
pied currency, identifying
potential targets through
photographs, keeping
watch on the surroundings
and facilitating the ex-
change of fake notes for ge-
nuine cash. They allegedly
received monetary pay-
ments for their
participation.

The preliminary investi-
gation also indicated that
similar transactions had al-
legedly been carried out
earlier in Vizianagaram. In-
vestigation is on.

Fake currency racket
busted in city, four held
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A �re broke out at the Vi-
sakhapatnam Port Authori-
ty (VPA) premises on Fri-
day, triggering panic in the
port area. No casualties
were reported.

The �re reportedly
erupted at an under-con-
struction conveyor belt fa-
cility near the J.M. Baxi
Company operations area,
while maintenance work
was being carried out in

the vicinity of a high-vol-
tage transformer.

Huge �ames and thick
black smoke were visible
from several parts of the
port and One Town. Fire
and emergency services
rushed multiple �re ten-
ders to the spot and
launched �re�ghting oper-
ations. Fire personnel
brought the �re under con-
trol before it could spread .
The exact cause of the �re
and the extent of damage
are yet to be ascertained.

Fire breaks out at VPA
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