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Congress seeks police action over alleged 
‘sting operation’ targeting Siddaramaiah

Bengaluru : The 
Karnataka Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
(KPCC) has approached 
senior police officials seek-
ing action over an alleged 
sting operation involving 
Chief  Minister 
Siddaramaiah and other 
Congress leaders.

In a complaint, KPCC 
General Secretary S. 
Manohar wrote to 
Siddaramayya, IPS, the 
Additional Director 
General of Police (ADGP), 
and the Director General 
and Inspector General of 
Police (DG&IGP), 
Karnataka, requesting 
appropriate action in con-
nection with the matter.

The representation refers 
to the alleged “sting opera-
tion” and raises concerns 
over the circumstances sur-

rounding its conduct. It also 
mentions the possibility of 
violations of legal provi-
sions and seeks scrutiny of 
the matter by the police.

The Congress has urged 
the authorities to examine 
the issue and take appropri-
ate action in accordance 
with the law.

BENGALURU : 
Bengaluru residents inter-
ested in investing in over-
seas real estate can explore 
residential properties in 
Dubai at a two-day property 
expo organised by Siddhi 
Enterprises at Taj MG Road 
on October 24 and 25.

The expo brings prospec-
tive buyers, real estate 
advisers and representa-
tives of leading Dubai prop-
erty developers under one 
roof, offering visitors an 
opportunity to understand 
the market and identify 
properties suited to their 
budgets and long-term 
financial goals.

With Dubai attracting 
interest from Indian inves-
tors looking to diversify 
their property portfolios, 

the event features informa-
tion on residential apart-
ments, ongoing develop-
ments, payment plans and 
potential rental income.

Visitors can also interact 
with property experts 
through personalised con-
sultations to understand 
available projects, loca-

tions and investment 
requirements before mak-
ing a decision.Siddhi 
Enterprises, which oper-
ates in Bengaluru and 
Dubai, is offering a Fly-In 
Programme to facilitate vis-
its to shortlisted properties. 
The initiative allows pro-
spective buyers to visit 

developments, interact 
with developers and assess 
locations before commit-
ting to a purchase.

Dubai Property Expo Opens Investment 
Opportunities for Bengaluru Buyers

Rotary launches polio awareness 
drive in Bengaluru

Bengaluru : Rotary District 
3191 organised a series of 
awareness programmes 
across Bengaluru and neigh-
bouring regions on World 
Polio Day on Friday, high-
lighting the importance of 
vaccination and the global 
mission to eradicate polio.

The campaign featured a 
bike rally, a walkathon, a 
cycle rally and educational 
programmes for schoolchil-
dren, with participants call-
ing for sustained efforts to 
ensure that every child 
receives life-saving polio vac-
cine. Around 40 bikers took 
part in a rally from Town Hall 
to Ramanagara, carrying the 
message “End Polio Now”. A 
walkathon from Town Hall to 
Lalbagh attracted nearly 600 
participants, including school 

and college students and 
Rotary members. Another 50 
cyclists participated in a cycle 
rally to spread awareness 
about polio eradication.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Aravind Naidu, chair of the 

Rotary District PolioPlus 
Committee, said the fight 
against polio would continue 
until the disease was com-
pletely eradicated.

“Ensuring that every child 
receives the polio vaccine and 

creating public awareness are 
our primary objectives. 
Rotary remains committed to 
permanently eliminating 
polio from the world,” he said.

Rotary International and 
its global partners have been 
working towards polio eradi-
cation for more than four 
decades. Their efforts have 
reduced polio cases world-
wide by 99.9 per cent. 
However, wild poliovirus 
remains endemic in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
underlining the need for con-
tinued vaccination and sur-
veillance. Rotary 
International has contribut-
ed more than $2.6 billion 
towards global polio eradica-
tion and helped immunise 
over three billion children in 
122 countries.

Bengaluru: Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar has 
approved prosecution of IAS 
officer Gyanendra Kumar 
Gangwar in the alleged ques-
tion paper leak case involv-
ing the Karnataka Public 
Service Commission’s 
recruitment examination for 
veterinary officers. The 
development comes as the 
CID’s Special Investigation 
Team and the Enforcement 
Directorate continue their 
separate investigations into 
the alleged recruitment irreg-
ularities and financial trans-
actions.

In a statement posted on X, 
Shivakumar said the govern-
ment would not tolerate cor-
ruption or any act that jeop-
ardised the future of young 
people. He reiterated the gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
transparency and integrity in 

public recruitment, stating 
that corruption affecting the 
credibility of the selection 
process would not be accept-
ed.The ED’s investigation 
allegedly revealed that the 
examination question paper, 
complete with answers, was 
leaked one day before the 
test. Gangwar, who was 
reportedly the examination 
controller at the time, is 
accused of abusing his offi-
cial position and handing 
over the confidential paper to 
prime accused Basavaraj 
Kannale. According to the 
allegations, Kannale and his 
associates arranged for 

selected candidates to stay at 
a resort outside Bengaluru, 
where they could study the 
leaked questions and answers 
before appearing for the 
examination. The accused 
allegedly organised transport 
to ensure the candidates 
reached their examination 
centres the next day without 
delay.

The alleged price for secur-
ing recruitment was initially 
fixed at approximately Rs 80 
lakh per candidate. Following 
negotiations, the amount was 
reportedly reduced to Rs 30 
lakh to Rs 40 lakh. 
Investigators said advance 
payments were allegedly 
received in cash and through 
bank transfers, while signed 
blank cheques and promisso-
ry notes were collected to 
secure the outstanding 
amounts.

KPSC scam: Shivakumar approves 
IAS officer’s prosecution

Bengaluru: A cooking 
gas cylinder explosion 
at a warehouse in 
Rajarajeshwari Nagar 
left three people, includ-
ing a nine-year-old boy, 
seriously injured on 
Friday morning. The 
injured include Bablu, 
originally from Bihar, 
and Lakshmamma, who 
lives in a neighbouring 
house.

The three victims 
were taken to a private 
hospital for treatment. 
Fire and police person-
nel visited the scene and 
began examining the 
circumstances sur-
rounding the incident.

Bablu, who has report-
edly lived in Bengaluru 
for around 20 years, had 
rented a separate ware-
house to support his 
pani puri business. 

Preliminary informa-
tion suggests that gas 
may have leaked from a 
cylinder inside the 
premises during the 
night.

The leaked gas is sus-
pected to have accumu-
lated inside the closed 
warehouse. When Bablu 
arrived in the morning 
and opened the door, an 
explosion occurred, 
causing serious injuries 
to him and the two oth-
ers. Emergency person-
nel rushed to the loca-
tion after the incident 
and brought the result-
ing fire under control. 

Three seriously injured in cylinder 
explosion at Bengaluru warehouse

CHENNAI : ET BrandEquity.
com, the marketing and adver-
tising platform of The 
Economic Times, will host the 
second edition of Brand World 
Summit South at Taj 

Wellington Mews, Chennai, on 
November 26, 2026. Sponsored 
by Samsung Ads, the summit 
will bring together marketing 
professionals and industry 
leaders to discuss emerging. 

Brand World Summit South to Return for 
Second Edition in Chennai on November 26

BharathCloud, Tatarstan IT 
Park sign AI, cloud MoU

BENGALURU : 
BharathCloud, an Indian 
sovereign AI cloud service 
provider, has signed a 
Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
the High-Technology 
Technopark IT-Park in 
Kazan, Republic of 
Tatarstan, Russia, to pro-
mote collaboration in artifi-
cial intelligence (AI), cloud 
infrastructure, investment 
and cross-border business 
partnerships.

The MoU was signed at 
the second Russia–India 
Business Forum, “TIME: 
Russia–India Mutual 
Efficiency Business Forum 
2026”, which brought 
together businesses and 
industry representatives to 
explore opportunities for 
cooperation in technology 
and digital infrastructure.

The agreement provides a 
framework for the two 
organisations to explore 

joint ventures, facilitate 
business partnerships and 
identify opportunities for 
digital infrastructure col-
laboration. The initiative 
also aims to develop tai-
lored AI and cloud infra-
structure solutions for busi-
nesses across sectors and of 
different sizes.

Rahul Takkallapally, co-
founder of BharathCloud, 
was invited by the 

Government of the Republic 
of Tatarstan to participate 
in the forum’s “IT Bridge: 
Technologies Connecting 
Russia and India” session, 
which focused on opportu-
nities for bilateral coopera-
tion in AI and cloud tech-
nologies.Under the MoU, 
the organisations will 
explore ways to connect 
businesses in India and 
Tatarstan, support compa-

nies operating within the 
IT-Park ecosystem and 
organise industry events, 
training programmes, 
workshops and business 
delegations to facilitate 
knowledge exchange.

The framework also pro-
vides for discussions on 
infrastructure support, 
expert assistance and joint 
projects. BharathCloud has 
proposed the concept of 
“cloud embassies” to 
strengthen cross-border 
digital infrastructure.

“Businesses looking 
beyond their home markets 
need access to the right AI 
and cloud ecosystem and 
local business networks. 
This MoU provides a plat-
form to engage with part-
ners in Tatarstan, identify 
areas of mutual interest and 
explore future opportuni-
ties for Indian and Russian 
technology companies,” 
Takkallapally said.

NU Hospitals Unveils Three Initiatives 
to Strengthen Patient-Centric Care

Bengaluru: NU 
Hospitals, a specialty 
healthcare provider in 
urology, kidney care, fer-
tility, and kidney trans-
plantation, on Friday 
unveiled three initiatives 
aimed at enhancing 
patient care through 
advanced technology and 
digital services. The 
announcements mark a 
significant step in the hos-
pital group's ongoing 
efforts to combine cutting-
edge medical innovation 
with patient-focused ser-
vice delivery.

The initiatives include 
the AMS EDGE Robotic 
Surgical System, the NU 
mobile application, and 
The Link 2024–26, an annu-
al publication document-
ing the hospital group's 
achievements and institu-
tional journey. Together, 
they represent the institu-
tion's commitment to 
advancing clinical excel-
lence, improving patient 

convenience, and celebrat-
ing its organizational 
milestones.

Actor, director, and tele-
vision presenter Ramesh 
Aravind, who attended the 
launch as the chief guest, 
said technology must go 
hand in hand with com-
passion to bring meaning-
ful change to people's 
lives. He commended NU 
Hospitals for taking con-
crete steps toward inte-
grating technological 
advancements with 
patient-focused health-
care, noting that the bal-
ance between innovation 
and empathy is what truly 
transforms the patient 
experience.

Advanced Robotic 
Surgery

The AMS EDGE Robotic 
Surgical System features 
high-definition 3D visual-
ization with more than 
10-fold magnification, a 
four-arm robotic platform, 
AI-assisted imaging, and 
indocyanine green fluores-
cence technology. The sys-
tem is designed to help 
surgeons perform complex 
procedures with enhanced 
visualization, precision, 
and instrument control. It 
also incorporates technol-
ogy intended to support 
telesurgery, opening pos-
sibilities for remote surgi-
cal assistance in the 
future.

Compared with conven-
tional open and laparo-
scopic procedures, robot-
assisted surgery can offer 
greater flexibility and pre-
cision in suitable cases, 
potentially reducing blood 
loss, post-operative dis-
comfort, and hospital 
stays, while supporting 
faster recovery. These 
benefits can significantly 
improve patient outcomes 
and overall surgical expe-
riences.

NU Hospitals Managing 
Director and Senior 
Consultant Paediatric 
Urologist Dr. Prasanna 
Venkatesh M.K. said pro-
viding advanced specialty 
healthcare with patients 
at the center remained the 
institution's foremost pri-
ority. The adoption of 
robotic surgical technolo-
gy would complement the 
expertise of its medical 
teams and further enhance 
the quality of treatment, 
he said.


