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Mumbai: A political storm
erupted after BJP-led BMC de-

leted from its so-
cial media pages
a clip of  actor
Dia Mirza ur-
ging citizens to
shun firecrack-
ers as part of  its

anti-pollution campaign for
Diwali involving celebrities,
following objections by city
BJP chief  Ameet Satam.

The move drew flak as ap-
peals by other celebrities, in-
cluding actors Madhuri Dixit

and Swapnil Joshi and cricke-
ter Ajinkya Rahane, remai-
ned online, and prompted
even BJP’s ally Shiv Sena to
question the selective outrage.
The opposition accused BJP
of  politicising an environ-
mental awareness campaign.

The row escalated after
Mumbai mayor Ritu Tawde of
BJP labelled Mirza “anti-Hin-
du”; questioned the choice of
naming her a campaign am-
bassador; cited her purported
opposition in the past to the
Narmada dam project, Uni-
form Civil Code and a state-
ment by PM Narendra Modi;

and said she would be blacklis-
ted from everything associa-
ted with BJP or Mahayuti. She
said Satam’s post reflected the
position of  all BJP corpora-
tors.

Mirza, who is the UN En-
vironment Goodwill Am-
bassador, told TOI: “Diwali
celebrates the triumph of
light over darkness, know-
ledge over ignorance, and
hope over despair. Why wo-
uld anyone be critical of  a
video the Bombay high co-
urt and BMC have made me
record in public interest?
The video was recorded

with the intention of  encou-
raging a healthier and more
mindful celebration. Air
pollution is a matter of  pub-
lic health, and every effort
towards reducing it is a step
towards a better environ-
ment for all.”

The civic administration
did not issue any public state-
ment on the issue. Celebrities
were roped in for the civic Di-
wali campaign amid rising
pollution levels on Bombay
HC’s nudge. Mirza is learnt to
have recorded and sent a video
to BMC herself, at no cost to
the civic body, after being offi-

cially requested to do so.
BMC posted her clip on

Sunday morning. “While cele-
brating Diwali we should take
care of  the environment & he-
alth. The pollution being cau-
sed owing to firecrackers is
harmful to all of  us. My appeal
to all of  you is that celebrate
Diwali not with noise but hap-
piness,” she said in the video.

In a post on X the same
night, Satam said, “We don’t
need lessons on how to cele-
brate #Diwali from [Mirza].
Our traditions are deeply roo-
ted in our culture.” Soon after,
BMC pulled down Mirza’s clip.

BMC takes down Dia Mirza Diwali clip, sparks row
Richa.Pinto@timesofindia.com

T
o further clarify this as-
pect (state would have
the right to deport a

person out of  India in a given
case) and clarify its stand,
Centre agreed to file an affi-
davit,” the Bombay HC order
said.

The HC said that actor Im-
ran Khan’s counsel V R
Dhond “fairly acknowledged
the limitations of  an OCI
card holder, who is not an In-
dian citizen”. It was hearing
Khan’s challenge to the
FRRO’s “arbitrary” notice.

“You cannot behave like
an Indian citizen. You are not
even remotely associated
with the SIR process,” said
the CJ Tripathi orally to
Khan, via Dhond. “The right
to protest is not even availa-
ble to you as an OCI...” added
Justice Sethna. Dhond said
they were not getting into the
legality of  the constitutional
rights but under Article 21 —
right to life and liberty avail-
able to non-citizens — princi-
ples of  natural justice do ac-
crue.

The CJ asked what Khan
was doing at the protest site
and how he was connected.
“You will have to categorical-
ly make a statement that you
have no association with the
protest... you had no remote
cause... If  an Indian was do-
ing this in another country,
would it have been permissi-
ble or tolerated?” the bench
orally questioned.

Dhond said Khan’s case is

he has no affiliation with the
protest organisers and was
merely passing by and curi-
ous on seeing the protesters.

FRRO’s counsel Singh,
citing a compilation and jud-
gements, argued it was not an
isolated instance and that

Khan “insti-
gated” people
on social
media. “It is a
misleading
statement
that out of  cu-

riosity he went there to
check... He is part of  the pro-
test... The Centre requires no
foundational basis to expel a
foreigner from India,” sub-
mitted Singh.

Khan has been in India
since he was two years old,
for the past 42 years, and
should have been heard, said
Dhond. As public prosecutor
Anjali Helekar pointed to the
FIR against Khan, Dhond
submitted that all offences
are bailable and the actor
was not summoned for any
probe.

Singh said the actor is a
US citizen and Centre is em-
powered to expel him: “It is
the Centre’s discretion. A vi-
sa too doesn’t mean a foreign-
er has rights to enter India.”

The bench remarked,
“This case is purely distin-
guishable... He has on his OCI
registration said he is unem-
ployed.” The judges said to
Khan, “Why don’t you accept
India citizenship? You work
and live here. You make films
here. You are a celebrity. Why

don’t you apply for Indian ci-
tizenship... You have to give a
categorical undertaking that
you will not participate in
any such protest as you are
an OCI... and an uncondition-
al apology... You (Khan) have
everything and recognition
pan India. Your one state-
ment would have decisive im-
pact (on fans).”

The bench orally said,
“It is least expected. You
(Khan) are a responsible
person. Literate and highly
educated. Come from a re-
sponsible family. You have
a great following. Since
childhood you are in India.
And the country has never
raised such an issue
against you in the past...
you cannot behave or be
placed on a par with Indian
citizens.” The bench, on
seeing Centre’s compila-
tion, said, “You cannot say,
‘I was a novice and had no
idea’.” Dhond sought a
copy of  the compilation,
saying they cannot tender
fresh material across the
bar.

The CJ at one point said
smilingly that Khan has lived
here for so long that he “for-
got that perhaps you are an
OCI”. He noted Khan’s apol-
ogy and posted the matter to
Dec 7. The bench orally said
to Dhond: “Must tell your cli-
ent that filing an apology
doesn’t mean it is a green sig-
nal to say or do anything...
You can go to US and cast
your vote and participate in
any protest there...”
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