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IN a rare instance, the Karna-
taka High Court allowed trial 
against a 51-year-old father 
from Mysuru, under Section 
304 Part II of  the IPC (culpable 
homicide not amounting to 
murder) for permitting his 
14-year-old son to drive a car 
that crashed into a two-wheeler, 
claiming three lives, of  a cou-
ple and their son travelling on 
Bengaluru-Mysuru Road, and 
leaving the other son injured.  

“Parents and guardians who 
permit such adventures cannot 
treat the statutory prohibition 
(minors from driving) as a mat-
ter of  convenience, and thereaf-
ter seek complete insulation 
from criminal consequences 
when the foreseeable peril 
turns into catastrophe. The 
steering wheel of  a motor vehi-
cle cannot become a plaything 
in the hands of  a child, nor can 
a public road become the play-
ground for such indulgence,” 
observed Justice M Nagapras-
anna, rejecting the petition 
filed by Nadeem ur Rehman, fa-
ther of  the minor boy. 

Rehman moved the high 
court, seeking to quash the 
chargesheet filed against him 
as accused No. 2 by NR Traffic 
Police in Mysuru, for the of-
fence punishable under Section 
304 Part II of  the IPC in the 
crime registered on the death 
of  the couple Usha (30) and 
Ramesh (40) and their son Mon-
ish (5) at 10pm on December 10, 
2020, near Dandina Maramma 
temple on Bengaluru-Mysuru 
Road. Their other son, Sid-
dharth, sustained injuries. 

Rehman filed the application 
before the sessions court to dis-
charge him from the offence, 

but it was rejected, and there-
fore, he approached the high 
court. 

The petitioner contended 
that his minor son, without his 
knowledge or consent, took the 
car and drove it in a rash and 
negligent manner, resulting in 
the fatal accident. Merely be-
cause the consequences of  the 
accident were tragic, it cannot 
be elevated to culpable homi-
cide, he claimed.  

State Public Prosecutor BN 
Jagadeesha, however, submit-
ted that there is material to in-
dicate that the petitioner him-
self  had handed over the keys 
of  the car to his 14-year-old son, 
and permitted him to take the 
vehicle for a drive. He repeat-
edly permitted his son to drive. 
If  the petition is allowed, it 
would amount to putting a pre-
mium upon conduct fraught 
with foreseeable and potential-
ly fatal consequences, he 
argued. 

The court observed that the 
petitioner cannot seek dis-
charge merely by asserting that 
the child clandestinely took 
aw ay  t h e  ve h i c l e.  T h e 
chargesheet contains state-
ments indicating that the peti-
tioner himself  handed over the 
keys to his minor son and that 
this was not an isolated occur-
rence but had allegedly hap-
pened on earlier occasions as 
well. If  a parent consciously 
places a motor vehicle in the 
hands of  a 14-year-old child, 
knowing fully well that the 
child is legally incompetent 
and manifestly unequipped to 
drive it on a public road, the 
question whether such conduct 
carries with it the requisite 
knowledge of  likely fatal conse-
quences cannot be foreclosed at 
the threshold, the court added. 

Accidents involving minors
The high court stated that sta-
tistics in public domain indi-
cate that during 2025-26, Karna-
taka recorded 751 accidents 
involving minors, out of  an all-
India figure of  11,890, placing 
the state at sixth in the country 
in this category. The figures 
also indicate an over-represen-
tation of  young drivers between 
17 and 23 years of  age in seri-
ous and fatal road accidents. 
What is disquieting is that the 
graph does not appear to be 
bending downwards; it is trav-
elling in the opposite direction. 
The rising incidence of  such 
accidents, therefore, reinforces 
the need for courts to exercise 
circumspection before inter-
dicting a prosecution at its 
t h r e s h o l d ,  w h e r e  t h e 
chargesheet itself  contains ma-
terial, prima facie, indicating 
conscious entrustment of  the 
vehicle to a minor, it said. 

HC: STEERING WHEEL NOT  
PLAYTHING FOR A CHILD
Allows trial of Mysuru man for allowing 14-year-old son to drive car
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MYSURU is all set to witness 
the grand culmination of  
Mysuru Dasara on Wednesday, 
with the iconic Jamboo Savari. 
The highlight of  the Vijayada-
shami procession will be the 
Golden Howdah carrying the 
idol of  Goddess Chamun-
deshwari, the presiding deity 
of  Mysuru, atop elephant 
Prashant. At 54, Prashant has 
18 years of  experience in 
Dasara celebrations and is 
making his debut as the how-
dah elephant this year.

The day’s rituals will begin 
with Chief  Minister D K Shiva-
kumar performing the Nandi 
Dhwaja puja at the Palace be-
tween 1.36 pm and 1.56 pm. The 
Chief  Minister and other digni-
taries will offer flowers to the 
goddess in the Golden Howdah 
between 4.10 pm and 4.35 pm, af-
ter which the procession will 
commence. Twelve elephants, 
brought from forest camps as 
part of  Gajapayana in August, 
have undergone weeks of  prepa-
ration at the Palace. Their train-
ing included daily walks along 
the procession route to familiar-
ise them with crowds, traffic 
and music, besides a special diet 

and physical conditioning.  The 
herd includes elephants such as 
Dhananjaya, Ekalavya, Mahen-
dra, Gopi and Srikanta.

Beyond the elephants, the 
procession will showcase cul-
tural richness through tab-
leaux, folk troupes, traditional 
music and ceremonial forma-
tions. Government depart-
ments, educational institu-
tions, cultural organisations 
and private participants will 
present themes spanning herit-
age, science, industry, social 
harmony and regional identity. 
Among the attractions are tab-
leaux highlighting the state’s 
culinary icons, besides a gal-
axy of  film actors from Sandal-
wood attend the procession.  

The procession will leave the 
Palace through the Balarama 
Gate, proceed along Sayyaji 
Rao Road past KR Circle and 
Devaraja Market, and move to-
wards Bannimantap. The Pal-
ace cavalry, mounted police, 
bands and performers will add 
to the spectacle. The celebra-
tions will culminate at Banni-
mantap with the Panjina Kava-
yathu, or torchlight parade, 
featuring cavalry formations, 
bands and daredevil perform-
ances. A drone show is also 
scheduled for 8 pm.

Jamboo Savari to mark 
end of Mysuru Dasara

Clockwise from left:  Indian Air  Force team performs at Dasara Air  Show in Mysuru on 
Monday; people throng Mysuru ahead of Ayudha Puja; artists give final touches to 
the Dasara tableaux in Mysuru on Monday |  UDAYSHANKAR S

DASARA FIRST CELEBRATED IN PRESENT KOPPAL 
DISTRICT SEVEN CENTURIES AGO
Gadag: Even as the entire state is now celebrating Dasara, its roots 
originate from Hemagudda near Gangavathi of present Koppal district. 
It began at the 700-year-old Durgaparameshwari temple, and was later 
shifted to Mysuru four centuries ago.  This year, a seer from the same 
region – Koppal – inaugurated the Dasara festival at Mysuru, and the 
devotees in Gadag are happy that a seer from North Karnataka opened 
the event.  Historian Sharanappa Kolkar said the Dasara festival was 
being celebrated in Devagiri of Maharashtra, where an official named 
Immadi Simharaya served. Following the fall of the Devagiri kingdom, 
Immadi Simharaya brought this tradition to Kammatadurga in 
Karnataka and initiated the celebration of the festival at the 
Durgaparameshwari temple in Hemagudda. Kolkar said, “After 
Simharaya, his sons Kampilaraya and Gandugali Kumararama 
continued this tradition. Kumararama, the chieftain who ruled 
Kammatadurga from 1290 to 1330 used to invite neighbouring 
chieftains along with their armies to celebrate Dasara.” 
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UNION Minister Shobha 
Karandlaje said on Mon-
day that the youth had a 
crucial role to play in 
transforming India into a 
developed nation, adding 
that their hard work, 
knowledge and creativity 
would be instrumental in 
achieving the goal of  Vik-
sit Bharat. 

She was addressing stu-
dents at a special lecture 
on ‘Role of  Youth in Viksit 
Bharat’, organised by the 
Regional Institute of  Edu-
cation (RIE), Mysuru, on 
Monday. 

Karandlaje urged young 
people to strive for excel-
lence in education, science 
and technology. She also 
called upon the youth to ac-
tively participate in envi-
ronmental protection, pro-
mote national unity and 
engage in social service.

Emphasising the need 
for active youth participa-
tion in the country’s over-
all development, she said 
young people should culti-
vate honesty, discipline and 
a sense of  responsibility. 
Along with pursuing per-
sonal growth, they must 
contribute to the progress 
of  the nation, she added.

India’s goal of  becoming 
a developed nation could 
be achieved by effectively 
harnessing the potential, 
knowledge and creativity 
of  its youth, she said, high-
lighting their importance 
in nation-building.

Youth role 
key for Viksit 
Bharat, says 
Karandlaje

Who is going to stop him (HD Kumaraswamy) if he 
wants to return to state politics? If he wishes, he can 
resign as Union minister tomorrow and become active 
in state politics. Nobody can stop anyone in politics

G Parameshwara, 
Deputy Chief 
Minister 

Union Minister Shobha Karandlaje 
serves food to mahouts and 
kavadis of Dasara elephants in 
Mysuru on Monday |  UDAYSHANKAR S


