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Shimla: The Himachal Pradesh high
court has directed the state govt to im-
mediately stop operating two anti-hail
guns in Shimla district’s Jubbal-Kotk-
hai area for at least a year until a scien-
tific study is available.

The direction came after an affida-
vit filed by the horticulture director in-
dicated heavy rainfall due to the hail
control system operating for more
than an hour. A division bench compri-
sing Chief  Justice Gurmeet Singh
Sandhawalia and Justice Bipin Chan-
der Negi recently issued the directions
based on a suo motu public interest liti-
gation (PIL) regarding the use of  anti-
hail guns at Deorighat and Bareonghat
villages.

The bench observed that the affida-
vit appeared to substantiate the petitio-
ner's concerns that firing anti-hail
guns could push clouds towards adjoi-
ning apple orchards, resulting in ex-
cessive rain and hail in neighbouring
areas. “Thus, it is apparent that the
concerns raised in the representation
stand substantiated,” the bench obser-
ved. Anti-hail guns primarily protect
apple orchards by diverting hail-be-
aring clouds.

The court ordered the govt to issue
instructions ensuring private persons
do not use such guns and to file a com-
prehensive response on concerns rai-
sed by the petitioner, including refe-
rences to alleged adverse effects of  an-
ti-hail guns in Mexico, Romania and
other countries. It also asked the state

to assess whether stopping the guns'
operation benefits surrounding areas.
The bench noted the state govt’s reply
that Dr Y S Parmar University of  Hor-
ticulture and Forestry, Nauni, Solan
district, was conducting a study on the
system, but it will take four years to re-
ach a conclusion

The bench impleaded the universi-
ty through its registrar as one of  the re-
spondents, returnable within four we-
eks. The court had registered the PIL
based on a communication received
from a resident of  Bhamnoli village in
Rohru tehsil of  Shimla district. Accor-
ding to the communication, areas in-
cluding Baghi, Ratnari, Deorighat,
Rohru and Kumarsain in Shimla dis-
trict were reportedly affected by the
operation of  anti-hail guns.

The petitioner alleged these anti-
hail guns generate high-intensity
shock waves that disturb the atmosp-
here and adversely impact livestock,
wildlife and the agricultural ecosys-
tem. The representation further clai-
med that concentrating rainfall and
hail in diverted areas could disturb the
environmental balance and contribute
to natural disasters, including cloud-
bursts. Concerns were also raised abo-
ut noise pollution caused by the repea-
ted use of  the guns. The petitioner also
contended that while these devices
may safeguard specific agricultural or
horticultural areas, they divert clouds
towards other regions, resulting in he-
avier rainfall and hailstorms where
the guns are not installed.

The next hearing is on Dec 8.

No anti-hail guns in
Shimla orchards: HC
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Shimla: Himachal Pradesh
HC has sought district-wise
data on traffic challans pen-
ding before courts and asked
the high court registrar gene-
ral to seek suggestions from
district and sessions judges on
ways to reduce the backlog.

A division bench compri-
sing Chief  Justice Gurmeet
Singh Sandhawalia and Justi-
ce Bipin Chander Negi passed
the directions while hearing a
suo motu PIL concerning the
large number of  traffic chal-
lans pending on govt portals
and in courts.

The court observed that
around 50% of  criminal cases
in Himachal Pradesh’s dis-
tricts were summary cases,
with a substantial portion of
the pendency arising from

traffic challans. The problem
is particularly acute in areas
witnessing heavy tourist in-
flow, as many offenders from
outside the state do not return
to pay their challans.

Taking note of  the issue,
the bench impleaded the re-
gistrar general of  the high co-
urt as respondent. 

The court had earlier ta-
ken note of  the approach Uttar
Pradesh adopted to deal with
old challans. It was reported
that if  the state cannot effect
service for two years, a propo-
sal can be made to withdraw
the prosecution. However, an
affidavit filed by the director
of  transport reasoned that do-
ing so could send a signal that
violations lose significance
with time and may embolden
habitual offenders. The next
hearing is on Dec 7.

HC seeks data on pending
traffic fines, asks judges
for ways to clear backlog
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Shimla: A 40-year-old woman
and her six-year-old daughter
were killed after a Punjab-regis-
tered tipper truck rolled back-

led backwards and fell into a ne-
arly 10-foot-deep pit, crashing on-
to the shanties below.

Rinku Devi and her daughter

Komal Kumari, who were inside
their shanty, died on the spot. The
tipper driver reportedly fled the
scene after the accident. TNN

According to preliminary in-
formation, the tipper, associated
with a crusher unit, was clim-
bing a slope when it suddenly rol-

wards and crashed into shanties
of  migrant workers in the Bathri
industrial area of  Haroli in Una
district Sunday evening.

Woman, 6-year-old daughter killed as truck rolls downhill & into hutments in Una

Shimla: A 10-foot-long king co-
bra rescued from a house in Pa-
onta Sahib on Sept 28 has been
safely released into Khara forest
after being kept under observa-
tion by forest department.

The video of  the snake re-
scue has gone viral on social me-
dia. The snake had entered the
house of  one Gurbaksh Singh
near a petrol pump on Bankua-
Jamniwala Road in Paonta Sa-
hib on Sept 28. Its presence insi-
de the household toilet triggered
panic among family and nearby
residents. On being alerted, lo-
cal snake rescuer Bhupender
Singh reached the spot and safe-
ly rescued the reptile before han-
ding it over to forest department.

Bhupender Singh (49), popu-
larly known as 'Snake Man' from
Punjab’s Mohali, has been living
in Paonta Sahib for nearly three
decades and claims to have re-
scued hundreds of  snakes, with
the aim of  saving them rather
than killing them. TNN

10-foot-long king
cobra rescued from
Paonta Sahib house

Shimla: The Himachal Pradesh educa-
tion department has suspended Bhagat
Singh, lecturer-cum-officiating princi-
pal of  Govt Senior Secondary School,
Thanei, in Chamba district, pending di-
sciplinary proceedings over allegations
of  mental harassment, objectionable re-
marks and financial irregularities.

According to an order issued by As-
hish Kohli, director, school education,
disciplinary proceedings against the of-
ficiating principal are contemplated
over allegations, including harassment
of  staff, making objectionable remarks
in the presence of  staff  and students, de-
manding money from employees and al-
leged misuse of  the Rashtriya Madhya-
mik Shiksha Abhiyan grants and the
Parent-Teacher Association funds.

The officiating principal has been
suspended with immediate effect under
Rule 10(1) of  the Central Civil Services
(Classification, Control and Appeal) Ru-
les, 1965. During the suspension period,
Bhagat Singh will remain attached to
Govt Senior Secondary School, Kwar, in
Shimla district. He has been directed
not to leave the school without prior per-
mission from the controlling authority.

Chamba school
principal suspended
over objectionable

remarks, fund misuse


