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Mumbai: Holding that the
then special officer to former
Chief  Justice Shree Chand-
rashekhar had “misused” his
name to direct withdrawal of  a
list of  selected trustees to a re-
ligious trust in Nashik, Bom-
bay HC has quashed and set
aside a March 14 communica-
tion she had issued.

The former CJ is now a Su-
preme Court judge and the offi-
cer, Anju Shende, a principal
district and sessions judge in
Pune. Justices Girish Kulkarni
and Neela Gokhale Thursday
said they refuse to believe that
the directions contained in the
communication can, in law, be
considered the then CJ’s deci-
sion. They noted that the for-
mer CJ’s name was misused
“for reasons which are not co-
ming forth on record”.

The bench also quashed
and set aside a consequential
order of  Srichand Jagamlani,
then Nashik principal district
and sessions judge, issued on
March 14, withdrawing the list
of  trustees from the website
and staying it.

The judgement was delive-
red on a petition by five selec-
ted/recommended candidates
of  Shree Saptashshrung Niva-
sini Devi Trust. They challeng-
ed Shende’s March 14 commu-
nication, in which she stated
that “in pursuance to the telep-

honic talk at the discretion of
the chief  justice of  the Bombay
HC, it is hereby conveyed that
the list of  recommended trus-
tees... published by your office
must be withdrawn from the
website and kept on hold until
further directions”. 

Jagamlani immediately is-
sued an order saying the list
was withdrawn and stayed till
HC’s further directions.

Senior advocate Anil Sak-
hare, for the petitioners, argu-
ed there is no provision in Ma-
harashtra Public Trusts Act
which allows HC, its CJ or the

special officer to issue such a
communication on the admi-
nistrative side. Senior advoca-
te Sharan Jagtiani, for Shen-
de, said she would not defend
the decision. However, he said,
the decision was not taken uni-
laterally but on the directions
of  the then CJ. Sakhare said
the selection process culmina-
ted in the final list of  trustees
published on March 12 after a
detailed procedure was under-
taken by Jagamlani, as the
trust’s ex officio chairman. It
was at this juncture that Shen-
de wrote to Jagamlani, he said.

Under the trust scheme, fi-
ve of  the seven trustees have to
be appointed by the district
judge. Shende’s March 14 com-
munication referred to the
Maharashtra Public Trusts
(Amendment) Ordinance,
2025, stating that Jagamlani
should have consulted HC. Ho-
wever, HC judges noted that
the relevant section by which
the charity commissioner re-
placed the district judge to ap-
point trustees came into force
only on May 1 and not when
Shende issued the communi-
cation on March 14.

On Oct 27, the judges prima
facie observed that as per es-
tablished practice, an office
submission is required to be
placed before the CJ or the
committee judges for approval
before orders are communica-
ted to the district judge. Jagtia-
ni and advocate Rajesh Datar,
for HC and district judge/cha-
irman, said no such submis-
sion was placed before the
then CJ and his approval was
not taken before issuing the
communication. The judges
refused to accept Shende’s
contentions, made in her affi-
davit, “when everything is be-
ing attributed to” the then CJ
in the absence of  material in
that regard. They said Shende
“acted with gross impropriety
and contrary to law”. “The im-
pugned communication can-
not be sustained,” they said.
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New Delhi: Centre Friday
said it is open to changing
the rules of  Digital Perso-
nal Data Protection (DPDP)
Act and, if  necessary, the
law itself  to eliminate the
possibility of  its applica-
tion becoming an impedi-
ment for journalists and
media houses.

Senior officials at the
ministry for electronics &
information technology sa-
id that sections of  the law,
which have been flagged as
violative of  the constitutio-
nal provisions guarantee-
ing freedom of  speech and
expression, are applicable
to data fiduciaries and they
are not for journalists.

“This law is only on data
fiduciaries—those who ke-
ep and control data. Journa-
lists and media houses do
not come under this catego-
ry,” When told about the
worry among journalists
that Digital Personal Data
Protection Act does not ex-
pressly exempt media hou-
ses, he said, “The rules can
always be amended to allay
any concern on that count.
The rules have the same po-
wer as the law. If  necessary,
we can go a step further to

change the law itself.”
The Digital Personal Da-

ta Protection Act has been
been justified in citing citi-
zen’s right to privacy, the ne-
ed to protect data and in
placing obligations on data
fiduciaries.

Centre’s reaction came
days after the apex court ag-
reed to examine a plea filed
by Digital News Publishers
Association (DNPA) which
represents 21 of  India’s lea-
ding news media organisa-
tions and challenged the va-
lidity of  various provisions
of  the act and rules framed
under it. 

The association alleged
that the law was violative of
the fundamental right to
freedom of  speech and ex-
pression and threatened the
full spectrum of  journalis-
tic activity.

“It is prayed that Sec-
tions 7, 17(2), 18, 19, 27, 29, 36,
37, 44(3) of  DPDP Act and
Rules 16, 17, and 23 of  DPDP
Rules framed under Section
40 be declared void to the ex-
tent they are in contraven-
tion of  fundamental rights
of  the Constitution,” said
the petition.“... The sec-

tions mentioned above fail
to provide any exemption in
favour of  journalistic acti-
vity as a distinct class of
processing, entitled to cons-
titutional protection under
Article 14 and 19(1)(a) of  the
Constitution and threaten
the full spectrum of  journa-
listic activity carried out by
journalists, ground repor-
ters, citizens, whistleblo-
wers, RTI activists, and
other stakeholders, and
strikes at the core of  our de-
mocratic framework and
runs contrary to the basic
tenets of  the Constitution,”
the petition said and added
that publishers, editors, re-
porters and correspondents
will be brought within a re-
gime of  notice and prior
consent, compelled erasure
and verifiable consent, obli-
gations that cannot be re-
conciled with the ordinary
functioning of  the Press.

Officials said that the
the concern about the
DPDP act becoming an im-
pediment for journalists
will be addressed by car-
ving out exemptions for
them in the rules and, if  ne-
cessary, in the law itself.

‘Some Violative
Sections Of Law
Not For Journos’

Govt: Can amend privacy
act, revoke law if needed 

Section 7 of DPDP Act is for data
fiduciaries like banks, telecom
providers and insurance 
companies and media does not
come within its ambit, I&B 
minister Ashwini Vaishnav saidTIMES NEWS NETWORK

Lucknow: SP chief  Akhi-
lesh Yadav Friday took a dig
at Union home minister
Amit Shah over the promi-
se to implement the Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC) in
UP if  BJP returns to office,
saying the announcement
was coming too late.

“Badi der kar di meher-
ban aate-aate,” he quipped
in a veiled swipe at BJP for
not bringing in UCC despite
governing the state for two
consecutive terms and ma-
king the announcement at a
time when the assembly
elections are approaching.

He also accused CM Yogi
Adityanath of  securing
BJP’s victory in the Go-
rakhpur-Faizabad tea-
chers’ constituency at the
cost of  the party losing both
MLC seats in Varanasi.

In another pointed re-
sponse, Yadav targeted the
Yogi Adityanath govt over
its recently revised guideli-
nes governing eligibility
for govt jobs.

Akhilesh
takes swipe
at Shah over
UCC promise

Akhilesh Yadav pays tribute to
freedom fighter Acharya
Narendra Dev on his 137th birth
anniversary at his memorial in
Lucknow, Saturday

Chennai: Coordinated
actions that use abusi-
ve, defamatory or caste-
based language to at-
tack a sitting judge do
not fall under protected
free speech, the Madras
high court has said, ad-
ding: “There is a clear
legal line between criti-
cising a legal conclu-
sion and attacking a
judge who authored it.”

The court also direc-
ted Tamil Nadu Police
not to grant permission
for any public gathe-
ring or march that aims
to personally target, de-
fame or intimidate a sit-
ting judge.

The first bench of
Chief  Justice Sushrut
Arvind Dharmadhika-
ri and Justice G Arul
Murugan passed the or-
ders on Friday on a PIL
moved by R Karthikey-
an seeking to restrain
organisations, inclu-
ding Tamil Nadu Tho-

wheed Jamaath and Ta-
mil Nadu Muslim Mun-
netra Kazhagam, from
organising demonstra-
tions relating to judici-
al proceedings and per-
sonally targeting cons-
titutional courts and
sitting judges. The
bench added: “If  a per-
mitted assembly turns
into a personal attack,
the officers concerned
shall end the event im-
mediately and take app-
ropriate legal action.”

The dispute traces
back to a judgement de-
livered on June 25 by a
Madurai bench of  the
court which declared as
unconstitutional a 2024
GO passed by Tamil Na-
du’s govt that allowed
individuals who con-
verted to Islam from
Backward Classes,
Most Backward Clas-
ses, Denotified Commu-
nities, or Scheduled
Castes to claim the sta-
te’s 3.5% reservation for
Backward Class (Mus-
lim) communities.

HC: Abusive, defamatory
or caste-based attack on

judge not free speech
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Patna: Bihar educa-
tion minister Mith-
lesh TiwarySaturday
said his department
has directed all educa-
tional institutes to
strictly enforce a for-
mal dress code for
teachers and non-
teaching staff, while
expressing concern
over the use of  DJ dur-
ing entertainment pro-
grammes on campus.

In a letter issued
Friday, education de-
partment direc-
tor (administra-
tion) Vijay Ku-
mar Pandey
asked all district
officers to ensure
that staff  attend
schools in formal at-
tire during teaching
and office hours.

Tiwary said, “I
asked officials to en-
sure that all schools and
other educational insti-
tutes in the state strictly
follow a formal dress
code for teachers and
non-teaching staff. Be-
sides, the use of  DJ and
disco during entertain-
ment activities on cam-
pus is not permitted.”

There must be a
sense of  discipline
within the school
premises, he said. “As
the saying goes ‘Vidya
Dadati Vinayam’ (edu-
cation instils humili-
ty), a teacher’s beha-
viour, conduct and at-
tire matter greatly to

students. They look at
their teachers as role
models,” Tiwary said.

The letter said in-
structions had earlier
been issued by the de-
partment to ensure
dignified conduct and
disciplined behaviour
during activities in
schools and other edu-
cational institutes.
“However, reports re-
ceived from various
sources indicate that
these instructions are

not being strictly
followed on a large
scale. This is a
matter of  serious
concern,” the edu-
cation depart-
ment said in the

letter to district offi-
cers. There are reports
that teachers and non-
teaching staff  come to
schools in casual
dresses, such as wear-
ing jeans and T-shirts,
despite earlier instruc-
tions, it said.

The department al-
so flagged concerns
over the use of  DJ in
programmes on school
premises, saying such
activities undermine
the dignity of  an edu-
cational institute and
the teaching profes-
sion. Only disciplined
and dignified pro-
grammes, organised
on special occasions in
accordance with the
academic calendar, are
permissible, it said. PTI

Bihar tells school
staffers to dress
formal, bars DJs

New Delhi: More than 100 can-
didates from the economically
weaker section (EWS) category
have been allotted postgradua-
te medical seats in the open ca-
tegory under the self-financed
quota in private colleges, whe-
re tuition fee for some courses
can be up to Rs 2.1 crore over
three years. 

The allotments were made
in the first round of  NEET-PG
2026 counselling, according to
the seat allotment list. The list
records the candidates’ catego-

ry as EWS while the allotted se-
at category was open and the
quota was mentioned self-fi-
nanced merit seat.

Among those allotted seats
was a candidate with NEET-PG
rank of  79,396, who secured MS
obstetrics and gynaecology at
Padmashree Dr DY Patil Medical
College, Navi Mumbai, where
the three-year tuition is around
Rs 2 crore. Another candidate,
ranked 71,263, was allotted MD
radio-diagnosis at Raja Rajeswa-
ri Medical College, Bengaluru,
where the three-year tuition is
around Rs 1.8 crore. Candidates

Rs 60 lakh for MD paediatrics,
amounting to Rs 1.8 crore over
three years at that rate. These
figures relate to different aca-
demic years and are not confir-
med 2026-27 fees.

The colleges where such al-
lotments were made include
Mahatma Gandhi Medical Col-
lege and Research Institute,
Pondicherry; Meenakshi Me-
dical College, Kanchipuram;
Bharati Vidyapeeth Medical
College, Pune; Sri Devaraj Urs
Medical College, Kolar; San-
tosh Medical College, Ghazia-
bad among others.

circumstances warrant closer
scrutiny, though the high fee by
itself  does not establish any in-
eligibility or wrongdoing,” the
faculty member said. The fi-
nancial burden of  PG medical
education in private colleges
can be substantial. Official fee
schedules show that annual tui-
tion for some MD/MS courses
can reach Rs 60-70 lakh, taking
the three-year tuition bill to Rs
1.8-2.1 crore, excluding hostel
and other charges.

For instance, Sri Siddhart-
ha Medical College’s 2025-26 fee
schedule lists annual tuition of

mandatory, but for self-finan-
ced seats, the ability to pay mat-
ters more than rank, said a se-
nior faculty member at a govt
medical college.The faculty
member also pointed out that
EWS eligibility is based on an
annual family income of  less
than Rs 8 lakh. “When a candi-
date claiming EWS status takes
admission to a self-financed
medical seat where the three-
year course fee can run into
crores of  rupees, it raises ques-
tions about the verification of
EWS certificate and a candida-
te’s financial eligibility. The

had listed these colleges and co-
urses in their counselling choi-
ces and were allotted seats ba-
sed on their preferences and
rank. They can retain the seat,
seek an upgrade or exit.

A person familiar with NE-
ET-PG counselling said candi-
dates may apply under EWS ca-
tegory hoping to secure a clini-
cal seat in a govt medical college
through reservation. However,
if  their rank is not competitive
enough for such a seat, some
may opt for self-financed seats
in private colleges.

NEET-PG qualification is

Over 100 EWS candidates allotted open PG seats in pvt colleges with fees up to `̀2cr
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