
THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI / MEERUT
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 20268 TIMES REGION

New Delhi: Samajwadi Par-
ty functionary and 10-time
MLA Azam Khan moved Su-
preme Court on Monday
challenging his arrest by ED
on stepping out of  Rampur
jail after Allahabad HC gran-
ted him bail in the last of  the
95 cases which were slapped
on him after BJP came to offi-
ce in Uttar Pradesh in 2017.

Advocate Mohd Niza-
muddin Pasha told a bench
of  CJI Surya Kant and Justi-
ces Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana that the ED’s arrest
in a 2019 case -- in which the
FIR itself  was registered 13
years after the allegations
about land purchase transac-
tions for Jauhar University
from farmers -- was illegal.

Though the bench initial-
ly asked Khan why he did not
move Allahabad HC, it agre-
ed to list the matter for hea-
ring. Khan said he was for-
ced to move SC because of
“blatant illegality of  his ar-
rest including manner and
timing and the gross abuse
of  process and mala fide ex-
ercise of  power whereby the
machinery of  criminal justi-
ce system is used for political
ends to keep an opposition le-
ader indefinitely in incarce-
ration, particularly on acco-
unt of  the approaching as-
sembly elections in UP”.

Seeking invocation of  the
Supreme Court’s exclusive

Article 142 powers for grant
of  interim bail, Khan said
since 2017, he has been made
an accused in 95 criminal ca-
ses, including the ED case.
He has been acquitted in six
cases, and three cases were
closed after his complicity
could not be proved.

“He has been convicted in
six; in four of  these, his sen-
tence has been suspended
and/or his conviction stay-
ed, and in the other two, the
sentence of  two years has be-
en undergone. The remai-
ning 80 cases are pending tri-
al. The clear pattern that
emerges is that whenever the
petitioner is about to be rele-

ased, a fresh case is registe-
red or revived, and he is so-
ught to be kept behind
bars,” Khan’s lawyer said.

The 78-year-old Khan,
who has been a UP cabinet
minister besides being a
member of  both Rajya Sab-
ha and Lok Sabha, complai-
ned that he was illegally ar-
rested in a seven-year-old
ECIR from gate of  Rampur
district jail on Oct 31 witho-

ut providing him with the ar-
rest memo or written gro-
unds and reasons for arrest.

Khan said while being
lodged in Rampur jail, ED
had questioned him relating
to the case and recorded his
statement under PMLA and,
hence, there was no basis for
agency to arrest him again
and seek judicial custody.
“Timing of  my arrest is
wholly mala fide and politi-
cally motivated,” the SP lea-
der said, claiming that he
suffered from serious kid-
ney, urinary and other age-
related ailments. And that he
had spent more than five ye-
ars in prison since Feb 2020.
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It said restriction on man-
ufacture and sale of
crackers in Delhi would

continue after Diwali. 
“We are also conscious of

the fact that the celebration
of  Deepawali has a reli-
gious, social, psychological
and emotional connotation

among peo-
ple, creating
a positive at-
mosphere of
hope, welfare
and prosper-
ity. That be-

ing said, allowing the envi-
ronment to degrade, which
results in a health hazard to
all living beings, defeats the
very purpose of  the festivi-
ties, and the celebrations
would be rendered nugatory.
All parties before us are ad
idem on the fact that burst-
ing of  firecrackers is con-
tributing enormously to pol-
lution in Delhi/National
Capital Region,” aSC bench
of  Justices M M Sundresh

and Prasanna B Varale said.
The bench, however, did

not favour a complete ban on
firecrackers. “Though im-
position of  a blanket ban
seems to be the ideal solu-
tion, we are of  the opinion
that this court, at this point
in time, is short of  adequate
data to decide whether or not
a complete ban would be the
best solution to solve the
problem of  environmental
pollution, caused by burst-
ing firecrackers,” it said.

SC directed district col-
lectors/commissioners, in
consultation with the super-
intendent of  police con-
cerned, to identify and des-
ignate locations in the NCR
to facilitate the sale of  green
crackers and banned online
selling of  firecrackers. 

“We direct the concerned
authorities to mandate all
manufacturers and traders
of  firecrackers in Delhi-
NCR to furnish a monetary
security, which shall be a
handsome amount, as deter-
mined by them.”

‘No manufacture &
sale of crackers in
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The checks are part of
Delhi’s winter pollu-
tion-control measures,

which took effect on Nov 1 and
are scheduled to remain in
force till Jan 31 next year. Po-
lice have put up signboards at
border points to inform mo-
torists about the restrictions.

ADCP Singh said the
checks “will continue until
AQI returns to normal lev-
els”. Tuesday, therefore, may
bring another delay at the
border. Unless police change
strategy, the expressway is
likely to see the border, in fact,
choke every day for the period
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) is in force. Conges-
tions themselves contribute
to pollution. Delhi’s air quali-
ty, incidentally, went into ‘ve-
ry poor’ on Monday for the
first time this season.

“Traffic personnel have
been stationed at the border
round the clock to manage the
situation,” said Singh.

BS VI-compliant vehicles

with a valid pollution under
control certificate (PUCC),
CNG and electric vehicles,
and those covered by specific
exemptions are allowed into
the capital, subject to applica-
ble rules. Petrol and diesel ve-
hicles registered outside Del-
hi that do not meet BS-6 stan-
dards are barred. Interstate
diesel buses below BS-6 are al-
so prohibited. Even BS-6 vehi-
cles need a valid PUCC.
Trucks not destined for Delhi
are required to use the East-
ern or Western Peripheral
Expressways or other alter-
native routes. 

Tractors and jugaad vehi-
cles will not be allowed either.
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Heavy traffic jams at Delhi's
Ghazipur border as strict winter
pollution curbs come into effect
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SP leader Azam Khan speaks to media after walking out of Rampur
District Jail following his release in Rampur on Saturday


