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CHIEFMINISTERSukhvinder
SinghSukhuonTuesday inau-
gurated and laid foundation
stones for 36 developmental
projects worth Rs 419.90 crore
under the Bhattiyat Assembly
constituency of Chamba dis-
trictduringhisvisittoChowari.

The projects, belonging to
theJalShaktiandPublicWorks
departments, are aimedat im-
provingdrinkingwater supply,

sewerage infrastructure, flood
protectionand roadconnectiv-
ityintheconstituency.Heinau-
guratedeightJalShaktiDepart-
ment projects, including a Rs
60.78-crore lift water supply
scheme, covering several vil-
lages, aRs 19.19-crore sewerage
scheme for Chowari townand
floodprotectionworksworthRs
4.19 crore in Jatroon, Trimath
andSalohvillages.

Otherinauguratedschemes
includewater supply projects
in Samote and adjoining vil-

lages, Sarna and nearby areas,
and remodelling of irrigation
schemes.

Sukhu also laid foundation
stonesforsevenJalShaktipro-
jects,includingaRs31.46-crore
sewerage system for Sihunta
and adjoining areas, water
supplyschemesworthRs34.07
croreandfire-fightingsystems
for Kakira, Chowari, Sihunta
andSamote.

Under the PWD, five road
andbridge projectswere inau-
gurated, including the upgra-

dationofChowari-JotRoadfor
Rs 20.34 crore and the con-
structionofabridgeoverNarel-
luenallahontheSihunta-Jolna
KhasRoad.

Foundation stones were
also laid for 14 PWD projects,
including several link roads, a
new PWD Circuit House at
Chowari costing Rs 9.68 crore
andacombinedofficebuilding
at Sihunta costing Rs 21.99
crore.Sukhusaidthestategov-
ernmentwill launchthe 'Muk-
hyamantri Ka Apna Parivar

Sukhi Parivar Yojana' from
nextmonth to provide finan-
cial assistance of Rs. 1,500 per
month to eligible women be-
longing to poor families.
"Under the scheme, 300 units
of free electricity per month
and free medical treatment
through health insurance
cardswouldalsobeprovidedto
the beneficiaries. Around
20,000 women of 10,000 eli-
gible families of the Bhatiyat
constituencywill benefit from
thescheme,"he said.
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HimachalPradeshGovernor
Kavinder Gupta on Tuesday
awarded degrees to 648 stu-
dents during the 12th con-
vocationceremonyoftheCa-
reer Point University in
Hamirpur,officials said.

Addressingthegathering,
Gupta called upon the fresh
graduates to utilise their
knowledgeandskillstobring
positive social changes and
contributemeaningfully to
nation-building.

Congratulating the grad-
uates, medal winners, par-
ents and faculty members,
Guptasaidtheprivateuniver-
sitymade a significant con-
tributiontoexpandinghigher
education in the rural areas,
a statementsaid.

Guptaalsoappreciatedits
initiativesforcommunityde-
velopment, including the
adoption of 100 villages, the
'Mera Gaon, Mera Teerth'
campaign,andeffortstopro-
moterurallivelihoods,health
awareness and local prod-
ucts.

Referring to the univer-
sity's 'VigyanDarshan' initi-

ative, he emphasised the
need to connect students
with scientific thinking, re-
searchandinnovation.

"Success should not be
measuredmerely by a good
salary, position or recogni-
tion. Its real value lies in the
positive difference knowl-
edgeandactionsmakeinthe
livesofothersandintheprog-
ress of the nation," the gov-
ernorsaid.

He also urged the stu-
dentstoremainconnectedto
their villages, culture and
roots while using education
to address societal chal-
lenges.

Referring to the vision of
'Viksit Bharat', he said that
universitiesinHimachalPra-
deshshouldpromoteinnova-
tion and research in areas
such as agriculture, tourism,
environment conservation,
technology and entrepre-
neurship, linking academic
knowledgewith local needs
andpublicwelfare.

The governor also re-
leasedtheuniversity'sannual
report, unveiled a book on
millets and felicitated the
winnersofamilletfestivalon
theoccasion.
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