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Telangana declares 365 mandals
drought hit, Bandi alleges bias 1n list

The Telangana govem-
ment has declared 365 mandals in 31
districts a5 dronght-affectad i view
of adverse seasomal condirions,
inclnding deficient reinfsll during
the 2026 monsoon, even as Union
Minister of State for Home Bandi
Samjay Fumar allegad injustice m
the selection and the CPI demandad
that the entire state be declared
drought-hit. According to G O Ms
¥o 03 issued by the BEevemns
Disaster Management Department
on October 24, 111 mandals have
been classified as severely affectad
and 234 as moderately affected
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District Cellectars have bean told o
start relief measures, monitor the sit-
uation, safegusrd drinking water
supphy and assist affectad paople. In
a statement cm Wednesday, Bandi
Sanjay said several mandals with
large ramfall deficits, especially in
the Karimmagar Lok Sabha con-
stizency, had been left cut, and
called the selection unscientific. Ha
said even mandals with a 35 per cent
deficit had been excluded despite
bamren fields and drinking water
shortages, and cited the Husnabad,
Vermilawada, Sircilla, Manakondur,
Choppadandi and Huzurabad seg-
ments. He ssked whether rainfall,
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crop loss, cultivated area, soil mois-
ture and groundwater had been
assessed umiformly, demandad that
the dara and criteris be made public
and sought the inclusion of aligible
mandals after examining farmers'
complaints. He said drought declara-
tiens should rest on ground realities
and not politics, and wamed of sar-
ous consequences for any mjustice
to fammers and the poor. CPI state
secretary and MLA Fonammeni
Sambasiva FRao, addressing
reporters at Makhdoom Bhavan with
W % Bose and M Balanarsimha, said
El Nino had caused severe condi-
tions and the state should sesk cen-

Congress Seva Dal to

tral fimds. He demanded crop-loss
compensation, emnployment, fodder,
drinking water and essentials for
affected families, and a monthly
allowance of at leas: Bs 15,000 for
unorganised workers who lose their
livelibood. He said CPI laaders
would tour droughe-hit districts on
Movember 3 and 4 and stage dhamas
at  district  headguarters  om
MWovember 10, and warned of
proests against hoarding and black
marketing of essentials. He also
urged cwrbs on risimg prices of
essential commodities and drinking
water, and said the party would raise
these issues with the Chief Mimister.
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hold Blood donation
camp on October 31

Jangaom district beadquarters on October
31 to mark the death annrversary of for-
mer Prime Minister Indira Gandhi_

Jangaon, October 25;
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The Congress Seva Dal will

Telangana Pradesh Congress

Govemor launches
60-day anti-drug drive

derabad, Oer 28 (TN

Telangana Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla on Wadnesday
wrged young people to stay
away from drugs and called
for a collective effort to build
a haalthy, drug-free
Telangana, ammovmeing a 60-
day special awarsness cam-
paign from Children's Day on
November 14 to National
Youth Day oo Jamuary 12
Addressing 8 Nasha Mkt
Bharat = awarspess — pro-
gramme organised by the
Telangana branch of the
Indian Rad Cross Society and
the M55 Cell of Osmania
University  at Tagore
Auditorium, he said the suc-
cess of a developed India and
Telangana dependad on the
health and discipline of the
youth. Drug abuse not cnly
mins individuals buer also
Iurts families and endangers
the fiturs of young pecple,
he said He said the campaizn
should reach every aduca-
tional instintion in the state.
The Governor said he had
suggested to the state govem-
menit that an anti-drug pledge

be made compulsory for sn-
dents &t the time of admis-
sion 1o schools and collages.
He asked mstitutions to hold
seminars, rallies, exhibitions
and conmsslling sessioms dur-
ing the campaign, extend
activities to all 33 districts
and make students ambassa-
dors of the canse. Calling for
compassion, he said addicts
needed medical care, coun-
selling and family sapport
rather than Iumiliation or
social ewchision He noted
that Red Cross membership
im the state had crossed 1.28
lakd, with over 16 lakh ragis-
trations in the Junmior and
Youth Red Cross wings.
Special Chief Secrstary to

the Governer M Dana
Kishore said youth nmst lead
the movement. The Governor

unveiled posters, adminis-
tered a pledge to students,
opened 2 blood donation
camp and flaggad off a rally
from Tagore Auditorun to
Arts College, in which over
1,200 srudenrs, WSS volumtears
and Red Cross members
ware expected to taks pam
Ormanias University Vice-Chan
cellor Prof Kumar Molugara
attended. Later, the Governor
s [0 release the book Pancha
Parivartan, which deals with
family values, smviromment,
social harmony, Swadeshi
and civic values, &t SanskTiti
Comnmmnity Bhavan.
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anise a bleod domation c at the
oE s Seva Dal vice-president Mankala Dasu

said Indira Gandhi’s courage, patri-
otism and commitment to public
service would comtimie to inspirs
generations. Recallmg her sacrifice
for the unity and integrity of the
naticn, he urgad Comgress workers
to upkeold ber ideals, suppert the
poor and weaker sections, safeguard
constimtional values and work for
the party’s principles. Mr Dasu
described blood donation as a noble
Iumanitarian service that could
save lives and appealed to people to
participate in the camp and other
puiblic welfare activitiss.

He paid mibutes to Indira
Gandhi and called upon people to
carry forward her legacy of service
and dedication to the nation.
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