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Pure Politics & Economy

CPI(M) councillor of  KMC, clai-
med that the KMC had no elected
council and the civic body’s for-
mer chairperson Smita Pandey
had been appointed its admini-
strator after the House’s dissolu-
tion on June 8.

The single bench had on Octo-
ber 29 refused to goive an interim
stay as prayed for by the petitio-
ner. 

Aggrieved by the refusal, Das
moved the division bench.

The petitioner also sought an in-
terim order of  stay of  operation
of  the delimitation notification
and to restrain the SEC from issu-
ing any notification calling an
election to the KMC.

Our Political Bureau

Kolkata: The Calcutta High Co-
urt on Friday restrained West
Bengal Election Commission
(WBSEC) from proceeding with
Kolkata Municipal Corporation
(KMC) elections, until a single
bench disposes a pending plea on
municipal ward delimitation.

On Friday, the Division Bench
of  Justice Sabyasachi Bhattacha-
ryya and Justice Arjun Roy ruled
that the notification announcing
the dates for KMC polls would not
be issued by WBSEC unless the
matter is settled by the single-jud-
ge bench of  Justice Hiranmay
Bhattacharyya.

The Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration (KMC) has undertaken a
revision of  municipal ward bo-
undaries ahead of  the upcoming
civic polls. Accordingly, the num-
ber of  wards in the civic body
may rise to 209 from 144.

A petitioner has challenged the
delimitation exercise, seeking a
declaration that the entire exer-
cise of  determination of  the
number of  KMC wards is void
and the quashing of  the Septem-
ber 11 notification.

Petitioner Dipu Das, a former

MATTER TO BE SETTLED

Notification
announcing
dates for KMC

polls will not be issued
by WBSEC unless the
matter is settled by the
single-judge bench: HC

Calcutta HC Restrains
WBSEC From Proceeding
With Kolkata Civic Polls

Jai Balaji to Invest
`̀6k cr in Bengal

Our Political Bureau

Kolkata: Jai Balaji Group has
proposed an investment of  aro-
und ̀̀ 6,000 crore in West Bengal
over the coming years, with a fo-
cus on specialised steel for rail-
ways, defence & aerospace app-
lications, precision enginee-
ring, aluminum & copper alloys

& its downstream pro-
ducts, conventional &
renewable energy.

The proposed ex-
pansion was announ-

ced following the unveiling of
the West Bengal Investment
Promotion Policy, 2026 on
Thursday in Kolkata. 

The project is expected to ge-
nerate more than 20,000 addi-
tional employment opportuni-
ties, the group said in a state-
ment. The group said its plans
reflected confidence in the sta-
te’s industrial potential and
the business environment be-
ing promoted by the
new government.

The proposed ex-
pansion will be the
production of  speci-
alised alloy and high-
grade steel for defen-
se applications,
along with high-pre-
cision materials and
components for the
railways & aerospa-
ce industry.

department is coordinating the policy-
related work. In addition, the state go-
vernment is also preparing a separate
tourism and GCC policy. “The state go-
vernment, in collaboration with CII,
will conduct a stakeholders’ consulta-
tion workshop on November 16-17,” a se-
nior Bengal government official told ET.

On November 16, a closed-door round-
table discussion will take place to dis-
cuss the startup ecosystem of  the state,
sources said. On November 17, represen-
tatives from several companies, inclu-
ding BEL, Brandworks Technologies,
CESC and Cognizant, DVC, GRSE, Infi-
nity and ITC, are expected to attend B2B
meetings with startups.

Draft for New WB Startup
Policy in Final Stages

Jayatri Nag

Kolkata: As the West Bengal govern-
ment completes six months, the draft po-
licy for a new state startup policy is in
the final stages.

The draft policy will be sent to a Group
of  Ministers (GoM).

Chief  minister Suvendu Adhikari un-
veiled the West Bengal Investment Pro-
motion Policy, 2026, on Thursday.

Various industry stakeholders, inclu-
ding startups from Bengal and other sta-
tes, are likely to be consulted ahead of  fi-
nalising the policy.

The draft policy has given emphasis on
funding and technical support for the in-
dustry, among other things. The MSME

Draft policy has put
emphasis on funding
and technical support 

The CM also described the
state government’s plans for
the forthcoming religious fes-
tivals in the state.

“We have taken the initiative
to decorate Chandannagar in
Hooghly district and Krishna-
nagar in Nadia district speci-
ally for the forthcoming Ja-

gaddhatri Puja...
We have also taken
the initiative to de-
corate Nabadwip

and Shantipur in Nadia dis-
trict and Cooch Behar special-
ly for the Ras Purnima festi-
val,” he said.

The state has declared this
year’s Gangasagar Mela an in-
ternational fair. 

“Preparations have already
started for it. I will also parti-
cipate in religious activities at
the abode of  Lord Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu,” the CM said.

CM Announces `̀1k-cr Corpus
for Renovation of Old Temples

Jayatri Nag

Kolkata: West Bengal chief
minister Suvendu Adhikari
on Friday announced the crea-
tion of  ‘Tirtha Kshetra Circu-
it’ or ‘Pilgrimage Circuit’,
with a `̀1,000-crore corpus for
the renovation of  old Hindu
temples in the state, to be utili-
sed over a period of  two years.

“The ancient temples will be
renovated by religious insti-
tutions and even by the pub-
lic,” the chief  minister said at
the inauguration of  a commu-
nity Kali Puja in Nadia dis-
trict on Friday.

Adhikari cited examples of
work already undertaken by
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di in Kedar Dham, Badrinath
Dham, Ayodhya Dham, Bena-
ras and Ujjain Mahakal.

ISTOCK

‘TIRTHA KSHETRA CIRCUIT’ PLEA ON MUNICIPAL WARD DELIMITATION

Plea Seeking
Tata Sons
Listing Filed
in Bombay
High Court

Our Bureau

Mumbai: A writ petition filed
before the Bombay High Court
has sought directions to the
Reserve Bank of  India (RBI) to
ensure that Tata Sons lists its
shares on the BSE and NSE,
and the removal of  Tata
Trusts chairman Noel Tata
from his positions in the trusts
if  he or other trustees obstruct
the proposed listing.

Tata Sons wasn’t available
for a comment.

According to the filing at the
Bombay High Court, Rohini
Amin and L Ramnathan have
filed a joint writ petition on
November 5. The petition na-
mes Tata Sons, N Chandrase-
karan, Saurabh Agarwal, Ha-
rish Manwani, Anita M Geor-
ge, Noel Tata, Venu Shriniva-
san, Darius Khambata,
Bhaskar Bhatt, Sidharth H
Sharma as respondents. 

The plea also names all the
trusts that constitute the Tata
Trusts, regulators including

RBI and Sebi, the Re-
gistrar of  Compani-
es, the Charity Com-
missioner and even

the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) as respon-
dent parties.

The court website shows the
case at the pre-admission sta-
ge. Nedumpara & Nedumpara,
representing the petitioners,
told ET that a division bench
headed by the Chief  Justice
has directed the listing of  a
writ petition (lodging number
38839/2026) filed by Rohini
Amin and others for a hearing
on December 2, and that, in the
meantime, a copy of  the peti-
tion be served on the respon-
dents.

The petitioners have argued
that Tata Sons, classified as a
core investment company
(CIC) in the upper layer of
non-banking financial compa-
nies (NBFCs), is required to
list under the RBI’s scale-ba-
sed regulatory framework. 

Airtel Says
Industry should
Make Heavy Data
Users Pay More
New Delhi: Bharti Airtel Fri-
day told analysts its prepaid
tweaks are only a trial run,
and that sustained growth in
average revenue per user (AR-
PU)—a key growth metric—
will need a sector-wide shift in
how data is priced.

Asked on the Q2 FY27 ear-
nings call whether its August
intervention was a step to-
wards fixing the industry’s
pricing architecture, Shash-
wat Sharma, MD and CEO of
Bharti Airtel, said the pro-
blem was structural. The sec-
tor, he said, has “a very flat ar-
chitecture and very low AR-
PUs.” “You’re giving away un-
limited usage, and you’re not
monetising consumption in a
way. Data in that sense is not
charged properly.”

The withdrawal of  the `̀299
plan move, he said, was “more
of  an experimentation on our
own base to keep moving AR-
PUs up,” while “the architec-
ture correction is a much bro-
ader correction that is requi-
red in the industry.”

Airtel’s India mobile ARPU
rose to ̀̀ 271 from ̀̀ 264, helped
by premiumisation and an
extra day in the quarter. Our
Bureau


