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Farmers to protest on Oct 17 seeking fair prices for sugarcane 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 

@ Belagavi

FARMER leaders have warned 
of  a protest at Channamma Cir-
cle in Belagavi on October 17, 
demanding fair prices for sugar-
cane, a complete waiver of  agri-
cultural loans, immediate dis-
bursement of  pending drought 
relief  and the fulfilment of  oth-

er long-pending demands by the 
State and Union governments. 
Addressing a press conference 
at the government guest house 
in Belagavi on Monday, farmer 
leader Ravi Patil said the gov-
ernments must take immediate 
steps to address the growing fi-
nancial distress of  farmers. He 
warned that farmers would 
launch an agitation if  their de-

mands were not met.  Demand-
ing a revision of  the Fair and 

Remunerative Price (FRP) for 
sugarcane for the 2026-27 crush-
ing season, Patil said the State 
government should announce a 
State Advised Price (SAP) to en-
sure remunerative returns to 
sugarcane growers. The rising 
costs of  agricultural labour and 
chemical fertilisers have signifi-
cantly increased the financial 
burden on farmers, making it 

necessary for the government to 
intervene and ensure fair prices, 
he said. The farmer leaders also
demanded the immediate re-
lease of  pending drought relief
for 2023-24 and compensation for 
agricultural losses caused by 
the drought in 2026. They called
on the government to declare all 
taluks across the districts of  
Karnataka drought-affected and 

extend relief  to farmers facing 
crop losses. Seeking comprehen-
sive financial relief  for the farm-
ing community, Patil demanded 
a complete waiver of  agricultur-
al loans and the creation of  a re-
volving fund of  Rs 10,000 crore 
to support farmers. He also 
urged the governments to imple-
ment the recommendations of  
the Dr MS Swaminathan Com-

mission and provide legal back-
ing to the Minimum Support 
Price (MSP) to protect farmers 
from market fluctuations and 
ensure remunerative returns 
for their produce.  Among their 
other demands, the farmer lead-
ers sought seven hours of  day-
time electricity supply to rural 
areas and regular single-phase 
power supply at night. 

Ravi Patil addresses the press conference 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Three youths injured by kite thread on Kapileshwar flyover

Belagavi: Three youths riding two-wheelers sustained injuries after getting entangled in kite-
flying manja on the Kapileshwar flyover in Belagavi on Sunday evening, triggering concern among 
motorists. According to reports, the youths were travelling on their motorcycles when they came 

into contact with a broken piece of manja lying across the flyover. The sharp string caught the 
riders, causing injuries to their hands, mouths and noses. One of the youths reportedly suffered a 
serious injury to his nose and was taken to a nearby hospital for treatment.The incident created 
panic among motorists using the flyover. Passers-by rushed to help the injured youths, provided 
them with water and removed the dangerous string from the road. Fortunately, a major accident 
was averted despite the presence of a large number of people, as Sunday was a weekly holiday.

The incident has once again raised concerns over the continued use and clandestine sale of 
banned kite-flying manja in the city. Despite police action against its sale, the hazardous string is 

reportedly still being used in several areas, including Kapileshwar, Mahadwar Road and Gandhi 
Nagar.The latest incident comes close on the heels of the death of a youth from Gandhi Nagar 

reportedly caused by a manja-related accident, raising questions about enforcement measures.

A shocking incident has come to light at Bookanakere village in KR Pet taluk, where a 16-year-old girl and her 
boyfriend allegedly murdered her grandmother for opposing their relationship. The deceased, Mahadevamma 
(50), was the wife of late Nagegowda. The accused are her 16-year-old granddaughter, a first-year Pre-
University Course (PUC) student, and her boyfriend, Akash (28), a resident of Belathur village in the same taluk.


