
 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   18 4 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 27 21 LC
Italy (Rome) 22 9 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 23 16 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 29 24 SNY
Maldives (Male) 29  29 LR
Mauritius (Port Louis) 29 22 SNY

Singapore 30 27 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 17 7 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 17 4 SNY
Thailand (Bangkok) 33 25 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 16 11 LC
UAE (Dubai) 33 28 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 32 23 LR
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Magnitude-6.1
quake hits o� Tokyo, no tsunami 
alert, weather agency reports

09 KOZHIKODE

Eisenkot gets 67 
nods but Herzog 
seeks more talks
Liberman signals ultra-Orthodox compromise 
while Israel prez cites mutual vetoes in blocs

JERUSALEM

ISRAELI President Isaac Her-
zog said on Friday that he 
would hold further talks with 
party leaders before deciding 
who can form the next govern-
ment, despite opposition leader 
Gadi Eisenkot receiving the 
backing of  67 lawmakers, The 
Times of  Israel reported.

Herzog said representatives 
of  factions totaling 67 lawmak-
ers had recommended Eisenkot, 
while factions totaling 46 
backed Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu. 

But he said the outcome was 
not as clear-cut as the numbers 
suggested, citing “mutual ve-
toes” between and within the 
political blocs. Herzog said he 
would seek to clarify the situa-
tion “directly and quickly” 
through personal talks with 
some party leaders before as-
signing the mandate to form a 
government on Sunday.  

Liberman shifts on Haredim
A potential new route emerged 
Friday after Yisrael Beytenu 
leader Avigdor Liberman sig-
nalled he was willing to com-
promise on his long-standing 
opposition to working with ul-
tra-Orthodox Jewish parties, 
AFP reported. 

Liberman, who has cam-
paigned against exemptions 
from Israel’s mandatory mili-

tary service for the ultra-Or-
thodox, said removing Netan-
yahu and avoiding new 
elections were among the 
most important goals. 

“It is time to compromise and 
understand that trying to have 
everything risks getting noth-
ing,” Liberman said, adding 
that this included the issue of  
the conscription law.

Ultra-Orthodox hold key
United Torah Judaism, which 
has seven seats, refused to rec-
ommend Netanyahu to Herzog 
but did not endorse Eisenkot. 

Its decision could leave room 
f o r  a  f u t u r e  c o a l i t i o n 
arrangement.
  UTJ and the other ultra-Ortho-
dox party, Shas, together hold 13 
seats, potentially giving Eisenkot 
a crucial path to power if  they 
can be brought into an alliance.
 UTJ lawmaker Yaakov Asher 
welcomed Liberman’s shift, say-
ing the party’s rabbis would as-
sess any formal proposal.

Israeli  President Isaac Herzog

Trump, Qatar emir push to avert Iran war
WASHINGTON/TEHRAN

US President Donald Trump 
has discussed efforts to de-esca-
late tensions in the West Asia in 
a telephone call with Qatar’s 
emir as the region remained on 
edge over the possibility of  re-
newed US military action 
against Iran. Meanwhile, Iran’s
foreign minister held 
discussions with his 
Egyptian counter-
part, part of  an ongo-
ing flurry of  diploma-
cy as Iran’s neighbors 
in the region push for 
a negotiated settlement rather 
than a new round of  war.

The telephone call between 
Trump and Qatar’s Emir Sheik 
Tamim bin Hamad al Thani 
centered on international ef-
forts to end tensions, according 
to a statement from the Qatari 
ruler’s media office. The two 

discussed in particular Qatar’s 
mediation efforts aimed at 
reaching “a comprehensive 
agreement that ends the crisis 
and achieves security and sta-
bility in the region.”

Qatar has been mediating be-
tween the United States and 
Iran to end the war. Qatar and 
other US-allied Gulf  Arab coun-

tries came under 
heavy fire by Iran ear-
lier in the US-Iran 
war and have been 
anxious to avoid a 
new escalation that 
could leave them vul-

nerable to attacks. During the 
call, Sheik Tamim “stressed the 
importance of  continuing dia-
logue and adopting diplomatic 
means to resolve disputes, spar-
ing the region further escala-
tion, and ensuring freedom of  
maritime navigation and the se-
curity of  energy supplies.” 

Iran FM-Egypt diplomacy
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Badr Abdelatty stressed the 
need to prioritise diplomatic 
solutions during a telephone 

call with Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Abbas Araghchi. Abdelat-
ty urged flexibility and com-
promise to avoid escalation, 
while Araghchi also spoke with 
Turkey and Gulf  leaders on re-
gional developments and mari-
time navigation.

3 ships reported hit in Hormuz
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said in a statement carried by 
state media Friday that two oil 
tankers caught fire in the Strait 
of  Hormuz, a day after Tehran 
claimed five other tankers had 
similar fates. 

“Two violating oil tankers -- 
one east of  the Strait of  Hor-
muz and the other within the 
Strait itself  -- that attempted to 
transit via an unauthorised 
route struck mines,” the IRGC 
the ideological arm of  Iran’s 
military, said in a statement 
carried by state TV. AP

US President Donald Trump and Qatar ’s 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani

WASHINGTON

A federal judge late on Thurs-
day blocked the Trump admin-
istration from breaking ground 
on a towering memorial arch 
for 14 days. The temporary re-
straining order by US District 
Judge Tanya Chutkan halting 
the work represents a major set-
back for one of  Donald Trump’s 
most prominent projects in his 
vision to remake Washington.

The decision followed a series 
of  steps taken earlier Thursday 
by the government, including 
the final approval of  the arch by 
the National Capital Planning 
Commission in an 8-4 vote after 
a 9 ½ hour hearing where 
scores of  witnesses opposed.

Federal judge 
orders 14-day 
delay on Don’s  
memorial arch

Japan unveils emergency 
cybersecurity package

TOKYO: Japan unveiled a 10 billion yen emergency 
cybersecurity package Friday, including artificial 

intelligence and rapid-response cyber teams, after a 
wave of data breaches hit major companies and 

government agencies.

UK, Pakistan boost security 
cooperation

ISLAMABAD: Britain and Pakistan agreed to 
strengthen cooperation on counter-terrorism, 

organised crime and illegal migration following a 
visit by UK Security Minister Dan Jarvis, the British 
H igh Commission said on Friday. Jarvis held talks 
with senior Pakistani ministers, military and law-

enforcement officials on regional security, 
including Afghanistan. Talks focused on 

operational cooperation, information sharing and 
disrupting criminal and terrorist networks.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Two violating oil tankers -- one east 
of the Strait of Hormuz and the other 

within the Strait itself -- that 
attempted to transit via an 

unauthorised route struck mines

IRGC (the ideological arm of Iran’s military)


