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Former Rajya Sabha member 
V. Vijayasai Reddy has reiter-
ated plans to launch a new 
political party in Andhra Pra-
desh, saying preparations for 
its name, flag and agenda are 
progressing. Describing his in-
tended role as similar to that of 
Shiv Sena founder Bal Thack-
eray, he said political power 
should belong to the younger 
generation, particularly Gen Z. 

In a social media post on the 
occasion of the Dasara festiv-
ities, Vijayasai Reddy said the 
party’s name, flag and agenda 
were being finalised. Dismis-
sing attempts to discourage 
him from entering politics in-
dependently, he said such cam-
paigns would not deter him 
from pursuing his plans.  He 
said the proposed party would 
emerge as a challenge to what 
he termed the dominance of 
two family-based political 
parties in Andhra Pradesh. 
His stated objective, he added, 
was to identify and groom ca-

pable new leaders in every As-
sembly constituency, creating 
opportunities for a new gener-
ation of political leadership. 

“Power belongs to Gen Z, 
while my role will be that of Bal 
Thackeray,” he reiterated in his 
post, signalling that he envis-
ages himself as a founder 
and guiding force rather 
than positioning himself as 
the face of a youth-led politi-
cal movement. Vijayasai 
Reddy’s announcement 
comes after his separation 
from the YSR Congress Party 
following the 2024 general 
elections and subsequent 
political developments. He 
later resigned from the party 
and said he was turning his 
attention towards agricul-
ture. 

Speculation about his join-
ing another political party 
followed, but he dismissed 

such reports and indicated that 
he preferred to establish an in-
dependent political platform. 
His latest statement suggests 
that the proposed party is 
moving towards the prepara-
tory stage.

METRO INDIA NEWS | AMARAVATI 

The Srisailam project’s inclu-
sion in the World Book of 
Records is a matter of pride 
for the people of Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana, State 
Energy Minister Gottipati 
Ravi Kumar said on Tuesday, 
citing the dam’s engineering 
strength, hydropower gener-
ation capacity and contribu-
tion to irrigation and 
drinking water supply. 

In a statement, the Min-
ister said the multipurpose 
reservoir had served the two 
Telugu States for decades, 
withstanding heavy floods 
while meeting the drinking 
water needs of lakhs of 
people and supporting irriga-
tion across lakhs of acres. He 
said the reported recognition 
highlighted the project’s im-
portance beyond power gen-
eration, particularly its role in 
managing Krishna river 
waters and supporting re-
gional development. 

Minister Ravi Kumar said 
the Pattiseema project, im-
plemented under the fore-
sight of Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu, had im-
proved the scope for using 

Srisailam reservoir water to 
meet the needs of Rayala-
seema. 

Through Pattiseema, ap-
proximately 500 TMC of 
water had been supplied to 
the Krishna Delta so far, he 

said. This arrangement had 
provided greater flexibility to 
utilise Srisailam waters for ir-
rigation and drinking water 
requirements in Rayalaseema 
while meeting the needs of 
farmers in the Krishna Delta. 

The Minister said the pro-
ject demonstrated the impor-
tance of efficient water 
management and long-term 
planning in distributing avail-
able resources according to 
regional requirements. 

He added that Srisailam 
continued to be a vital multi-
purpose infrastructure pro-
ject for both Telugu States, 
contributing to power gener-
ation, agricultural activity 
and drinking water supply. 
Its reported recognition, he 
said, underscored the signifi-
cance of major water projects 
in meeting the region’s long-
term needs.
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Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu 
and Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister Vijay held talks in Ama-
ravati on Tuesday on key 
inter-State water-sharing is-
sues, including the release of 
Krishna river water to Chen-
nai under the Telugu Ganga 
project and the proposed 
Godavari-Krishna-Cauvery 
river-linking initiative. 

The meeting at the Chief 
Minister’s Camp Office as-
sumed significance amid 
concerns over the shortfall 
in Krishna water supplied to 
Tamil Nadu against its allo-
cation this year. The dis-
cussions were expected to 
focus on ensuring drinking 
water supplies to Chennai 
and exploring ways to im-
prove the utilisation of avail-
able river water. 

This was Vijay’s first offi-

cial visit to Andhra Pradesh 
after assuming office as 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister. 
He arrived at Gannavaram 
airport from Chennai by 
special aircraft, where Mu-

nicipal Administration Min-
ister Ponguru Narayana and 
senior State officials re-
ceived him on behalf of the 
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment. 

Vijay subsequently visited 
the Kanaka Durga temple 
atop Indrakeeladri in Vijaya-
wada and offered prayers. 
Temple officials welcomed 
him with purna kumbham.
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Andhra Pradesh’s AYUSH 
medical services have re-
corded significant growth 
during the first six months of 
the current financial year, 
registering 16.22 lakh out-
patient (OP) visits and 9,230 
inpatient (IP) admissions, ac-
cording to the State Health 
Department. 

The OP visits account for 
65% of the total recorded dur-
ing the entire previous finan-
cial year, while IP admissions 
have reached 71% of last year’s 
total, reflecting an expansion 
in the delivery of AYUSH ser-
vices, the department said. 
Staff attendance has also im-
proved from 79.32% to 81.89%. 

The department attributed 
the progress to measures 
taken under the supervision 
of Health Minister Satya 
Kumar Yadav, including im-
proved medicine availability, 
medical camps in rural areas, 
recruitment of doctors and 
strengthening of hospital in-

frastructure. 
To improve access in re-

mote and rural areas, medical 
camps are being conducted 
twice a week. Officials are 
identifying dispensaries that 
lack doctors or remain closed 
and appointing in-charges to 
ensure uninterrupted ser-
vices. Quality AYUSH medi-
cines are also being made 
available to patients. 

Recruitment under the Na-
tional AYUSH Mission in-

cludes 12 homeopathic doc-
tors and three Unani doctors. 
The department conducts re-
view meetings every Tuesday 
to monitor outpatient ser-
vices and assess progress 
against targets. 

Four major AYUSH medi-
cal colleges and teaching hos-
pitals, comprising one 
Ayurveda and three homeo-
pathy institutions, are provid-
ing healthcare services. These 
include Dr Gururaju Govern-

ment Homoeopathic Medical 
College and Hospital in Gudi-
vada and teaching hospitals 
attached to government 
Ayurveda and homeopathy 
colleges. 

The institutions have con-
ducted 21,420 laboratory tests, 
148 X-rays and 475 ECG exam-
inations to improve diagnostic 
access and facilitate timely 
treatment. 

The State has secured ap-
proval for  185.75 crore under 
the National AYUSH Mission, 
described by the department 
as the highest approved allo-
cation in its history. Of this, 
 38.18 crore was utilised dur-
ing the first six months of the 
current financial year. 

An additional allocation of 
approximately  22 crore has 
been sanctioned under the 
State Annual Action Plan for 
2026–27. The funds are being 
used to expand services, re-
cruit medical personnel and 
improve infrastructure, 
AYUSH Director Ronanki Go-
palakrishna said. 
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