
THE TRIBUNE06 CHANDIGARH | SATURDAY | 7 NOVEMBER 2026HIMACHAL PRADESH

Tribune News Service

Shimla, November 6 
An upbeat Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on
Friday termed the Supreme
Court verdict in the long-
pending Bhakra Beas Man-
agement Board (BBMB)
arrears case a major victory
for Himachal Pradesh, assert-
ing that his government
would continue to fight for
the state’s legitimate rights
and resources.

Talking to mediapersons in
Chamba, Sukhu said the
Supreme Court had finally
decided the 15-year-old dis-
pute over Himachal’s pend-
ing dues from the BBMB in
favour of the state. Under the
verdict, Himachal is entitled
to nearly 55 crore million units
of power, which will be sup-
plied over the next 20 years.

Explaining the financial
implications of the decision,
the Chief Minister said that
even if the power was sold at
an average rate of Rs 6 per
unit, it could generate rev-
enue of around Rs 500 crore
annually. However, he
expressed confidence that

the state could earn substan-
tially more by securing better
rates in the power market.

Citing the government’s
recent power-sale agreements,
Sukhu said Himachal had
managed to sell electricity to
Rajasthan at Rs 15.50 per unit,
Kerala at Rs 14.50 and Tamil
Nadu at Rs 13.50 per unit.
Going by these rates, he said,
the state could earn an addition-
al revenue of nearly Rs 1,000
crore from the sale of power.

Maintaining that the
BBMB verdict was not the
end of the government’s
efforts, Sukhu said his gov-
ernment would now intensi-
fy its legal battle to impose
water cess and secure the
return of the Shanan hydel
project at Jogindernagar in
Mandi district from the
Punjab government.

He said his government had
taken every challenge to its
logical conclusion, including

the BJP’s alleged attempts to
destabilise the Congress gov-
ernment and the fight to
secure Himachal’s legitimate
rights under the Kishau Dam
agreement.

Describing the BBMB ver-
dict as the fourth major
achievement of his govern-
ment, Sukhu also referred to
the Wildflower Hall hotel, the
JSW matter and the Kishau
Dam agreement, saying
these reflected his govern-

ment’s political will and
determination to protect the
state’s interests and assets.

Taking a dig at the previous
BJP government, he alleged
that the former double-
engine government had
failed to effectively pursue
Himachal’s rights. He said
the present government’s
victories were not personal
achievements but a victory
for the people of the state.

“I am not willing to compro-
mise when it comes to
Himachal’s interests,” Sukhu
said, adding that the people
had entrusted him with the
responsibility of protecting the
state’s resources and assets.

The Chief Minister also
recalled the political chal-
lenges faced by his govern-
ment, alleging that the BJP
had attempted to destabilise
the democratically elected
regime by engineering defec-
tions involving six Congress
MLAs. However, he said, the
people of Himachal had reaf-
firmed their faith in his gov-
ernment, which had contin-
ued to fight for the state’s
interests with sincerity and
commitment.

No single govt
can claim

credit: BJP
Shimla, November 6 
Welcoming the Supreme Court
verdict in the BBMB arrears
case in favour of Himachal
Pradesh, the BJP on Friday said
the achievement could not be
credited to any single govern-
ment, as successive regimes
had pursued the state’s rights
over several decades.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, BJP MLA and state chief
spokesperson Randhir Sharma
took exception to Chief Minis-
ter Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu’s
attempt to claim exclusive cred-
it for the legal victory. He said
the detailed implications of the
judgment could be assessed
only after examining the com-
plete court order.

Sharma pointed out that the
BBMB matter had been pend-
ing before the Supreme Court
since 1996 and successive gov-
ernments, irrespective of their
political affiliations, had
worked to secure Himachal’s
legitimate dues. — TNS

Sukhu vows to intensify fight for state’s rights after BBMB victory
After SC verdict on arrears in HP’s favour, CM promises to push water cess, Shanan project battles

Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu addresses mediapersons in Chamba district on Friday.
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Shimla, November 6 
Public Works and Urban
Development Minister
Vikramaditya Singh on Fri-
day hailed the Supreme
Court verdict upholding
Himachal Pradesh’s 7.19
per cent share in the Bhakra
Beas Management Board
(BBMB) as a historic victory
for the state.

Addressing a press con-
ference, he said the legal
battle was initiated in 1996
under the leadership of
former Chief Minister
Virbhadra Singh, who pur-
sued the state’s claim
under the Punjab Reorgan-
isation Act, 1966, with the
support of then Prime Min-
ister PV Narasimha Rao
and Sonia Gandhi.

He credited the present
government, led by Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu, for consistently pur-
suing the case and securing
the favourable verdict.

Vikramaditya Singh said
the construction of Bhakra-
Nangal, Pong Dam and oth-
er projects on the Beas had
displaced people from
Bilaspur and other areas.
While many families were
rehabilitated in Rajasthan
and Haryana, several of
their legitimate demands
and rights remained unre-
solved. He said the govern-
ment would continue pur-
suing these claims through
legal and administrative
channels.

The Public Works and
Urban Development Minister
also reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to secur-
ing Himachal’s share in
Chandigarh and resolving oth-
er pending inter-state issues,
besides protecting the state’s
rights over water, forests and
land. Congratulating the near-
ly 75 lakh people of Himachal
Pradesh, he said the Supreme
Court verdict would strength-
en the state’s economic inter-
ests for generations to come.

A historic win for hill
state: Vikramaditya

Subhash Rajta
Tribune News Service 

Shimla, November 6 
For a cash-strapped
Himachal Pradesh, the
Supreme Court’s November
6 verdict on its long-pending
power arrears could hardly
have come at a more oppor-
tune time. By directing Pun-
jab and Haryana to supply
11,973 million units (MU) of
electricity over 20 years, the
court has opened up a signif-
icant revenue opportunity for
the hill state, which has been
grappling with mounting
financial pressures.

The state government esti-
mates that selling the addi-
tional power at rates of Rs 13-
14 per unit could generate
substantial annual revenue,
potentially in the range of Rs
800 crore or more, depending
on market prices and the
quantum available for sale.
The electricity will be sup-
plied during the lean season,
between October and March,

when power demand and
market rates can offer
Himachal an opportunity to
secure better returns.

The verdict assumes partic-
ular significance as the state
grapples with the financial
impact of the discontinuation
of the Revenue Deficit Grant
(RDG) by the Centre. The
annual loss of around Rs
8,000 crore has created a sub-
stantial gap in the state’s
finances. Himachal’s Budget
for 2026-27 has consequently
declined by over 6 per cent,
from Rs 58,514 crore in 2025-
26 to Rs 54,928 crore.

Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu said the addi-
tional revenue would
strengthen the state’s finan-
cial position and help acceler-
ate development works.

The dispute dates back to
the reorganisation of Pun-
jab in 1966, when areas
accounting for 7.19 per cent
of the erstwhile state’s pop-
ulation became part of

Himachal Pradesh. The
state subsequently claimed
a corresponding share in
the assets and power gener-
ated by the Bhakra-Nangal
and Beas projects.

After filing a suit in the
Supreme Court in 1996,
Himachal secured a
favourable judgment in 2011,
which upheld its entitlement
to a 7.19 per cent share. While
the state began receiving its
share prospectively from
November 2011, the retro-
spective arrears remained
unresolved for years.

The November 6 verdict
has now settled the imple-
mentation dispute by provid-
ing for the supply of the out-
standing electricity over 20
lean seasons. The court also
adjusted Rs 420.77 crore
towards Himachal’s share of
historical capital costs, leav-
ing a net balance of approxi-
mately 11,973 MU. Himachal
will have to pay the applica-
ble BBMB charges for each

tranche received. 
Calling it a historic day for

the state, Industries Minister
Harshwardhan Chauhan
credited the Chief Minister’s
determination and the gov-
ernment’s decision to
engage experienced legal
counsel. He said successive
governments had pursued
the case, but the present gov-
ernment had taken it forward
with particular urgency
through sustained legal con-
sultations and efforts.

Advocate General Anup
Rattan said an important
aspect of the verdict was that
the electricity would be sup-
plied during the October-
March period. This would
allow Himachal to sell surplus
power when market rates
were favourable. He pointed
out that the state was already
selling its equity power from
the SJVN project to Tamil
Nadu, Kerala and Rajasthan
at rates ranging between Rs
13.50 and Rs 15.50 per unit.

A power windfall after 60 yrs: Verdict could
add hundreds of crores to hill state’s coffers

WILDFLOWER HALL: A PRIZED ASSET
BACK IN STATE CONTROL: After nearly 25
years of litigation, the state regained pos-
session of the iconic Wildflower Hall hotel
at Chharabra in March 2025. The Oberoi
Group has now secured a fresh 35-year
operating licence through an e-auction,
with the arrangement projected to gener-
ate nearly ~2,000 crore in revenue for the
state over the licence period.

KARCHAM-WANGTOO: 18% FREE POW-
ER SECURED: The SC upheld Himachal’s con-

tractual entitlement to 18 per cent free pow-
er from the Karcham-Wangtoo hydropower
project after the company challenged the
higher share. The ruling restored the state’s
claim to the additional power beyond the ini-
tial 12 per cent entitlement, strengthening
its long-term royalty earnings.

KISHAU DAM: ~800-CRORE LIABILITY
AVOIDED: Under the revised inter-state
arrangement for the Kishau Multipurpose
Project, Himachal has secured relief from
bearing an estimated ~800 crore construc-

tion liability. The state will retain its entitle-
ment to power, with the potential to earn
over ~1,200 crore annually once the proj-
ect becomes operational.

POWER ARREARS: 11,973 MU OVER
20 YEARS: The latest Supreme Court verdict
directs Punjab and Haryana to supply 11,973
million units of electricity to Himachal over
20 lean seasons. The settlement gives the
state an additional source of power that can
be sold to other states, potentially generat-
ing hundreds of crores in annual revenue.

FOUR BIG WINS, FOUR NEW REVENUE STREAMS

Nurpur, November 6
The District Child Welfare
Committee (CWC), Kangra,
based at Dharamsala, has tak-
en suo motu cognisance of the
suspicious death of a woman
and sought a detailed report
from the police on the safety
and welfare of her two infant
daughters, aged around one
year and three months.

The matter came to the com-
mittee’s notice through a video
circulated on social media,
which highlighted the pres-
ence of the two young children
following their mother’s death.

Taking note of their vulner-
ability, the CWC has written
to the Superintendent of
Police, Dehra, and the Station
House Officer, Jwalamukhi,
seeking a detailed report on
the circumstances surround-
ing the woman’s death, the
present whereabouts and
condition of the children,
their care arrangements and

the family environment in
which they are living.

The District Child Protection
Unit (DCPU), Kangra, and the
Child Helpline have also been
brought into the process to
ensure coordinated interven-
tion and necessary support.

CWC Chairman Vikramjit
Sharma said the committee
had initiated action under the
Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act,
2015, particularly Section
2(14), which defines children
in need of care and protection.

He said the immediate pri-
ority was to ensure that the
two infants received ade-
quate nutrition, healthcare,
proper care and a safe family
environment following the
loss of their mother. Their cir-
cumstances would be
assessed and further action
taken in accordance with the
provisions of the Act and
their best interests. — OC

Mother’s suspicious
death prompts CWC 
to seek report on infants
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Mandi, November 6
Heavy traffic was witnessed in
Mandi town on Dhanteras on
Friday, causing long jams and
inconvenience to commuters,
shoppers and residents. With
festive shopping drawing a
large crowd, the traffic police
diverted vehicles to manage
the pressure on the roads.

Under the arrangement,
vehicles coming from the ITI
side of the National Highway
were diverted towards the old
Suketi Bridge through the
narrow Old College Road,
instead of using the wider
New Suketi Bridge. This led
to queues on the Mandi-Sun-
dernagar National Highway,
while movement within the
town also remained slow.

Festive rush chokes Mandi roads


