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‘Constitution supreme’: SCissues
contempt notice to Kerala Congress
over post against CJI Surya Kant

Agencies, New Delhi
: The Supreme Court
of India on Friday is-
sued a contempt no-
tice to office bearers of
the Kerala Pradesh
Congress Committee
(KPCC) regarding a
post targeting Chief
Justice of India Surya
Kant last month.

The matter was heard
by a bench of Justices
Aravind Kumar and
Vipul M Pancholi. Ad-
dressing the court, the
bench noted that the
Constitution is su-
preme and no political
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organisation or institu-
tion is above it.

"The Constitution is
supreme. No individual,
no institution or political
organisation stands

above it. The indepen-
dence of the judiciary is
not a matter of political
convenience. It is a
constitutional guaran-
tee owed to the Repub-

Police, mining authorities bound
to register FIRs for theft of state-
owned minerals, says NGT

Agencies, Lucknow :
The National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) has ruled
that local police and
mining authorities are
legally bound to regis-
ter First Information
Reports (FIRs) under

the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita for theft of
state-owned minerals,
making it clear that pay-
ment of penalties for il-
legal mining does not
exempt offenders from
criminal
prosecution.Disposing
of an application con-
cerning illegal sand
mining and storage in
the Mahanadi riverbed
at Chikhili village in
Bargarh district, the
NGT’'s Eastern Zone

Bench ordered the
state government to ini-
tiate criminal proceed-
ings against the al-
leged offender and re-
cover environmental
compensation for the
ecological damage.

The NGT also directed
the Bargarh Superin-
tendent of Police and
the Regional Officer of
the Odisha State Pollu-
tion Control Board
(OSPCB) to register
separate FIRs against
Prem Kishore Patel,
who was allegedly car-
rying out illegal sand
mining and large-scale
storage in the
Mahanadi riverbed at
Chikhili under
Ambabhona tehsil

without a valid mining
lease. The bench,
comprising judicial
member Justice Arun
Kumar Tyagi and ex-
pert members A
Senthil Vel and Ishwar
Singh, said that com-

pounding of offences
under Section 23A of
the Mines and Minerals
(Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957,
or payment of adminis-
trative penalties does
not preclude criminal
proceedings for theft of
minerals. Such crimi-
nal liability has to be
dealt with indepen-
dently.
Relying on Supreme
Court judgments in
Continued on Page-4

Reservation-category Indian
faculty match general category
peers in teaching, research

desp

Agencies, New Delhi
: Faculty recruited un-
der India’s reservation
policies have, on aver-
age, lower academic
gualifications, less ex-
perience, and fewer
senior positions than
their general-category
counterparts, but this
does not translate into
poorer teaching or re-
search performance,
according to a new
study on faculty at en-
gineering colleges, in-
cluding the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology
(IITs).

The study examined
whether faculty re-
cruited under caste-
based reservation poli-
cies differ from gen-
eral-category faculty in
teaching, research,
and other academic re-
sponsibilities. It found
that students taught by
reservation-category
faculty performed mar-

ginally better in their
immediate course ex-
aminations, scoring an
average of 1.44 per-
centile points higher.

The study also found
no meaningful differ-
ences in longer-term
academic outcomes,
including standardised
test scores, atten-
dance, dropout rates,
and graduation rates.

Titled ‘Affirmative Ac-
tion, Faculty Productiv-
ity and Caste Interac-
tions: Evidence from
Engineering Colleges
in India’, the study is
authored by four re-
searchers: Robert W.
Fairlie of the University
of California, Los Ange-
les (UCLA) and the
National Bureau of Eco-
nomic Research
(NBER); Saurabh
Khanna of the Univer-
sity of Amsterdam;
Prashant Loyalka of
Stanford University;

ite fewer PhDs: Study

and Gagandeep S.
Sachdeva of the Uni-
versity of California,
Santa Cruz (UC Santa
Cruz).
The authors said fur-
ther research was
needed to examine the
findings in other set-
tings. The paper is a
working paper from
NBER, a US-based
non-profit organisation
that conducts and pub-
lishes economic re-
search, circulated for
discussion and has not
been peer-reviewed by
the organisation.
The findings come
against the ongoing
debate over caste rep-
resentation and dis-
crimination in premier
institutions like 11Ts. As
agency reported in
June, 4,804 of the
12,498 sanctioned
teaching posts across
the 23 lITs were vacant.
Continued on Page-4

lic, to the people of this
Republic," read the or-
derissued by the court,
according to Bar and
Bench.

The top court also
noted that any attempt
to "undermine the au-
thority of the court is
required to be dealt with
aniron hand."

The top court added it
has appointed a senior
advocate as amicus
curiae in the matter to
examine  whether
criminal or civil con-

tempt would apply in
Continued on Page-4

HC sets aside
Jharkhand
govt order
cancelling
exams amid

protests
against
irregularities

Agencies, Ranchi :

The Jharkhand High

Court on Friday set

aside the state

government’s order
cancelling the Com-
bined Graduate Level

(CGL) examinations

and the Jharkhand

Staff Selection Com-

mission (JSSC) re-

cruitment process, as

students took to the
Continued on Page-4

Notices purportedly
iIssued at police’s behest
for takedown of IFF, SFLC
accounts fake, X tells HC

Agencies, New Delhi :

X Corp (formerly Twit-

ter) on Friday told the Delhi high court that the
notices purportedly issued to it at the behest of
the Delhi Police, seeking takedown of the ac-
counts of digital rights groups Internet Freedom
Foundation (IFF) and the Software Freedom Law
Center (SFLC) and certain posts, were fake and

not genuine. X’'s

Continued on Page-4
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‘This organisation is united’:
Farooq Abdullah dismisses
reports of rift in National
Conference after mee

-

"
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Agencies, Srinagar :
National Conference
president  Farooq
Abdullah on Friday dis-
missed reports of divi-
sions within the party
after meeting several
MLAs in Srinagar, amid
alleged discontent
among legislators over
the cabinet expansion
carried out by Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
in October.

Speaking to reporters

Telecom regulator recommends
new licence to let satellite firms
rent out networks to telcos

Agencies, New Delhi
: The telecom regulator
on Thursday recom-
mended a new licence
that would allow com-
panies to build and run
satellite communica-
tion networks in India
and rent them to
telecom operators,
without selling services
directly to the public.

The Telecom Regula-
tory Authority of India
(TRAI) proposed the
“Satellite Communica-
tion Network (SCN)
provider authorisation”
under the Telecommu-
nications Act, 2023.
The recommendations
are not binding and
would take effect only
if the Department of

Telecommunications
(DoT) accepts them.
If DoT accepts the rec-
ommendations, global
satellite firms such as
Starlink and Eutelsat
OneWeb could enter
India purely as network
providers. Telecom
companies such as
Reliance Jio and Bharti
Airtel could offer satel-
lite services without
building their own sat-
ellite networks.

Under TRAI's proposal,
the licence holder
would operate the
ground segment of a
satellite network in In-
dia, including gateway
earth stations that
communicate with sat-
ellites, network equip-

ment, and spectrum. It
would then rent this
network to licensed
telecom companies,
such as mobile opera-
tors or internet service
providers.

The telecom compa-
nies would sell satellite
internet, calls or mes-
saging to customers
under their own
brands. TRAI has rec-
ommended that, to be
eligible, a company
should have satellite
capacity authorised by
the Department of
Space, be a subsidiary
of such a company, or
have an agreement to
run its gateways in In-
dia. It has proposed

Continued on Page-4
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after the meeting,
which was also at-
tended by Omar
Abdullah, Farooq said
the party remained
united, termed reports
suggesting a split
within the National Con-
ference baseless and
assured that the con-
cerns raised by party
legislators would be
addressed.

“The baseless reports
being spread that the

ting MLAs

National Conference is
divided are completely
false. This organisation
is united, and those
who think they can
break this organisation
should understand that
it has never been bro-
ken and will never be
broken. We have spo-
ken to them. Their is-
sues were genuine
and have been given
due consideration,” he

Continued on Page-4

Excise Commissioner
transferred; Keralam
minister saysitis
routine procedure

Agencies, Thiruvananthapuram :

The

Keralam government on Friday transferred Ex-
cise Commissioner Seeram Sambasiva Rao
amid dissatisfaction expressed by Excise Min-
ister M Liju over officials in the department issu-
ing bar and horti-wine licences, officials said.

However, Liju denied that the transfer was linked
to his dissatisfaction with the department's func-
tioning and described it as a routine administra-

tive procedure.

An order to this effect was issued by the Gen-
eral Administration Department.

As per the order, Rao, who was serving as Ex-
cise Commissioner and Special Secretary in the
Electronics and Information Technology Depart-
ment, has been transferred and posted as Spe-
cial Secretary in the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes Development Department.
He will also hold the additional charge of the
Backward Classes Development Department.
"The officer is relieved of the charge of Excise

Commissioner with

Continued on Page-4

Karnataka reports ethanol
concentration in petrol up to 31.2%

Agencies, Bengaluru
: Petrol sold in seven
Karnataka districts
contained ethanol con-
centrations as high as
31.2%, with eleven of
14 samples exceeding
the 20% blend speci-
fied under the E20
standard, according to
the state government.
The government said
the highest concentra-
tion was recorded in a
sample collected from
an Indian Oil Corpora-
tion Limited (IOCL) out-
let, containing 31.2%

ethanol. A sample of
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited
(HPCL)'s Power petrol
had 30.5%, while an-
other sample from the
company recorded
27% and a BPCL
Speed sample con-
tained 26.5%, it added.
The samples were col-
lected from fuel sta-
tions in Bengaluru,
Kolar, Chikkaballapura,

Bengaluru Rural,
Ramanagara,
Mangaluru and

Tumakuru, covering

IOCL, HPCL, BPCL,
Nayara Energy, Shell
and Mangalore Refinery
and Petrochemicals
Limited, according to a
state government
statement. Agency
has reached out to the
companies for a re-
sponse and the story
will be updated with
their replies.

The statement said
testing was conducted
at the Shriram Re-
search Institute in
Bengaluru, measuring
ethanol content using

gas chromatography. It
added that the results
showed substantial dif-
ferences not only be-
tween companies but
also among samples
from the same com-
pany.

Variations between
samples

The statement said two
IOCL samples re-
corded ethanol con-
centrations of 31.2%
and 20.8%. It added
that BPCL samples
ranged from 19.9% to
26.5%, while Shell

samples recorded
13.5% and 25.5%. The
statement said that
across all 14 samples,
11 exceeded 20%, the
remaining three were
below that level, includ-
ing one at 19.9%.

The government said it
first sent samples to
the in-house laborato-
ries of IOCL and
BPCL. “The test re-
ports issued by these
laboratories did not dis-
close the ethanol con-
tent of the fuel, despite

Continued on Page-4
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For taxpayers, a
welcome easing

In the Union Budget 2024-25, Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman announced a review
of the Income Tax Act, 1961. The rationale for
this exercise was straightforward — to make
the Act simpler to “read and understand”, thus
helping bring down tax disputes and conse-
guent litigation. The budget took a step in this
direction by proposing simplification of provi-
sions for reassessment and capital gains
taxation, among others. There was a need to
reexamine the capital gains tax framework
considering the differences in both the tax
rates as well as the holding periods for deter-
mination of long-term gains across asset
classes such as equities, debt, real estate etc.
The budget had proposed levying atax of 12.5
per cent on long-term capital gains on all fi-
nancial and non-financial assets. However, it
also proposed to eliminate the benefit of in-
dexation that was available to investors for
property, gold and unlisted assets for the pur-
pose of estimating long-term capital gains.
While this was done to “ease computation of
capital gains for the taxpayer and the tax ad-
ministration”, the proposal was met with wide-
spread criticism. After first defending the pro-
posal on grounds that the lower tax rate of
12.5 per cent, from 20 per cent, compensates
for the removal of the indexation benefit, the
government has now changed tack, heeding
the concerns of taxpayers.

Taxpayers now have the option to pay long-
term capital gains tax of 20 per cent with in-
dexation benefits on the sale of a property that
has been acquired before July 23, 2024. In-
dexation refers to the adjustment of the pur-
chase price of an asset based on the rate of
inflation over the period that it has been held
by the investor. With this option now available,
all purchases before the date of the budget
presentation have been grandfathered. Inves-
tors, though, can also choose the option pro-
posed in the budget of paying a lower tax rate
of 12.5 per cent, but, without availing the in-
dexation benefit. This framework now pro-
vides investors the option of being able to
select the tax structure which leads to a lower
tax liability for them. Over the years, the gov-
ernment has taken steps to ease the burden
on ordinary taxpayers. For instance, in order
to reduce tax uncertainty and disputes, the
recent budget has said that an assessment
can only be reopened beyond three years if
the “escaped income” is Rs 50 lakh or more.
But, more needs to be done.

In riot-hit Britain, first real test for Keir Starmer’s government

Rishabh Bhandari

Britain is in the throes
of a devastating trag-
edy that has segued
into wider questions
about perceived far-
right-led violence, the
role of social media
and deeper anxieties
about immigration. The
murder of three girls
and injury to 10 others
during a dance class in
Southport just over a
week ago has left a
community and a
country in mourning.
That grief was com-
pounded by events
that have taken place
since. As rumours
about the attacker cas-
caded online, hundreds
of far-right zealots set
upon the quiet coastal
town, hurling bricks at
the local mosque, put-
ting vehicles on fire and
assaulting the police.
The ensuing violence
has raised the first real
test for Keir Starmer’s
government.  The
Prime Minister needs
to reassure the public
with decisive action
while also acknowledg-

ing that deeper issues
will be assessed. The
rioting across several
towns has painted a
picture of havoc and
dismay. In Sunderland,
a citizens advice office
was burnt down. In
Rotherham and Hull,
hotels housing asylum
seekers were at-
tacked. A library was
razed in Liverpool. In
Hartlepool and else-
where, mosques were
attacked. Dozens of
officers have been in-
jured and, according to
the National Police
Chief's Council, more
than 370 people have
been arrested. The vio-
lence continued over
the weekend with riot-
ers chanting vitriolic
slogans, abusing Mus-
lims and the police and
demanding a return to
a mythical insularity.
The scenes seemed
far removed from no-
tions of British fair-play
and tolerance. That
said, the best of Britain
was also on display
with grief-stricken resi-
dents being vocal that

the mischief-makers
did not speak for them.
The image of resolute
Southport residents
helping to recast the
wall outside the
mosque the day after
the damage was in-
flicted comes to mind.
Those residents em-
bodied the true quali-
ties of Britishness: Tol-
erance, empathy and
decency. What might
be the root cause of
the violence then? Put
simply, the riots seem
to be the effect of a
combination of anti-im-
migrant far-right views
mixed with falsehoods
about a traumatic
news event, amplified
by thugs. They repre-
sent the most serious
civic disorder in the UK
since the riots of sum-
mer 2011. As was the
case then, the police,
judiciary and ministers
need to ensure those
responsible face the
full force of the law.
Starmer has called for
a “standing army” of
specialist police offic-
ers. He needs to ex-

plain how that would be
resourced and
operationalised
promptly. The courts
also need to be ready
to deal with the volume
of cases and judges
prepared to hand down
swift and exemplary
sentences that deter
others. There are sev-
eral broad aspects to
consider too. First, the
way that far-right ele-
ments have grown
their support base
online warrants atten-
tion. A false claim that
the Southport perpetra-
tor was an asylum
seeker on a security
watchlist was shared
by Stephen Yaxley-
Lennon, former En-
glish Defence League
leader who uses the
name Tommy
Robinson, and also by
Andrew Tate, the mi-
sogynist influencer.
The speed with which
this fake news was
amplified with conse-
guences for public
safety and policing
needs deeper analysis.
Britain is not alone in

facing such chal-
lenges. The rise of the
far-right in Europe, in-
cluding in France, Ger-
many, the Netherlands
and Hungary, also
bears this out. We have
also seen conse-
guences in the US with
the violence in Capitol
Hill in 2021. Second,
politicians on the right
who prefer suggestive
rhetoric to thoughtful
restraint can also in-
flame tension. In this
vein, Nigel Farage, the
new MP for Clacton
and leader of Reform
UK, may have been ir-
responsible when he
posted a video about
Southport  asking
“whether the truth is
being withheld from
us”. Words matter
greatly when lives and
livelihoods could be at
stake. Further, itis also
clear that anxiety over
immigration needs to
be tackled through an
open and a grown-up
dialogue by main-
stream parties. It
should not be left to
fringe elements. Thisis

a conversation that has
typically been avoided
by centrist politicians. In
policy terms, having
shelved the Tories’
Rwanda deportation
scheme, Starmer and
Yvette Cooper, the home
secretary, need to come
up with credible plans to
deter people smugglers
and “take back control”.
In doing so, they will
need to be honest about
the merits of legal migra-
tion, given an ageing
population, while also
balancing social cohe-
sion and infrastructure
pressures. This has
been a difficult week for
the UK. The truth is the
vast majority of Britons
stand for tolerance and
compassion. But the ri-
ots also reveal that the
far-right’s influence has
gained traction and it is
no longer a passive by-
stander in British poli-
tics. Tackling their in-
flammatory rhetoric and
acting decisively to re-
assure the public repre-
sent the first key chal-
lenge for the Labour gov-
ernment.

With Bangladesh in turmoll, why India should exercise caution

Shyam Saran

The old order in
Bangladesh has
changed irreversibly
and India will have to
adjust to the change. A
student protest
against reservation
morphed into a wider
people’s movement
against the increas-
ingly autocratic and
corruption-ridden rule
of Sheikh Hasina. She
has resigned and left
the country and may
take shelter in India.
India should not deny
her that. The
Bangladesh Army ap-
pears to have taken
charge though it has
promised an interim
government of “stake-
holders” to pave the

way for free and fair
elections. Whether the
protests will die down
and the current unrest
on the streets of

Dhaka will be
stemmed remains to
be seen.

Sheikh Hasina’s rule
was tolerable as long
as the Bangladesh
economy, centred on
export of garments,
was registering sus-
tained growth and de-
livering on jobs and
better living standards.
However, the pan-
demic in 2020 and a
slowing global
economy, thereafter,
hit the garment indus-
try badly. A toxic mix of
economic distress
and the increasingly

high-handed
behaviour of the gov-
ernment and its
Awami League party
members turned a
student protest into a
full-scale anti-govern-
ment people’s move-
ment. Whatever deci-
sion Delhi takes con-
cerning Sheikh
Hasina’s possible stay
in India, it must ac-
knowledge that the
people of Bangladesh
have rejected an un-
popular government
and have the legitimate
right to chart their own
future.

This reminds me of
2006, when a people’s
movement in Nepal
gathered in the capital,
Kathmandu, asking for

Why accusations of witchcraft persist in India

Bibek Debroy

| asked a young man if he had heard of witches. Thanks to
Harry Potter, he had. There were the Salem witch trials in
1692 and 1693 and witches routinely feature in films and
fiction. There are the good and wicked witches of Wizard of
Oz and we read about witches on broomsticks and their
covens. Our films and fiction often feature daains. | asked
our young man if he had heard of Birubala Rabha. (She died
in 2024 and was conferred a Padma Shriin 2021. She spent
all her life fighting against witch-hunting.) He hadn’t. That's
understandable. Indian society has many slices.

In July 2021, the UN Human Rights Council adopted a reso-
lution on the elimination of harmful practices related to ac-
cusations of witchcraft and ritual attacks (HPAWR). Through
the UN, we have data on documented HPAWR (between
2009 and 2019) in 60 countries. Understandably, many cases
go unreported and undocumented. Nevertheless, the total
figure is 20,000. We might think this is an African problem.
As the UN compilation shows, that perception isn’'t true. The
intensity might be higher in Africa. But HPAWR exists in the
USA and Europe, and even in India. Since 1953, NCRB (Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau) has been a standard source
of data on crime in India. That has a category on “motives
for murder” and mentions witchcraft. In 2022, there were 85
such murders, concentrated in Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand and Odisha. In addition, there are in-
stances from Assam, Bihar and Telangana. The numbers
may have declined a bit. But we are still at about 100 a year
and these are just murders with witchcraft as a motive.
The word “witch” is gender-neutral, etymologically, although
there is a popular perception that the male of the species is
wizard (wicca), while the female is a witch. Ipsita Roy
Chakraverti is a familiar name in some Kolkata circles. She
declared herself a good witch (she is also an author). In prin-
ciple, witchcraft can be benevolent. But in perception and
practice, it is dubbed malevolent. The roots are old. How-
ever, that dubbing as malevolent is used for crimes against
women, not always leading to murder. As a less diabolical
motive, there is a lack of education and ignorance, with mental

health patients dubbed as witches, especially when there is

disease in the neighbourhood. As a more diabolical motive,
there are widowed and single women, with their property
being a target. (There are also examples of childless women
and young and educated women who become a threat to
vested local interests.)
Do you remember the film Kala Sach, based on a true story?
What do we do about witch-hunting practices? Depend on
the spread of education and awareness? Depend on NGOs
and panchayats? Jharkhand has “Project Garima”, to restore

the dignity of women branded as witches. Assam has “Project

Prahari”, a community-policing initiative. Should a country
aspiring to be a developed country do more, or should one
hope that the problem will simply wither away with time?
Perhaps more importantly, the intent of the legislation is
not always clear. Take Odisha’s law for example. It
penalises witch-hunting, but penalises the practice of
witch-craft too. Assam and Rajasthan also punish alleged
witches. Rajasthan also penalises communities/groups.
Maharashtra’s focus is on practice of black magic. A col-
umn is not the place to compare and contrast the state-
specific laws, except to point out that they are often like
holdalls, with everything dumped in. As a start, should one
carefully distinguish practice of witchcraft from witch-hunt-
ing? And certainly as a start, NCRB reporting should be
refined, with a separate category for both crimes, not sim-
ply murders with witchcraft as a motive? Should IPC (and
now its replacement) have specific sections on both
crimes? More generally, legislation doesn’t work if it gets
stuck in lack of police reform and tardiness of the crimi-
nal justice system. Our young man, with dreams of a de-
veloped India and hailing from metro India, may not be
aware of a problem that has plagued parts of Indian rural
society for ages.
However, it isn’t quite a matter of pride that in the UN docu-
mentation, India should alone figure in the South Asian list,
along with Nepal. And, to repeat a point made earlier, this is
incomplete compilation and reporting. The numbers are prob-
ably higher.

an end to an increas-
ingly dictatorial monar-
chical rule and resto-
ration of multi-party
democracy. India
chose to align itself
with popular sentiment
in Nepal, declaring that
it would respect what-
ever choice the people
of Nepal made. This
defused a potentially
ugly situation since
there was a wide-
spread belief in Nepal
that India was pro-
monarchy. In the cur-
rent evolving situation
in Bangladesh, India
as a vibrant multi-
party democracy,
should be seen as
supporting the expres-
sion of popular will in
a sensitive
neighbouring country.
This may also go
some way in diluting
the negativity born out
of the admittedly close
relations between the
two governments and
Indian and Bangladesh
leaders.

Since 2009, the rule of
Awami League leader,
Sheikh Hasina, helped
transform India-
Bangladesh relations
into a success story
for India’s
neighbourhood policy.
The gains for India are
significant.
Bangladesh is no
longer a sanctuary for
elements hostile to In-
dia. This has helped
bring relative peace to
India’s Northeast. Con-
nectivity projects be-
tween the two coun-
tries, including the res-
toration of cross-bor-
der river transporta-
tion, have advanced
mutually beneficial
economic integration.
India has also
emerged as a major
source of power for
Bangladesh, and this
has been a critical fac-
tor in that country’s
economic success.
A benign political dis-
pensation in Dhaka

provided the opportu-
nity to put in place
long-term interdepen-
dencies, which should
survive a change in
government. India
should express its
readiness to expand
the bilateral economic
engagement with a
successor govern-
ment. The temptation
to brand the ongoing
political change as
anti-India or anti-Hindu
should be avoided.
There is no doubt that
both Pakistan and
China will see the po-
litical change in
Bangladesh as an op-
portunity to challenge
India’s presence in the
country and try to tar it
with a pro-Hasina
brush. This may even
get some traction.
However, India should
bide its time and allow
the logic of economic
interest to assert itself.
There are also strong
people-to-people rela-
tions and close cultural
affinities which are as-
sets that have pre-
vailed even when po-
litical relations have
been strained and a
negative political sen-
timent has been delib-
erately stoked in
Bangladesh.
Bangladesh has a bor-
der only with India, ex-
cept for a short stretch
with Myanmar. This is
a challenge, but it is
also a strategic advan-
tage. Delhi should let
the current storm dis-
sipate, be cautious
and discreet in its re-
actions. Anew dispen-
sation in Dhaka may
adopt hostile policies
similar to what one wit-
nessed when
Mohamed Muizzu took
over as the President
of the Maldives. The
Indian reaction was
mature and kept the
door open for the con-
tinuance of close and
mutually beneficial ties
through discreet en-

gagement and dia-
logue. Relations have
returned to an even
keel. That is a good
template to follow.

It is not clear who will
constitute an interim
government. Will the
Bangladesh National
Party and the Jamaat-
e-Islami be repre-
sented? Will the Army
also insist on being
part of the government
or will it operate at
arm’s length? Should
the unrest and street
violence continue de-
spite Sheikh Hasina’'s
exit, will the Army take
on a direct political
role? After all, it has
done so in the past.

Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman'’s statue in the
capital was

vandalised. Does that
presage a wholesale
repudiation of his
legacy as leader of the
liberation of
Bangladesh and its es-
tablishment as an in-
dependent nation?
There are sections
within Bangladesh
society who rejected the
separation from Paki-
stan. Even though that
history cannot be re-
versed, will the posture
towards India once
again become sharply
adversarial as has hap-
pened in the past, when
Bangladesh was led by
such elements? All
these are questions to
which there are no ready
answers and should not
influence Delhi’s policy
in this fluid situation. The
situation in Bangladesh
is changing rapidly. Sev-
eral questions will re-
main to be answered in
the coming days. The
time-tested diplomatic
response to this should
be that we are waiting
and watching to see
how things will develop
and to reiterate our
friendly sentiments for
the people of a close and
important neighbour. So
let us wait and watch.
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Gauhati HC quashes detention under

NSA of

Agencies, Guwahati :
The Gauhati High Court
on Friday quashed the
detention of Assam
land rights activist
Pranab Doley who had
been detained under
provisions of National
Security Act (NSA).
The petition seeking
guashing of Doley's
NSA detention was
heard by a division
bench of justices
Kalyan Rai Surana and
Susmita Phukan
Khaund.

"The court quashed
NSA detention on sev-
eral grounds. One was
that Doley had been
detained citing 13 differ-
ent cases. The court
held that most of these
cases are several
years old and that he
has been exonerated in
12 of them," said
Dipesh Agarwala,
Doley's counsel.
"Doley was also not
given all documents

lowed to meet a lawyer
or his family members.
He was able to get le-
gal counselling after his
father approached the
court and the HC al-
lowed it. The court also
pointed these observa-
tions while pronounc-
ing its order," he added.
Details of the court or-
der are awaited and the
story will be updated
once it is available.

The Assam govern-
ment invoked the NSA
against activist Pranab
on July 28, a day after

case linked to protests
against a luxury hotel
project near Kaziranga
National Park and Tiger
Reserve (KNPTR),
preventing his release
from custody.

The government, in a
communication to
Doley said that 13
cases have been filed
against him, accusing
him of inciting hatred
against the state, insti-
gating violence be-
tween communities
and obstructing offi-
cials from carrying out

related to his case and
initially he was not al-

a
granted him bail in a

sessions court their

duties, among

other charges. The

government said 13
police cases had been
registered against him.
“It is therefore consid-
ered essential to pre-
vent you from acting in
any manner prejudicial
to the security of the
state or from acting in
any manner prejudicial
to the maintenance of
public order by detain-
ing you under Section
3(2) of the National Se-
curity Act, 1980,” the
letter from the home
and political depart-
ment, seen by agency,
mentioned.

Doley was arrested on
July 12, days after he
took part in protests by
activists and locals on
June 28 at Ingle Pathar
village near the
UNESCO World Heri-
tage Site against the
proposed hotel project.
Inits FIR, police alleged
that Doley and others
“trespassed” into the
site of the project “with
pre-planned manner,
being armed with

deadly weapons like
machete, sharp sticks,
etc”, “attempted to set
fire” to a cement mixer
there, “injured 12 police
personnel and out-
raged the modesty of
women police officers
on duty”, “instigated the
crowd” and “threat-
ened” further agitation,
among other allega-
tions. Granting bail to
Doley on July 29, addi-
tional sessions judge
(ASJ) Nur Muhammad
Abdullah Ahmed said
the dispute stemmed
from “a deep-rooted
anxiety regarding envi-
ronmental degrada-
tion” and stated, “In
matters where ecologi-
cal preservation inter-
sects with indigenous
survival, the standard
apparatus of criminal
law cannot be used to
suppress local anxi-
eties. True public order
is achieved not by si-
lencing the affected,

Khel Maharan 3.0 to

and rights activist Pranab Doley cover 166 GP and ULB

areas across Cachar

NE News SILCHAR : In
a major initiative to pro-
mote grassroots sports
and provide young
sporting talents with a
platform to demonstrate
their abilities, Cachar
district is gearing up for
the GP and ULB-level
competitions under
Khel Maharan 3.0 with
sporting  activities
scheduled to be con-
ducted across the dis-
trict from November 7 to
21, 2026. As per the
schedule issued by the
District Administration,
Cachar, the competi-
tions will cover 166
Gram Panchayats and
Urban Local Body ar-
eas across different
development blocks
and municipal jurisdic-
tions of the district. The
extensive programme is
designed to bring sport-
ing activities closer to
local communities and
encourage wider par-

level. The competitions
will feature three major
sporting disciplines,
namely Athletics, Foot-
ball and Volleyball. The
events have been dis-
tributed across different
dates to facilitate the
smooth conduct of com-
petitions in the respec-
tive GP and ULB areas.
The scheduled dates for
the sporting events are
November 7 and 10,
November 12 and 13,
November 16 and 17,
November 18 and 19,
and November 20 and
21, 2026. The schedule
covers various devel-
opment blocks, includ-
ing Kalain, Katigorah,
Lakhipur, Binnakandi,
Rajabazar, Rongpur,
Udharbond, Silchar,
Sonai, Banskandi,
Dholai-Narsingpur,
Barjalenga, Palonghat,
Borkhola and Tapang,
besides the Municipal
Boards and Silchar Mu-

but by listening to
them.”

ticipation in organised
sports at the grassroots

nicipal

Designated

Corporation.
play-

grounds and other
identified sports venues
in the respective areas
will host the competi-
tions. Alongside the out-
door sporting disciplines,
the schedule has also
earmarked venues and
arrangements for
Yogasana and Chess
competitions at desig-
nated locations adding
further diversity to the
sporting activities under
the programme. The
schedule also specifies
the reporting arrange-
ments for participants. All
players participating in
the different disciplines
have been instructed to
report at their respective
designated venues at 8
AM. The initiative also
seeks to encourage a
stronger sporting culture
at the community level
by bringing together
young participants from
different  localities
through healthy compe-
tition. (DDIPR Silchar
Release)

TS SimeiE A [\!.' PUNJab national bank

E-mail: ¢s8315@pnb.bank.in

Central Road, Silchar - 788001

ARMB Silchar,

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) & Rule 9 (1)of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described
immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has
been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is", "As is what is", and
"Whatever there is" on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor
from the respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the
table below against the respective properties.

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

5 |KARIMGANJ (003620 )

M/S JOYRAM ELECTRICALS

1) Mr. Rajdeep Banik,

Prop: Joyram Electricals, S/o Mr. Ratan
Banik H.no/ 98, Ward MNo. 21, Madan
Mohan Road, Karimganj, Assam-
788713, Mob-9401210491 (Borrower)
2) Mrs. Niva Banik, W/o Ratan Banik,
Ward No.26, Indra Road, P.O-
Karimganj, Assam- 788713
(Mortgager)

All the parts and Parcels of the
properties consisting of land and
Building located at Mouza- Karimganj
town Banamali Part- I, Block No.- lll,
Pargona Kushiarkul, Dist.- Karimganj,
Assam, measuring an area of 0.07 acre=
4.23 Kathas, bearing Old Dag No. 216,
Khatian no.- 7, Patta no.- 164, New Dag
280, in the name of Smt Niva Banik, W/o
Ratan Banik, registered under Sub-
Registrar office Karimganj having Deed
No. 566 dated 09.02.2011.

Bounded by:

NORTH: Residence of Suresh Das
SOUTH: Residence of Ramu Das
EAST: Vacant Land

WEST: 6 Feet Road

A) 17.07.2024
B) Rs 70,05,721.13/- +

further interest W.e.f.
01.07.2024 and other

charges
C) 24.09.2024

D) Symbolic Possession.

A) Rs. 45.44
B)Rs. 4.54
(25.11.2026)

C) Rs 0.10 lakhs

Lot.
No.

A) Name of the Branch

Description of the Immovable Properties

B) Name of the Account

C) Name & addresses of the
Borrower/Guarantors
Account

Mortgaged/ Owner's Name (mortgagers

of property(ies))

A) Dt. Of Demand Notice u/s

13(2) of SARFESIACT 2002

B) Ouisl'anamg Amount as on(in Rs.)
C) Possession Date u/s 13(4) of

SARFESIACT 2002

D) Mature of Possession Symbolic/

Physical/Construclive

A) Reserve Price
(Rs. in Lacs)

B) EMD

C) Bid Increase
Amount

SILCHAR (003720)

MD. NASIR HUSSAIN LASKAR
1) Md. Nasir Hussain Laskar, S/o
Md. Aftab Uddin Laskar, Kanakpur
Part-ll P.O- Kanakpur, Silchar,
Dist.- Cachar, Assam- 788005.
(Borrower & Mortgagor)

2) Md. Aftab Uddin Laskar, S/o
Late Abru Mia Laskar, Kanakpur
Part-ll P.O- Kanakpur, Silchar,
Dist.- Cachar, Assam- 788005,
(Co-Borrower & Mortgagor)

3) Md. Asuk Uddin Laskar, S/o
Mimar Ali Laskar, Kanakpur Part-1l
P.O- Kanakpur, Silchar, Dist.-
Cachar, Assam- 788005. (Co-
Borrower & Mortgagor)

KARIMGANJ (003620)

RAJESH KUMAR DEY

1) Mr Rajesh Kumar Dey, Slo
Late Ranjit Kumar Dey, Netaji pally
Road (near Azad Sagar Road) P.O
& dist.- Karimganj, Aasam-788710
(Borrower & Mortgagor)

2) Mrs. Babli Dey, W/o Mr. Rajesh
Kumar Dey, Netaji Pally Road
(Near Azad Sagar Road) PO &
Dist.-Karimganj, Assam- 788710
(Guarantor)

All that part and parcel of Land and properties
consisting of Land measuring 2 Bighas, 13
Kathas and 10 Chataks covered under Dag
No. 509, 513 of 2nd R.S. Patta No. 136 with
non-conventional Assam Type building/
Sheds on it of Mouza- Kanakpur Part- |,
Pargona- Barakpar, Dist.- Cachar, vide Regd.
Deed of Sale No. 462 dated 07.03.2012/
12.03.2012, in the name of Nasir Hussain
Laskar and Asuk Uddin Laskar.

Bounded by: -

EAST: Barak River

WEST: PWD Road

NORTH: Lakshmi Saw Mills

SOUTH: Hojai Saw Mills

All that part and parcel of the properties
consisting of building and Land located at
Mouza -Karimganj Town Part-lll, Block No.-
02, Pargona- Kushiarkul, Dist.-Karimganj,
measuring an area of 2Katha, 10 Chatak and
14 Gonda under Dag Mos.-161 & 164
Classed as Residential- lll, under Patta No.-
145, Holding No.-253, Ward No.-3, vide
Regd. Deed No.-2830 dated 17.06.2016in
the name of Rajesh Kumar Dey which is
bounded as follows:

NORTH: 4.5 ft. common passage

SOUTH: Land and Building of Jadab
Bhattacharjee & Pannalal Dey
EAST: Land and Building of
Bhattacharjee and 2 ft. wide drain
WEST: Municipal Road

Jadab

A) 15.05.2023

B) Rs.60,64,912.16 +
further interest W.e.f.
01.05.2023 and other
charges

C) 11.08.2023

D) Symbolic Possession.

A) 20.12.2021

B) Rs.16,13,284.53 +
further interest W.e.f.
01.12.2021 and other
charges

C) 20.06.2022

D) Symbolic Possession.

Date/ Time
of E-Auction

Details of the
encumbrances known

to the secured creditors

A)Rs. 71.40
B)Rs. 7.14
{on or before
25.11.2026)
C) Rs 0.10 lakhs

A) Rs. 30.14

B)Rs. 3.014
{on or before
25.11.2026)

C) Rs 0.10 lakhs

6 |KARIMGANJ (003620)
M/S SAHARA TRADERS
1) M/S SAHARA TRADERS

Prop.: Zakir Hussain Choudhury, S/o
Jalal Ahmed Choudhury,

Add.: Kanishail Jame Masjid Complex,
P.O- Kanishail, Dist- Karimganj,
Assam- 788711

2) Zakir Hussain Choudhury, Sio

Jalal Ahmed Choudhury, Vill.: East
Kanishail, P.O- Kanishail, Dist.-
Karimganj, Assam- 788711, (Borrower
& Mortgagor)

3) Jahanara Begum Choudhury, Wio
Jalal Ahmed Choudhury, Vill.: East

Kanishail, P.O- Kanishail, Dist.-
Karimganj, Assam- 788711
(Guarantor)

4) Jalal Ahmed Choudhury

Slo Irsad Ali Choudhury, Vill.: East
Kanishail, P.O- Kanishail, Dist.-
Karimganj, Assam-7887 11 (Guarantor)

7 | KARIMGANJ (003620)

ABDUL HAQUE

1) Abdul Haque, S/o Late Muzammil
Ali, House No.-351, Vill. - Maizdhi, BSF
Camp Road, P.O- Karimganj, Assam-
788710 (Borrower & Mortgagor)

All that part and parcel of Landed
properties  situated at  Vill: East
Kanishail PO: Kanishail, Mouza:
Karimganj Town, Kanishail Part-1, Block

Mo. 5, Pargona: Kushiarkul, Dist.
Karimganj, New Dag No. 541 (Part),
Patta No.- 369 measuring an area of 05
Kathas and 07 Chataks, standing in the
name of Sri Zakir Hussain Choudhury as
per Gift Deed No. 3596 dated
02.11.2012 and Rectification Deed No.
2948 dated 14-08-2013/16-08-2013,
Bounded by: -

NORTH : Land of Abdul Kalam and
Abdul Rouf

SOUTH Common
Panchayat Road
EAST : Land of Jallal Ahmed Choudhury
WEST: Common Passage

Passage and

All the part and parcel of Land and
properties consisting of land measuring
8 Kathas & 8 Chataks covered under
Dag No. 1231, Classed as Residential-
IIl, under Patta No.- 657 of Mouza-
Karimganj Town Part- | Block No.- V,
Porgana- Kushiarkul, P.O. & PS.-
Karimganj, Dist.- Karimganj, in the name
of Abdul Haque, vide Regd. Deed No.-
2226 dated 21.04.2003, butted and
Bounded by:

EAST- Land of Pakhi Mia & others
WEST- Common Path (Municipal Road)
NORTH- Land of Fajlu Mia & others
SOUTH- Land of Legal Heirs of Gopal
Goswami

A) 28.05.2021
B) Rs.28,11,788.14 +

further interest W.e.f.

01.04.2021 and other

charges
C) 10.09.2024

D) Symbolic Possession.

A) 15.11.2021

B) Rs. 56,32,130.27 /- +
further interest W.e.f.
01.11.2021 and other

charges
C) 02.06.2022

D) Symbolic Possession

A) Rs. 27.69
B)Rs. 2.77
(on or before

25.11.2026)
C) Rs 0.10 lakhs

A)Rs. 105.88

B)Rs. 10.60
(on or before
25.11.2026)

C) Rs 0.12 lakhs

26.11.2026 From 11:00 AM to 04:00 PM
Not Known to Bank

SILCHAR (003720)

KRISHNA SHARMA

1) Mr. Krishna Sharma, S/o Late
Ananda Sharma, Ward No. 7,
Tarapur Silchar Assam-788001
(Borrower & Mortgagor)

2) Mrs. Ira Nath, W/o Late
Subrata Kumar Nath, Kurmi
Bungalow Road Near Rajib
Gandhi Institute Silchar-788004
(Guarantor)

3) Mr. Suman Kumar Nath, S/o
Late Subrata Kumar Math Clo -
Anandamoyee Janiganj, Assam-
788001, (Borrower & Mortgagor)

All the Part and parcel of the properties
consisting of; -

PLOT No. 1: Equitable mortgage of2nd R.S.
Dag No. 52, Patta No. 10, Pargona-
Barakpar, Mouza- Tarapur Part- VII,
measuring 2 Katha 8 Chatak with RCC
building in the name of Krishna Sharma,
through vide Regd. Deed No. 5327 dated
12.12.2008 and Deed No. 3713 dated
04.12.2009, situated at FCl Road,
Ramnagar, Cachar- 788003. Bounded by: -
EAST: Land of Shri Prabir Singha & others
WEST: FCI Road

NORTH: Land of Shri Prabir Singha & others
SOUTH: Other Land of Krishna Sharma

PLOT No. 2: Equitable mortgage of 2nd R S
Dag Mo. 3403, Patta No. 462, Pargona-
Barakpar, Mouza- Silchar Town, measuring
an area of 2034 sq. ft., with RCC building
measuring 186 sq. mtr. standing on it in the
name of Mrs. Ira Nath & Suman Kumar Nath,
vide Regd. Gift Deed No. 3619 dated 06/07/
1981, situated at Ambicapatty, Near Rajiv
Gandhi Institute, Silchar- 788004,

Bounded by: -

EAST: Land of Subhas Chandra Nath,
WEST: Road, NORTH: Road, SOUTH: Road

A) 20.04.2021

B) Rs.1,10,94,645.21 +
further interest W.e.f.
24.03.2021 and other
charges

C) 05.10.2021

D) Symbolic Possession.

PLOT No.1

A)Rs. 52,63

B) Rs. 5.26 (on or
before
25.11.2026)

C)Rs. 0.10

Not Known to Bank

PLOT No. 2
A) Rs.50.38
B)Rs.5.038
{on or before
25.11.2026)
C)Rs 0.10 lakhs

26.11.2026 From 11:00 AM to 04:00 PM

SILCHAR (311000)

M/s SMART MOTORS PVT LIMITED
Director No.1: Sri Sushanta Kumar
Basak, S/o- Late Sudam Chandra
Basak Lane No.3, Sonai Road, Near
Holy Cross School, Silchar-788006
(Borrower & Mortgagor)

Director No. 2: Mrs. Madhuparna
Basak, W/o- Sri Sushanta Kumar
Basak Lane No.3, Sonai Road, Near
Holy Cross School, Silchar-788006
(Borrower & Mortgagor)

PLOT No. 1: All the part and parcel of
the land measuring 2 Bighas in total and
RCC commercial Building constructed
thereon in Dag No. 218, 2nd RS Patta
No. 91 pertaining to Mouza Tarapur Part-
V' of Pargana-Barakpar, Silchar Dist.-
Cachar, in the name of Sushanta Kumar
Basak, vide Regd. Deed No. 1761 dated
20.07.2011 and Deed No. 1762 dated
20.07. 2011.

Bounded by:

NORTH: Silchar-Karimganj Road
SOUTH: Land of Dag No 244

EAST: Land of Dag No 257/258/259
WEST: Lane

PLOT NO. 2: All the part and parcel of
the land measuring 3 Katha in total in
Dag No. 257, 2nd RS Patta No 106
pertaining to Mouza -Tarapur Part V of
Pargana - Barakpar, Silchar, Dist-
Cachar, in the name of Sushanta Kumar
Basak, vide Regd. Deed No. 856 dated
10.06.2011Bounded by:

NORTH: Land of Nijam Uddin

SOUTH: Land of Owner(borrower)
EAST: Land of Intaz Ali

WEST: Land of 1 No. Baya Goy

A) 28.04.2016
B) Rs.10,03,55,359.00

further interest W.e.f.
01.04.2016 and other

charges
C) 01.08.2016

D) Symbolic Possession.

A) Rs. 426.00
+|B)Rs. 426
(on or before
25.11.2026)
C) Rs 0.24 lakhs

GHUNGHUR (084820 )

M/S BELA TRADERS

1) Mr. Anup Kar, Prop: M/s Bela
traders, Tarani Road, Silchar-
788005, Cachar District, Assam
(Borrower)

2) Mrs. Tara Rani Roy W/o Late
Madhab Chandra Roy, Public
School Road, Lane No. 3 (Left
side), Silchar-788005, Cachar
District Assam (Mortgager)

3) Mr Nazrul Haque Choudhury
Slo Md Gias Uddin Choudhury,
Near Noor Khatun ME School, Vill.
& P.O.-Kanakpur Partl, PS5
Sadar- Silchar Dist. Cachar,
Assam-788005 (Mortgager)

All the parts and parcel of Land and building
in the name of MD Nazrul Haque Choudhury
area measuring 07 Kathas under Dag No.
294, 2nd RS Patta No. 100, Mouza Kanakpur
Part |, Porgana Barakpar Dist. cachar Assam,
vide Regd. sale Deed NMNo. 2510 dated
11.11.2011 read in conjunction with
amendment Deed No. 118, dated 12.01.2012
duly registered in the office of Senior Sub-
Registrar, Silchar, Cachar{Assam)

Bounded by: -

NORTH: 12 ft. Road

SOUTH: Land of Moin Uddin Choudhury
EAST: Land of Siraj Uddin Choudhury
WEST: Remaining land of Gias Uddin
Choudhury Dag No. 294,

A) 15.10.2016

B) Rs.41,91,350.83 +
further interest W.e.f.
16.10.2016 and other
charges

C) 27.02.2017

D) Physical Possession.

A)Rs. 3442
B)Rs.3.442
(on or before
25.11.2026)
C) Rs 0.10 lakhs

inspects the property in consultation with the dealing official as per the details provided.

Date : 06/11/2026
Place : Silchar

TERMS AND CONDITIONS :

The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and tothe following further conditions:

1. The properties are being sold on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS" and "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS"

2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but
the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.

3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website hitps://baanknet.com

4. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com& www.pnbindia.in.

5. The Authorised officer or the bank shall not be responsible for any charge, lien, encumbrances or any other dues to the government or anyone else in
respect of properties (E-auction) not known to the bank. The intending Bidder is advised to make their own independent inquiries regarding the
encumbrances on the property including statutory liabilities, arrears of property tax, electricity dues, etc.

6. The Authorised officer reserves the right to accept any or reject all bids, if not found acceptable or to postpone/cancel/adjourn/discontinue or very the
terms of the auction at any time without assigning any reason whatsoever and his decision in this regard shall be final.

7. It shall be the responsibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themselves about the asset and specification before submitting the bid. The bidder

Sdy-
Authorized Officer
Punjab National Bank
Secured Creditor

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8 (6) & Rule 9 (1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002
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‘Constitution supreme’

the matter and sought Attorney General R
Venkataramani's assistance in the matter.

The Supreme Court's order comes after a post
by the KPCC targeting CJI Surya Kant over a
remark made during a hearing by the top court
on a bunch of petitions seeking a probe into ex-
cesses by the Delhi Police during the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) protests in the capital city.
Following the controversial post, the two bar
associations of the Supreme Court — Supreme
Court Bar Association (SCBA) and Supreme
Court Advocates on Record Association
(SCOARA) — condemned the demand for the
CJlI's resignation.

The post was later deleted due to backlash, and
Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee (KPCC)
leaders also issued an apology. The party added
that it had fired the person responsible for the
post against the CJI.

HC sets aside

streets against alleged irregularities in July and
August. The court observed that there was no
definitive or widespread evidence on record prov-
ing a complete paper leak compromised the se-
lection of the entire pool of successful candi-
dates. Over 1,900 selected candidates had
cleared the exams.

In August, the cancellation of the JSSC-CGL
examination and all other recruitment tests con-
ducted by the private firm TSR Data Process-
ing Private Limited met one of the main demands
of students protesting alleged irregularities in the
Jharkhand Public Service Commission (JPSC)
examinations. Chief minister Hemant Soren also
promised to look into irregularities in all recruit-
ment exams in the state since 2014.

Students protested against alleged irregularities
for 24 days. Some of them sat on a hunger strike
for 16 days.

A bench of Justice Deepak Roshan ruled in
favour of the successful candidates, effectively
restoring the JSSC-CGL selection process. It
clarified that the ongoing Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) probe into individual cases of
exam malpractice and fraud will continue unin-
terrupted. The court said final appointment of the
recruits would be subject to the outcome of the
finality of the ongoing probe. The state govern-
ment issued a blanket notification cancelling the
entire JSSC-CGL recruitment drive, citing in-
terim CID findings and student protests.

‘This organisation

said, according to agency. He further said the
party leadership had heard everyone's concerns
and would take steps to resolve them, adding
that efforts would be made to strengthen both
the party and the government.

“Everyone was heard, and some steps will be
taken soon, while others will be taken gradually.
We will strengthen the party and the government
so that people's difficulties can be addressed.
Alongside this, our fight for the restoration of
Statehood, as well as our fight for Articles 370
and 35A, will continue, and it will be taken to its
final conclusion,” Abdullah added.

Unhappy over the recent cabinet expansion in
Jammu and Kashmir, 18 NC legislators report-
edly held a closed-door meeting on Thursday to
voice their concerns over the exclusion of se-
nior members and the lack of regional balance,
agency had reported earlier.

This coincided with Srinagar Lok Sabha MP Aga
Ruhullah Mehdi's resignation from both Parlia-
ment and the party. Mehdi had earlier accused
the party of failing to act on its commitments
concerning the restoration of Article 370, the re-
lease of prisoners and the protection of people's
rights.

NC MLA Nazir Ahmad Khan also dismissed
speculation about the emergence of a separate
faction within the party, saying that the legisla-
tors had only raised their concerns with the party
leadership.

“Every time, we approach our party leadership
with our issues. A few days ago, we were sitting
together at one place, and the media projected
it as though a separate party had emerged from
the National Conference. No new party was
formed. We had certain issues which we raised
before our Chief Minister and Farooq Sahib, and
they have assured us that these issues will be
addressed,” Khan told reporters, according to
agency.

He added that the leadership had assured the
legislators that their concerns, including politi-
cal and other matters, would be addressed in
phases.

Notices purportedly

counsel told a bench of Justice Amit Mahajan
that no action would be taken against the two
organisations pursuant to the notices. The coun-
sel submitted that X conducted an internal in-
vestigation, which showed that the notices had
not been issued by the Delhi Police. The com-
pany informed the court that it had filed a com-
plaint with the Delhi Police regarding the fake
notices. The submission was made in the peti-
tions filed by IFF and SLFC challenging the pur-
ported notices. SLFC, through advocate Nakul
Gandhi, challenged the purported October 31
and November 2 notices, concerning the
takedown of its X account and certain posts. The
SFLC submitted that it received the notices on
October 29 and November 1 from an individual
claiming to represent the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), demanding that it
cease documenting and publicising instances
of online censorship in India. It stated that the
Special Commissioner of Delhi Police issued no-
tices to X on October 31 and November 2, seek-
ing the withholding of allegedly illegal content,
including URLs linked to the organisation’s ac-
count. The petitioners said the authenticity of the
notices remained unverified. SLFC'’s petition said
it sought to verify the authenticity of the notices
from Delhi Police and X, their origin, authorisation
and authenticity, but could not get them con-
firmed. The court noted X’s statement and
closed the petition.

Police, mining
Lalita Kumari vs Government of Uttar Pradesh
and State of NCT of Delhi vs Sanjay, the tribunal
underscored the obligation of law enforcement
agencies to register FIRs when information dis-
closes a cognisable offence involving theft of
state-owned minerals.
Shivaji Patel of Bargarh had filed an application
before the NGT, alleging that Prem Kishore Patel
had been carrying out illegal sand mining and
large-scale storage in the Mahanadi riverbed at
Chikhili under Ambabhona tehsil without a valid
mining lease. He alleged that sand was extracted
using suction pumps mounted on boats and
supplied commercially to construction projects
and brick manufacturing units in the region.
During a raid on June 22, 2024, enforcement
officials had reportedly detected around 8,688
cubic metres of illegally stored sand. However,
the applicant alleged that the authorities repeat-
edly compounded the violations by imposing
minor penalties instead of initiating criminal pros-
ecution or seizing the machinery used for illegal
mining.
A joint fact-finding committee comprising the
Bargarh Collector, a senior scientist from the
OSPCB and the district Mining Officer found that
Chikhili was not a notified sand source and that
no mining permission had ever been granted
there.
The tribunal observed that the administration’s
claim of not finding active mining during mon-
soon inspections could not absolve it of respon-
sibility for taking action against illegally extracted
and stored sand and its continuing commercial
trade.
Besides directing criminal action against the al-
leged offender, the NGT ordered the OSPCB to
initiate proceedings for the assessment and re-
covery of environmental compensation.
The NGT also asked the director of Mines and
Geology to ensure that all vehicles transporting
minor minerals were fitted with operational GPS-
based vehicle tracking systems and Radio Fre-
guency Ildentification (RFID) tags. Vehicles with-
out such tracking systems should not be allowed
to operate for mineral transportation, while those
found to be involved in illegal activities should
be seized, it said.
The tribunal also directed the Odisha chief sec-
retary to personally review compliance with min-
eral monitoring regulations at least once every
guarter. Minutes of the review meetings and
transparency reports must be uploaded on the
state government’s official website. It also said
all illegally mined or stored river sand seized by
enforcement agencies must be disposed of
through public auction, with the proceeds de-
posited in an OSPCB fund earmarked exclu-
sively for environmental restoration in the af-
fected region..

Telecom regulator

that the licence be national, valid for 20 years
and renewable.

The proposed licence would not be permission
to launch or operate satellites, which remains

with the Department of Space. Holders would
not be allowed to sell services directly to con-
sumers. They would also not need to own sat-
ellites, as a company running gateways for a
foreign satellite operator could qualify.

How it would work

Under the proposed model, a satellite company
would operate the network, while its telecom
partner would sell the service, bill customers,
and handle complaints. TRAI has suggested that
the SCN provider could either seek its own spec-
trum from DoT, naming the partner it would
serve, or use spectrum the partner already
holds, but only to serve that partner.

TRAI has recommended that spectrum be al-
lotted administratively, not auctioned, for up to
five years. It has asked DoT to decide on appli-
cations within 30 days, once security clearances
are in place. The regulator did not propose a new
spectrum price. It said SCN providers should
pay whatever DoT finally decides for satellite
operators. That decision is pending on TRAI's
May 2025 proposal of 4% of adjusted gross rev-
enue.

TRAI has proposed an entry fee of ?37.5 lakh
and a licence fee of 8% of adjusted gross rev-
enue. It has also recommended that telecom
companies be allowed to deduct what they pay
SCN providers from their own revenue for fee
purposes, so the same money is not charged
twice.

Satellite signal on ordinary phones

TRAI also recommended allowing direct-to-de-
vice services, in which satellites connect directly
to regular smartphones in areas without mobile
towers. Under its proposal, mobile operators
could use their existing spectrum for this at no
extra charge, without waiting for the 2027 World
Radiocommunication Conference. However, the
same frequency channel would have to be avail-
able across all 22 telecom circles.

The regulator has proposed that all traffic from
users in India pass through gateways located in
India and not be routed or copied abroad, even if
a local gateway fails. Providers would have to
allow real-time monitoring and lawful intercep-
tion, and gateways would have to be running
within 12 months of approval.

Excise Commissioner

immediate effect. The Additional Excise Com-
missioner will hold the charge of Excise Com-
missioner until further orders," the order said.
Liju had openly expressed dissatisfaction after
three bars in Ernakulam and Kottayam districts
were granted licences under the liquor policy of
the previous LDF government.

The minister maintained that the UDF govern-
ment was in the process of formulating its li-
qguor policy and that no licences should be
granted under the previous government's policy
until the new one was finalised.

He had suspended two Excise Deputy Commis-
sioners for granting licences to the three bars.
The minister had also expressed dissatisfaction
with the grant of a licence to a bakery chain
based in Chalakudy to sell horti wine, a move
permitted under the previous regime.

He intervened to cancel the licence and trans-
ferred the official who had granted it.

Liju has announced that the UDF government's
liquor policy will be presented by the end of this
month.

Reacting to the transfer of the Excise Commis-
sioner, Liju told reporters on Friday that it was
not the first time such a change had occurred.
He said attempts were being made to link the
transfer to issues with various licences issued
by the Excise Department for liquor sales.
"Transfers of Excise Secretaries or Excise Com-
missioners are administrative decisions. The
concerned department naturally takes such de-
cisions," he said.

He said 35 civil servants from various depart-
ments had recently been transferred and the
present move could be considered the 36th
such transfer.

He said action had been taken against Deputy
Excise Commissioners for issuing bar licences
while the government was formulating a new li-
quor policy.

Liju also said the government had informed the
High Court that no fresh licences would be is-
sued until the new policy was announced.

Reservation-category

Only nine IITs provided caste-category-wise va-
cancy data.

Of the 1,501 vacancies reported by these insti-
tutions, 888 were in the Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribe and Other Backward Classes

categories combined.

Details on the study

The study was released as a working paper in
October by the NBER and is also listed as forth-
coming in the ‘Journal of Political Economy:
Microeconomics,’ a US-based journal published
by the University of Chicago Press.

The researchers examined data from 50 engi-
neering and technology colleges across India,
covering 2,710 faculty members and 20,239 stu-
dents. The sample included computer science
and electrical engineering departments.

Eight elite institutions were randomly selected
from among IITs, National Institutes of Technol-
ogy (NITs), Indian Institutes of Information Tech-
nology (IlITs) and other institutions ranked among
the top 100 in the National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF). The remaining 42 colleges
were selected from non-elite institutions, with
their selection weighted by size.

The data were collected in two phases — Octo-
ber to December 2017 and January to March
2019 — as part of a larger project funded by the
All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE),
India’s technical education regulator. The re-
searchers reported response rates of about 95%
for both baseline and endline surveys.

A key part of the study involved randomly as-
signing students to faculty members in 12 col-
leges. This allowed researchers to compare the
academic performance of students taught by
faculty from reservation and general categories,
reducing the possibility that differences in stu-
dent characteristics or faculty selection could
explain the results.

The researchers also noted that the colleges
used standardised course content and centrally
graded end-semester examinations, making
comparisons across faculty members more
reliable.

Teaching outcomes of reserved and general-
category faculty

The study found clear differences in the aca-
demic profiles and seniority of faculty members.
About 14% of reservation-category faculty mem-
bers held a PhD, compared with 21% of gen-
eral-category faculty. The share with a master's
degree as their highest qualification was 64%
among reservation-category faculty and 58%
among general-category faculty.
Reservation-category faculty were also more
likely to be assistant professors — 80%, against
74% among general-category faculty. Only 3%
were professors, compared with 8% of general-
category faculty.

Their average teaching experience was 8.91
years, against 10.06 years for general-category
faculty.

The researchers, however, found that these dif-
ferences did not correspond to lower classroom
performance. As the paper puts it, “These lower
observable qualifications do not translate into
lower quality teaching”.

In the random-assignment analysis, students
taught by reservation-category faculty scored
1.44 percentile points higher in course exami-
nations. The result remained broadly similar af-
ter researchers accounted for differences in fac-
ulty experience, rank, qualifications and gender.
“We find that reservation category faculty actu-
ally teach slightly better than general category
faculty as measured by course grades; students
taught by reservation category faculty have a
higher percentile rank for a given course, with
the magnitude of difference varying between 1.3
to 1.5 percentile points,” the researchers said.
The study found “no meaningful difference” be-
tween students taught by reservation-category
and general-category faculty in standardised
tests conducted after two and four years, atten-
dance, dropout rates, graduation or plans to
pursue postgraduate studies.

It also examined whether students performed
better when taught by faculty members from
their own caste category — a possible “teacher-
like-me” effect. The researchers found no evi-
dence of a consistent advantage for students
taught by faculty from their own social group.
The study found that “even in the face of resent-
ment and possible discrimination, general cat-
egory students obtain slightly better grades (in
absolute terms) in classrooms taught by reser-
vation category faculty than general category
faculty.” Research output and administrative
work The researchers also compared faculty
members' research productivity and adminis-
trative responsibilities. They found no statistically
significant differences between reservation-cat-
egory and general-category faculty in research
funding, publications or the likelihood of holding
administrative positions.
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Buddhadeb Bhattacharya:
Communist who saw the future

Agencies, Kolkata :
Buddhadeb
Bhattacharya
Buddhada to us —
passed away Thurs-
day morning. He had
been suffering for quite
some time. His condi-
tion had worsened due
to prolonged lung-re-
lated afflictions. In and
out of the hospital, a
couple of times his
doctors managed to
bring him back home.
But not this time. He
succumbed to a se-
vere cardiac attack.

Buddhada was one of
the younger generation
of leaders who came
into prominence and
contributed to the re-
surgence of the Party
and the Left in West
Bengal in the turbulent
late '60s. Initiated
through student activ-
ism, he soon became
the main face of the
youth movement as
the first general secre-
tary of the youth
organisation in 1968
and built the demo-
cratic youth federation
across the state. He
emerged as a key
leader and organiser of
the younger genera-
tion, instrumental in
mobilising the youth
against severe as-
saults on the Party and
the Left in resisting the

semi-fascist terror of
the '70s.

After its emergence in
1977, the Left Front
established itself at the
helm of affairs in the
political landscape of
West Bengal. First as
MLA and then as a
prominent member of
Jyoti Basu’s govern-
ment, Buddhada
played a key role in
consolidating the ad-
vances on people’s is-
sues. In 2000, when
Jyoti Basu stepped
down, Bhattacharya
became the chief min-
ister. He led the Party
and the Left Frontin the
assembly elections in
2001 and subsequently
in 2006.

Buddhada combined a
firm commitment to the
principles of the
struggle for the eman-
cipation of downtrod-
den sections with an

effort to assert a mod-
ern and contemporary
outlook geared to meet
the changing global
and national context.
He believed deeply that
the significant ad-
vances etched out by
the Left and the pro-
gressive movement,
based on economic
and social justice ush-
ered in by agrarian re-
forms, had led to stun-
ning advances in deep-
ening justice, improv-
ing the conditions of the
working people and
providing a strong foun-
dation for further
progress. He wanted
to give a vigorous push
to the industrial policy
initiated in 1994 to take
a big leap in providing
employment by building
industry. Despite the
decline in public sector
investment in industry
and agriculture, he be-

lieved, along with the
collective opinion of the
Party and the Left, that
transforming the na-

ture of Bengal's
economy with greater
priorities on modern in-
dustry, was essential
for the state, which
was at a crossroads, to
move forward. Critics
denigrated him for this
stance, but his ap-
proach was not at the
cost of economic and
social justice, which
was on firmer ground.
Buddhada’s personal
life was modest and
frugal. He never moved
out of his small two-
bedroom flat in South
Kolkata, even after
reaching high office. He
did not believe in enjoy-
ing anything beyond
what was necessary
for life. He deeply be-
lieved in a democratic
style of government.

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBER

SILCHAR
FIRE Brigade- 245801
ASEB Complain- 234400
Municipality- 233830
Silchar Police Station - 246279
Rangirkhari Police Outpost- 225067
Tarapur Police Station - 245846
Malugram Police Outpost- 262173
Gungoor PoliceQutpost - 261825
Traffic Police- 246336
L akhipur Police Station- 287425
Udharbond Police Station - 281424
Katigorah Police Station- 268175
Borkhola Police Station- 286433
Dholai Police Station - 258422
Sonai Police Station - 274424

GOVT. AND NON GOVT. HOSPITAL

Silchar Medical College Emergency- 233819
Mritanjoy- 108
Silchar Civil Hospital- 245735
Redcross--- 263107
Kalyani Hospital- 268460
Shiv Sundhari Nari Shikhasram- 246400
Mediland Nursing Home-- 261828
South CityNursing Home- 240991
Lions Eye Hospital -- 231001
Green View Nursing Home- 234043
KC Nursing Home - 234145
Nightangle Nursing Home-- 242171
ElloraNursing Home- 247 854
Mousawmi Hospital - 230152
SudiptaNursing Home- 220255
Cancer Hospital - 268447
Vally Hospital-- 242852

ENQUIRY
Railway-- 263094
Airport - 282311
Air India( City) 245707
Telephone-- 197

TRAVELS
StateTransport- 268844
Capital Travels- 247751
Jagannath Travels- 220597

BLOOD BANK
Silchar Medical College- 241229
Barak Blood Bank- 222185
KARIMGANJ

Civil Hospital- 262025
Mritunjoy - 108

Redcross- 262099
Fire Brigade- 262101
Municipality- 262085
ASEB Complian 262006
Asirbad Nursing Home - 266938
Lifeline Hospital- 260046
Karimganj Police Station- 262023
Badarpur Police Station-- 255429
Ramkrishnagar Police Station -- 259429
N ilambazar Police Station - 258422
Bazarichara Police OutPost- 287955
ENQUIRY
Railway - 262010
State Transport- 222280
Telephone-- 197
HAILAKANDI
Fire Brigade- 222101
ASEB Complain-- 222223
Civil Hospital -- 222423
Police Station - 222253
Municipality- 222248
ENQUIRY
Railway- 222470
State Transport- 222280
Telephone- 197

GUWAHATI STD CODE-0361

HOSPITAL
Gauhati Medical College & Hospital-

Down Town Hospital-

MahandraMohan Choudhury Hospital- 2543998
B. Barka Centre Hospital -
Asom International Hospital-
BharmaputraHospital Limited -

AryaHospital -

Good Health Hospital -
Nan care Hospital-
Dispur Pollyclinic --
Nabajiban Hospital -
Win--Hospital-

Gauhati Naurogical Research Centre-

East Nursing Home-
Sankardev Natralaya -
North East & Institute-
Ajaid-- Hospital -

BLOOD BANK

252057
2331003

2472366
2347700
2451634
2606663
2268230
252 8587
2260864
2334654
2351986
2227700
2550334
2228879
9435404988
9864070675

Marawari Hospital Research Centre - 2733737

cTiSuaE SiSiTI=1 aies ['L-‘ punjab national bank

Email : cosilcharrecovery@pnb.bank.in

CO: SAM, Circle Office Silchar (903200)
Circle Office, Central Road Silchar 788001(Assam)

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

respective properties.

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) and 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described
immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has been
taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is", "As is what is", and "Whatever there
is" on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective
borrower (s) and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

'ﬁ“: A) Name of the Branch | Description of the Immovable Properties [A) ?;'(Z?If g:;‘:ggl ngliczeot}lgs A) Reserve Price £
o . i =
B) Name of the Account Mortgaged/ Owner's Name (mortgagers of 8) Outsta:dingAmountasan{in Rs) (Rs. in Lacs) EE gg
property(ies}) C) Possession Date u/s 13(4) of B) EMD 5| .5
C) Name & addresses of SARFESIACT 2002 C) Bid Increase ;E 288
the Borrower/ D) Nature of Possession Symbolic/ Amount = & E 2
Guarantors Account Physical/Constructive 5..5 E‘E §
1 |A) Badarpur (003820) The property is a Land & building property at|A) 10.02.2022 £ Ef;
B) Mr Sajal Kumar Das Mouza- Siddheswar Part-Il, Pargona-Katigorah, | B) Rs.9,96,892.00 with oo
C) Borrower- 1) Mr Sajal| Cachar measuring an area of 5 Katha under Dag further interest from A) Rs.52.60 Lakh
Kumar  Das, S/O-Late|No.192, 2nd RS Patta No.72 in the name of Sri 01.02.2022 B) Rs 5.26 Lakh
Jaladhar Chandra Das, Vill-| Sajal Kumar Das. Bounded by: C) 05.05.2022 (on or before
Siddheswar Part-ll, P.O-| North: 12ft common passage leading to Kalain D) Symbolic Possession. 25.11.2026)
Katirail, Dist-Cachar, Assam-| Badarpur Road. C) Rs.0.10 Lakh
788705 South: Common passage.
East: Land of Joy Kishor Kahar
West: Land of Sukhamay Das.
2 |A) Silchar (003720) All that part and parcel of the properties consisting | A) 25.06.2021 A)Rs.33.84 Lakh | =
B) Mahmood Hassan Mazumder| of semi RCC building standing on a plot of land | B) Rs.26,60624.51with B)Rs 3.384 Lakh | &
C) Borrower: Mahmood| measuring 15 Kathas, 10 Chataks 3 Gondas further interest from (on or befora o
Hassan Mazumder, Sfo Lt|under Dag No 549,547 and 509,531,530, 01.06.2021 25.11.2026) Sl
Mohibur Rahman Mazumder| 532,550,545,570 and 2nd RS Patta No. 196,5 C) 09/06/2022 CIR '0 .1DL kh g c
Vil & P.O:-Berenga Pt-Il,|Mouza: Kanakpur pt Il, Pargona :Barakpur|p) symbolic Possession. JRs.0.10La a3
Silchar. Assam 788005. Situated at Kanakpur, Silchar in the Name of - o
Guarantor/ Mortgagor:| Kabul Hussain Laskar. = -
Kabul Hussain Laskar, S/o Lt.| Bounded by: g c
Mozir Uddin Laskar, Vill &|North : Land of Md Monjur Ahmed Barbhuiya P=3 g
P.O: Kanankpur Pt-1l, Silchar,| South : Lane 6 Feet AL b
Assam: 788005 East : Land of Mustt Rumi Begum - x
West : Purchased Land of Md Kabul Hussain and 3 'E,'
thereafter land of must Fakrun Nessa ﬁ =
3 |A) Silchar (003720) The property is residential land and all structures | A) 18.05.2021 A) Rs.77.76 Lakh -
B) Sharmistha Deb Purkayastha | measuring 05 Kathas, under 2nd RS Dag No 5|B) Rs.29,55,103.60 with B) Rs.7.776 Lakh o
C) Borrower-1) Sharmistha|and 2nd RS Patta No. 3 Mouza: Kanakpur Pt |,|  further interest and other (0,{ orbafore N
Deb Purkayastha, Wio| Pargona: Barakpur situated at lane no 15, 1st Link charges w.e.f. 01.01.2022 25.11.2026)
Animesh Deb Purkayastha,|Road in the name of Sharmistha Deb €)20.10.2021 C)RIOIﬂJL kh
1st Link Road, Lane No 15,| Purkayastha. D) Symbolic Possession BRI
House No. 28, Silchar, Assam| Bounded by:
- 788006. East: Link Road Lane No 15.
Guarantor: 1) Animesh Deb| West: Link Road Lane No. 14,
Purkayastha, 1st Link Road,| North: Residenceof Smt. Binapani Nath
Lane No 15 House No 28, Choudhury
Silchar, Assam - 788006 South: Residence of Sri. Nibhu Ram Das

Date : 06.11.2026
Place : Silchar

TERMS AND CONDITIONS :
The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and tothe following further conditions:
1. The properties are being sold on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS" and "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS"
2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised
Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.
3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://baanknet.com
4. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer hitps://baanknet.com& www.pnbindia.in.

Sd/-
Authorized Officer
Punjab National Bank
Secured Creditor

From Uttarakhand to Wayanad: Balancing

realpolitik with green transition

Agencies, Dehradun : One, it is not a uniform
national transition. There are several, varying
state-led transitions. Two, there is tension be-
tween the drivers of this transition and our trade
policy. Three, there is an imbalance between
the realpolitik of governance and the ethical im-
perative of sustainable development. What
should be the actions that flow from these
thoughts is beyond the scope of this article.
The green energy transition is predominantly
about green electrification. The pace, scope and
size of the shift from fossil fuels to a clean, non-
carbon energy system depend on the electrifi-
cation of transport, industry, buildings and resi-
dential areas. As such, given that electricity gen-
eration, transmission and distribution is a Con-
current Subject, the design and effectiveness
of the green energy transition is the joint respon-
sibility of the Centre and states.

The Union Ministry of New and Renewable En-
ergy (MNRE) has made impressive progress.
There is a roadmap for meeting 50 per cent of
India’s energy requirements from renewables
by 2030. The objective is to create 500 GW of
RE installed capacity by that year, and the MNRE
is committed to bid out 50 GW of solar genera-
tion capacity every year. They exceeded this
target by almost 25 per cent in 2023. More sig-
nificant, perhaps, is that the silos that segre-
gate the functioning of different government min-
istries have been perforated. MNRE and the
Ministry of Power, along with the regulatory agen-
cies under the latter’s umbrella (Central Elec-
tricity Authority (CEA); Central Electricity Regu-
latory Commission (CERC); Central Transmis-
sion Utility (CTU); and Power System Opera-
tion Corporation Ltd (POSCQ)) are working in
harmony.

More, of course, needs to be done. Transmis-
sion connectivity is inadequate. Scale-up re-
quires grid-scale energy storage, and even as
costs and technology move in the right direc-
tion, this remains a long-haul problem. Green
finance is limited and of too short a duration.
There is no dearth of interested investors in RE.
There is, however, a dearth of “patient” green
capital. The majority of the current investors are
looking for a profitable exit within 6-7 years,
whereas what is required is a 25-year time ho-
rizon.

On balance though, the central government
deserves credit for going beyond atmospherics
and for spelling out the specifics of the mile-

stones to be crossed and how.

A less clear picture emerges when the energy
transition is seen through the lens of state gov-
ernments. Some states like Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Odisha, and Delhi have moved
further and faster because of a combination of
a conducive policy environment, demographics,
and OEMs. Others, like Haryana, have compa-
rably supportive policies, but progress has
slowed because of their failure to put in place
the machinery for implementation. And then there
are states like Rajasthan, which are financially
stretched and have struggled to provide the in-
centives to propel the shift away from fossil fu-
els.

The fact is there is no uniformity in the pattern of
the clean energy transition across the states.
They are proceeding at varying speeds. Even-
tually though, given that this transition does not
respect political and institutional boundaries, all
entities — central government, state govern-
ments, public sector companies, private sector
generators, and consumers — should align.
This will, however, require major structural and
institutional redesign.

Trade policy must subserve national interest.
That is beyond debate. But what is not, is the
weightage to be given to contributory facets of
national interest. In the context of the energy tran-
sition, this surfaces a policy dilemma — one best
exemplified by the outsized presence of China
in the clean energy market. The International En-
ergy Agency (IEA) reported that in 2023, China
accounted for 63 per cent of the incremental glo-
bal addition in renewables (298 GW of the 473
GW added); that it has an abundance of com-
ponents of the solar/wind value chain from
polysilica, wafers, cells, and modules; and that
it can produce world-class quality solar panels,
wind turbines, and batteries at the cheapest
price. Bloomberg has, for instance, reported that
Chinese solar panels are 85 per cent cheaper
than US panels and 55 per cent cheaper than
those made in Southeast Asia. The fact is, were
Indian manufacturers allowed unconstrained
access to cheap Chinese products, the com-
petitiveness gap between clean energy and in-
cumbent fossil fuels would narrow even further,
and that would accelerate the transition. But this
is, of course, a geopolitically unrealistic propo-
sition. India cannot expose itself to the vulner-
ability of over-dependence on China. There
would be national security implications.
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Karnataka reports

it being one of the prescribed testing param-
eters,” the statement said. The state then com-
missioned independent testing at the Shriram
Research Institute. The laboratory certificates
attached to the statement record the ethanol con-
centrations in the samples, including 31.2% in

an I0CL sample and 30.5% in an HPCL Power

sample. The government said the omission in

the oil companies’ reports raised questions about

transparency in fuel marketing. It added that the

laboratory findings establish the ethanol content

of the samples tested. They do not, by them-
selves, establish how widespread such concen-
trations are across the state’s fuel supply, the

statement said.

Concerns over vehicle damage
The government raised concerns about the im-
pact of higher ethanol blends on vehicles de-

signed to operate with lower concentrations. It

added that estimates suggest that 99% of India’s
vehicles were not built to handle blends exceed-
ing E20. The government said even vehicles sold
after April 2023 are certified for ethanol blends
of up to 20%. The statement estimated that mo-

torists lose 762,000 crore annually through lower

fuel efficiency. That calculation assumes a 10%
reduction in mileage, annual petrol consumption

of 6,200 crore litres and a price of ?100 a litre. It
separately estimates annual repair costs for
vehicle components at ?39,000 crore. “With a
conservative estimate, consumers are facing a

hidden burden of nearly ?1.01 lakh crore annu-

ally,” the statement said.

The government questioned whether fuel dis-
pensing infrastructure was equipped to handle
higher ethanol blends. It said most dispensing
units at petrol stations were designed for fuel

containing up to 15% ethanol and argued that

the necessary upgrades might not have been

made.

The state government has asked the Union gov-
ernment to explain the ethanol concentrations
found in the samples. It sought clarification on
the actual blend being supplied to consumers
and sought action against oil marketing compa-
nies found selling petrol containing over 20%

ethanol.

Centre proposing parity in mineral taxation, states’
rights to remain intact: Union Mines Secretary

Agencies, Panaji : The
proposed amend-
ments to the Mines and
Minerals Act, or MMDR
Act, seek to bring
greater parity in taxa-
tion and production
costs across states
while maintaining their
rights to collect taxes
and cess, Union Mines
Secretary Keshav
Chandra said on
Thursday.

The senior IAS officer
was addressing a con-
ference of mining min-
isters on reforms in the
mining and coal sector
in South Goa.
Chandra said India
needs to strengthen its
domestic capacity to
explore and process
critical minerals and
manufacture products

using them to avoid de-
pendence on imports
and the resulting disad-
vantages in the global
economy.

Union Mines Minister G
Kishan Reddy, Goa
Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant and Union Min-
ister of State for Mines
Satish Chandra Dubey
were also present.
According to Chandra,
the availability of critical
minerals, including rare
earth elements, lithium
and nickel, along with
domestic processing
facilities, is crucial for
manufacturing perma-
nent magnets and bat-
teries.

"We are taking very
important steps to-
wards self-sufficiency,"
he said, adding that the

Centre has announced
substantial subsidies
for industries coming
forward to establish
lithium and nickel pro-
cessing facilities.
Chandra said the gov-
ernment has also
launched a scheme
with an outlay of
?1,500 crore to pro-
mote recycling of black
mass and electronic
waste.

Around 58 recycling
entities have registered
under the scheme,
pledging a combined
processing capacity of
850 KTPA, against the
initially envisaged 270
KTPA, he said.

The Mines Secretary
expressed confidence
that India would be able
to generate sufficient

guantities of critical
minerals and other es-
sential inputs for manu-
facturing permanent
magnets and batteries
over the next three to
four years.

Explaining the rationale
behind the proposed
MMDR Act amend-
ments, Chandra said
significant variations in
the cost of mineral pro-
duction and taxation
between neighbouring
states could adversely
affect industries and
lead to a shift in eco-
nomic activity to states
offering more
favourable conditions.
Citing the example of
bauxite, he said the
situation could create
supply-related chal-
lenges and even en-

courage imports de-
spite domestic avail-
ability.

"There has to be par-
ity. There has to be
economic sense in im-
posing certain cesses
and taxes on all the
minerals," he said.
Chandra underlined
that the proposed
amendments would
not undermine the
rights of states, assert-
ing that they would con-
tinue to retain the au-
thority to collect taxes
and cess. He said 92
to 93 per cent of the
revenue generated
from mining activities
goes to states, while
the Centre does not re-
ceive any significant
revenue apart from
GST, which he claimed

is also devolved to
states. About three per
cent of the royalty-re-
lated revenue is utilised
for exploration activi-
ties, he added. The
Mines Secretary urged
states to adopt a
broader and more pru-
dent approach towards
mining policies, stress-
ing the need for a ratio-
nal tax structure and an
enabling economic en-
vironment to facilitate
industrial  growth.
Emphasising the im-
portance of coopera-
tive federalism, he said
the Centre respects the
rights of states while
also recognising the
need to ensure eco-
nomic growth and
competitiveness in the
mining sector.

100 pc targets under cleanliness, records management
campaign achieved: Union health ministry

Agencies, New Delhi
: The Union health min-
istry has achieved 100
per cent of the targets
under a campaign
aimed at clearing ad-
ministrative pendency
and overhauling
records management,
with over 1.20 lakh
physical files weeded
out, 5.82 lakh square
feet of office space
cleared and more than
1 crore generated
through disposal of

scrap and e-waste, the
ministry said.

Special Campaign 6,
conducted from Octo-
ber 2 to 31, covered
1,62,325 sites across
offices and institutions
under the Department
of Health and Family
Welfare, including cen-
tral government hospi-
tals, attached and sub-
ordinate offices, au-
tonomous bodies and
central public sector
undertakings. During

the campaign, 12,840
public grievances and
6,026 associated ap-
peals were disposed
of, while 119 references
received from MPs
were addressed, a
ministry statement
said.

The ministry also sim-
plified 19 rules and pro-
cesses as part of ef-
forts to reduce admin-
istrative pendency and
streamline proce-
dures.

Under the records
management exercise,
1,25,114 physical files
were reviewed and
1,20,115 weeded out. In
addition, 37,481 e-files
were reviewed and
32,542 closed, the
statement said.
These measures re-
sulted in reclamation of
5,82,449 square feet of
office space, the min-
istry said.

The disposal of scrap
and e-waste generated

revenue exceeding ?1
crore while facilitating
responsible manage-
ment of obsolete mate-
rials.

The campaign focused
on institutionalising
cleanliness, improving
records management,
reducing pendency
and creating cleaner
and more efficient
working environments
across health ministry
institutions, it added.
Union Health Minister J

P Nadda visited AIIMS,
Delhi, during the cam-
paign to review cleanli-
ness, waste manage-
ment and patient
amenities.

Minister of State for
Health  Prataprao
Jadhav visited a health
check-up camp at
Kartavya Bhawan-1
and interacted with
'safai mitras'. The
health secretary also
reviewed the
campaign's progress.
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Virat Kohli hurls a mouthful, gives

aggressive send-off to Charith Asalanka

after

Agencies, New Delhi
> India enjoyed a dream
start to the 2nd ODI
against Sri Lanka, with
Mohammed Siraj dis-
missing the in-form
Pathum Nissanka first
ball of the match. How-
ever, there was no
such excitement on
Wednesday in the se-
ries decider as the In-
dia quick came in for
some real pounding.
Siraj leaked bound-
aries and  with
Nissanka taking him to
the cleaners, the India
pacer's figures read 0/
22 after the first three
overs. Siraj's second
spell was equally woe-
ful as he conceded two
sixes and a boundary
to Avishka Fernando
with India running out of
options. Siraj was
clearly having an off
day — and the fact that
it was against a team
he loves bowling
against — made mat-
ters even more frustrat-
ing for India's only front-
line pacer in the match.
And perhaps it was this
very frustration that
landed him in a situa-
tion with Sri Lanka cap-
tain Charith Asalanka.

India slump to 110-run defeat, los

In the 39th over, Siragj
mouthed a few words
to Kusal Mendis, which
were not taken pleas-
antly by the Sri Lanka
batter. The two kept
having a go at each
other, with Siraj looking
at Mendis and gestur-
ing something towards
the dressing room.
Mendis, however, who
was unbeaten on 30
and with Sri Lanka's
score on 183/3, was
having none of it and
charged towards the
India pacer. Siraj tried
to get under Mendis'
skin by dishing out the
chirping hand signal
before turning back to
walk towards his run-
up. Tempers clearly
flared.

Watching his team-
mate getting involved in
verbal volleys, the origi-
nal master of it, Virat
Kohli decided to have a
go himself. Unlike Siraj,
Kohli's target was not
Mendis, but the Sri
Lankan captain Charith
Asalanka who came to
bat after the fall of
opener Fernando's
wicket. India, in dire
need of a wicket, were
given a breakthrough
by none other than
debutant Riyan Parag.
His leg-break first
claimed the wicket of
Fernando four short of
a century, before trap-
ping Asalanka for a 10.
The moment the
umpire's finger went
up, Kohli pulled off a

sendoff reminiscent of
his younger days.
Kohli, brimming with
excitement, dished out
his trademark roar, a
mention of 'Ben
Stokes' and then hurled
a mouthful to the Sri
Lankan captain as he
made his long walk
back.

From 173/1, Sri Lanka
were eventually re-
stricted to 248/7, set-
ting India their biggest
target of the series.
Barring the top three,
none of the Sri Lankan
batters could contrib-
ute as India roared
back in the last 12
overs to keep them un-
der 250.

Sri Lanka win

India's joy was short-

Kusal Mendis charges at Siraj

lived as a similar pat-
tern unfolded with their
batting. For the third
time in three matches,
India's batting capitu-
lated — this one being
the worst of the lot — as
the reigning T20 world
champions were
bowled out for just 138,
giving Sri Lanka a
handsome 110-run win
and their first bilateral
ODI series against the
Men in Blue since 1997
— 27 years ago.

Rohit Sharma and
Shubman Gill added
37 runs for the open-
ing wicket, which
shockingly was the
highest of the innings.
Once Gill played an
awful shot and Rohit
perished out caught
behind, it was
shambolic as usual.
Kohli looked in good
nick, creaming four
boundaries en route to
20 before getting out
LBW for the third time
this series. For Sri
Lanka, it was that man
once again, Dunith
Wellalage, who picked
the bones, finishing
with 5/27 — his second
five-for against India in
five ODls.

e

ODI series to Lanka after 27 years

Agencies, New
Delhi : Sri Lanka’s
spinners spun a web
around India’s
vaunted batting line-
up for the third match
in a row to inflict a
110-run defeat in
Colombo on
Wednesday and win
the three-match
series 2-0. This is the
first time in 27 years
that Sri Lanka have
won a bilateral ODI
series against India,
and it couldn’t have
been sweeter as their
spinners accounted
for a record-breaking
27 wickets in just
three matches, the
highest against India
for any side in a
bilateral series.

The real tragedy,
though, wasn’tin the
result but the appall-
ing loss of competi-
tion that reduced this
series into a walk-
over. For all the
attacking verve Rohit
Sharma has tried to
inject in each of the
three ODI chases,
not once has India’s
middle-order been
able to temper the
quick starts with the
level of skill that could
thwart Sri Lanka’s
spinners. Only
Sharma, Virat Kohli
and the spunky
Washington Sundar
could cross 20 as six

batters were dis-
missed for single
digits. India are No.1,
seventh-placed Sri
Lanka haven't even
qualified for the
Champions Trophy
but this defeat told a
different story as
India were schooled
by spinners in a hark
back to the 1990s.

“I don’t think it's a
concern,” said
Sharma at the post-
match presentation
when asked if playing
spin was a worry.
“But it's something
we need to look at
seriously, our indi-
vidual gameplans,
and it's something we
were definitely put
under pressure with
in this series.” Giving
credit to Sri Lanka for
playing well, Sharma
admitted they hadn’t
been up to par but
this loss shouldn'’t set
off alarm bells.

“We didn’t play good
cricket throughout the
series, and that is
why we stand here.
There were a few
positives too. How
the spinners bowled,
some of the batters in
the middle as well.
We lost the series,
and | feel there are a
lot of areas we need
to look at rather than
the positives. We
need to go back and

look at what we need
to do when we come
up against conditions
like this. Series lost
doesn’t mean the end
of the world. These
guys have been
playing very well over
the past few years,
very consistent, you
will lose the odd
series.”

The capitulation to
spin, however, must
ruffle a few feathers.
If it was Jeffrey
Vandersay who broke
India’s resistance
with six wickets in the
second ODI, on
Wednesday it was
Dunith Wellalage’s
turn with five wickets.
There was no plan
against spin, just the
odd show of defiance
or innovation when
ideally batters should
have turned to graft-
ing the gettable run
rate. Failure to do so
for three matches in
a row points to an
inexplicable nosedive
of technical and
mental prowess in
the space of a week.
So shambolic has
been India’s batting
that perhaps only
Sharma can escape
scrutiny. Shubman
Gill averaged 19,
ending this series
being bowled, miss-
ing a wild slog after
charging down the

pitch. Brought in
place of KL Rahul,
Rishabh Pant de-
parted in similar
fashion — skipping
down the track to
Maheesh
Theekshana who
pulled the length back
and beat his outer
edge so comprehen-
sively that his stump-
ing could easily be
mistaken as a run
out. Unprecedented
too has been the
form of Kohli, who
averaged 19.33in
three matches — his
lowest in seven
bilateral ODI series
against Sri Lanka.
Neither Axar Patel nor
Shreyas lyer could
read the ball off the
hand or the pitch to
be bowled and
trapped leg-before
respectively. Nothing
however summed up
India’s ignominy more
aptly than the dis-
missal of Riyan
Parag, looking far
from a debutant till he
shouldered arms to a
good length ball from
Vandersay that didn’t
turn and clattered into
his middle stump.
Washington'’s feisty
cameo ensured it
wasn’'t a complete
surrender but it was
only delaying the
inevitable after India’s
batting spine had

been systematically
dismantled.

It only underscored
the importance of
opener Avishka
Fernando’s 96 off
102, setting up Sri
Lanka for a potentially
massive finish before
they lost 28 runs for
five wickets and had
to settle for 248/7.
Still, it was an im-
provement on their
previous two scores
here — 230 in the
first ODI and 240 in
the second. The first
two partnerships —
No.3 Kusal Mendis
scored 59 —contrib-
uted 89 and 82 but
once again India’s
spinners delivered
crucial blows as
they bowled 37
overs, their highest
in an ODI since
2011. Washington
(1/29), Patel (1/41)
and Kuldeep Yadav
(1/36) kept the runs
in check but Parag
proved to be the
trump card as he
removed Fernando,
Charith Asalanka
and Wellalage to
finish with 3/54 in
his maiden ODI.
From 171/1, Sri
Lanka slid to 199/6
in no time but
Kamindu Mendis’s
19-ball 23 ensured
the hosts had plenty
to defend.
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Vinesh Phogat and athletes
‘weight cutting’ — why they

do it and the health dangers

Agencies, New Delhi
: In wrestling, the
equation is slightly dif-
ferent. Weight can
sometimes add to the
advantage of an ath-
lete. Imagine a 30 kg
person or a 40 kg per-
son wrestling a 60kg
person. If the 60kg
person puts the 40 kg
person down, there is
little chance that the
40 kg person can
counter that. To avoid
any unfair advantage,
wrestling associa-
tions have demar-
cated categories such
as under-50kg, un-
der-53kg, under-57kg
so that similar body
structure athletes are
competing with each
other and chances of
any unfair edge are
negligible. Despite
this, athletes try to use
these categories to
their own advantage.
Let’'s suppose an
athlete’s weight is
52kg. She should typi-
cally be competing in
the under-53kg cat-
egory. However, what
athletes can do is reg-
ister for the under-
50kg category be-
cause they know that
they will be able to
manage their body
weight accordingly
and use the lean
mass to their benefit.
A few days before the
competition, they be-
gin a weight-control
programme which in-
cludes excessive
workouts so that they
burn calories. They
stop eating and start
restricting their fluids
so their bodies do not
retain water. In addi-
tion, through exercise,
they perspire and con-
tinue to lose liquids.
This is essentially

similar to what we
categorise as intermit-
tent fasting or com-
plete fasting to lose
weight. The way this
works is that first, one
can start losing weight
by burning calories,
which in turn burns fat.
Once the fat is burnt,
the next resource is
fat and carbohydrates
together. Once that is
depleted, there is only
protein, which is an in-
efficient source of en-
ergy. This puts the
body into what is
known as a catabolic
state — the athlete is
now beginning to lose
lean mass, which is
not the aim. But it oc-
curs when the person
overshoots the
weight-loss target and
can land the athlete in
health trouble. Imme-
diately after the com-
petition, they have
what we call the
“binge eating” phase.
On average, say in a
period of about 48
hours, one can easily
put on one to two kg.
This is possible
through carbohydrate
loading and in some
c a s e s |,
hyperalimentation.
Athletes are then able

to transit back to their

normal weight.
Through this, over a
period of time, they
master the ability to
get the right weight
just before the com-
petition. Vinesh’s nu-
tritionist felt that 1.5 kg
of nutrition over the
day was enough to
give her energy for the
bouts. However, this
process is harmful to
the athlete’s body and
generally discouraged
by associations. It can
lead to injury and a vi-
cious cycle of other
related issues such
as stress, bulimia and
depression. Nonethe-
less, athletes con-
tinue to engage in this
practice. According to
reports, Vinesh
Phogat was about 150
gm over the weight
limit of 50 kg. So if she
were to shed that extra
mass, it would take her
about three to four,
maybe even five hours
with a good and con-
tinuous workout. But
there is no average
number of hours that
can be generalised
across the board — it
depends on the physi-
cal exertion already un-
dertaken.

Deed Changing Name/Surname

2025.

2026.

I, Imam Uddin Mazumder (new name) now lately
called Imamuddin Majumdar (former name) employed
as Lascar (Designation) in the post held at the time by
the Government servant at No. 22 Wing Airforce, C/o.
99 APO where employed in the Ministry/Department of
the Government of India hereby -

Wholly renounce, relinquish and abandon the use
of my former name of Imamuddin Majumdar and in
place thereof do assume from the date thereof the
name of Imam Uddin Mazumder and so that | may
hereafter be called known and distinguished not by my
former name of Imamuddin Majumdar but by me
assumed name of Imam Uddin Mazumder.

In have hereunto subscribed my former and adopted
names of Imamuddin Majumdar and Imam Uddin
Mazumder and affixed my sela this 27th day of October,

I swear, and sign this Affidavit before the Judicial
Magistrate at Silchar on this the 4th day of November,

Deponent
Imam Uddin Mazumder
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Supreme Court refuses to ‘Don’t need blessings of foreign powers'

entertain Azam Khan's
bail pleain ED case,
urges HC to hear matter

Agencies, New Delhi
: The Supreme Court
on Thursday refused to
entertain Samajwadi
Party (SP) leader
Azam Khan’s plea
challenging his arrest
in a fresh money laun-
dering case filed by the
Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) and urged the
Allahabad high court to
hear the matter on No-
vember 16. “The high
court has been grant-
ing you liberty at every
stage. We do not want
to bypass the high
court,” a bench of Chief
Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant and justice
Joymalya Bagchi said.
Khan was arrested on
October 31 in the
money laundering
case, shortly after he
and his son Abdullah
Azam Khan were re-
leased from Rampur
prison in Uttar Pradesh
in an alleged dual PAN
card case. The latest
case pertains to al-
leged misuse of gov-
ernment funds in the
construction of the
Mohammad Ali Jauhar
University that was es-
tablished in Rampur by
Khan. The 78-year-old
SP veteran was pro-
duced before the spe-
cial Ghaziabad court
and subsequently sent
to judicial custody for
14 days.

The top court bench
directed the transfer of
Khan’s bail petition to
the Allahabad high court
within two days. It also
directed the registrar
general of the high
court to immediately
place the matter before

the chief justice, to con-
stitute a division bench
for the hearing on No-
vember 16. “The divi-
sion bench is re-
guested to pass order
on the prayer for in-
terim relief (bail),” it
said.

Appearing for Khan,
senior advocate Kapil
Sibal alleged that ED
has opened 28 new
Enforcement Case In-
formation Reports
(ECIR) based on predi-
cate offences dating
back to 2006. He ar-
gued that the whole
purpose of arresting
his client now is to keep
himin custody ahead of
the assembly elections
in Uttar Pradesh early
nextyear.

“Your argument may
have substance but if
we say something in
your favour it will preju-
dice the case. We will
request the high court
to decide on the very
first day of reopening
after the Diwali vaca-
tion. If there is a vaca-
tion bench, we will ask
the chief justice to con-
sider,” the bench said.
Sibal said the
Allahabad high court
granted Khan bail on
October 29 in the dual
PAN card case, but ED
officials were already
waiting outside the jail
before he could walk
out.

He cited Khan's age
and the 87 previous
cases in which he has
secured bail. He also
pointed out that the lat-
est arrest comes
ahead of the state as-
sembly elections

scheduled to be held
next year.

“They have shown
goats and cows as pro-
ceeds of crime, does it
not shock judicial con-
science? And 28 fresh
cases have been
lodged by ED. It will
take years for me to be
released in all these
matters. This is pure
persecution as they
want me to die in jail.
They knew | would be
released by the high
court, so they filed a
fresh ECIR. This is to
make sure in the next
elections | am not
there,” he said.

The bench told Sibal: “It
appears the nub of the
ED material is Income
Tax proceedings where
a substantial amount
has been shown as
part of the manage-
ment of the university.
Your argument is that it
is malafide. There is a
substantial passage of
time but what the ED
plead is that because of
your supervening influ-
ence, FIR was not reg-
istered back then.” It
was referring to the SP
rule in Uttar Pradesh in
2006, when party
leader Mulayam Singh
Yadav was chief minis-
ter.

The court also said one
of the ECIRs is with
regard to misuse of Haj
Committee funds. On
October 29, Khan was
granted bail in the dual
PAN case, in which he
was awarded a 10-year
prison term. The high
court suspended the
sentence but refused
to stay the conviction.

Hasina on if she wants US, India to
pressure Bangladesh for her safe return

Agencies, Dhaka :
Former Bangladesh
prime minister Sheikh
Hasina has said she
does not need the
backing of any foreign
country to return
home. Her decision to
return to Bangladesh
from exile in India by
December remains
unchanged despite the
possibility of arrest or
death, Hasina said on
Thursday.

Asked whether she ex-
pected countries such
as the United States
and India to put pres-
sure on Bangladesh to
ensure her safe return,
the ousted leader said
she was not seeking
foreign protection.

“I value friendship and
cooperation with all na-
tions. That has always
been our
(Bangladesh's) foreign
policy. But | do not need
the blessing of a for-
eign power to return to
my own country,”
Hasina told news
agency AP in an emalil
interview.

Hasina fled
Bangladesh in August
2024 after a student-
led uprising forced her
out of power. She has

been living in India ever
since and has repeat-
edly expressed her in-
tention to go back to
Bangladesh in Decem-
ber, despite being sen-
tenced to death by a
Bangladeshi tribunal
over the crackdown on
protesters.

“If death is my destiny,
[ would rather die on the
soil of my own country,
among my own
people,” she told AP.
“So, | will return to
Bangladesh. That deci-
sion has not changed.”
Bangladesh'’s Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal
sentenced Hasina to
death in absentia in
November 2025 for
crimes against human-
ity over the deadly
crackdown on student-
led protests in July-Au-
gust 2024. Nearly
1,400 people were
killed during the vio-
lence, according to the
United Nations. Hasina
has denied wrongdo-
ing, rejected the verdict
and questioned the le-
gitimacy of the trial.
Bangladesh has re-
peatedly sought her
extradition, but India
has not handed her
over.

Hasina acknowledges
risk of arrest, torture on
return

Earlier this year in a vir-
tual press conference
from Delhi, Hasina ac-
knowledged the risks
involved in returning,
saying she could be
killed, arrested or tor-
tured as soon as she
landed in Bangladesh.
"Now | have decided.
Yes, | know. If I go back,
the moment | will land
they can kill me, or they
can arrest me and tor-
ture me," she said.
She also thanked the
Indian government and
people for providing her
shelter after she fled
Bangladesh, saying
she had not planned to
leave her country.

In a September inter-
view with agency,
Hasina said that she
intended to return by
December and would
announce the date,
time and point of entry
later.

"I have said | intend to
return by December
because Bangladesh'’s
political crisis cannot
be allowed to continue
indefinitely. 1 will an-
nounce the specific
date, time and point of

entry in due course,"”
she said.

She also maintained
that her return was not
about regaining power
but about standing with
the people of
Bangladesh.

"My decision to return
is my own, and it is a
matter of political dis-
cussion within my
party," she said, adding
that the timing of the
return of other Awami
League leaders living
abroad would depend
on consultations within
the party and an as-
sessment of the secu-

rity situation.
Hasina alleges perse-
cution of Awami

League members

In the agency inter-
view, Hasina also ac-
cused the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party
(BNP)-led government
of continuing the per-
secution of Awami
League leaders and
workers, alleging that
party members were
being killed, arrested
and targeted through
criminal cases.

She claimed that more
than 600 cases had
been filed against her
and described the judi-

cial proceedings as
politically motivated.
She also alleged that
party workers and their
families had faced at-
tacks, harassment and
displacement.
Questioning the ban on
the Awami League,
Hasina said the party
should be allowed to
contest elections and
let voters decide its
political future. "Why
did they ban the Awami
League? If the Awami
League has done a lot
of bad things, let the
people decide," she
said. Hasina also
criticised the BNP
government's reported
plan to acquire Chi-
nese J-10CE fighter
jets under a $2.3-billion
deal, questioning the
spending at a time
when Bangladesh was
facing power and gas
shortages, rising
prices and economic
difficulties. She further
raised concerns over
the growing influence of
extremist groups,
warning that develop-
ments in Bangladesh
could have implica-
tions for regional secu-
rity and neighbouring
countries.

EC announces Special Summary Revision of electoral
rolls in 6 States, UTs; final rolls on January 21

Agencies, New Delhi
. The Election Com-
mission on Thursday
announced the annual
Special Summary Re-
vision of electoral rolls
in Arunachal Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, and
Daman and Diu,
Mizoram, Odisha and
Slkklm The poll roll re-

vision exercise seeks
to enrol eligible voters,
particularly young and
first-time electors, and
facilitate advance appli-
cations from those
who will become eli-
gible on April 1, July 1
and October 1, 2027.

Draft electoral rolls to
be published on Nov

The draft electoral rolls
will be published on
November 30.

Final publication of
electoral rolls will take
place on January 21,
2027.

Deletion applications
must undergo field veri-
fication in cases involv-
ing repeated or multiple
entries. Electoral regis-

tration officers must
personally  cross-
check deletions ex-
ceeding two per cent of
electors at a polling sta-
tion or where the same
objector files more than
five objections.

Furnishing Aadhaar
details in Forms 6 and
8 will remain voluntary.
No application for en-

rolment can be re-
jected, nor can an ex-
isting entry be deleted,
for failure to provide
Aadhaar.

On October 15, the poll
authority had an-
nounced SSR in 17
states, including poll-
bound Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Manipur,
Goa and Punjab.

After Agnipath revision, aquestlon What does
It do to armed forces capacity, experience?

Agencies, New Delhi :

In the Indian Navy, that

vacancies in the police and paramilitary forces.

qualifications, but in how the Navy develops and

wonder how those responsible for technical

person was often a member of a specialised
cadre, the artificers. He began with four years
of apprenticeship and spent much of the next
two decades acquiring the judgement of a Chief
Artificer: Knowing how machinery behaved at
sea, in rough weather, and not merely how the
manual said it should. Agnipath has brought tech-
nical entry under the same four-year tenure as
everyone else. The old apprenticeship alone
lasted as long as an Agniveer’s entire engage-
ment.

On November 4, the Union Cabinet approved a
second, two-year engagement for the 75 per
cent of Agniveers otherwise due to leave after
four years. For some 18,000 Agniveers ap-
proaching discharge, this is welcome relief, and
the government deserves credit. But the deci-
sion changes the scheme more fundamentally
than the assurance of its continuity suggests.
Agnipath rested on three propositions: Rapid
turnover would lower the forces’ average age;
limiting regular absorption to 25 per cent would
restrain pension liabilities; and the remaining 75
per cent would return to civilian life with savings,
skills and preferential employment.

The revision unsettles all three. If most Agniveers
now serve six years before entering regular ser-
vice, the intended age profile and pension sav-
ings require recalculation.

Civilian reintegration is no clearer. The Chief of
Defence Staff suggests that wider opportunities
within the forces remove the need for reserved

Yet regular absorption remains conditional.
Those rejected after six years will enter the ci-
vilian job market two years older, potentially with-
out the employment support originally promised.
Military effectiveness depends on recruits be-
coming skilled operators, supervisors and even-
tually the junior leaders on whom units rely. Each
step beyond Seaman, Rifleman or Aircraftsman
brings greater competence, responsibility and
authority. The badges signify a professional pro-
gression, not merely seniority.

An Agniveer cannot advance through this struc-
ture during the initial engagement. By year six, a
batchmate absorbed at four will have spent two
years in regular service, with access to profes-
sional courses, promotion opportunities and the
accompanying pay progression. The Cabinet
promises unspecified “seniority benefits” for
those serving a second engagement, though the
CDS says they will rank below the 25 per cent
first chosen. It leaves unclear whether they will
enjoy comparable opportunities for training, ad-
vancement and remuneration.

Technical trades expose a deeper change. The
former Artificer Apprentice entered after Class
XIl and underwent four years of naval appren-
ticeship before progressing through an estab-
lished technical career. The new Agniveer (Ap-
prentice) arrives with a three-year civilian engi-
neering diploma, receives naval training and
must subsequently qualify for regular service.
The difference lies not simply in educational

retains technical competence. A diploma pro-
vides the foundations; mastery of a warship’s
machinery comes through sustained training, ex-
perience and responsibility.

There is a legal dimension too. In Ex Navy Di-
rect Entry Artificers Association v Union of India
(2018), the Honourable Supreme Court noted
that the four-year apprenticeship of Apprentice
Entry Artificers had been counted towards pen-
sion eligibility. The judgment does not govern
Agnipath, but underscores why the distinction
between training, engagement and pensionable
service matters. Will an Agniveer’s years before
regular enrolment count towards qualifying ser-
vice, or will the pension clock begin only upon
absorption?

Chris Demchak’s Military Organizations, Com-
plex Machines explains why technical compe-
tence becomes more consequential as equip-
ment grows sophisticated. Complex machines
demand specialised knowledge that cannot be
readily replaced. The Indian Navy invests years
developing such expertise, which civilian and
foreign employers readily value. Former artifi-
cers have served in Oman'’s royal yacht fleet
and air force.

Agnipath itself recognises the need for excep-
tions, exempting certain medical technical cad-
res whose professional skills take years to de-
velop. Avionics, radar maintenance and marine
engineering demand comparable rigour. Having
served as Class Authority for naval aviation, |

standards reconcile shortened career pathways
with the demands of safety, reliability and op-
erational readiness.

The Cabinet cites an objective assessment but
does not show whether Agnipath has delivered
the force structure, competence or savings
promised. Christopher Paparone’s The Sociol-
ogy of Military Science reminds us that military
reforms must be examined through evidence
and their consequences, not merely their stated
intentions.

The assessment belongs before the
Parliament’s Standing Committee on Defence.
Retention should reflect the requirements of in-
dividual services and trades, with appropriate
protection for technical cadres. Six-year selec-
tion criteria must be published early. Second-
engagement Agniveers need access to profes-
sional training and advancement, alongside
clarity on how their service counts towards pro-
motion, qualifying service and pension. Senior-
ity alone cannot settle these questions.
Agnipath was conceived as military reform, not
simply a recruitment contract. Its revision must,
therefore, be judged by what it does to the in-
stitution and its capacity to fight the nation’s
wars.

The armed forces can purchase sophisticated
machines. They cannot purchase the years of
experience needed to understand them. That
competence must be grown, and four years,
or even six, is not enough.
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