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GUWAHATI, Nov 6: Assam
Advoca te  Genera l ,  Deva j i t
Lon Saikia ,  on Fr iday sa id
the  s t a t e  gove rnmen t  was
pursu ing  the  Zubeen  Garg
death  case  wi th  determina-
tion and urged people to keep
faith in the judicial process
as  the  Supreme  Cour t  de -
ferred hearing on a set of con-
nected bail matters.

Saikia  said the Supreme
Court would now take up on
November 30 the bail  pleas

Govt firm on securing justice for Zubeen: AG
of Shyamkanu Mahanta and
S iddhar th  Sha rma ,  a long
with the Assam government's
pe t i t i ons  cha l l eng ing  the
ba i l  g ran ted  to  co-accused
Amr i tp rabha  Mahan ta  and
Sandipon Garg by the Gauha-
ti High Court.

Speaking to the media here,
the Advocate General said the
hearing on Friday could not
proceed as the connected pe-
titions involving the two oth-
er accused were not taken up

by the apex court.
"The state government is

making every possible legal
effor t  to  ensure just ice  for
Zubeen Garg,"  Saikia  said,
adding that  the government
had placed its position before
the Supreme Court.

He said the state had also in-
formed the apex court that the
trial in the case was progressing
on a day-to-day basis.

Highlighting the govern-
ment's stand, Saikia said the two

key accused, Mahanta and Shar-
ma, had remained in custody for
more than a year.

"Generally,  accused per-
sons in cases of this nature get
bail within three months. How-
ever, the accused in this case
have remained in jail for over
a year," he said.

According to the Advocate
General, the prolonged custo-
dy reflected the seriousness
with which the Assam govern-
ment was pursuing the case be-

fore the courts.
Saikia appealed to the peo-

ple of Assam to maintain confi-
dence in the judiciary and as-
sured that the state government
would continue its efforts to se-
cure justice.

The Supreme Court's deci-
sion to hear all four connect-
ed matters  together  on No-
vember  30  i s  expec ted  to
bring the key bail-related is-
sues in the high-profile case
before the court. (IANS)

SSA suspends
Shiksha Setu
services
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GUWAHATI, Nov 6: The
Shiksha Setu Axom
application will remain
temporarily unavailable
from the evening of
November 7 to November
11, 2026, owing to a
scheduled data migration
to a new server as part of
the ongoing infrastructure
upgradation.

According to an official
notice issued by Samagra
Shiksha Assam (SSA), all
services available through the
application will remain non-
functional during this period.
These include attendance
marking and other related
activities used by schools,
teachers and education
department officials.

The server migration is
being undertaken to
upgrade the system
infrastructure and improve
the application's opera-
tional framework.

The notice stated that
normal services of the
Shiksha Setu Axom applica-
tion are expected to resume
from November 12, 2026.

All concerned officials,
heads of institutions,
teachers and other stake-
holders have been request-
ed to take note of the
scheduled downtime and
make necessary arrange-
ments accordingly.
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GUWAHATI, Nov 6: The
North Eastern Hydraulic and
Allied Research Institute (NE-
HARI), under the Brahmapu-
tra Board, organised a three-
day training workshop on RTI,
service rules and vigilance in
collaboration with the Minis-
terial Staff Training Unit of the
Income Tax Department, As-

Workshop on RTI, service rules held
sam, from November 3 to 5.
Inaugurating the workshop,
NEHARI Director Dr Ranjit
Deka highlighted the impor-
tance of the subjects in offi-
cial work. Income Tax Officer
(Training) Kirity Bijay Nandi
also attended the inaugural
session. A total of 24 Brah-
maputra Board personnel re-
ceived certificates after com-
pleting the training.
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GUWAHATI, NOV 6: As-
sam recorded a sharp de-
cline in maternal deaths at-
tributed to sepsis, with the
share falling from 21 per
cent in July 2026 to 8 per
cent in October 2026 fol-
lowing strengthened infec-
tion prevention and control
measures across public
healthcare facilities.

Recognising the
progress, the Union Minis-
try of Health and Family
Welfare invited Assam to

Sharp decline in maternal sepsis deaths in state
share its infection-control
model with other states re-
porting high maternal
deaths due to sepsis. The
state was scheduled to
present its experience dur-
ing a virtual discussion on
November 6.

The State Health and
Family Welfare Department
introduced Standard Oper-
ating Procedures (SOPs) for
Infection Prevention and
Control (IPC) and a digital
Infection Prevention and
Control Mechanism (IPCM)
monitoring portal. Health

and Family Welfare Minis-
ter Ashok Singhal formally
launched the initiatives.

The SOPs covered la-
bour rooms, maternity op-
eration theatres, postnatal
wards, Special Newborn
Care Units and Newborn
Stabilisation Units to im-
prove hygiene, minimise
hospital-acquired infec-
tions and ensure safer care
for mothers and newborns.

The IPCM portal ena-
bled real-time monitoring
of cleaning activities, auto-
clave quality control, mi-

crobial surveillance, Hospi-
tal Infection Control Com-
mittee activities and facili-
ty-wise compliance. It also
helped identify gaps and
ensure timely corrective
measures.

Singhal commended
doctors, nurses, frontline
health workers and the Na-
tional Health Mission team
for their efforts and reiter-
ated the government's com-
mitment to strengthening
infection prevention, early
detection and effective
treatment.
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GUWAHATI, Nov 6: The
Gauhati High Court on Fri-
day quashed the preventive
detention of indigenous
land rights activist Pranab
Doley under the National
Security Act (NSA), 1980,
citing procedural lapses and
violations of constitution-
al safeguards.

A Division Bench set
aside the detention order,
observing that the grounds
cited for invoking the strin-
gent law lacked proximity
and that mandatory proce-
dural requirements had not
been complied with. Advo-
cate Dipesh Kumar Agarwa-
la, who appeared for Doley,
confirmed the develop-
ment. However, a copy of
the detailed judgment was
not immediately available.

Doley was arrested in
Guwahati on July 13 fol-
lowing his participation in
a protest against a proposed
five-star hotel project at In-
gle Pathar village near Ka-
ziranga National Park. He
was subsequently lodged
in Golaghat District Jail. He
was granted bail on July 29
in connection with a case
relating to the protest held
in June. However, the As-
sam government invoked
the NSA against him the
following day, resulting in
his continued detention.

The preventive deten-
tion order was issued under
Section 3(2) of the National

HC quashes detention of rights activist
Security Act, 1980, directing
that Doley remain lodged in
Golaghat District Jail.

Doley had been at the
forefront of protests against
the proposed hotel project
near Kaziranga National
Park, a UNESCO World Her-
itage Site. He and other ac-
tivists had raised concerns
over its potential impact on
the region's fragile ecology,
as well as the land rights and

livelihoods of indigenous
communities living around
the protected area.

His detention had drawn
criticism from several indig-
enous organisations and in-
ternational groups, which
expressed solidarity with
the activist and questioned
the use of preventive deten-
tion laws against those cam-
paigning for land and envi-
ronmental rights.
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GUWAHATI, Nov 6: Provi-
sionally selected pilgrims for Haj
2027 (1448 Hijri) from Assam
and other states have been asked
to deposit the second instalment
of Rs 1,25,000 per pilgrim by
November 30, 2026.

The Joint State Haj Com-
mittee for Assam, Meghalaya,
Nagaland and Mizoram, in-
formed that the Haj Committee
of India issued a circular and
said that the payment has to be
made in accordance with the
guidelines for Haj 2027.

The selected pilgrims can
deposit the amount through the
e-payment facility available on
the official website of the Haj
Committee of India (https://
hajcommittee.gov.in) or
through the Haj Suvidha App
using credit card, debit card or
net banking.

Alternatively, pilgrims can
deposit the amount at any branch
of the State Bank of India or
Union Bank of India using the

Second instalment for
Haj by November 30

specified pay-in-slip and the
Bank Reference Number allot-
ted against their respective cov-
er numbers. The circular also
clarified that the unique Bank
Reference Number provided to
each cover must be mentioned
in the deposit receipt.

It further stated that the third
and final instalment of the re-
maining Haj amount would be
determined after the finalisation
of all expenses to be incurred
in India and the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. The amount will
be notified separately in due
course.

The committee has urged all
selected pilgrims to complete
the payment within the stipu-
lated deadline, warning that fail-
ure to deposit the second instal-
ment by November 30 may re-
sult in cancellation of their Haj
seats. It may be recalled that
provisionally selected pilgrims
were earlier required to deposit
the first instalment of Rs
1,52,300 as advance Haj
amount.


