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Dundigal police arrested a 23-year-old man for 
allegedly sexually assaulting a 19-year-old 
degree student at her residence on Friday in 
Hyderabad. Accused was identified as Ramzan
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AI generated books in library 
spark ‘literary scam’ row in TN

Maya airlifted to Vantara for critical care 
V A R S H A  S O M A R A J  @ Kochi

FOR 18-month-old Maya, the struggle 
for survival began with a herd that 
never returned. Found abandoned 
when she was barely a day old, the 
elephant calf  was raised by veteri-
narians and mahouts at Abhayaran-
yam, a wildlife rescue and rehabilita-
tion facility in Kodanad, Ernakulam. 

Now, facing the possibility of  eutha-
nasia after a series of  injuries left her 
incapable of  standing, Maya has been 
granted another chance. On Friday, 
she was airlifted to Vantara in Gu-
jarat for specialised treatment.

The journey began at 9.30 am when 
Maya was moved out of  Abhayaran-
yam in an animal ambulance. Unable 
to stand on her own, Maya had to be 

lifted by a group of  people and placed 
inside a specially prepared cage. Ac-
companied by veterinary doctor 
Binoy Babu and her mahout Nikhil 
Babu, the calf  was transported to 
Cochin airport. 

For those who cared for her since 
infancy, it was a chance to see an ani-
mal they helped raise get another 
shot at life.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore/Chennai

ALLEGATIONS of  AI-generated 
books --- featuring references to non-
existent historical figures --- fake pub-
lishing houses, inflated prices, and 
fictional authors, have cast a cloud 
over the book procurement process 
for the Periyar Knowledge World in 
Coimbatore, which was inaugurated 
by Chief  Minister C Joseph Vijay on 
October 16. 

Award-winning Tamil writer Peru-
mal Murugan, who raised these alle-
gations on Friday, has urged the State 
government to immediately conduct 
a fair investigation and initiate legal 
action against those involved.

Among the glaring errors high-
lighted by the author was a reference 
to a non-existent “Muthuvelu Sub-
baiah Iyer” as the first Chief  Minis-
ter of  Tamil Nadu in 1947. Other al-
leged AI-generated books featured a 
picture of  a Nandi sculpture falsely 
claiming it to be an archaeological 
find from Keezhadi, and misidenti-
fied the “Naladiyar”---- a classical 
Tamil didactic poetic work from the 
post-Sangam period ---- as an individ-
ual “poet and philosopher,” the cele-

brated writer pointed out. Commend-
ing Murugan for exposing it, Chief  
Minister C Joseph Vijay on Friday al-
leged corruption during the previous 
DMK regime in procurement of  
books for the library and called the 
party a “crowd of  corruption.” 

DMK questioned the timing of  the 
CM’s statement and asked who au-
thorised the procurement of  the 
books from the fake publishers that 
had June purchase stamps. 

Speaking to TNIE, Murugan, who 
was among the hundreds of  govern-
ment-appointed experts to recom-
mend books on modern literature 
and literary criticism for the mam-
moth project, said, “Around 1,800 
Tamil books attached to ‘Akalvillaku 

Publications’ is placed on two racks 
on the library’s fourth floor. When I 
searched, it was mentioned that the 
publishing house was located at Mad-
ipakkam in Chennai, but no such 
publication house was found there.” 

“In particular, when I saw a 350-
page book titled “Naladiyar Vaazhvin 
Vazhikattu” written by one Surya 
Balu, it portrayed Naladiyar as a 
Tamil poet. This was shocking. 
Naladiyar is actually a collection of  
verses attributed to a group of  Jain 
Tamil monks whose identities are un-
known. There are several such errors 
and false information in many books, 
which suggest that they may have 
been AI-generated,” he said.

The writer also flagged the dubi-
ous-sounding names of  the authors 
— Vijaya Balu, Vijaya Aathithan, 
Jothi Saravanan, Jothi Hariharan, 
and Trisha Vijay to name a few. When 
he looked up online the International 
Standard Book Numbers (ISBNs) 
printed on the books, there turns out 
to be no such number. A 300-page 
Tamil book usually costs around 
`350, he said. However, these books 
were priced much higher, with most 
costing over `1,000, while not con-
taining worthwhile information.

CM Vijay alleges corruption during the DMK regime in procurement of books

India-US Tri-Service 
HADR exercise ends
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Visakhapatnam

THE fifth edition of  the India-US bi-
lateral Tri-Service Humanitarian As-
sistance and Disaster Relief  (HADR) 
Exercise Tiger Triumph 2026 con-
cluded in Visakhapatnam.

Conducted from October 31 to No-
vember 5, the exercise involved per-
sonnel from the armed forces of  both 
countries and comprised a Staff  Ex-
ercise (STAFFEX) and a Tabletop Ex-
ercise (TTX). 

It focused on enhancing interoper-
ability and strengthening mutual un-
derstanding in planning and conduct-
ing joint humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief  operations, with 
particular emphasis on amphibious 
operations. 

The STAFFEX involved operation-
al planning, academic lectures and 
Subject Matter Expert Exchanges 
(SMEEs) on contemporary areas, in-
cluding cyberspace and medical op-

erations. These sessions facilitated 
the exchange of  professional exper-
tise and best practices between the 
participating forces. 

The subsequent TTX enabled the 
personnel to apply the concepts and 
operational plans developed during 
the STAFFEX in a simulated 
environment. 

It also helped improve their under-
standing of  operational challenges 
and coordination mechanisms re-
quired for joint HADR missions.

41-yr-old American 
natl found dead in 
Hyd hotel room 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

A 41-year-old American businessman 
was found dead in his hotel room at 
Marriott Executive Apartments, SLN 
Terminus on Thursday evening.

The deceased was identified as 
Michel Brian Lee, a native of  Califor-
nia, USA. He was staying in room No. 
1218 on the 12th floor. According to 
Gachibowli police, Lee arrived in Hy-
derabad on November 2 with his busi-
ness partner, David Wu, for business 
purposes. Hotel staff  grew concerned 
after he failed to respond to phone 
calls from evening of  November 4. 

Hotel staff  opened the door to his 
room, No. 1218 on the 12th floor, at 
around 6.30 pm on Thursday and 
found him unconscious on the bed. 
An ambulance was called, and medi-
cal staff  who arrived at the hotel de-
clared him dead. Gachibowli police 
reached the spot, examined the room 
and registered a case.


