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Councillor’s 
invective can’t 
shake CMO: HC
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

“THE measure of  a police force 
is not how it treats the eminent 
when the press is watching but 
how it treats the unknown 
when nobody is,” the judge 
remarked.

Referring to the case against 
the DMK councillor, the judge 
said those who held high office 
in a republic were liable to be 
“criticised, lampooned and not 
rarely, abused”.

“The office (of  CM) is not so 
fragile that a ward councillor’s
invective at a party meeting 
can shake it, and the state di-
minishes the office it claims to 
protect when it answers words 
of  that kind with the machin-
ery of  arrest,” he said.

Justice Ramesh said a gov-
ernment, with self-confidence, 
met criticism with argument, 
mockery with performance, 
and abuse — where it truly 
crossed the line — with the 
r e m e dy  o f  t h e  l aw  o f  
defamation.

Magnanimity towards politi-
cal speech was not a grace the 
state could extend or withhold, 
but it was what the Constitu-
tion exacted of  those who held 
power over their critics, the 
judge said. 

Battery storage 
must for new solar 
projects over 1 MW
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

EVERY new solar project of  1 
MW and above in the state will 
now have to install battery stor-
age, under the Battery Energy 
Storage System (BESS) Policy 
2026 launched by Electricity 
and Law Minister CTR Nirmal 
Kumar at the Tamil Nadu Elec-
tricity Board headquarters in 
Chennai on Tuesday. The policy 
looks to create 10 GWh of  stor-
age capacity by 2029 to improve 
grid stability, ensure reliable 
supply during peak hours and 
make better use of  solar and 
wind power.

New solar projects must set 
up storage equal to at least 10% 
of  their installed capacity, ca-
pable of  discharging for four 
hours. The requirement applies 
to projects that apply on or af-
ter the policy’s notification date 
and those commissioned from 
April 1, 2027. New substations 
that pool renewable power 
must have standalone battery 
storage of  at least 10% of  their 
sanctioned capacity, while ex-
isting ones must add 5% by 
2027-28 and another 5% by 2028-

29. The minister said the state 
is unable to utilise around 
3,000-4,000 MW of  solar power 
during the day.

TNPDCL will procure 2,500 
MW (10,000 MWh) of  battery 
storage in the first phase 
through competitive bidding, 
with the prices subject to ap-
proval by the Tamil Nadu Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commission. 
Tamil Nadu Green Energy Cor-
poration Ltd (TNGECL) will be 
the nodal agency for imple-
menting the policy. The minis-
ter said surplus power gener-
ated during the day could be 
stored and used when demand 
peaks. The policy covers stan-
dalone storage projects, storage 
integrated with solar and wind 
projects, and facilities support-
ing transmission and distribu-
tion networks. 

Lift operator gets trapped in Ariyalur GMCH lift, rescued
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Ariyalur

 A 38-year-old differently-abled 
lift operator was rescued by 
firefighters after he got trapped 
inside a lift at the Government 
Medical College Hospital in 
Ariyalur on Tuesday.

C Nithyanatham (38), a dif-
ferently-abled lift operator from 
Mangalam village in Peram-
balur, was trapped and rescued. 
The hospital has five lifts, one 
of  which had remained unused 

for some time. Following a re-
quest from the hospital admin-
istration, the Public Works 
Department (PWD) re-
cently carried out re-
pair work on the lift. 
Officials subsequently 
advised the hospital 
management to test its 
f u n c t i o n i n g  b e fo re 
putting it into regular use, 
according to official sources. 
As part of  the inspection proc-
ess,  Nithyanantham had been 

operating the lift without pas-
sengers for the past two days.

On Tuesday morning, 
while checking the lift’s 

operation between the 
ground floor and the 
upper floors, Nithy-
anatham encountered 

an unexpected technical 
malfunction. When the 

lift was travelling down from 
the fifth floor towards the 
fourth floor, it suddenly stopped 
midway, trapping him inside.

Realising that the lift was not 
moving, Nithyanatham imme-
diately alerted the hospital’s 
technical staff  over mobile 
phone. However, despite repeat-
ed efforts, the technical team 
was unable to bring the lift 
down. Subsequently, the hospi-
tal authorities alerted the fire 
and rescue personnel from Ar-
iyalur. After approximately 30 
minutes of  effort, a team of  
firefighters safely rescued 
Nithyanatham from the strand-

ed lift. Following the incident, 
hospital staff  started checking 
the lift to find and fix the 
problem. 

It may be noted that the Gov-
ernment Medical College Hos-
pital in Ariyalur was construct-
ed at `347 crore and fully 
inaugurated in March 2023. The 
five-storey hospital has a capac-
ity of  700 beds and is equipped 
with facilities to treat 450 inpa-
tients and 1,800 outpatients 
daily.

Light rain likely in 
Chennai for 2 days
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

RAINFALL is expected to in-
tensify over southern Tamil 
Nadu from November 5, when 
heavy rain is likely in Theni, 
Dindigul and Madurai dis-
tricts. Thunderstorms and 
lightning are likely at isolated
places across Tamil Nadu, Pon-
dicherry, and Karaikal until 
November 7.

On Tuesday, Cuddalore ARG 
recorded the highest rainfall 
in the state at 88.4 mm in the 24 
hours ending at 8.30 am. In 
Chennai, light to moderate 
rain accompanied by thunder-
storms and lightning is likely 
in some areas for the next two 
days. 

3 sites in K’kurichi with rock painitings 
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

“A smaller deer has also been 
depicted above and to the right 
of  the larger deer. Other fig-
ures surrounding the paint-
ings are not clearly visible,” he 
added.

The researcher said 
the depiction helped 
them establish details 
of  hunting practices 
during the period, in-
cluding the possible use 
of  weapons and the man-
ner in which prehistoric hu-
mans hunted deer.

Vijayrangam and Immanuel 
said they estimated the paint-
ings to be around 5,000 years 
old, based on their structure 
and style. Having studied simi-

lar rock paintings for several 
years, they identified the fea-
tures as belonging to the Neo-
lithic period.

However, art historian K T 
Gandhirajan of  Chennai said 
the paintings could be attrib-

uted to the Late Neolithic 
period. “It is very rare 
to find paintings exe-
cuted with such preci-
sion. The deer has 
been depicted clearly, 

with its antlers also dis-
tinctly visible. Another 

deer can be seen in the back-
ground in outline form. The 
human figure found nearby 
may have been painted during 
a later period,” he said.

Immanuel said pottery 
sherds were also found scat-

tered at various locations 
around the hillock. The frag-
ments were black-and-red and 
black in colour, and the re-
searchers suspected that they 
could belong to the same peri-
od as the rock paintings. Such 
archaeological evidence had 
been found in this area for the 
first time, he added.

The findings indicated that a 
human civilisation had existed 
in the area several thousand 
years ago, Immanuel said.

With this discovery, the 
number of  sites with rock 
paintings in Kallakurichi dis-
trict has risen to three. Similar 
paintings were found earlier at 
sites in the Kalvarayan Hills 
and Padiyandhal in the dis-
trict, sources added.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

TN, Centre in touch with Nepal govt to bring back body to Chennai 
Continued from page 1: Tamil Vasanth’s annual trip to India was just a month away. Roughly 12,000 km away in 

Canada, Vasanth’s wife, Anal Chauhan, and their 12-year-old son, Vivaan, were also left in shock. “Vasanth spoke 
to his parents on Monday morning and said he would call them after returning to Canada because the mobile 

network in Nepal was poor. That was the last time he spoke to them,” Kishore Kumar, a family friend, told TNIE.
Vasanth, the elder of Balaramanadu’s two sons, worked in Bengaluru before moving to Canada eight years ago. 

Vasanth’s brother lives in the UK.  “The Embassy of India in Kathmandu expresses its deepest condolences on 
the unfortunate demise of an Indian national in a collision between two helicopters in the Solukhumbu district,” 

the Indian Embassy in Nepal said in a post on X. Speaking to TNIE, a Non-Resident Tamils Welfare Department 
official said the Tamil Nadu government and Indian authorities are in touch with the Nepal government to 

expedite bringing Vasanth’s mortal remains to Chennai. The Everest base camp trek is popular during the fall 
season, right after the rainy season and before the harsh winter months. Aircraft were ferrying trekkers who had 

been hiking up to Everest base camp during Nepal’s popular trekking season. Since there are no roads on Everest, 
helicopters are the only way to bring down trekkers who become sick or exhausted. (With agency inputs)

SASTRA, Annapurna finance sign pact for staff training
THANJAVUR: SASTRA Deemed University, 
Thanjavur, has recently signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with Annapurna 
Finance Pvt Ltd, Bhubaneswar, a non-banking 
financial company-microfinance institution 
(NBFC-MFI), to strengthen employee 
capabilities through structured skill 
development and training programmes. The 
MoU was signed in the presence of Vice-

Chancellor S Vaidhyasubramaniam. Subrat Sabyasachi Roy, Head of Strategy, led the team from 
Annapurna Finance. SASTRA Registrar R Chandramouli, Dean of the School of Management S 
Selvabaskar and other representatives from both institutions attended the event. The programme 
will commence in the fourth week of November and benefit over 200 employees in the phase 1.  ENS

Over 200 workers of a private steel mill protested on Tuesday against the firm near 
Manapparai for allegedly threatening to dismiss workers who raised their voices in 
support of a worker P Govind Kumar (33) who died in an accident. Police pacified them

WORKERS 
PROTEST
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DIPR/3339/TENDER/2026

������������������������������������������ 
(Superintending Engineer, Madurai Circle,Tamil Nadu Housing Board,

Ellis Nagar, Madurai-625 016) E-Mail: semctnhb@yahoo.in
Notice Inviting for e-Tender

Superintending Engineer
Madurai Circle /TNHB

e-Tender Notice No: MC/01/2026-27                                                                Date: 02.11.2026

S.No Name of Work EMD (Rs.)

1

Engagement of Architectural Consultant for the Proposed construction of 
��� ���� ��� ������������ ����� �� ������ ����� ��� ����������� ����� ����������
������������������������� ������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������

Rs.41,500/-

������� ������� ��������� ������ https://tntenders.gov.in ����� ���� ����� ���� ������������ ���� ��������� ����� 
   for submission of tender documents: 05.11.2026 at 12.00 PM and closing date of tender documents:   
    08.12.2026 at 12.00 PM.
��������������������������������������������: 08.12.2026 at 1.00 PM
������������������������������������������������������: https://tntenders.gov.in.
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