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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over

Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal and Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning/gusty winds likely at isol-

ated places over Bihar, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim,

West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Keralam, Mahe and Lakshadweep 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......34.9...... 24.0 Kurnool ........................... —......35.1...... 23.2

Ahmedabad............. —......37.0...... 20.6 Lucknow.......................... —......31.8...... 17.4

Aizawl ...................... —......30.4...... 18.0 Madurai ........................... —......34.2...... 24.1

Bengaluru................ —......28.0...... 20.4 Mangaluru......................3.2......34.3...... 25.0

Bhopal ..................... —......33.4...... 14.0 Mumbai ........................... —......36.1...... 22.0

Bhubaneswar .......... —......31.6...... 18.9 Mysuru............................. —......29.2...... 20.2

Chandigarh.............. —......31.4...... 14.6 New Delhi........................ —......30.0...... 16.1

Chennai ................20.5......32.2...... 23.4 Patna............................... —......30.9...... 20.5

Coimbatore ...............1......30.2...... 22.2 Port Blair ........................0.6......31.1...... 25.8

Dehradun................. —......29.2...... 14.4 Prayagraj......................... —......31.6...... 18.4

Gangtok ................... —......24.0...... 13.8 Puducherry ..................... —......30.7...... 25.0

Goa........................... —......35.2...... 23.0 Pune ................................ —......32.0...... 17.5

Guwahati ................. —......32.1...... 19.0 Raipur.............................. —......30.5...... 17.0

Hubballi ................... —......31.0...... 18.0 Ranchi ............................. —......29.2...... 13.0

Hyderabad............... —......32.3...... 17.7 Shillong ........................... —......25.6...... 15.2

Imphal ..................... —......29.1...... 15.1 Shimla ............................. —......23.0...... 12.4

Jaipur ...................... —......33.1...... 20.2 Srinagar........................... —......20.6........ 2.5

Kochi.......................1.4......31.8...... 26.4 Thiruvananthapuram ..........32......32.1...... 24.1

Kohima .................... —......30.6...... 13.2 Tiruchirappalli ................ —......32.3...... 24.6

Kolkata .................... —......32.5...... 23.2 Vijayawada...................... —......31.4...... 23.0

Kozhikode ............... —......33.4...... 27.2 Visakhapatnam................ —......31.4...... 23.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Bahadurgarh,

Haryana recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 400

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 23

Ahmedabad ..... .39 ..66 .42 ...251 ...268 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...6 ..34 .27 ...176 ...147 ......*

Chennai............ .11 ..23 .38 ...234 ...200 ......*

Delhi ................. .62 122 100 ...384 ...261 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .34 ..28 .31 ...143 ...158 ......*

Kolkata............. ...6 ..49 .37 ...169 ...166 ......*

Lucknow........... .11 ..16 .51 ...306 ...248 ......*

Mumbai ............ .18 ..43 .38 ...241 ...195 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..34 .28 ...316 ...305 ......*

Visakhapatnam .35 ..56 .23 ...260 .....— ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

K
arnataka Minister
for Food, Civil
Supplies and Con-

sumer A�airs Rizwan Ar-
shad on Monday said that
he stood by the test reports
on ethanol blending in pe-
trol that were released on
Friday. The test results had
showed ethanol-blending
levels of more than 20% in
the E20 petrol.

Addressing pressper-
sons on Monday, Mr. Ar-
shad said, “We stand by
our test reports as the tests
were done as per the pre-
scribed procedure in labo-
ratories recognised by the
National Accreditation
Board for Testing and Cali-
bration Laboratories
(NABL), which is a consti-

tuent board of the Quality
Council of India (QCI).”

He added, “The OMCs’
release is more about tech-
nicalities, but they have
failed to answer how much
ethanol is in the petrol at
our pumps.”

He slammed the oil
companies for stating that

the samples were not test-
ed as per the prescribed
procedure and that the lab-
oratories used for testing
were not those speci�ed
under the order.

“The initial 63 samples
were �rst given to the
OMCs’ own laboratories at
IOCL, BPCL and HPCL for

testing. Not one of their
test reports stated the etha-
nol percentage. It was the
OMC laboratories’ failure
to provide the required re-
sult that raised suspicion.
On no grounds can the
State’s tests be discredited
for this,” he said.

Responding to the state-
ment that the problem ex-
ists only in samples collect-
ed from particular petrol
pumps, he said, “The
OMCs’ own statement says
ethanol blending is ‘a con-
trolled and automated pro-
cess’ carried out at their re-
�neries and depots. A
dealer only sells what the
tanker delivers and has no
role in the blend. The ex-
cess ethanol found is a fai-
lure at the source, and the
responsibility lies with the
OMCs alone.”

Karnataka Minister defends
method of testing E20 petrol 

Congress workers staging a protest in Bengaluru on Monday over

claims of excess ethanol blending in petrol. J. ALLEN EGENUSE

Rizwan Arshad slams oil �rms for claiming the tests were not done as per procedure; he adds that

it was the OMC laboratories’ failure to provide ethanol percentage in results that raised suspicion

Rashmi Patil 

BENGALURU

The NDA partners in And-
hra Pradesh — the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP), the Ja-
na Sena Party ( JSP) and the
BJP — sealed the fate of YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) in
the elections to 582 Zilla
Parishad Territorial Consti-
tuencies by winning 499
seats. 

While the TDP won 406
seats, the Jana Sena and
the BJP won 73 and 20
seats respectively. The
YSRCP was con�ned to 76
seats.

Mandal Parishad polls
In the elections to 7,768
Mandal Parishad Territo-
rial Constituencies, the
TDP secured a total of
4,806. The Jana Sena and

the BJP secured 938 and 117
seats respectively. 

The YSR Congress Party
won 1,711 seats, the CPI (M)
emerged victorious in 15
seats while the Congress
and the Bhajuan Samaj
Party won nine and three
seats respectively. Mean-
while, the State Election
Commission announced
elections to Gram Pan-
chayats in three phases. 

NDA wins 499 Zilla Parishad
seats; YSRCP con�ned to 76 
The Hindu Bureau

VIJAYAWADA

After sample testing in Kar-
nataka revealed that petrol
sold by several major oil
companies in the State
contained ethanol far
above the prescribed 20%
level, the Keralam govern-
ment also began inspec-
tions in fuel outlets to
check ethanol levels. 

Food and Civil Supplies

Minister Anoop Jacob on
Monday announced ran-
dom inspections at fuel
outlets in four districts —
Thiruvananthapuram, Er-
nakulam, Kozhikode and
Kannur.

Thiruvananthapuram
District Supply O�cer
Smitha S.R. told The Hindu

that samples were collect-
ed from two pumps in the
district, which would be
sent to a lab accredited by

the National Accreditation
Board for Testing and Cali-
bration Laboratories for
analysis.

The sampling operation
in Kannur was conducted
by a team led by District
Supply O�cer M. Sunil Ku-
mar, BPCL Area Manager S.
Sharanjit, and dealer re-
presentative S. Amarish. In
Kochi too, o�cials collect-
ed samples as part of the
inspection.

Keralam orders fuel inspections
to check ethanol levels
The Hindu Bureau

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Special Investigation Team (SIT) of police
investigating the alleged irregularities in
examinations conducted by the Kerala Public
Service Commission has directed chairperson
M.R. Baiju to appear for questioning on Tuesday.
The o�cial had avoided a summons issued
earlier, citing the pending proceedings before the
Kerala High Court on the PSC’s petition to quash
the case. Investigators are considering further
legal action, including making him an accused in
the case and possible arrest, sources said.

Police issue notice to KPSC
chairperson for questioning 

The Telangana State Commission for Women on
Monday summoned Aldas Janaiah, the
Vice-Chancellor of Professor Jayashankar
Telangana State Agricultural University in
connection with allegations of sexual harassment
levelled by an assistant professor. He was asked
to appear before the commission on November
12. The complainant had said that she had been
harassed, body-shamed and intimidated by the
V-C. However, several professors and sta�
members had disputed her version, claiming that
the allegations were fabricated or motivated. 

V-C summoned by panel after
sexual harassment complaint
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