
POLLUTION IN DELHI
estimate of Delhi’s air quality
index for the 24 hours to 9am
on November 9 is 437; with the
blank hours estimated from the
readings either side of them, it
is 471. The readings rose
steeply before they stopped. At
North Campus, a station run by
the Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM), PM2.5
climbed from 326 µg/m³ at 8pm
to 999 at 10pm, and the next
readings were blank. At CRRI
Mathura Road, also an IITM
station, it went from 394 to 981
in the two hours to 10.30pm.
ITO, a CPCB station, last sent
994 at 10.45pm.

Across all 59 Delhi stations,
43 had a gap in PM2.5 between
10pm and 6am. At 14 of those
43, the last reading before the
gap was 900 or more, within
100 of the 1,000 mark. Stations
run by all three operators went
blank: CPCB, IITM and the
Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee (DPCC), the city’s own
pollution regulator.

Through the night, at least
37 of the 39 stations sent read-
ings for nitrogen dioxide, car-
bon monoxide and ozone.
PM10, a wider measure of dust
that counts all particles up to 10
micrometres, including PM2.5,
gives a higher reading than
PM2.5 in any given air, so a
limit at 1,000 would cut it off
first. PM10 readings did drop
out sooner and further: for the
1am and 2am hours, only 10 of
the 39 stations sent one.

Readings darkened towards
1,000, then went blank. Each
row is one of 39 Delhi stations;
each cell is 15 minutes of PM2.5
from 8pm on November 8 to
7am on November 9. Hatched
cells have no reading. DPCC
stations report hourly, so their
cells come in blocks of four.
The darkest cells are readings
of exactly 1,000; none went past
it, according to CPCB’s Central
Control Room records as read
by HT at 9.32am on November
9. From 10pm to 6am, the 39
stations should have sent 351
hourly PM2.5 readings, one
from each station for each of
the nine hours. 

HT counts each of these as a
station-hour. Of the 351, 148, or
42%, were blank. On nights in
the days before Diwali, these
stations left 3.9% blank. Last
Diwali, at least 31 of the 39 sent
PM2.5 in every hour after
10pm; this year, the count fell
to 13.

Last Diwali, 29 of these sta-
tions went past 1,000. This

{  }
year, none did. Each of the 39
stations’ highest hour of PM2.5
on Diwali night, 2025 against
2026. Sources: OpenAQ’s copy
of CPCB’s live feed (2025);
CPCB’s Central Control Room
records as read by HT (2026).
Provisional.

What the blanks do to 
the AQI
The air quality index (AQI) is
CPCB’s scale for turning pollu-
tion levels into a single score.
Each pollutant’s 24-hour aver-
age at a station is given a score,
the station takes the score of its
worst pollutant, and Delhi’s fig-
ure is average of its stations. 

HT applied CPCB’s method
to the 39 stations for the 24
hours to 9am on November 9.
Counting only the readings
recorded, HT’s estimate of
Delhi’s AQI is 437. With the
blank hours estimated, it is 471.
CPCB’s official AQI at 9am, for
all Delhi stations, was 370; on
the 39 stations alone, it was
381. The blank hours lower
HT’s estimate in two ways.
They drop out of each station’s
24-hour average, which is
then built from the hours that
were recorded, most of them
outside the night’s worst
stretch. And seven stations fall
short of the 16 hours of read-
ings a station needs to count, so
they leave the city’s average.

HT estimated each blank
stretch with a straight line
from the station’s last reading
before it to its first reading
after. North Campus recorded
999 at 10pm and 824 at 4.30am,
so its blank hours are put at
972 at 11pm, 918 at 1am and 851
at 3.30am. 

HT’s estimate is above 400
even counting only the hours
recorded. Whether CPCB’s fig-
ure of 370 was computed with-
out the blank hours is among
the questions HT has put to it.

The blank night hours take
34 points off an estimate of
Delhi’s AQI. HT’s estimates
for the 24 hours to 9am on
November 9 on 39 stations,
as recorded and with blank
hours estimated, against
CPCB’s official figure. HT’s esti-
mates, not CPCB figures.
Source: CPCB’s Central Control
Room records as read by HT. 

The scale tops out well
below the levels recorded that
night. Several of the stations
that had gone blank were read-
ing close to 1,000 just before
their gaps, so the median of
those still reporting probably
understates the hour.

THE TRAILER 
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BERHAMPUR: Police in Odisha’s
Ganjam district have arrested
two brothers for allegedly mur-
dering an 80-year-old man on
suspicion of practising witch-
craft, an officer said on Mon-
day.

The incident took place on
the night of November 4 in
Badangi village.

The accused, identified as
Abhimanyu Gouda (37) and his
brother Susanta Goud alias
Kalia (35), were arrested on
Sunday, police said.

Victim Trinath Gouda (80),
was a resident of the same vil-
lage.The accused allegedly sus-
pected him of practising witch-
craft against their family.

After registering a case,
police launched an investiga-
tion into the incident.

Bhanjanagar SDPO Deepak
Mishra said the investigation
revealed that the man used to
perform traditional rituals in
the village, leading some villag-
ers and residents of nearby vil-
lages to suspect him of practis-
ing witchcraft.

On the night of the incident,
the brothers allegedly entered
the elderly man’s house and
dragged him to the verandah.
They beat him with his walking
stick before striking his head
and face with a cement block,
resulting in his death on the
spot, police said.

The accused fled the village
after the murder but were sub-
sequently arrested during a
search operation, police offi-
cers said. The cement block,
the walking stick and mobile
phones and clothes worn by the
accused were seized, they
added. 

OCTOGENARIAN 
KILLED IN ODISHA 
ON SUSPICION OF 
SORCERY, 3 HELD

7 KILLED
Five people died on the spot,

while two others succumbed
to their injuries during treat-
ment.

The deceased have been
identified as Raju Pandit (40),
son of Kunjo Prajapati; his wife
Budhni Devi (50); Dhokal Pan-
dit (45); Rameshwar Pandit
(70); and Ramkisun Mahto
(50). The identities of the
remaining two deceased were
yet to be confirmed

Chauparan police station
officer-in-charge Pankaj Kumar
said, “The impact of the colli-
sion was such that the pick-up
van overturned, throwing
several passengers onto the
road.”

The 14 injured were admit-
ted to hospitals in Hazaribagh
and Barhi, with three reported
in critical condition. Those
requiring advanced treatment
were referred to Sheikh Bhi-
khari Medical College Hospital
in Hazaribagh. Police and local
residents joined the rescue
operation.

The trailer driver fled after
the accident, and police have
launched a search to trace him.
The coal-laden truck also over-
turned into the valley following
the collision.

Raju Pandit, who worked in
Mumbai, had returned to his
native village after receiving
news of his father’s death and
joined the family in taking the
body to Varanasi. The journey
intended for the final rites of
one family elder ended in the
deaths of seven people.
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PURNEA: Six people, including
two women and two children
were injured, four of them criti-
cally, when a speeding car
crashed into a house porch on
National Highway - 27 near
Garhbaneli High School falling
under Kasba police station in
Bihar’s Purnea on Monday
morning.

Out of six, four injured are
undergoing treatment at a pri-

vate super speciality hospital in
Purnea where their condition is
stated to be critical.

According to the police, a car
was coming from Purnea at a
great speed lost control and
plowed into the porch of a house
and ran over the spot where
family members were sitting. 

“Everything happened so
quickly that we couldn’t under-
stand anything,” eyewitnesses
said adding, “After hitting the
family , the car hit a parked car
and collided with a tree.” 

Car rams into house 
on NH-27; 6 injured GIRIDIH:  Three persons have

been arrested for their alleged
involvement in a bank robbery
in Giridih district of Jhark-
hand, police said on Mon-
day.The incident took place on
November 5, as five armed men
barged into the state-run bank
in Dhanwar police station area,
they said.

The stolen gold and cash
have, however, not been recov-

ered yet, a senior police officer
said.

SP Bimal Kumar told report-
ers that police seized a country-
made gun, a pistol and seven
live cartridges from the posses-
sion of the three accused.

The gang allegedly stole gold
worth around ₹5 crore from
the bank locker at gunpoint,
besides ₹11.50 lakh in cash,
police had said. PTI

3 held for bank robbery 
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पत्ंक: 962/DO-48/2026-27 दिन्ंक: 09 नवमबर, 2026
E-Tender Notice

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
Assignment Title: Third Party Independent Verification Agency
Reference No: 02/Consultancy Services/2026-27

The State Program Support Unit (SPSU), Uttarakhand invites eligible
consulting firms (“Consultants”) to indicate their interest in providing the
services. Interested firms must provide information indicating that they
are qualified and relevant experience to perform the services (brochures,
description of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions,
availability of appropriate skills among staff, etc). Joint Venture will not be
permissible for this assignment.

A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the Least Cost Selection
method set out in the Uttarakhand Procurement Rules 2025 and its
amendments.

The RFP is available online on e-procurement portal
https://uktenders.gov.in// for downloading from 09/11/2026 at 04:30 p.m.
onwards and bids are to be submitted online through the e-procurement
portal https://uktenders.gov.in// only. Bids submitted in any other manner
will not be accepted. The last date & time for submission of Request for
Proposal is 1st December, 2026 till 1500 hours.

M. Mustafa
Additional Project Director

State Program Support Unit, Uttarakhand
75/38, Indar Road, Dalanwala, Dehradun, Uttarakhand

email: spsu.uewsp@gmail.com
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