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Govt served 30-day ultimatum to
implement laws to check influx

laws. Failing this, we as a collective body will have no choice but to launch public agitation
if the Government continues to remain silent on these legitimate demands, they said.

The memorandum was signed by leaders of Federation of Khasi Jaiñtia and Garo
People, Hynñiewtrep National Youth Front, Ri-Bhoi Youth Federation, Jaintia Students
Union, Garo Students Union, A-Chik Youth Welfare Organisation, Association for Democracy
and Empowerment, Federation for A-Chik Freedom, All A-Chik Youth Welfare Society
and A-Chik Holistic Awakening Movement.

Maverick City Music to headline mega
pre-Christmas concert

Kingdom Book One and Fear Is Not My Future, besides two GMA Dove Awards. In 2022,
it became the first Christian gospel group in two decades to perform on the Grammy
Awards stage with “Jireh”.

Diengngan said the concert will give the people of Meghalaya a special opportunity
to witness the internationally acclaimed group live, to come together in devotional music
and to experience the exceptional talent of the gifted musicians.

But the evening is meant to be more than music. It is being held as part of the
preparations for Christmas, to prepare hearts to welcome the season as joy returns once
again to the hills, and to raise funds for the KJP Assembly’s work across the state.

The Assembly runs humanitarian assistance programmes, educational initiatives,
healthcare services and other projects aimed at transformational development, and
Diengngan said the funds raised will help strengthen that work and contribute sustainably
to nation building. The concert will also showcase local musical talent from Meghalaya
alongside the international stars.

Tickets have been priced at Rs. 1,000 for Silver, Rs. 2,500 for Gold and Rs. 10,000 for
the Patron’s Lounge, and are available online through ROCKSKI TICKETS.COM. Donors
contributing Rs. 10,000 and above will receive a certificate signed by the artist.

Diengngan urged people from Meghalaya and from outside the state to attend, and
appealed to churches, pastors and church leaders to encourage their members, especially
youth, women and men, to be part of the programme.

We warmly invite and encourage the people of Meghalaya, as well as those from
outside the state, to come and participate in this pre-Christmas gospel concert, he said.
Your presence and participation will also serve as a meaningful contribution towards
supporting the various projects of the KJP Assembly that benefit the wider community.

He expressed hope that all who attend will have a memorable experience and be
spiritually blessed through the gospel concert.

HITO demands cancellation of coal auction
in view of the admitted lapse and violation of applicable directions, the auction notice dated
21-08-2026 is untenable in the eyes of law, the representation said.

HITO has urged the department to cancel the August 21 auction notice and all actions
taken pursuant to it, and to issue a fresh notice in strict compliance with rules, especially with
regard to the requirement of giving not less than fifteen days’ time from the date of auction.

Govt land in Khasi Hills falls under
KHADC jurisdiction: Chyne

manner they justified through the law to go and lock that office, he said.
Chyne also clarified the Sixth Schedule position.
Under the jurisdiction of the Sixth Schedule, there are also government lands, and in

these government lands, it does not mean that the jurisdiction of the District Council
does not apply, he said.

Except for these European wards which the Sixth Schedule does not cover, the Sixth
Schedule itself falls under the District Council, he added.

Meghalaya’s development must be
tangible and culturally grounded: CM

snacks to encourage students to spend time reading without mobile devices,” he said.
He highlighted the importance of reading among the youth and called upon parents and

teachers to help inculcate a consistent habit of reading in children.
The State-Level Living Heritage Arts and Craft Village Festival held on the occasion

recognised traditional arts, crafts, music, food practices, oral traditions and community
knowledge that continue to be practised across Meghalaya.

The House of Ryndia, also inaugurated by the Chief Minister, provides a dedicated platform
for Meghalaya’s indigenous textiles, improving public access, visibility and market linkages.

Established on January 19, 1974, as Meghalaya’s apex State Public Library under the
Directorate of Arts and Culture, the State Central Library has served students, children,
researchers, scholars, government employees, retired personnel and general readers for more
than five decades.

As of March 1, 2026, the library had a collection of over 2 lakh book volumes, along with
magazines, government publications and newspapers dating back to the 1970s. It has
approximately 31,000 registered members and issues around 200 books daily.

Rs 2.23 crore assistance has been extended for the library under the National Mission on
Libraries for infrastructure upgradation, modern technology, networking and improved services.

The renovated library includes improved reading facilities, archive sections, a children’s
reading area and a Knowledge Corner for students preparing for national-level competitive
examinations. The Knowledge Corner, which began as an initiative during 2019-20, has now
been upgraded into a full-fledged facility for competitive-examination aspirants.

The library has adopted E-Granthalaya software, Online Public Access Catalogue and
Web OPAC facilities, enabling readers to locate materials and access information more
efficiently.
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Three Border Security
Force (BSF) personnel were
injured after they were
attacked by a mob in
Tripura's Sepahijala
district over a smuggling-
related issue.

The incident occurred
on Monday when a verbal
altercation allegedly broke
out between locals and BSF
personnel stationed at
Ashabari Border Outpost
(BOP) under the 49th
Battalion.

According to
unconfirmed media reports,
the argument broke out
near the Boxanagar-
Rahimpur road after the
soldiers from the 49th
Battalion detained a person
identified as Hefzur
Rahman on suspicion of
smuggling during
vegetation clearance in
Ashabari.

Following this, the
locals blocked the

Three BSF personnel
attacked near India-

Bangladesh border in Tripura
Boxanagar-Rahimpur road
and attacked a BSF vehicle
with sticks and bamboo,
injuring Company
Commander Rohit, along
with three other BSF
personnel.

A video of the incident
has gone viral on social
media, showing the mob
rushing towards the BSF
personnel and attacking
them with sticks and
bamboo.

The injured personnel
were then taken to
Boxanagar Primary Health
Centre (PHC) for treatment.

Meanwhile, security
has been tightened in the
area following the incident.

Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha condemned the
incident and said that
attacks on the BSF
personnel are
"unacceptable" and a
"matter of grave concern".

Taking to X, CM Saha
said, "I strongly condemn

the brutal assault on our
brave BSF personnel at
Ashabari by a group of
miscreants. Such acts of
violence against our
security forces are
completely unacceptable
and deserve unequivocal
condemnation."

He also directed the
authorities to take strict
action against those
responsible.

"Any attack on our
security personnel is a
matter of grave concern
and must be dealt with
firmly in accordance with
the law. Concerned
authorities directed to take
swift and stringent action
against those responsible
and ensure that justice is
delivered. Our security
personnel deserve the
utmost respect and
protection," the Chief
Minister added.

Further details are
awaited.
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Normal life remained
affected in Kangpokpi
district for the second
consecutive day on Tuesday
as a tribal organisation
continued its shutdown to
protest against the alleged
failure of the Manipur
government to take action
over the killing of two Kuki
community youths.

A police officer said
that shops, markets and
business establishments
remained closed due to the
shutdown.

Several goods-laden
vehicles bound for Imphal
through National Highway-
2 (NH-2) were also unable
to enter Kangpokpi district
and remained stranded in
neighbouring Senapati
district, which is
predominantly inhabited
by the Naga community.

He said that additional
security forces had been
deployed in the hilly
Kangpokpi district to
prevent any untoward
incident and maintain law
and order during the
shutdown.

The Committee on
Tribal Unity (CoTU), a
prominent Kuki-Zo
organisation, had called the
shutdown to condemn what
it described as the state
government's inaction over
the killing of two Kuki
civilians.

The bodies of the two

Shutdown hits normal life
in Manipur’s Kangpokpi for

second day

Kuki youths, who had gone
missing on October 28, were
recovered on November 1
following multiple search
operations conducted by
joint teams of the Manipur
Police, Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF), CoBRA
(Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action), Rapid
Action Force (RAF) and
Assam Rifles.

Following the recovery
of the bodies, CoTU initially
called a 24-hour shutdown
in Kangpokpi district from
Sunday. The organisation
subsequently extended the
shutdown by another 48
hours on Monday evening,
citing the government's
alleged failure to take
concrete steps to ensure
justice for the victims.

In a statement, the Kuki
organisation said the
shutdown had been
extended to protest against
the government's "shameful
indecision, unacceptable
silence and continued
failure to initiate any
tangible action to deliver
justice for the brutal and
inhumane killing of two
innocent Kuki Zo civilians".

The tribal organisation
further asserted that the
Kuki-Zo people would not
accept "empty assurances
and administrative excuses
in place of justice" and
demanded time-bound
action against those
responsible for the killings.

Meanwhile, the
recovery of the bodies of the
two missing youths has

added to the prevailing
tension in the conflict-
affected state, where ethnic
divisions and security
concerns continue to pose
serious challenges to the
administration.

Manipur Deputy Chief
Minister Nemcha Kipgen
had earlier urged the
authorities concerned to
make every possible effort
to trace and rescue the two
Kuki youths who went
missing from Kangpokpi
district on the evening of
October 28.

In an earlier statement,
Kipgen had strongly
condemned the alleged
abduction of the two youths
from the vicinity of Taphou
Kuki village on Wednesday
evening.

The two missing
persons were identified as
Tinginlun Chongloi (21)
and Paoginlal Hangshing
(20). They were allegedly
abducted by unidentified
miscreants, she had said.

Another Deputy Chief
Minister, Losii Dikho, a
senior Naga leader, also
condemned the killing of
the two youths. More than
50 people have reportedly
been killed and dozens of
houses torched in clashes
between the Naga and
Kuki-Zo communities since
February this year.

The violence has largely
been concentrated in
Ukhrul, Kamjong,
Kangpokpi and Tamenglong
districts, Noney district and
parts of Senapati district.

NPP did not
drive UDP out

of MDA:
Prestone
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Deputy Chief Minister
Prestone Tynsong on
Tuesday said the NPP
had not driven the UDP
out of the MDA-II
government.

His statement came
hours after the UDP in its
CEC meeting
unanimously decided to
withdraw support after
its president Metbah
Lyngdoh stepped down
as Cabinet Minister.

“Yes, we are working
together, but it is not
that we drove them
away. If they leave, what
can we say?” Tynsong
said.

On the impact of the
withdrawal, he said, “I
have just come to know
about it now. How will it
affect us? Right now we
have 36.”

Tynsong added that
the NPP wants to
continue working with
the UDP in the future.

“But we are saying
that our commitment to
continue working
together remains, it may
not be just for now, it is
even beyond 2028, that is
what we want,” he said.


