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A
bout 22% of the to-
tal landowners in
the seven villages

noti�ed for the Bidadi
township project have re-
ceived compensation,
while the rest have either
not consented to parting
with their land or are yet to
receive compensation.

Final noti�cations for
two more villages were is-
sued recently, and the pro-
cess of disbursing compen-
sation is yet to begin.

Farmers opposing the
project say the �gures re-
�ect a general reluctance
among farmers to part
with their land while o�-
cials of the Greater Benga-
luru Development Authori-
ty (GBDA), the
implementing agency, say
the process is lengthy and
takes time.

The o�cials added that
many farmers had pur-
chased land elsewhere af-
ter opting for cash com-

pensation, pointing to data
that shows most landown-
ers are choosing the cash
option. “Many take cash
compensation and have
been investing in lands el-
sewhere,” a senior o�cial
said.

According to GBDA data
accessed by The Hindu,
there are about 4,116 lan-
downers, or people hold-
ing khata numbers, in the

seven villages, of whom
928, or 22.54%, have re-
ceived compensation. The
GBDA has released
₹1,470.89 crore in compen-
sation so far, against the es-
timated disbursement
pegged at ₹9,081 crore.
With this, the GBDA has ac-
quired 908 acres of land
against 9,640 acres that are
needed.

The data shows that of

the 928 landowners, 689
have opted for cash com-
pensation, accounting for
about 74% of the total.
Another 168 (18.1%) have
opted for developed sites
as compensation, while
the remaining 71 (7.6%)
have sought a combination
of developed sites and cash
compensation.

The GBDA has covered
most of the acquisitions in
Mandalahalli, where the
agency has issued compen-
sation to 62.9% of the total
khata holders. 

The least progress has
been recorded in K.G. Gol-

larapalya, where only
2.77% of the total bene�ci-
aries have received
compensation.

Prakash H.G., a protest-
ing farmer, pointed to the
di�erence between the es-
timated compensation
amount and the amount
released so far to highlight
the lack of interest among
farmers in giving up their
land.

“They have been claim-
ing that 80% of farmers are
ready to give up their land,
but the number of people
who have received com-
pensation itself shows that

there is a lack of interest
among farmers. Even three
months after disburse-
ment of compensation be-
gan, fewer than 1,000 peo-
ple have been covered,” he
said.

Yashavantha T., general
secretary of the Karnataka
Prantha Raitha Sangha
(KPRS), who is leading the
protest, alleged that there
could be discrepancies in
the number of genuine
farmers who have received
compensation so far.

“We already have two
cases of people fraudulent-
ly attempting to claim com-
pensation. There could be
many more such cases,” he
alleged.

However, a senior GBDA
o�cial told The Hindu that
many farmers were alrea-
dy pressuring the authori-
ty to disburse compensa-
tion, but the process is
taking time. “Achieving
22% in three months shows
progress, because the pro-
cess is lengthy,” the o�cial
added.

Bidadi project: 22% of landowners get relief 

Final notifications for two more villages were issued recently, and

the process of disbursing compensation for the land is yet to begin. 

Farmers opposing project say �gure re�ects reluctance among farmers to part with land while o�cials attribute slow pace to a lengthy process
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Minister in-charge of Mysu-
ru district Yathindra Sidda-
ramaiah on Saturday clari-
�ed that he had never
claimed that the ‘Ambari’
and the royal throne be-
longed to the government,
but had only stated that the
government paid rent to
the erstwhile royal family
for using the ‘Ambari’, or
the golden howdah, during
the Jamboo Savari.

Responding to recent re-
marks by Pramoda Devi
Wadiyar of the erstwhile
Mysuru royal family at a
press conference, Dr. Yath-
indra told reporters here
that irrespective of wheth-
er the payment was
termed royalty or rent, as
clari�ed by the royal fami-
ly, the government had
paid for its use.

Regarding his earlier re-
marks that the Palace
Board and the palace, ex-
cept for the portion allot-
ted to the erstwhile royal
family for its residence, be-

longed to the Karnataka
government, Dr. Yathindra
said the palace had been
built with public money,
though there was no dis-
pute that it was construct-
ed by the Maharajas.
“Whether it was the Maha-
rajas or the government, it
was the people’s tax mo-
ney that went into building
the palace. Ultimately, eve-
rything is a public asset,”
he said, responding to Ms.
Wadiyar’s statement.

However, he acknow-
ledged that the erstwhile
royal family had been
cooperative over the years
in organising Dasara, bar-
ring a few instances of con-
fusion. Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar had already
expressed his intention to
speak to the royal family
(following the
controversy).

“The government ex-
pects the family to conti-
nue extending its support,
as Dasara is the people’s
festival,” he said, adding
that the celebrations were
organised for the people.

‘Maharajas built palace
with public money’
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Greater Bengaluru Deve-
lopment Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda on Saturday
directed o�cials to pre-
pare a comprehensive
plan for the redevelop-
ment of the K.R. Puram-
Tin Factory Junction. The
plan should focus on ped-
estrian safety, public tran-
sport integration and
smoother tra�c move-
ment, he said.

The directions came
during the launch of the
second phase of the ‘Ward
One’ campaign. The se-
cond phase has been
launched across around
40 wards. The �rst phase
covered 43 wards, with
nearly 90% of the identi-
�ed works completed, Mr.
Gowda said.

On Saturday, the Minis-
ter inspected the K.R. Pu-
ram-Tin Factory Junction
and reviewed the pro-

blems from ongoing metro
and K-RIDE works and the
pedestrian infrastructure,
following which directions
were issued.

The plan would be pre-
pared jointly by the Grea-
ter Bengaluru Authority
(GBA), Namma Metro o�-

cials, and Janaagraha, he
said. The plan would cover
road design, footpaths,
bus bays, bus stops and
tra�c management. The
Minister also called for
scienti�cally redesigning
the junction, improving
road curves, and provid-

ing free left turns wherev-
er necessary.

He directed metro o�-
cials to restore roads af-
fected by the construction
without delay. “Potholes
on connecting roads must
be repaired within a week.
Roads at lower levels,
which are prone to �ood-
ing, also need to be im-
proved,” he told o�cials.

The campaign brings
together various civic
agencies to address poth-
oles, damaged footpaths,
garbage accumulation,
construction waste, street-
lights and drain desilting.

GBA launches phase 2 of ‘Ward One’
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Greater Bengaluru Development Minister Krishna Byre Gowda after

the launch of phase 2 of the ‘Ward One’ campaign at the Tin

Factory Junction in Bengaluru on Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

The �rst phase covered
43 wards, with nearly
90% of the identi�ed
works completed

KRISHNA BYRE GOWDA
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Development Minister

To provide employment
opportunities to its stu-
dents, Bangalore Universi-
ty plans to establish place-
ment cells in all the
undergraduate and post-
graduate colleges under its
jurisdiction.

Through these cells, the
university will conduct
placement drives, besides
holding offline and online
skill training essential for
employment.

While the university al-
ready has a placement cell
that conducts annual
placement drives, and has
even appointed placement
o�cers in select a�liated
colleges, these o�cers are
currently not active. Alle-
gations have surfaced that,
as a result, students are not
receiving adequate infor-
mation regarding
placements.

“When enrolling in col-
leges, students and parents
place high priority on
placements. However, in
the current scenario, job
availability is limited. Also,
students lack accurate in-
formation about the jobs
that are available. While
we conduct placement ac-
tivities within the universi-
ty, it is di�cult to ensure
that students across all our
a�liated colleges bene�t
from them. Therefore, our
university will establish
placement cells in all 274
government and private
colleges under its jurisdic-
tion,” said Sarvamangala,
Director, Pre-Examination
Coaching Centre & Place-
ment Cell, Bangalore
University.

The university has creat-
ed a separate WhatsApp
group that includes the
principals and placement
o�cers from all colleges

under its purview.
“Every day, we receive

various updates regarding
placements from govern-
ment, corporate, and priv-
ate organisations. We share
this information within the
group, and the principals
and placement o�cers
then relay it to the stu-
dents,” she said.

“When candidates with
the necessary skills are un-
available, these companies
provide training before hir-
ing. Many companies
come forward to o�er skill
training, both online and
offline. Some companies
approach universities to
impart skills as part of their
Corporate Social Responsi-
bility initiatives. Certain or-
ganisations also step for-
ward to provide coaching
for competitive examina-
tions, including those con-
ducted by the Union Public
Service Commission, Kar-
nataka Public Service Com-
mission, and Sta� Selec-
tion Commission, Banking,
Insurance.”

Additionally, the univer-
sity facilitates connections
between company repre-
sentatives and college prin-
cipals. If a company wishes
to visit a speci�c college to
conduct placement activi-
ties, the university makes
arrangements for that as
well, Prof. Sarvamangala
said.

The university has alrea-
dy conducted two mega
placement drives. “The
placement concept of Gen
Z is unique. We need to tai-
lor our placement activi-
ties accordingly,” she said.

Speaking to The Hindu,
C. Shivaraju, Vice-Chancel-
lor of the University said
that the initiative would
strengthen industry acade-
mia connections and en-
hance the employability of
our students.

Bangalore varsity to
start placement cells
in all a�liated colleges
Jayanth R.
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The university has created a separate WhatsApp group that includes

the principals and placement o�icers from all colleges under its

purview. 
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