
05 MANGALURU 08�11�2026SUNDAY

SIT probe sought in POCSO case involving priest
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Mangaluru

ODANADI Seva Samsthe, a Mysuru-
based NGO, has urged the State gov-
ernment to constitute a Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) to probe the 
POCSO case involving Fr Cyprian 
Pinto, alleging serious lapses in the 
investigation, discrepancies in the 
FIR and an alleged delay in report-
ing the incident to the police.

Founder and director of  Odanadi 
Seva Samsthe Stanly K V alleged 
that the investigation had several 
shortcomings and that the authori-
ties concerned had failed to follow 
the mandatory procedures under 
the Protection of  Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.

He said that allegations of  sexu-
al abuse involving altar boys by Fr 
Cyprian Pinto were brought to the 
attention of  the Bishop of  the Man-
galore Diocese on August 17. The 
Bishop reportedly conducted an in-
ternal inquiry into the matter. 
However, Stanly questioned the au-
thority of  the Bishop to conduct an 
internal inquiry into a POCSO 

case, stating that the matter should 
have immediately been reported to 
the police or the Child Welfare 
Committee.

Stanly alleged that the Bishop of  
the Mangalore Diocese, Valencia 
Church Parish Vice President Ron-
ald Rodrigues and Diocese PRO 
Roy Castelino played significant 
roles in allegedly concealing the 
matter from the police, resulting in 
a delay of  nearly two months in 
registering the case and should be 
booked for their alleged roles in de-
stroying evidence and failing to re-

port the offence to the police under 
Sections 19 and 21 of  the POCSO 
Act. He alleged that accused Fr 
Cyprian Pinto was granted bail 
due to delays in registering the 
case. 

Questioning the initial investiga-
tion by Pandeshwar Police, Stanly 
alleged that the police took state-
ments of  the accused and church 
management but had failed to 
record the victim’s statement dur-
ing the initial stages. 

He also stated that this was not 
merely a case involving one child; 
he further expressed suspicion that 
Fr Cyprian Pinto may have been 
involved in child abuse since his 
ordination. SIT investigation is 
necessary to establish the facts, 
identify any other possible victims 
and ensure that all those responsi-
ble were brought to justice, said 
Stanly.  Stanly also criticised the 
Mangalore Diocese for organising 
Ninad 2026 on November 8, a chil-
dren’s programme at Vamanjoor, at 
a time when serious allegations of  
child sexual abuse had been raised.

Founder and director of Odanadi Seva Samsthe 
Stanly KV speaks to reporters on Saturday

BJP’S ‘SAVE DEMOCRACY’ CAMPAIGN A POLITICAL GIMMICK: DK CONGRESS CHIEF
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Mangaluru

DAKSHINA Kannada District 
Congress Committee president 
Padmaraj R Poojary on Satur-
day accused the BJP of  weaken-
ing constitutional institutions 
over the past decade and termed 
its “Save Democracy” campaign 

a political gimmick.  In a press 
statement, Poojary alleged that 
the BJP had undermined au-
tonomous constitutional insti-
tutions and used them for politi-
cal purposes, thereby weakening 
the foundations of  democracy. 
He said it was ironic that the 
same party was now taking to 
the streets under the slogan of  

protecting democracy.
He claimed that Congress 

leader Rahul Gandhi’s cam-
paign against alleged ‘vote 
chori’ had created awareness 

among millions of  citizens, par-
ticularly youth and marginal-
ised sections, prompting them 
to stand up for their democratic 
rights. According to Poojary, 

the BJP’s campaign was an at-
tempt to divert public attention 
from the issues raised by the 
Congress and conceal what he 
described as the “truth” being 
highlighted by Rahul Gandhi.

Poojary also objected to the 
colle ge students singing 
Bhajans during a BJP protest 
in Mangaluru. He said Bhajan 

was a sacred devotional tradi-
tion associated with spiritual-
ity, devotion and inner peace, 
and should not be used as an 
attraction at political events.

He said politics in a democ-
racy should revolve around 
addressing people’s issues, 
ensuring good governance 
and promoting sustainable 

development rather than us-
ing religion and faith for elec-
toral gains. He alleged that 
the BJP was using cultural 
and religious traditions for 
political propaganda and said 
the people of  the state would 
not forgive what he termed 
‘divisive and gimmick-based 
politics.’
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SUBRAMANYA police ar-
rested a man for allegedly 
attempting to murder a 
pregnant woman by as-
saulting her with an iron 
rod at Bisile Ghat on 
Wednesday.

The accused identified 
as Prasad, a resident of  
Konaje village in Kadaba 
who is a cab driver in 
Mangaluru.

Prasad and the com-
plainant were in a relation-
ship for the past three 
years and were preganant 
with his child. It was learnt 
that Prasad’s marriage had 
been arranged with anoth-
er woman. On the pretext 
of  discussing the matter, 
Prasad picked up the com-
plainant in his car from 
Uppinangady. While they 
were travelling towards Bi-
sile Ghat via Kulkunda at 
night,he allegedly assault-
ed her with an iron rod 
with the intention of  mur-
dering her.

The severe assault left 
the woman unconscious. 
After regaining conscious-
ness on the morning of  
Thursday, November 5, she 
managed to reach Subrah-
manya in a bus, where she 
was admitted to a hospital 
for treatment with the help 
of  locals.

Based on her complaint, 
a Zero FIR was initially 
registered at the Subrah-
manya Police Station un-
der Sections 118(1) and 
109(1) of  the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 
2023.

Since the crime scene 
falls under the jurisdiction 
of  Hassan district, the case 
was subsequently trans-
ferred to Yesalur Police 
Station in Hassan district. 
The Subrahmanya police 
took the accused into cus-
tody and handed him over 
to the Yesalur police for 
further legal proceedings.

Man arrested 
for attempting 
to murder 
pregnant 
woman

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Male elephant 
electrocuted
Shivamogga: A 10-to-12-year-
old male wild elephant was 
electrocuted after coming 
into contact with an illegally 
installed electric wire in a 
paddy field at Ichawadi 
village in the district. Forest 
personnel arrested the field 
owner identified as Alimiya, 
son of Peer Samiya. ENS

The BJP’s campaign is an attempt to divert public attention from the 
issues raised by the Congress and conceal what he described as the 
“truth” being highlighted by Rahul Gandhi

Padmaraj R Poojary, Dakshina Kannada district Congress committee president

Congress Mysuru city spokesperson S Rajesh has strongly criticised Legislative Council Leader of Opposition 
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy for his remarks against Congress workers and demanded that legal action be 
initiated against him. Rajesh said Narayanaswamy’s statement that BJP workers should throw Congress workers 
into the Arabian Sea was intended to incite communal tension, spread hatred and disturb peace in the state.


