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GUWAHATI, Nov 10: Nine candi-
dates have filed nominations for the

Nine file nominations for AXX polls

posts of vice-president and secre-
tary general in the upcoming Axam
Xahitya Xabha (AXX) elections for
the 2027-2029 term.

The four candidates contesting
for the post of vice-president are
Bipin Chandra Kalita, Bipul Sarma
Baruah, Jadav Chandra Sarma and
Prafulla Barman.

The five candidates for secretary
general are Dr Sanjib Kumar Sarma,
Ajay Kumar Singha, Nayanmoni
Choudhury, Sahir Bhuyan and Mri-
nal Kumar Hazarika.

According to the election com-
mittee, nomination papers were sub-
mitted at the Xabha's Guwahati of-
fice on November 9 and 10. The
committee clarified that no further
nominations would be accepted for
either post.

The nomination papers will be
scrutinised on November 11 and 12.
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GUWAHATI, Nov 10: Re-
peated eviction drives by
the Guwahati Municipal
Corporation (GMC) have
failed to prevent vendors
and commercial establish-
ments from reoccupying
cleared public spaces, rais-
ing questions about the ef-
fectiveness of its enforce-
ment mechanism.

At Ganeshguri, a food
outlet reportedly resumed
operations beside a public
toilet despite an earlier clo-
sure action. Vegetable ven-
dors also returned to road-
side spaces in the locality
after an eviction drive in
October. Similarly, a road-
side market resumed oper-
ations at Sijubari following
an eviction drive in August.

The recurring en-
croachments have also
caused resentment among

Eviction drives fail to stop recurring encroachments
street vendors, particularly
those operating in areas
such as Sixmile. Vendors
alleged that authorities re-
peatedly removed their
stalls without providing
suitable alternative vend-
ing spaces.

"What are we supposed
to do if we are not allowed
to earn our livelihood? The
authorities come, remove
our stalls and leave. After a
few days, the situation be-
comes the same again. If the
government wants us to
move, it should first pro-
vide us with a proper place
to conduct our business.
Eviction cannot be the only
solution," a vendor at Six
Mile said.

Residents have also
questioned the GMC's fail-
ure to keep cleared spaces
free from encroachment. In
Beltola, residents ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over

the repeated return of un-
authorised occupation de-
spite complaints and offi-
cial interventions.

"What is the purpose of
conducting eviction drives
if the same spaces are occu-
pied again after a few days?
GMC officials come, clear
the area and leave, but
there is no follow-up. Are
these drives only meant to
create a temporary impres-
sion of action? The corpo-
ration must explain why it
cannot keep the roads and
footpaths clear after remov-
ing the encroachments," a
Beltola resident said.

While eviction drives
provided temporary relief
to commuters and pedes-
trians, the lack of regular
monitoring allowed en-
croachments  to  return.
Designated vending
zones also failed to offer
a comprehensive alterna-
t ive for  s t reet  vendors
across the city.

The recurring problem
highlighted the need for
sustained surveillance, ac-
countability and a practical
vending policy to prevent
public spaces from being
occupied again after evic-
tion operations.

Liquor worth
Rs 3.9 crore sold in
city during Diwali
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GUWAHATI, Nov 10: Liquor
worth nearly Rs 3.9 crore was
sold across Guwahati on Novem-
ber 8 and 9 during Diwali, re-
flecting a surge in demand dur-
ing the festive period.

According to Excise Depart-
ment figures, sales on November
7 were also higher than those re-
corded on November 8, indicat-
ing that the festive rush at liquor
outlets had begun ahead of Diwa-
li. Liquor sales during the corre-
sponding festive period stood at
Rs 4.80 crore in 2024 and Rs 6.20
crore in 2023. However, data for
2025 was unavailable, making a
year-on-year comparison with the
latest figures difficult.

The additional sales record-
ed on November 7 suggest that
the overall business during the
festive period was higher than
the Rs 3.9 crore recorded over
the following two days.
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GUWAHATI, Nov 10: The
three-day fourth Pragjyotish-
pur Literature Festival will be
held at Gauhati University from
November 13 to 15, bringing
together writers, researchers
and poets to celebrate Assam's
literary and cultural heritage.

Organised by the Shank-
ardev Education and Re-
search Foundation at the Ph-
anidhar Dutta Seminar Hall,
the festival will follow the

108 Mrityunjoy attends
293 burn, road accident

cases during Diwali
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 10: Assam
recorded 293 burn and road
traffic accident (RTA) cases
over two days during Diwa-
li, November 8 and 9, 2026,
handled by 108 Mrityunjoy
Services. The figures includ-
ed 32 burn cases and 261
RTA cases.

On November 8, the serv-
ice recorded 13 burn cases
and 126 RTA cases. The
numbers rose to 19 burn
cases and 135 RTA cases on
November 9. A district-wise
breakdown showed that
Sonitpur recorded the high-
est number of cases, with 23.
Kamrup Rural followed with
20, while Kamrup Metropoli-
tan reported 17. Dibrugarh,
Golaghat and Nalbari each
recorded 16 cases, followed
by Jorhat with 15. Sivasagar
reportedly recorded the low-
est number of cases
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GUWAHATI, Nov 10: The
state Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Tuesday welcomed
the Union Government's de-
cision to reduce the prices of
cancer medicines by up to 96
per cent, which came into ef-
fect on November 9.

In a statement, BJP
spokesperson Kishor Ku-
mar Bhattacharyya said the
move would provide signif-
icant financial relief to can-
cer patients and their fami-
lies by curbing excessive
charges and overpricing.

According to the state-
ment, the price reductions
undertaken by the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Au-
thority (NPPA) and the De-
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GUWAHATI, Nov 10:
Gauhati High Court judge
Anjan Moni Kalita ex-
pressed his desire to recuse
himself from proceedings in
the Zubeen Garg death
case, citing his friendship
with one of the accused.

Justice Kalita said he
wanted to withdraw to en-

BJP welcomes steep cut in cancer medicine prices
partment of Pharmaceuticals
are expected to generate an-
nual savings of around Rs
23,540 crore for patients.
The revised prices cover near-
ly 1,300 medicine brands
manufactured by around 85
pharmaceutical companies.
Some medicines that earlier
cost Rs 27,000 will now be
available for Rs 2,700, while
those priced at Rs 1.3 lakh
will cost Rs 11,000.

The NPPA has prepared
a list of 137 medicines with
revised prices, which will be
available on its official web-
site. Consumers can also
check the prices through the
'Pharma Sahi Daam' mobile
application. Complaints re-
garding overcharging or de-
viations from prescribed pric-

es can be lodged at monitor-
ing-nppa@gov.in or through
the toll-free helpline 1800-
11-1255.

Bhattacharyya said the
decision would benefit As-
sam, which has the highest
cancer burden in the North-
east. The state records
around 114 cancer cases per
lakh population, against the
national average of 97 cases
per lakh, the statement said.

He also cited initiatives
such as Ayushman Bharat,
the Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana and the
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Pariyojana,
saying the Union Govern-
ment had taken several
measures to make health-
care more affordable.

Judge expresses wish to recuse from
Zubeen case; bail hearing continues

Literature festival from November 13
theme "In Search of Roots",
focusing on Assam's literary
traditions and the cultural
legacy of ancient Kamarupa.

The programme will fea-
ture keynote addresses, six
panel discussions, work-
shops, a book fair and multi-
lingual poetry sessions. Gau-
hati University Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof Nani Gopal Ma-
hanta will deliver the key-
note address at the inaugu-
ral session, while retired Di-
brugarh University professor

Prof Karabi Deka Hazarika
will attend as chief guest.
Pragjyotishpur University
Chancellor Lt Gen Rana
Pratap Kalita (Retd) will de-
liver the welcome address.

sure a fair and transparent
judicial process. However,
counsel for Nandeshwar
Bora submitted that his cli-
ent was not an accused in
the alleged conspiracy. Fol-
lowing the submission, the
judge participated in the
bail hearing. Bora, Zubeen
Garg's bodyguard, did not
get relief during the hearing
of his bail petition on Tues-

day. The High Court direct-
ed that the information
sheet from the lower court
be submitted before it.

Bora had earlier secured
bail from the Special Court
in a separate case relating
to disproportionate assets.
However, he remained in
jail in connection with the
singer's death and was seek-
ing bail in that case.

GUWAHATI, Nov 10: The
Rural Technology Action
Group (RuTAG) at the In-
dian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT) Guwahati has de-
veloped a four-in-one yarn
winding machine to sim-
plify the tiring steps of
handloom weaving.

Yarn winding is an es-
sential preparatory step in
handloom weaving. It in-
volves transferring yarn
from hanks, cones or other
packages onto bobbins and

IIT Guwahati's RuTAG develops four-in-one
winding machine to ease yarn preparation

pirns, so that it can be used
smoothly in weaving. Prop-
er winding ensures smooth
yarn handling, which in turn
leads to the production of
quality fabric. Most tradi-
tional weaving households
still carry out this task by
hand, often using a manual-
ly operated charkha. So, for
the handloom weavers, the
machine has been tested at
several weaving locations
in Assam and Meghalaya.

The process is slow and

labour-intensive, and de-
pending on the working
conditions, traditional
methods may process only
about 1-2 kg of yarn a day.
The repetitive nature of the
task can also lead to awk-
ward postures, repeated
movements and long work-
ing hours, which raise con-
cerns about weavers' health.

To address these chal-
lenges, RuTAG IIT Guwa-
hati has combined the four
winding functions togeth-
er in one single unit.

The four winding opera-
tions of the machine are Hank-
to-bobbin winding - Wind
yarn from a hank onto a bob-
bin, Bobbin-to-pirn winding
- Wind yarn from a bobbin
onto a pirn for weaving, Dou-
bling - Combine two or more
yarn ends onto a single pack-
age, preparing them for twist-
ing where required, Cone-to-
bobbin winding - Wind yarn
from a large cone onto small-
er bobbins suitable for the
next operation. (ANI)
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GUWAHATI,  Nov 10:
Assam recorded 181 fire
incidents during the two
days of Diwali, with Gu-
wahati reporting the high-

est number at 60, includ-
ing both minor and major
cases.

The state reported 112
fire incidents on the first
day of the festival, No-
vember 8.

Assam records 181 fire incidents in 2
days of Diwali; Guwahati reports 60
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