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CM says 
Mamata may 
have benefitted 
PTI 
KOLKATA 

Kolkata Police on Wednesday 
arrested former West Bengal 
minister Indranil Sen over fi-
nancial irregularities in holding 
Durga Puja preview shows and 
the sale of passes, with Chief 
Minister Suvendu Adhikari 
claiming his predecessor Ma-
mata Banerjee may have bene-
fitted, and it would be wrong to 
assume only Sen pocketed the 
money. 

The singer and former tour-
ism and culture minister in the 
previous TMC government 
was arrested after hours of gril-
ling by the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) and Kolkata Police 
into the "financial irregular-
ities" committed by MassArt 
Society, with which Sen and his 
wife Madhuchhanda were al-
legedly associated, in managing 
Durga Puja 'preview shows'. 

Reacting to the devel-
opment, Adhikari, while ad-

dressing a press conference at 
state secretariat Nabanna, said 
the arrest followed an investiga-
tion by the ED and Kolkata Po-
lice, which, he claimed, must 
have found evidence warrant-
ing legal action. 

"An investigation has been 
underway against him for a 
long time. The ED has been pro-

bing the case, and so has the 
Kolkata Police. They must have 
found something. But it would 
be wrong to think that Indranil 
Sen kept all the money for him-
self. He may have shared the 
spoils with Mamata Banerjee. It 
is not just him; the investigation 
will reach even bigger names. 
Just wait and watch," he said. 

NHRC seeks  
reports on  
Daljit Singh's 
suspicious death 
IANS / NEW DELHI 

The National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) has taken 
cognisance of a complaint alleg-
ing human rights violations in 
connection with the suspicious 
death of Daljit Singh, a resident 
of Bhamme Kalan village in 
Punjab’s Mansa district, and the 
subsequent police action 
against protesters demanding 
accountability. A bench pre-
sided over by NHRC member 
Priyank Kanoongo has issued 
notices to the Punjab chief sec-
retary and director general of 
police (DGP), directing them to 
get the allegations enquired into 
and submit an action taken re-
port (ATR) within two weeks. 
Action was initiated under Sec-
tion 12 of Protection of Human 
Rights Act, 1993, after a com-
plaint filed by Harmandeep 
Singh Mehta was placed before 
the apex human rights body.  
 

JAY PAWAR 
MEETS CID  
OFFICIALS, 
SEEKS PROBE  
PTI / PUNE 

NCP leader Jay Pawar on Wed-
nesday met Crime Investigation 
Department (CID) officials in 
Pune and sought a transparent 
and time-bound probe into the 
plane crash that killed his father 
and former Maharashtra dep-
uty chief minister Ajit Pawar, 
his office said. 

During the meeting, Jay 
Pawar sought details about the 
current status of the investiga-
tion, the action taken so far, the 
likely timeline for its comple-
tion and pending aspects of the 
case, according to a statement 
released by his office. 

Jay Pawar, the younger son 
of Ajit Pawar, stressed the need 
to expedite the investigation 
and ensure that it was com-
pleted transparently without 
any delay, it said. 

“Uncovering the truth be-
hind Ajit Dada’s plane crash is 
not merely a matter concern-
ing one family, but also an issue 
of the trust of millions of 
citizens who loved him im-
mensely,” Jay Pawar said. 

IANS 
KOLKATA 

Teachers recruited in state-run 
schools in West Bengal from 
now on will not be allowed to 
participate in politics or con-
test elections while remaining 
in service, Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari announced 
this here on Wednesday. 

The decision in this regard 
was taken at a state cabinet 
meeting chaired by the Chief 
Minister earlier in the day. 

Addressing reporters after 
the meeting, Adhikari said the 
new provision would apply to 
teachers to be recruited in the 
future and would cover elec-
tions to panchayats, munici-
palities, the Assembly and the 
Lok Sabha. 

“We have taken a decision 
that teachers recruited hence-

forth will not be able to take 
part in active politics and con-
test elections for panchayats, 
municipalities, Assembly or 
Lok Sabha constituencies 
while remaining in service. 
However, the same will not be 
applicable to those who are al-
ready elected public represen-
tatives.  

New teachers barred 
from contesting polls

The clause barring 
teachers recruited 
henceforth from 
contesting any 
election will be  
included in the  
recruitment norms 
of the West Bengal 
School Service 
Commission 

Police arrest ex-Bengal min Indranil 
Sen over financial irregularities

Amit Shah calls on 
President Murmu 

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Wednesday called on 
President Droupadi Murmu at 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan here. 

Sharing a photograph of the 
meeting on X, The President's 
office said, "Union Minister for 

Home Affairs and Cooper-
ation Amit Shah called on 
President Droupadi Murmu at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan." 

In a courtesy call, Shah is 
understood to have apprised 
the President on the various 
administrative and internal se-
curity issues of the country, 
the Home Ministry said. 

PM Modi reviews Rs 16,000-crore 
infra projects at PRAGATI meeting 
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednes-
day reviewed infrastructure projects related to Rail-
ways, PM Ekta Malls and Bulk Drug Parks covering 31 
states and Union Territories and costing more than Rs 
16,000 crore. The prime minister was chairing the 54th 
meeting of PRAGATI, the ICT-enabled, multi-modal 
platform aimed at fostering Pro-Active Governance and 
Timely Implementation, here at his office 'Seva Teerth', 
an official statement said. 


