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Dehradun: The average Air
Quality Index (AQI) in Deh-
radun climbed to 288 after Di-
wali, placing the city’s air qu-
ality in the ‘poor’ category,
while Doon University area

registered the highest rea-
ding of  356 among the city’s
monitoring locations, as per
the Uttarakhand Pollution
Control Board (UKPCB) data
released on Monday. Among
the other locations, Clock To-
wer recorded an AQI of  271,
followed by Nehru Colony at
237 during the same period. 

The deterioration was
sharp compared with the be-

ginning of  the month. On
Nov 1, Dehradun had recor-
ded an average AQI of  89, in
the ‘satisfactory’ category
under CPCB norms. 

Residents also shared
screenshots of  live AQI rea-
dings on social media, sho-
wing the AQI touching 493
around 10 pm on Diwali
night, when fireworks were
at their peak. “If  accurate,
this is unbelievable...,” pos-
ted Anoop Nautiyal, founder
of  the Social Development
for Communities Founda-
tion, Dehradun.

District officials said the

live AQI may have touched
493 during peak festivities,
but clarified that “the rea-
ding represented a particu-
lar time slot and not the city’s
average”. The CPCB classifi-
es an AQI of  493 as ‘severe’, a
level that can affect healthy
people and seriously impact
those with existing diseases.

Pollution levels were also
elevated in several other
parts of  Uttarakhand. In Ku-
maon’s Udham Singh Nagar
district, Kashipur recorded
an average AQI of  258, follo-
wed by Rudrapur at 232.
Haldwani recorded an AQI

of  189, while Nainital registe-
red 117. Haridwar and Rishi-
kesh recorded AQI levels of
108 and 104, respectively, whi-
le Tehri recorded 47.

Ankur Kansal, chief  en-
vironment officer at UKPCB,
said, “People had avoided
bursting fireworks in the da-
ys leading up to Diwali, re-
flecting greater awareness
about air pollution. The sta-
te’s average AQI remained on
a par with last year. We hope
warm climatic conditions
will help air quality return to
the ‘moderate’ category wit-
hin a day or two.”

City Was In
‘Satisfactory’
Category At
Start Of Nov

Doon AQI rises to 288 post-Diwali,
air quality slips to ‘poor’ category

Agra: Air quality in Agra
deteriorated after Diwali,
with several localities re-
cording high pollution le-
vels amid a rise in smog
across the city. While Agra
smart city’s monitoring
sensors recorded the AQI
crossing 400 at two loca-
tions on Monday morning,
the CPCB reported city’s
average AQI at 190, placing

it in ‘moderate’ category.
As per Agra smart city

data, sensors installed at 30
locations recorded AQI le-
vels above 400 at Rajeshwar
Temple and Rajpur
Chungi, indicating ‘severe’
air pollution. The AQI re-
mained above 350 at Chipi-
tola Chauraha, Meera Hus-
saini Chauraha, Namner
Chauraha and Naripura. 

In contrast, the CPCB’s
daily bulletin placed Ag-

ra’s average AQI at 190, in
the ‘moderate’ category. 

Amit Mishra, regional
officer of  the UP Pollution
Control Board in Agra, said,
“The methodology of  calcu-
lating the AQI is the same
across India. These sensors
were installed to analyse lo-
calised impacts, such as pol-
lution levels at a particular
intersection. Several natu-
ral factors also come into
play while recording AQI.”

AQI deteriorates in Agra; several
areas record ‘severe’ pollution levels
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Dehradun: Nearly 100 people
were treated for burn injuri-
es at hospitals in Dehradun,
while several fire incidents
were reported across Utta-
rakhand, with a restaurant
and a house gutted in separa-
te incidents in Nainital dis-
trict, during Diwali celebra-
tions on Sunday.

Doon Hospital reported 40
burn injury cases and Coro-
nation Hospital 42, with most
patients suffering minor
burns on their hands while
bursting crackers. “All pati-
ents were treated in the out-
patient department (OPD)
and none required hospitali-
sation. The rush was lower
than last year,” Doon Hospi-
tal medical superintendent
RS Bisht said, adding that the
hospital also treated 11 road
accident victims on Diwali
night, a number that was rela-
tively low for the festival.

Dehradun district disas-
ter management office recei-
ved 10 fire-related calls on Di-
wali, compared with two the

previous day. Most incidents
were minor and were brought
under control within 10 to 15
minutes, officials said.

“Before Diwali, we issued
fire-safety instructions and
deployed fire tenders at va-
rious locations across the ci-
ty as a precautionary measu-
re, following the DM’s direc-
tions,” DDMO officials said.

In Nainital district, a fire
broke out at a restaurant in
Kainchi Dham area on Sun-
day night, reducing the estab-
lishment to ashes. Personnel
from the Kainchi Dham out-
post and Bhowali police sta-
tion, along with local traders
and residents, joined in the fi-
refighting operation.

A fire brigade team bro-
ught the blaze under control
after nearly two hours and no
casualties or injuries were re-

ported. Senior sub-inspector
Asif  Khan said the cause of
the fire is yet to be ascertained.

In another incident, a ho-
use belonging to one Ved Pra-
kash in Raikuna village of
Bhimtal’s Okhalkanda block
was destroyed in a fire, with
food grains, clothes, jewelle-
ry, utensils and other belong-
ings also gutted.

Villagers tried to douse
the flames, without success.

Officials said no casualti-
es were reported and that the
cause of  the fire was not
known. Cabinet minister
Ram Singh Kaira visited the
affected family and directed
district administration offi-
cials to assess the damage
and provide relief  and com-
pensation as per govt norms.

In Udham Singh Nagar
district, a fire broke out at a

scrap warehouse in Dongpuri
village in Gadarpur. Fire ten-
ders from Gadarpur and Rud-
rapur brought the blaze under
control using pumping equip-
ment. No casualties were re-
ported and the cause of  the fi-
re is yet to be ascertained.

A firecracker triggered a
blaze in three rooftop huts at
a family restaurant in Nizhra
village in Kashipur. Fire offi-
cer Shyam Singh said a fire
alert was received at 10.38pm
on Sunday and a fire tender
was dispatched, but by the ti-
me the team reached the spot,
residents had put out the fire.
In a separate incident, a hou-
se in Parmanandpur caught
fire, but local residents dou-
sed the flames before the fire
brigade arrived.

In Bageshwar, 15 people,
mostly children and young pe-
ople, sustained burn injuries
during Diwali celebrations.
Two fire incidents were also
reported, with a forest patch
near Chandika temple and a
haystack in Khwarali village
caught fire after a burning
rocket landed on them. Fire
brigade personnel prevented
the flames from spreading to
nearby houses, officials said.

(With inputs from Prashas-
ti Singh in Dehradun, Sonali
Mishra in Nainital, Aakash

Ahuja in Rudrapur & Yogesh
Nagarkoti in Bageshwar)

Celebrations leave 100 with burn
injuries; restaurant gutted in Naini

Most Suffered
Minor Burns On

Hands While
Bursting Crackers
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House in Raikuna village of Bhimtal destroyed in blaze; (R) Fire broke
out at scrap warehouse in Dongpuri village in US Nagar district




