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The Narendra Modi-led
Central government should
go out in the 2029 general
elections, Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) founder Abhi-
jeet Dipke said in Kochi on
Saturday as he unleashed a
scathing attack on the
former over the alleged
electoral malpractices and
divisive politics.

Addressing a protest
named ‘Jantar Mantar @
Kochi’ demanding the re-
signation of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar over the alleged ir-
regularities in the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR),
Mr. Dipke stressed that
“Modi will go out in 2029.”

“I want to make one
thing clear. Any change in
government must occur
through the democratic

electoral system, even if we
have to wait till the 2029
elections,” Mr. Dipke said,
carrying a tricolour. It was
Mr. Dipke’s �rst public ad-
dress in Keralam. 

“Why is Gyanesh Kumar
so important to Modi that
he is waging a war against
the youth of his own coun-
try?” the CJP leader asked,
referring to the use of State

forces against the protests
in Delhi.

“There was a time when
you made a joke out of
Manmohan Singh, and now
it is happening to you. Had
the UPA government or-
dered takedowns as you
do, you would never have
become the Prime Minis-
ter,” he said, adding that he
did not endorse any pre-

vious regime. Praising Ker-
alam’s social conditions, he
said India would have
achieved a developed na-
tion status long ago had
other States followed the
State’s lead in education
and literacy.

Responding to the BJP’s
criticism that the CJP is a
group of anarchists, Mr.
Dipke said the allegation
suited the Sangh Parivar
well. 

Hundreds of youths and
civil rights activists took
part in the protest meeting.
Actor-activist Prakash Raj
led a protest march from
Marine Drive to Rajendra
Maidan ahead of the meet. 

CPI(M) leader P. Ra-
jeeve, writer N.S. Madha-
van, former MP Sebastian
Paul, lawyer Kaleeswaram
Raj, and leaders of the SFI,
AISF, and AISA were
among those who spoke.
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Cockroach Janta Party founder Abhijeet Dipke addresses

participants at the ‘Jantar Mantar @ Kochi’ protest at Rajendra

Maidan on Saturday. THULASI KAKKAT 

Ration dealers will take out
a march to the Parliament
on December 3 in protest
against the Centre’s move
to replace subsidised food-
grain distribution through
ration shops with direct
cash transfers to
bene�ciaries.

The All Kerala Retail Ra-
tion Dealers Association
(AKRRDA) announced
here on Saturday that they
would hold dharnas in
front of Central govern-
ment o�ces at taluk head-
quarters and a sit-in out-
side the AG’s O�ce at
Thiruvananthapuram
ahead of the Parliament
march.

The association said the
proposed cash transfer
move would weaken Kera-
lam’s public distribution
system and a�ect the food
security of ordinary
people.

It would also a�ect the
livelihood of ration deal-
ers, workers and other em-
ployees linked to the
system.

The association de-
manded a monthly alloca-
tion of 13.5 kg of foodgrains
per person and 10 kg of
foodgrains and other es-
sential commodities for ev-
ery ration cardholder. 

It has also sought wages,
pensions, insurance and
job security for ration
dealers.

Other demands include
restoring the reduced ke-
rosene and sugar quotas
and dropping the proposal
to cut the ration allocation
for Antyodaya Anna Yoja-
na cardholders. 

AKRRDA district presi-
dent V.P. Jayaprakash, gen-
eral secretary A. Krishnan
and State secretary K.M.
Abdussathar took part in a
press meet held here on
Saturday.

Ration dealers’ meet

The Kerala State Retail Ra-
tion Dealers Association
will hold its two-day State
conference at ARK conven-
tion centre, Ezhakkad,
Mundur, from Sunday. Mi-
nister for the Welfare of SC-
ST and Backward Classes
K.A. Thulasi will inaugu-
rate a women’s session on
Sunday morning.

Minister for Food and
Civil Supplies Anoop Jacob
will inaugurate a public
meeting in the afternoon.
Adoor Prakash, MP, will
felicitate students who ex-
celled in higher education.

MLAs A. Prabhakaran,
Ramesh Pisharody, and Su-
mesh Achuthan, Kerala
Congress ( J) State vice-
chairman V.D. Joseph and
BJP State general secretary
Shobha Surendran will at-
tend. V.K. Sreekandan, MP,
will inaugurate the dele-
gates’ conference on Mon-
day morning.

Ration dealers
to protest
against Union
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Eight people have tested
positive for Shigella infec-
tion in Malappuram dis-

trict, with �ve cases linked
to a wedding feast at Korak-
kuthu in Elamkulam pan-
chayat near Perinthalman-
na. The outbreak has
prompted the Health de-

partment to step up sur-
veillance in the area.

The �ve patients attend-
ed a wedding held on Oc-
tober 31 in Elamkulam pan-
chayat. 
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